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conducted by the Burmese military
last year:
‘‘The ‘clearance operations’ constituted a human rights catastrophe.
Thousands of Rohingya were killed or
injured. Mass killings were perpetrated. . . . Villagers were gathered
together, before men and boys were
separated and killed. . . . Women and
girls were taken to nearby houses,
gang raped, then killed or severely injured. Bodies were transported in military vehicles, burned and disposed of in
mass graves.’’
b 1215
‘‘Villagers were killed by soldiers,
and sometimes Rakhine men, using
large bladed weapons. Others were
killed in arson attacks, burned to
death in their own houses. In some
cases, people were forced into burning
houses or locked into buildings set on
fire. Rape and other forms of sexual violence were perpetrated on a massive
scale.’’
Secondly, reporters who have attempted to expose these atrocities in
Burma have been targeted for harassment and arrest. Just last week, two
reporters from Reuters were sentenced
to 7 years in prison by a Burmese court
for violating state-secret laws in what
has been widely reported as a sham
process.
During their court proceedings, a police official testified he had been ordered to entrap these journalists. This
is nothing less than an effort to suppress the truth.
The leader of Burma’s civilian government, Aung San Suu Kyi, must pursue the immediate and unconditional
release of these courageous reporters.
Anything less represents a betrayal of
justice and democracy.
Earlier this year, Burma’s national
security advisor made a series of comments designed to deny or downplay
any violence and atrocities against the
Rohingya, saying the vast majority remain in Burma, and ‘‘if it was genocide, they would all be driven out.’’
He went on to declare that the Burmese Government ‘‘would like to have
clear evidence’’ of ethnic cleansing and
genocide. The evidence, of course, is
overwhelming, as presented in the current and previous U.N. reports.
The fact is that Suu Kyi and the civilian government too often excuse or
deny genocide. The U.N. report stated
that she failed to use her position or
moral
authority
to
protect
the
Rohingya, and that civilian authorities
have, instead, ‘‘spread false narratives’’
about the atrocities.
Some have preached patience with
Suu Kyi, noting that she does not have
direct authority over Burma’s military. They say that there is a danger
the military may dismantle the civilian government if she raises concerns
about their brutal and murderous repression of the Rohingya.
I met personally with Suu Kyi a few
years ago as part of a delegation led by
NANCY PELOSI. Her story of not only
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perseverance but triumph over oppression was an inspiration to all of us.
But none of this justifies silence in
the face of genocide.
Over three-quarters of a million
Rohingya have been forced to flee their
homes to seek refuge in neighboring
Bangladesh. Many thousands have been
killed, raped, and beaten as described
earlier. Dozens of villages have been
burned and bulldozed into oblivion.
The civilian government has the
power to free the two jailed reporters
who have exposed particular cases of
violence against the Rohingya.
Mr. Speaker, I rise once again to speak
about the unspeakable suffering of the
Rohingya people.
Two recent developments have accentuated
the vital need for the House to speak formally
and clearly about this human disaster.
First, last month, a fact-finding mission of
the United Nations spelled out what is undeniable—that Burma’s Rohingya Muslim population has been subjected to ‘‘systemic oppression’’ culminating in so-called clearance
operations that ‘‘targeted and terrorized the
entire Rohingya population.’’
The UN report called for Burma’s (also
known as Myanmar) military leaders to be investigated and prosecuted on charges of
genocide, crimes against humanity, and war
crimes related to the atrocities committed
against the Rohingya.
Let me quote directly from the UN report on
the violence and brutality inflicted on the
Rohingya by operations conducted by the Burmese military last year:
The ‘‘clearance operation’’ constituted a
human rights catastrophe. Thousands of
Rohingya were killed or injured. Mass
killings were perpetrated . . . villagers were
gathered together, before men and boys were
separated and killed . . . women and girls
were taken to nearby houses, gang raped,
then killed or severely injured. Bodies were
transported in military vehicles, burned and
disposed of in mass graves.
Villagers were killed by soldiers, and
sometimes Rakhine men, using large bladed
weapons. Others were killed in arson attacks, burned to death in their own houses.
In some cases, people were forced into burning houses, or locked into buildings set on
fire. Rape and other forms of sexual violence
were perpetrated on a massive scale.

