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As many as 35 percent of adults aged 40
years or older in the United States—approxi-
mately 69 million Americans—have experi-
enced some form of vestibular dysfunction.
According to the National Institute on Deaf-
ness and Other Communication Disorders
(NIDCD), a further 4 percent (8 million) of
American adults report a chronic problem with
balance, while an additional 1.1 percent (2.4
million) report a chronic problem with dizzi-
ness. Eighty percent of people aged 65 years
and older have experienced dizziness, and
BPPV, the most common vestibular disorder,
is the cause of approximately 50 percent of
dizziness in older people. Overall, vertigo from
a vestibular problem accounts for one third of
all dizziness and vertigo symptoms reported to
health care professionals.

The most commonly diagnosed vestibular
disorders include benign paroxysmal positional
vertigo (BPPV), labyrinthitis and vestibular
neuritis, Méniere’s disease, secondary
endolymphatic hydrops, and perilymph fistula.
Vestibular disorders also include superior
canal  dehiscence, acoustic  neuroma,
ototoxicity, enlarged vestibular aqueduct syn-
drome, and mal de débarquement. Other
problems related to vestibular dysfunction in-
clude vestibular migraine and complications
from autoimmune disorders and allergies.

There is no cure for this disorder. The form
of treatment prescribed for vestibular disorders
depends upon symptoms, medical history and
general health, a physical examination by a
qualified doctor, and diagnostic test results.
Treatment can include: vestibular rehabilitation
therapy, canalith repositioning maneuvers,
home-based exercise, dietary adjustments,
counseling, medication or surgery.

Because of difficulties posed by accurately
diagnosing and reporting vestibular disorders,
statistics estimating how common they are,
how often they occur, and what social impacts
they have range widely. Yet even the lowest
estimates reflect the fact that vestibular dis-
orders occur frequently and can affect people
of any age.

Vestibular disorders not only profoundly af-
fect adults, but also children. Once thought to
be exceptionally rare, pediatric vestibular dis-
orders are receiving increasing attention from
clinicians as an overlooked problem. In addi-
tion to impairments of motor development and
balance, vestibular deficits may cause poor
gaze stability that inhibits children from learn-
ing to read. Despite new awareness of pedi-
atric vestibular disorders, children are currently
not typically screened for them, and as a re-
sult frequently fail to receive medical treatment
for their symptoms.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage all Members to
join me in supporting the third week of Sep-
tember as Balance Awareness Week.

————
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Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate a good friend of mine, Richard
“Skip” Armstrong, for his 51 years in the work-
force.

After more than five decades in the work-
force, Skip retired on August 31, 2018, from
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Maranatha Village in Springfield, Missouri,
where he was the Director of Facilities and
Capital Projects.

However, Skip’s career began long before
his time with Maranatha Village. At the age of
16, Skip began working in the hen houses of
Lubec, Maine. Once he turned 17, he began
working at North Lubec Manufacturing and
Canning Company. Skip spent many years
working in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for
Cardo Automotive Products and as an inde-
pendent building contractor in the city. He
even started his own small business, LTD
Parts, in Sparta, Tennessee, which is still in
operation today. As the years passed, Skip
worked all across the U.S., including Maine,
Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and
then finally, Missouri.

Skip has been much more than a hard-
working employee through the years. He is the
cherished only son of the late Lewis “Duke”
and Florence Armstrong. He has been a lov-
ing husband of 43 years to Deborah Arm-
strong, and a devoted father of three daugh-
ters, Janine, Jennifer and Julia, and a father-
in-law to two of the best son-in-laws around,
Mark and David. His grandchildren, Greyson,
Charlotte, Graham and Lincoln simply can’t
wait to see more of Pappy in the coming
years.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 7th District of
Missouri, | would like to say thank you to Skip
for his years of hard work and commitment to
southwest Missouri as well as his friendship.
Fifty-one years is a long time and something
worth celebrating.

—
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Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today to honor Sergeant First Class Rufus
Lloyd Ketchum, an Army veteran of the Ko-
rean War killed in action at age 38 in the bat-
tle of Chosin.

Sergeant Ketchum honorably served in the
Italian campaign of World War Il and re-en-
listed in the United States Army’s 7th Infantry
Division as a medic. On December 6, 1950,
he was reported missing in action after an in-
tense battle.

In 1952, Mrs. Dorothy Ketchum accepted on
behalf of her husband the nation’s second-
highest military award, the Distinguished Serv-
ice Cross. The citation honored Sergeant First
Class R. Lloyd Ketchum’s “extraordinary her-
oism in action against an enemy army.” For
his leadership and valor, his partial list of
awards include the Purple Heart, Bronze Star,
National Defense Service Medal and Army
Commendation Medal.

Through DNA testing, Sergeant Ketchum’s
remains where accounted for on April 23,
2018. Sergeant First Class Ketchum was laid
to rest at the Calvary Cemetery in Superior,
Wisconsin on August 14, 2018 with full military
honors.

On behalf of the residents of the 7th Con-
gressional District of Wisconsin, | would like to
thank the family of Sergeant Ketchum for his
service to our grateful nation and his ultimate
sacrifice during the Korean War. Welcome
home, Sergeant First Class Ketchum.
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Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | include in the RECORD the following Proc-
lamation:

Whereas, the Almighty God has called to
his eternal rest the Reverend Columbus
Ewing, Pastor of Community Fellowship Bap-
tist Church; and

Whereas, prior to organizing Community
Fellowship, Reverend Ewing was a longtime
loyal assistant to Reverend Matthew Thomas
who organized the Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church
where my wife’s aunt, Aunt Hattie Harrell was
one of the first fourteen members and my dear
friend Mrs. Earline Lindsey and Deacon Davis
may have been the persons who introduced
me to Reverend Ewing; and

Whereas, Reverend Ewing was a Precinct
Captain and political worker in the 37th Ward;
and

Whereas, Reverend Ewing organized Com-
munity Fellowship and | was privileged to at-
tend his first banquet; and

Whereas, Reverend Ewing and Community
Fellowship have always opened their doors
and been a part of community events, political
meetings and everything | have been involved
with to benefit the community for all of these
many years; and

Whereas, Reverend Ewing loved and nour-
ished all of his family, his wonderful wife
Emma, all of his children, grandchildren and
other relatives, he pointed out their achieve-
ments all of the time. | would not say that he
had favorites but he was extremely proud of
church and community activist, teacher, prin-
cipal, Doctor, Reverend, Pastor Shirley Ewing
of Community Fellowship Missionary Baptist
Church; and

Whereas, both Reverend Ewing and | liked
to eat and we shared many a meal together,
both at the church and soul food restaurants
throughout the city;

Therefore, we extend our condolences to
Reverend Dr. Shirley Ewing, the Ewing Family
and the Community Fellowship Missionary
Baptist Church.

———
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Irene and
Roger Francis of Creston, lowa, on the very
special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. They were married on June 22, 1968
in Osceola, lowa.

Irene and Roger’s lifelong commitment to
each other truly embodies our lowa values. As
they reflect on their 50th anniversary, may
their commitment grow even stronger, as they
continue to love, cherish, and honor one an-
other for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 50th year together and | wish them
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