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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
deep respect and sincere appreciation that I
rise to celebrate National Hispanic Heritage
Month and its 2018 theme, Hispanics: One
Endless Voice to Enhance our Traditions.
From September 15, 2018, through October
15, 2018, in honor of Hispanic Heritage
Month, the people of the United States will
once again celebrate the cultures and traditions and reflect on the many outstanding contributions our Hispanic brothers and sisters
have made throughout our country’s history.
Hispanic Heritage Month, which begins each
year on September 15, recognizes the anniversaries of the independence of five Latin
American countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Mexico
and Chile observe their independence days on
September 16 and September 18, respectively. Since its inception as National Hispanic
Heritage Week in 1968, which later became
National Hispanic Heritage Month in 1988,
Americans have taken this time to not only
honor the rich culture and traditions of Hispanic Americans, but also to reflect on the tremendous impact Hispanic Americans have
had within their communities and throughout
our nation. The tireless efforts of generations
of Hispanic Americans have resulted in a better America.
America’s success is reliant upon the rich
heritage and cultural diversity of its people.
Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates the many
Hispanic leaders and members of our communities who have added to the prosperity of the
United States in every facet of our society.
Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask you and my
other distinguished colleagues to once again
join me in recognizing Hispanic Heritage
Month. Throughout America’s history, present,
and future, the Hispanic community has
played and will continue to play a major role
in enriching the quality of life for the people of
the United States, and for their outstanding
contributions they are worthy of our respect
and gratitude.

gressional Ukraine Caucus to introduce a Joint
Resolution, which reaffirms the sovereignty
and the freedom to choose their destiny for
the people of Europe and Eurasia.
Since the fall of communism, the countries
of Eastern Europe and Eurasia have made
great progress in developing democratic institutions, free markets, and strong civil societies. Many have demonstrated their commitment to these important ideals through their
accession in liberal institutions such as the
European Union and that NATO Alliance,
which are critical to our national security.
Indeed, the American people have stood
with freedom-lovers across this region, to
spread the blessings of liberty and democracy
to these nations. For this reason since 1959,
the President of the United States has proclaimed the third week of July as ‘‘Captive Nations Week.’’ This very special occasion
shined a light on the plight of nations oppressed by Soviet Russian regime, and continues to reaffirm America’s commitment to
those dedicated to democracy, rule of law,
freedom, and justice.
Tragically, Russia’s thirst for power would
seek to thwart the forward progress of these
nations. Russia seeks to undermine democratic institutions, and thus strengthen is dictatorial and tyrannical hold on that region
through hybrid warfare. This includes election
meddling,
disinformation
campaigns,
extrajudicial assassinations, the intimidation of
journalists, and other forms of despicable behavior. Russia invaded and illegally occupies
regions of Ukraine and Georgia, and seeks to
rip away these nations’ ability to choose their
democratic future. It is a shame to have such
bestial behavior on this earth.
This resolution builds on the ‘‘Captive Nations Week’’ Resolution, and invites the President through an annual proclamation to set
the record straight that all nations have the
right to self-determination, territorial sovereignty, and to choose their own destinies. It
sends a message to our partners in the region
that we stand with those that embrace liberty,
instead of those that seek to tear it down. By
standing together, we ensure a more democratic, secure, and prosperous world.
f

IN HONOR OF RICHARD AND
MARIA STONE
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INTRODUCTION OF A JOINT RESOLUTION, PROVIDING FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF A FREEDOM TO
CHOOSE THEIR DESTINY FOR
THE NATIONS OF EASTERN EUROPE AND EURASIA WEEK

SSpencer on DSKBBXCHB2PROD with REMARKS

HON. MARCY KAPTUR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 12, 2018
Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
join my fellow co-chairs of the bipartisan Con-
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor two wonderful Texans, Maria and Richard Stone, who are celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary on November 14, 2018.
In addition to being a living husband and father, Richard is a decorated Army veteran who
honorably served for over 25 years, including
two tours in Vietnam. He then worked for the
government in logistics at Fort Sill in Oklahoma. He received the Bronze Star, Army

