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Education and early detection is crit-

ical to stopping prostate cancer in its 
tracks, and, therefore, we need to bet-
ter educate our fathers, brothers, sons, 
and friends. All men are at risk, and as 
a survivor, I encourage the men of 
Texas District 25 to participate in reg-
ular screenings. Together, we can beat 
prostate cancer. 

In God we trust. 
f 

TEXAS ACA LAWSUIT 
(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday, Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton and more than a 
dozen Republican attorneys general 
began their case in a Texas Federal 
court arguing that the Affordable Care 
Act’s preexisting protection is uncon-
stitutional. 

According to the Department of 
Health and Human Services, nearly 130 
million adults under age 65 have pre-
existing conditions. Prohibiting health 
insurance providers from denying cov-
erage to Americans with preexisting 
conditions remains one of the most 
popular parts of the Affordable Care 
Act. 

If the court were to strike that part 
of the law, thousands of American fam-
ilies would be denied coverage or go 
broke because of the unaffordable 
health costs. We can’t roll back the 
clock. 

I am shocked it is my home State 
taking the lead on this divisive issue 
when Texas still has the highest num-
ber of uninsured individuals in the Na-
tion. What is more frustrating is Mr. 
Paxton stated in court briefs that 
States challenging the ACA should be 
able to eliminate protections if the 
judge does not decide to strike the law 
entirely. 

People need certainty in their 
healthcare, not politics. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 200TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF CLEARFIELD PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late the Clearfield Presbyterian Church 
on its 200th anniversary. 

First organized in 1818, groups of wor-
shippers met in private homes and 
places of public gatherings. That same 
year, Hugh Jordan and Archibald Shaw 
were ordained and installed as ruling 
elders. In 1825, the Reverend Gary 
Bishop was called to be a pastor of the 
church, and he served from 1826 to 1834. 

The first church was erected in 1841, 
but it was removed in 1867 to build the 
new stone church. It was dedicated in 
1869, and the cost exceeded $41,000. The 
church was known for its 150-foot stee-
ple, which was the highest in the com-
munity. 

This Sunday, September 9, the 
church will celebrate two centuries of 
delivering the good news of Jesus 
Christ to members of its congregation, 
both near and far. 

Mr. Speaker, generations of Penn-
sylvanians have gathered in this beau-
tiful church to hear the Word of the 
Lord. On this special occasion, I both 
congratulate and pray for the 
Clearfield Presbyterian Church, its 
leaders, and the entire congregation, 
both past and present. 

f 

ATROCITIES COMMITTED AGAINST 
CIVILIANS IN YEMEN 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, for too 
long, the United States has turned a 
blind eye to the atrocities being com-
mitted against civilians in Yemen by 
the Saudi-U.S. coalition. 

Just last month, the Saudi-led coali-
tion dropped a U.S.-made bomb in a 
devastating attack on a schoolbus that 
killed 40 children, just the latest in the 
long string of horrors in this genocidal 
war that has killed tens of thousands 
of Yemeni civilians with bombs and 
mass starvation, creating the worst hu-
manitarian crisis in the world. Yet 
today, in Yemen, our military con-
tinues to wage this interventionist war 
alongside Saudi Arabia, unauthorized 
by Congress. 

The time for crocodile tears and 
baseless platitudes is over. Enough is 
enough. The U.S. must end its support 
for Saudi Arabia and stop waging inter-
ventionist wars that increase destruc-
tion, death, and suffering around the 
world, drain our resources here at 
home, and threaten our own national 
security. 

f 

HONORING FIRE CHIEF MICHAEL 
REESE 

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to 
honor and remember a dedicated public 
servant in our community who just 
passed away 2 weeks ago today at the 
young age of 53—Willow Street Fire 
Chief Michael Reese. 

Chief Reese’s career as a firefighter, 
which spanned four decades and began 
when he was a teenager, stands out in 
our community as one of service, pride, 
and bravery. His loss is a tremendous 
loss to our community as well as his 
fellow firefighters. President Bob 
Kiesel said recently in a statement, 
and he said it best: ‘‘Chief Reese’s life 
was dedicated to helping others.’’ 

