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concerned with his own legal vulner-
ability and that of his supporters than
upholding the institutions of justice.

It is also increasingly apparent that
this attack on CICIG is only part of a
broader attempt that has been gaining
steam over the better part of a year to
destroy the independence of the con-
stitutional court, weaken civil society,
intimidate human rights defenders and
journalists, and undermine the rule of
law. It is an existential confrontation
between the forces of corruption and
impunity and Guatemala’s fledgling ju-
dicial institutions.

Ever since CICIG was established 11
years ago to help combat the pervasive
corruption, infiltration by organized
crime, and near total impunity in Gua-
temala, the State Department and the
U.S. Embassy have consistently sup-
ported CICIG, as have Republicans and
Democrats in Congress. We are all fa-
miliar with the historical links be-
tween organized crime, drug traf-
fickers, Guatemala’s security forces,
and public officials. It has been widely
recognized by the Guatemalan people
that, because of CICIG and Guate-
mala’s Public Ministry, working to-
gether, the cause of justice—including
convictions of corrupt senior govern-
ment officials—has been significantly
enhanced. Without CICIG, these
achievements would not have been pos-
sible.

On Saturday, September 1, Secretary
Pompeo responded to President
Morales’s announcement with a bizarre
tweet that did not even mention CICIG.
Instead, the Secretary expressed appre-
ciation for Guatemala’s ‘‘efforts in
counternarcotics and security.”” That
is a bit like being told that the court-
house is on fire and responding that
the stock market is up. The State De-
partment should condemn what is oc-
curring in Guatemala, reaffirm its sup-
port for CICIG and Commissioner
Velasquez, and make clear that corrupt
Guatemalan officials will be sanctioned
under U.S. law. Otherwise, it will share
complicity in the unraveling of years
of U.S. investment in CICIG and in ju-
dicial and law enforcement reform in
Guatemala.

Perhaps the State Department is
worried that, if President Morales is
prosecuted and convicted of campaign
financing violations and removed from
office the way his predecessor was, U.S.
security cooperation with Guatemala
might suffer. What it really should be
worried about is what will happen to
the fight against corruption and orga-
nized crime if President Morales suc-

ceeds in dismantling CICIG. If the
country loses its most effective
anticorruption institution, the

progress that has been made in recent
years in strengthening the rule of law
is likely to be reversed, allowing drug
cartels and other criminal organiza-
tions to grow unchecked. This is par-
ticularly alarming with national elec-
tions in Guatemala scheduled for next
year. The integrity of Guatemala’s
democratic process—not simply the
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survival of CICIG—is threatened by the
corrupt influences of organized crime.

Like any institution, CICIG is not
without imperfections. Several con-
structive reforms have been proposed,
and I have encouraged CICIG, the
United Nations, and the Guatemalan
Government to find a way forward that
strengthens oversight and trans-
parency while preserving CICIG’s man-
date and protecting the Commissioner
from political interference. While that
process has been eclipsed by recent
events, there is still time to resurrect
it. The TUnited Nations, the TUnited
States, other governments that have
supported CICIG, and the Guatemalan
Government should urgently resume
discussions to achieve such a solution.

Ultimately, if other attempts fail,
the future of CICIG, of its Commis-
sioner and employees, and of the rule
of law in Guatemala—mnot just under
President Morales who has just over a
year left to serve but also in the years
ahead—will be in the hands of the Gua-
temalan people, the judiciary, and the
Congress. As a former prosecutor and
the senior member of our Judiciary
Committee, I have long recognized that
an independent judiciary is a corner-
stone of democratic government. It is
what gives practical meaning to the
phrase ‘‘rule of law,” which is funda-
mental to strengthening democracy.
To its credit, Guatemala’s constitu-
tional court has displayed that inde-
pendence in the past. That independ-
ence is needed today.

As a result of President Morales’s ac-
tions, security cooperation with Guate-
mala and loans from international fi-
nancial institutions are now in jeop-
ardy. That is not in the interests of
Guatemala or the United States. Rec-
ognizing what is at stake and in sup-
port of the courageous Guatemalans
who are defending the Constitution and
the rule of law, I will not support the
expenditure of U.S. funds for assistance
for the Guatemalan Government under
the Alliance for Prosperity, including
for the military and police forces, until
the fate of CICIG and Commissioner
Velasquez is satisfactorily resolved.

———

TRIBUTE TO KATHERINE JOHNSON

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, Today
I wish to honor a White Sulphur
Springs native who not only completed
groundbreaking work at NASA during
the space race, but who also broke the
barriers of race and gender during a
critical time in our Nation.

Katherine Coleman Goble Johnson
was blessed with a natural talent for
mathematics which far exceeded that
of her peers. By the age of 13, Kath-
erine was already attending high
school on West Virginia State College’s
campus where, in 1937, she received a
B.S. in both mathematics and French.

In 1939, when West Virginia began to
integrate its graduate schools, West
Virginia State’s president, Dr. John
Davis, personally selected Katherine
and two male students as the first Afri-
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can-American students to attend West
Virginia University.

After starting a family, Katherine
found work at the West Area Com-
puting section of the National Advi-
sory Committee for Aeronautics’ Lang-
ley laboratory, headed by fellow West
Virginian Dorothy Vaughan. The 1957
launch of the Soviet satellite, Sputnik,
changed history—and Katherine’s life.
Her work on the equations to describe
an orbital spaceflight in which the
landing position of the a spacecraft is
specified led to Katherine being the
first woman recognized as an author of
a report from the flight research divi-
sion.

As NASA prepared for the orbital
mission with John Glenn in 1962, Kath-
erine was famously asked to run the
orbital equations controlling the
Friendship 7 trajectory by hand in case
of a mechanical computing error. Kath-
erine has recalled John Glenn saying
that, if she said the numbers were
good, then he was good to go. The mis-
sion was a success and marked a tre-
mendous turning point in the competi-
tion between the United States and the
Soviet Union in space.

Katherine’s story inspired the book,
‘““Hidden Figures,” by Margot Lee
Shetterly and also the Oscar-nomi-
nated film of the same name.

Recently, 46 of my colleagues and I
introduced the Hidden Figures Con-
gressional Gold Medal Act, which
would award Congressional Gold Med-
als to Katherine, Dorothy Vaughan,
Mary Jackson, and Dr. Christine Dar-
den in recognition for their contribu-
tions to NASA’s success during the
space race. In 2015, President Obama
awarded her the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, America’s highest civilian
honor.

A bronze statue in Katherine’s honor
now stands on the campus of West Vir-
ginia State University. It is my hope
that the students who pass it every day
will be reminded of Katherine’s legacy
and will be inspired to keep their pas-
sion for knowledge alive.

Every one of our female leaders in
West Virginia are the epitome of
strength, leadership, and advancement
in their fields. They serve as inspiring
role models for the next generation,
and that is due in great part to the
women who broke ground in genera-
tions past. Because of the accomplish-
ments of intellectual leaders such as
Katherine, more young women have
and will blaze their own trails in the
fields of science, math, engineering,
and technology and will continue to
make our State and entire Nation
proud.

It is an honor to recognize
Katherine’s legacy and to wish her the
very best as we celebrate her 100th
birthday.

———
TRIBUTE TO ANNE HOUSER

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, as
ranking member on the Senate Appro-
priations Subcommittee on Labor,
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