Commendation Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal, Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Republic
of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm, and the
German Army Marksman badge in bronze.
Maria and Richard now reside in Frisco,
Texas. Congratulations to them on this 60
years of marriage together. May they continue
to love, cherish, and honor one another for
many more years to come.
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Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of an event taking place in my district, the Fifth District of Missouri, at the National World War I Museum and Memorial in
Kansas City, Missouri. On September 13,
2018, the Concert to Commemorate Sacrifice
will take place in remembrance of the immense sacrifice of the Czech, Slovak, and
Croatian peoples, as well as the centennial of
their independence and an end to the Great
War. This concert is provided by a global partnership between the National World War I Museum and Memorial, the Czech and Slovak
Club of Greater Kansas City, University of
Missouri—Kansas City Conservatory of Music
and Dance, Embassies of the Czech Republic,
Slovak Republic, the Republic of Croatia, and
the honorary consuls of the Czech Republic,
Slovak Republic, and Republic of Croatia in
Kansas City, MO and Kansas City, KS.
A plethora of works from the Czech, Slovak,
and Croatian lands will be performed under
the direction of William A. Everett, the Curators’ Distinguished Professor of Musicology at
UMKC; guest conductor and pianist, Ivan
Pernicki of Zagreb, Croatia; and Music Director, Rick Mikesic. The concert will prominently
feature the national anthems of the United
States of America and of the Republics of
Czech, Slovak, and Croatia, along with works
by famed Czech, Slovak, and Croatian composers such as: Fratis̆ek Drdla, Rudolf Friml,
Dora Pjac̆ević, Josip S̆tolcer-Slavenski, Ján
Levoslav Bella, Franjo Marković, Ivan Zajc and
Ludwig van Beethoven.
Furthermore, it is important to note that the
valiant service and sacrifice of the Czechoslovak Legion contributed to the formation of a
sovereign Czech Republic, Slovak Republic,
and Republic of Croatia. The Czechoslovak
Legionnaires were an entirely voluntary force
of 100,000 strong and their contribution to the
war effort spanned many conflicts among
every front of the war. I cannot think of a more
fitting way to honor the sacrifice of these individuals than by a performance of their adopted
battle cry, the ‘‘U boj’’, at a concert in their
honor, held at a memorial dedicated to all
lives lost in World War I.
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Mr. Speaker, please join me in commemorating the centennial of the end of World War
I and the many military and civilian lives lost
in that conflict and recognizing those who
have come together for the Concert to Commemorate Sacrifice.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THOSE LOST
AND THOSE WHO GAVE AND
RISKED THEIR LIVES DURING
THE
TERRORIST
ATTACKS
LAUNCHED
AGAINST
THE
UNITED STATES ON SEPTEMBER
11, 2001
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Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Master Chief Petty Officer John
Boughton for his service to both the Third
Congressional District of Colorado and the entire nation.
Officer Boughton dedicated 24 years of his
life serving in the United States Navy. Once
his honorable service came to an end, he
used his wealth of military experience to enhance the lives of others in his community,
spending 16 years as a naval science instructor at Montrose High School and Olathe High
School. His work in the school system helped
build the character of countless hundreds of
young men and women who served as his cadets in the Navy Junior Reserve Officers
Training Corps (NJROTC).
Chief Boughton played an integral role in
taking the Montrose High School and Olathe
High School NJROTC program to the nationally recognized competitive state championship on three separate occasions. Both
schools’ teams made their mark as a drill and
marksmanship team, becoming nationally
ranked in shooting for over 10 years. Chief
Boughton’s extraordinary care and dedication,
positioned his cadets to achieve such success. To create additional growth opportunities
for his students, Chief Boughton built the
school district’s first STEM Sea Perch Tank
and began holding Sea Perch Competition
games for area cadets several years ago.
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As a result of his hard work and commitment to his students, Chief Boughton has
been awarded several honors by various organizations in his community. Chief Boughton
was named the Colorado Citizen Education
Teacher of the Year in 2011 and 2012 by the
Department of Colorado Veterans of Foreign
Wars. He has also been nominated three
times for the Montrose County School District
Teacher of the Year during his tenure as a
NJROTC instructor.
Mr. Speaker, Chief Boughton has spent his
life in service to his country, his community
and his students. His work has had an indelible impact and it is my honor to acknowledge
his achievements, as well as express heartfelt
gratitude for his service. I wish him luck in his
future endeavors.
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on the