In addition to his 39 years as a fire-
fighter and EMT, Chief Reese spent 17 
years as an emergency dispatcher and 
assistant supervisor with the Lan-
caster County-Wide Communications. 
Chief Reese focused his entire career on 
serving others, on making our commu-

nity a safer place, and on saving the 
lives of those he was charged with pro-
tecting. 

Michael served alongside his brother, 
David, who is the deputy fire chief in 
Willow Street. David and all the fire-
fighters in Willow Street and across 
central Pennsylvania will carry Mi-
chael’s spirit with them for the rest of 
their lives. 

I am extraordinarily grateful for his 
service. We owe a debt of gratitude to 
Chief Reese, his wife, Susan, and to his 
entire family. His memory will not 
soon be forgotten. 

f 

STUDENTS RETURNING TO SCHOOL 
IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, 1 year 
ago today, Hurricane Irma struck my 
home, the Virgin Islands of the United 
States. Much was lost, but we were 
bent but not broken, and our good God 
has preserved our spirit. 

This week, many Virgin Islands stu-
dents return to school. Some still 
await their facilities being prepared for 
them. It is a significant step forward. 
It also serves as a reminder that there 
is much work yet in restoring an envi-
ronment wholly conducive to the needs 
of our students. 

After the hurricanes, both school dis-
tricts lost estimates of $700 million in 
facility supplies and food for edu-
cational purposes. It is incumbent on 
all of us—all of us—to put our shoul-
ders in to push our children forward. 

I want to thank those who have been 
gifted with one of the most important 
roles in our community: the hard-
working teachers, administrators, fac-
ulty, and staff who played an integral 
role in our students returning to school 
this week in the Virgin Islands. We are 
grateful for your efforts. 

f 

b 1215 

REMEMBERING AND HONORING 
VICTIMS OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001, 
ATTACKS 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember and honor those 
who lost their lives on September 11, 
2001. On that tragic day, nearly 3,000 in-
nocent Americans were killed in the 
attacks on the World Trade Center in 
New York, the Pentagon in D.C., and 
those on Flight 93 in Pennsylvania. 
Some of those who perished included 
brave first responders who ran into the 
burning buildings as others were run-
ning out. 

That horrific day changed our great 
Nation forever. It became clear that 
there was an ever-present threat by 
those who wish to attack our country 
and its citizens. 
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Eleven days after these attacks, the 

Department of Homeland Security was 
created to make a more secure Amer-
ica that is better equipped to confront 
the range of threats that we face. 

As the current chairman of the 
Homeland Security Appropriations 
Subcommittee, I am working to ensure 
that the Department is provided with 
the resources to accomplish their mis-
sion. Working to keep our Nation safe 
is one of my top priorities, and one of 
the primary roles of the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

Together, we must work to make 
sure that terrorist attacks like 9/11 
never happen again. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 6691, COMMUNITY SAFE-
TY AND SECURITY ACT OF 2018, 
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND 
THE RULES 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, by direction 
of the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 1051 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1051 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 6691) to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to clarify the definition 
of ‘‘crime of violence’’, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. The bill shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against provisions in the bill are waived. The 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and on any amendment 
thereto to final passage without intervening 
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
the Judiciary; and (2) one motion to recom-
mit. 

SEC. 2. It shall be in order at any time on 
the legislative day of September 13, 2018, for 
the Speaker to entertain motions that the 
House suspend the rules as though under 
clause 1 of rule XV. The Speaker or his des-
ignee shall consult with the Minority Leader 
or her designee on the designation of any 
matter for consideration pursuant to this 
section. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Colorado is recognized for 
1 hour. 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

in support of the rule and the under-

lying legislation. This rule makes in 
order one bill dealing with a pressing 
legal issue. 

Mr. Speaker, under the Immigration 
and Nationality Act, or INA, an immi-
grant convicted of certain felonies is 
subject to deportation. In order to 
qualify for this particular provision of 
the INA, an immigrant must be con-
victed of a crime of violence. 

The statute defines ‘‘crime of vio-
lence’’ as an offense that, ‘‘by its na-
ture, involves a substantial risk that 
physical force against the person or 
property of another may be used in the 
course of committing the offense.’’ 

This has been a longstanding and 
roundly accepted policy of the U.S. 
Government. For years, we have de-
ported dangerous criminal immigrants. 