Second, reporters who have attempted to
expose these atrocities in Burma have been
targeted for harassment and arrest. Just last
week, two reporters from Reuters were sentenced to seven years in prison by a Burmese
court for violating state secrets laws in what
has been widely reported as a sham process.
During their court proceeding, a police official testified he had been ordered to entrap
these journalists.
This is nothing less than an effort to suppress the truth. The leader of Burma’s civilian
government, Aung San Suu Kyi, must pursue
the immediate and unconditional release of
these courageous reporters. Anything less
represents a betrayal of justice and democracy.
Earlier this year, Burma’s National Security
Advisor (Thaung Tun) made a series of comments designed to deny or downplay any violence and atrocities against the Rohingya,
saying the vast majority remain in Burma, and
‘‘if it was genocide, they would all be driven
out.’’

PO 00000

Frm 00003

Fmt 4634

Sfmt 0634

He went on to declare that the Burmese
government ‘‘would like to have clear evidence’’ of ethnic cleansing and genocide. The
evidence of course is overwhelming, as presented in the current and previous UN reports.
The fact is that Suu Kyi and the civilian government too often excuse or deny genocide.
The UN report stated that she failed to use
her position or moral authority to protect the
Rohingya, and that civilian authorities have instead ‘‘spread false narratives’’ about the
atrocities.
Some have preached patience with Suu Kyi,
noting that she does not have direct authority
over Burma’s military. They say there is a
danger the military may dismantle the civilian
government if she raises concerns about their
brutal and murderous repression of the
Rohingya.
I met personally with Suu Kyi a few years
ago as part of a delegation led by NANCY
PELOSI. Her story of not only perseverance but
triumph over oppression was an inspiration to
all of us.
But none of this justifies silence in the face
of genocide.
Over three-quarters of a million Rohingya
have been forced to flee their homes in Burma
to seek refuge in neighboring Bangladesh.
Many thousands have been killed, beaten, and
raped. Dozens of villages have been burned
and bulldozed into oblivion.
The civilian government has the power to
free the two jailed reporters who have exposed particular cases of violence against the
Rohingya. Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo should
not be imprisoned for shining a light on the
truth.
Congresswoman SCHAKOWSKY is leading efforts to urge Secretary of State Pompeo to demand their immediate release in direct discussions with Suu Kyi, saying ‘‘this case is only
the latest example of the ongoing erosion of
press freedom in Burma, especially directed at
those covering military abuses.’’
Representatives JOAQUIN CASTRO and ANN
WAGNER have sent a letter directly to Suu Kyi
urging the journalists’ release after being sentenced for, in their words, ‘‘their commitment
to a central role of a free press—speaking
truth to power.’’
Nikki Haley, the U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations, has said ‘‘the conviction of two
journalists for doing their job is another terrible
stain on the Burmese government.’’
Last week, I introduced H. Res. 1057, calling on Suu Kyi to move to immediately and
unconditionally free the two reporters. It builds
on an earlier resolution that I joined with Senator DURBIN and the late Senator McCain that
called for both military and civilian authorities
to end the violent repression of the Rohingya.
I urged that we in the House carry out our
solemn duty and come together now and
speak with one voice. We should pass a resolution right now saying that jailing reporters for
exposing the truth is a grave injustice, especially when that truth is the crime of genocide.
We cannot wait to respond to this injustice
when it is convenient or safe. Those whose
voices have been suppressed through violence and cruelty need us to speak for them
now. We must not fail them.
f