17th anniversary of the attack launched
against the United States on September 11,
2001, I rise to remember the victims of that
horrific tragedy and those first-responders who
risked, and in too many cases, sacrificed their
lives to rescue the occupants of the besieged
World Trade Center Towers.
The morning of September 11, 2001 is, and
will always be, a day like no other.
It is a day all living Americans will remember because not since Pearl Harbor had there
been such a dastardly and deadly attack on
American soil.
Seventeen years later, my heart still grieves
for those who perished on flights United Airlines 93, American Airlines 77, American Airlines 11, and United Airlines 175.
When the sun rose on the morning of September 11, none of us knew that it would end
in an inferno in the magnificent World Trade
Center Towers in New York City and the Pentagon and in the grassy fields of Shanksville,
Pennsylvania.
I stand here remembering those who still
suffer, whose hearts still ache over the loss of
so many innocent and interrupted lives.
My prayer is that for those who lost a father,
a mother, a husband, a wife, a child, or a
friend will in the days and years ahead take
comfort in the certain knowledge that they
have gone on to claim the greatest prize, a
place in the Lord’s loving arms.
And down here on the ground, their memory
will never die so long as I any of the many of
us who loved them lives.
Mr. Speaker, as hard as it is to believe, out
of a tragedy so overwhelming and horrific,
something good and great emerged in the
aftermath of September 11.
On that day there were no Republicans or
Democrats.
There were no Northerners or Southerners
or West or East Coasters.
We were not Red State or Blue State.
We were all simply Americans.
On that day, we were united in our shock
and anger and sadness.
We were united in our resolve to defend our
country and protect the freedoms that has
made America the greatest country in the history of the world.
We lit candles, held hands, helped neighbors, and prayed for our country and its leaders.
A united America can never be defeated as
Operation Enduring Freedom showed.
The brave and valiant armed forces of the
United States swiftly toppled the Taliban and
liberated Afghanistan.
As President George W. Bush announced to
the American people and to the world:
‘‘Whether the terrorists are brought to justice
or justice is brought to the terrorists, justice
will be done.’’
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And though he ran and hid for almost ten
years, Osama bin Ladin could not hide forever
and evade the long arm of American justice,
which, under the leadership of President
Barack Obama, caught up with him on May 2,
2011.
Mr. Speaker, Americans take care of their
own.
Americans cherish freedom. Americans
cherish liberty.
And Americans want peace.
Not just for themselves alone, but all persons in every corner of the globe.
Mr. Speaker, ensuring that American is safe
and secure and protected from another attack
on American soil is the least we owe to the
heroic passengers on Flight 93 and to the
brave firefighters of the FDNY and officers of
the NYPD and the officers and civilians we
lost in the Pentagon who gave faithful service
to our nation.
Americans want their country to remain
safe, free, and invulnerable to another cowardly attack like the one we witnessed seventeen years ago today.
We owe that much to the Americans who
lost and gave their lives.
We owe it to them to ensure that their children and loved ones will never again experience such pain, suffering, and loss.
We can do this. We must do this. After all,
we are Americans.
f
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great respect and admiration that I rise to
commend the recipients of this year’s NIPSCO
Luminary Awards. The Luminary Awards were
created to honor prominent individuals or organizations for their exemplary leadership.
This year’s honorees include Dr. Vanessa
Allen-McCloud, The Nature Conservancy, Junior Achievement of Chicago, Junior Achievement of Northern Indiana, Denarie Kane, and
the Multi Agency Academic Cooperative
(MAAC) Foundation. For their outstanding
contributions to the community in Northwest
Indiana and beyond, the honorees will be recognized at a ceremony on Thursday, September 13, 2018, at NiSource Corporate
Headquarters in Merrillville, Indiana.
Dr. Vanessa Allen-McCloud, president and
chief executive officer of the Urban League of
Northwest Indiana, is this year’s recipient of
the Community Leadership Award. For her remarkable dedication to public and social service, Dr. Allen-McCloud is worthy of the highest
praise.
The recipient of this year’s Environmental
Stewardship Award is The Nature Conservancy. The organization has protected millions
of acres of land and thousands of rivers
throughout the world. We are truly grateful for
their conservation efforts, here in the community of Northwest Indiana, and beyond.
The Education Award will be presented to
Junior Achievement of Chicago and Junior
Achievement of Northern Indiana. These economic and mentoring programs prepare students to achieve success and have made a
tremendous positive impact on the youth of
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