However, earlier this year, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that how the law 
defined ‘‘crime of violence’’ was 
impermissibly vague. The result of the 
ruling threw all of these kinds of de-
portation cases into question. 

Historically, this realm of immigra-
tion law has never been an area of law 
to which the Court has applied con-
stitutional rights. But writing the rul-
ing for the majority, Justice Elena 
Kagan applied due process rights af-
forded by the Constitution to the re-
moval process of criminal immigrants. 
Because the Court applied the Con-
stitution in this manner, it concluded 
that the term ‘‘crime of violence’’ 
could be applied arbitrarily and unpre-
dictably. 

Chief Justice John Roberts warned of 
the path down which this ruling could 
lead as it pertains to other provisions 
of Federal criminal law. In fact, his 
concerns were justifiable. 

In May, the Tenth Circuit struck 
down a similar provision in another 
portion of Federal law relating to using 
weapons in the commission of a crime. 
That particular case resulted in the 
sentence of a man convicted for 
firebombing a store with a Molotov 
cocktail being vacated. 

Then again, in August, the D.C. Cir-
cuit struck down convictions of two 
men who were convicted for a violent 
criminal act. This ruling opened up the 
possibility that convictions for crimi-
nal acts involving firearms can be 
overturned. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the backdrop 
against which we consider this bill 
today. This legislation, the Community 
Safety and Security Act, plugs the 
gaps in Federal law created by these 
recent court rulings. 

It specifies the circumstances by 
which a criminal offense should be con-
strued as a crime of violence. In par-
ticular, a crime of violence will include 
crimes of murder, sexual abuse, kid-
napping, robbery, domestic violence, 
human trafficking, and many other 
types of violent acts. 

By clearly outlining Congress’ intent 
of what constitutes a violent crime, 
this bill will eliminate the Court’s con-
cerns about ambiguity and will allow 
our law enforcement agencies to con-

tinue carrying out their duties to pro-
tect the American public. 

Mr. Speaker, law and order is a cru-
cial component of a healthy society. 
We are beginning to see the effects of 
feel-good policies in some locales on 
the crime rate in those areas, particu-
larly the violent crime rate. When law 
and order breaks down in our commu-
nities, the residents suffer. 

I am confident there is no intention 
to erode law and order or embolden 
criminals. However, the effects are just 
the same. That is why this legislation 
is so critical. 

We need to ensure that there is a 
clear definition of violent crime, so 
that courts across this country are not 
boxed in by this Supreme Court ruling 
and do not have to vacate sentences or 
release violent criminals onto our 
streets. 

Mr. Speaker, I have spent more than 
2 decades fighting crime, both at the 
Federal level and in my own commu-
nity. The impact of crime, and violent 
crime in particular, on victims is 
heartbreaking. Watching someone suf-
fer the worst of societal ills is bad 
enough when justice is served. But 
watching a victim suffer not just the 
crime, but the lack of justice, is infuri-
ating. 

We need to fix this loophole carved 
by these rulings and defend our com-
munities from criminals. We need to 
stand up for victims of violent crime 
and see that the justice that we all 
want for them is served. 

I support this legislation, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I thank the gentleman, my friend 
from Colorado, for yielding me the cus-
tomary 30 minutes for debate, and I am 
proceeding under the assumption that 
we will conclude this pretty rapidly. 

Once again, my Republican col-
leagues have decided that the best way 
to govern is through a rushed and 
closed process, all in an obvious at-
tempt to throw red meat to their base. 
Let’s not parse words. This is an ill- 
thought-out bill trying to score cheap 
political points with the Republican 
base. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill takes up no 
small feat. It attempts to utterly rede-
fine what is meant by ‘‘crime of vio-
lence’’ in our criminal code. Our need 
to revisit the definition is due to the 
fact that the United States Supreme 
Court has now twice held that what is 
known as the residual clause under this 
particular area of our criminal code is 
unconstitutional because it is so broad 
it violates a person’s constitutional 
right to due process. 

Such a reality does not invite this 
body’s attention, but demands it. How-
ever, with that demand comes a great 
responsibility, a responsibility to take 
the time necessary to do it right; a re-
sponsibility to ensure that members of 
the committee of jurisdiction, and 
other Members of Congress, are con-
sulted; a responsibility to ensure that 
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