RECOGNIZING CROYDON FIRE
COMPANY
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the Croydon
Fire Company in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, which recently celebrated its
100th year of service in our community.
Recently, the fire company celebrated with a parade and an open
house, which I had the honor to participate with them in, allowing
Croydon residents to express their
gratitude and well wishes to the brave
men and women who sacrifice so much
for our community.
I would like to take this time, Mr.
Speaker, to show our community’s appreciation for volunteer fire companies, who often today are feeling the
squeeze of declining membership and
volunteerism.
In Croydon, under the strong leadership of Chief Tom Tryon, the fire company continues to see success. However, there is still work to be done in
order to sustain the viability of volunteer fire companies, and we stand by
their side in this mission.
I applaud the work of the Croydon
volunteer fire company and their tireless work to protect our families and
our community. We wish them all the
best as they enter their second century
serving lower Bucks County and our
entire community.
OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in recognition of Ovarian
Cancer Awareness Month. As policymakers and citizens, it is a time for us
to reflect on loved ones lost and to
work together in advancing bipartisan
solutions to eradicate this disease. I
am proud of my neighbors in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, who are doing
their part to advocate for a cure to
ovarian cancer.
Turn the Towns Teal, a national
campaign that spreads awareness of
ovarian cancer through the placement
of teal ribbons in public locations, recently arrived in Doylestown borough.
This event brought together thoughtful
citizens, in partnership with the
Doylestown Rotary Club, dispensing
nearly 400 ribbons throughout the area.
It takes several leaders to make this
impactful event possible. I would like
to thank coordinator Joan Doyle for
her
activism,
along
with
the
Doylestown
borough
mayor,
Ron
Strouse, and the entire Doylestown
borough council for their support in
the fight against ovarian cancer. I
want to commend all volunteers who
participated in Doylestown’s Turn the
Towns Teal event in its 10th year of existence. We look forward to collaborating with them to promote this noble
cause throughout our community.

Shared Support, Inc., in Warminster
is a unique program that gives participants work experiences in multiple settings. One of Shared Support, Inc.’s impressive stories involves Jimmy Garcia, who assists the residents of the
Neshaminy Manor nursing home.
Recently, during a painting activity
session, Jimmy was extremely helpful
in making sure the residents had the
supplies they needed to accomplish
their tasks. He also took a trip with
Neshaminy Manor to the Middletown
Grange Fair, assisting Warwick-based
Ross Mill Farm with the hard work of
cleaning the animal pens.
I applaud Jimmy for his hard work
and for being an outstanding citizen in
our community. I would also like to
thank Shared Support cofounder and
CEO Christine Martin, direct care professional
Mike
Hegarty,
and
Neshaminy Manor’s activities aid Margaret Matthews for all of their amazing
work with an amazing organization.
Our community really thanks them for
all the work they do.
f

RECOGNIZING FAIRVIEW
MORAVIAN CHURCH
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 minutes.
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Fairview Moravian Church in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, for
hosting its third annual Police Appreciation Day last Friday. It was my
privilege to attend this inspiring and
exciting event in honor of the entire
Winston-Salem police force and their
families.
Fairview Moravian Church did an incredible job of bringing together the
community to celebrate the commitment and sacrifices that law enforcement officers and their families make
to protect and serve the community.
Numerous local businesses also participated in the event by providing a wonderful meal and various door prizes.
I commend Police Chief Catrina
Thompson, along with her leadership
team, for the leadership they provide
the police force, and I commend and
thank, with all my heart, the WinstonSalem police force and all of the men
and women who make daily sacrifices
to keep the community safe. They are
truly a dedicated group of people.
The Fifth District is fortunate to
have the congregation of Fairview Moravian Church devote its time and effort to carry out this tradition to show
the men and women of the police force
the support they deserve every day.
May God continue to bless everyone
involved.
f
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RECOGNIZING SHARED SUPPORT, INC.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize a nonprofit organization in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, that gives individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities the ability to contribute to society in a variety of meaningful and fulfilling ways.

VerDate Sep 11 2014

September 12, 2018

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

01:06 Sep 13, 2018

Jkt 079060

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.
Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 25
minutes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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b 1400
AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CALVERT) at 2 p.m.
f

PRAYER
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:
Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.
The Members of this House return to
address issues of concern to the Nation.
Give them the gifts of discernment and
patience in the work that faces them.
Even so, a major storm approaches
the Carolinas, promising disruptions to
life and safety in the coastal States, as
well as impacting travel for many
Members.
May this be a time, with Your grace,
for Americans to demonstrate good
will toward their neighbors, and patience as well, with the difficult responsibilities of those in government
when natural disaster is imminent. We
thank You for the courage of those
charged with responding to the impact
of the storm in the coming days, and
ask that all would be safe and secure.
May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.
Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Journal stands approved.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. WILLIAMS led the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
f

PALESTINIAN LIBERATION ORGANIZATION SUBSIDIZES MURDER
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this week, President Donald
Trump, Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, and National Security Advisor John Bolton made the courageous
decision to close the Palestinian Liberation Organization, PLO, office in
Washington.
The PLO has taken no steps to advance the peace negotiations with
Israel. Instead, they have focused their
efforts on leveraging the International
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