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economy that encompasses 1 out of 15
American jobs, I urge this Congress to
take up full permanent funding for the
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

Since its establishment 50 years ago,
the Land and Water Conservation Fund
has greatly benefitted my home dis-
trict in Bucks and Montgomery Coun-
ties in Pennsylvania. Treasured public
lands such as Nockamixon State Park,
Tyler State Park, and cherished com-
munity venues such as Hatfield Com-
munity Park are all just a few of the
examples of the beneficiaries of this
valuable fund.

I am encouraged by the strong bipar-
tisan support for permanent funding of
the Land and Water Conservation
Fund. I urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to continue its au-
thorization and funding on a perma-
nent basis.

Mr. Speaker, this must be a bipar-
tisan priority, and we must get this
done. The alternative is unacceptable.

———

IMPOSING CERTAIN SANCTIONS IN
THE EVENT OF FOREIGN INTER-
FERENCE IN A UNITED STATES
ELECTION—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115-152)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Committee on the Judiciary, Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence,
and Committee on House Administra-
tion, and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (60 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.), the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), section 212(f)
of the Immigration and Nationality
Act of 1952 (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), and sec-
tion 301 of title 3, United States Code,
I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order declaring a national
emergency to deal with the threat of
foreign interference in United States
elections and authorizing the United
States Government to impose a range
of appropriate and meaningful sanc-
tions against foreign individuals and
entities determined to have engaged in
election interference.

Foreign powers have historically
sought to exploit America’s free and
open political system. In recent years,
the proliferation of digital devices and
internet-based communications has
created significant vulnerabilities and
magnified the scope and intensity of
the threat of foreign interference. To
deal with this threat, I have directed
the Director of National Intelligence to
conduct regular assessments of any in-
formation indicating that foreign elec-
tion interference has taken place. I
have also directed the Attorney Gen-
eral and Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to conduct evaluations of the ef-
fects of any such interference that tar-
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geted election infrastructure or cam-
paign-related infrastructure, and to
provide updates and recommendations
on appropriate measures to take in re-
sponse.

In the event foreign election inter-
ference is determined to have occurred,
the Executive Order provides for the
imposition of sanctions on foreign per-
sons determined by the Secretary of
the Treasury, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, to have engaged in,
sponsored, concealed, or otherwise been
complicit in the interference, as well
as other related persons. The Executive
Order further directs the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to develop additional recommended
sanctions measures, appropriately cali-
brated to account for the severity of
the interference and any collateral ef-
fects on United States and allied finan-
cial stability and economic and secu-
rity interests, targeting companies in
significant economic sectors in a coun-
try whose government is determined to
have engaged in or sponsored election
interference.

I am enclosing a copy of the Execu-
tive Order I have issued.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 12, 2018.

————

AMERICA IS #BETTEROFFNOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Kan-
sas (Mr. HESTES) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the topic of
this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to begin tonight by offering
thoughts and prayers to the commu-
nities in the path of Hurricane Flor-
ence. My home State of Kansas is no
stranger to natural disasters, and we
are standing with those who will be im-
pacted in the coming days.

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk about
how we are all better off now. There
has been a lot of talk lately about our
country’s economic recovery. Some of
the debate recently has centered
around when it started versus how it
started. But really, it indicates one
thing is real clear, that after years of
stagnation, high unemployment, low
wage growth, today, there is no deny-
ing that America is better off now than
we were 2 years ago.

Tax reform and getting government
out of the way has helped fuel this eco-
nomic recovery. For 8 long years, we
had an administration working against
business growth. Now America has a
President and Congress working to
grow the economy.
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In addition to our economy,
progrowth policies have been cham-
pioned that allow veterans, our Armed
Forces, families, and small businesses
in every sector and in every commu-
nity to be better off now.

During this Special Order, I look for-
ward to highlighting all the exciting
things happening in my district in
Kansas and around the country that
are returning America to a place of
strength, security, and prosperity.

Throughout the August district work
period, I traveled my district dis-
cussing how Kansans are better off now
thanks to legislation that enhances our
economy, secures our community, and
strengthens our military.

During the past month, I met with
multitudes of small businesses and
groups, some of which include: the
Wichita Regional Chamber of Com-
merce; touring a wind farm in Pratt
County; meeting with constituents at
Dave’s Pizza in Coldwater; learning
about services provided at Medicine
Lodge Memorial Hospital; meeting
with constituents at Hibbard’s Pre-
scription Plus in Medicine Lodge;
hosted a town hall for veterans; par-
ticipated in a roundtable with the Re-
altors of south central Kansas; cele-
brated the ribbon cutting of two low-
income housing projects in Wichita,
one specifically designated for vet-
erans; met with constituents at Tiger
Town Pizza in St. John; toured the
Golden Belt Feeders in Stafford Coun-
ty; met with constituents at Carr
Auto-Electric in Larned; visited the
Offerle Co-op; spent a day in Greens-
burg at the Big Well Museum, the
school, the senior center, the art stu-
dio, and the media center; discussed
the farm bill and several other issues
related to our agriculture community
as I went to several county farm bu-
reau meetings; spoke at the West Wich-
ita Sunrise Rotary Club; and toured
the Textron Aviation manufacturing
facility.

I travel home to Kansas every week
and during the district work period to
hear from constituents. Even though
there is more work to do, my latest
district work period made it clear, as I
spent time in the district, that individ-
uals, families, and small businesses
across our State and country are better
off now.

From our economy standpoint, the
numbers really speak for themselves.
The unemployment rate is near an 18-
year low at 3.9 percent. Youth unem-
ployment is at the lowest level in 52
years. Female unemployment is at the
lowest level in 65 years. Black and His-
panic unemployment rates are the sec-
ond lowest ever recorded. Veterans re-
cently hit the lowest unemployment in
20 years.

Last quarter, our economy grew at
4.2 percent. For perspective on that,
during President Obama’s term, the
economy only grew at an average of 1.9
percent.
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Last month, wages grew at the fast-
est rate in 9 years; consumer con-
fidence in our economy is the highest
since October 2000; and just yesterday,
small business optimism surged to the
highest level ever recorded, passing the
record that was set during President
Reagan’s Presidency. Jobless claims
are at the lowest rate since December
6, 1969, and this summer, the U.S. had
more job openings than job seekers for
the first time in history.

These numbers are great news for the
millions of families across America,
but these numbers didn’t happen by ac-
cident. I look forward to further dis-
cussion tonight about how we are
working every day to make America
better off now.

At this time, I am pleased to yield to
the gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACK).

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, long be-
fore 2017, our Tax Code had become bro-
ken, complicated, and outdated. It no
longer worked for our families or our
businesses. We needed to rebuild con-
fidence in our private sector and pro-
vide release for families. We needed to
bring back America’s competitive edge
by giving job creators freedom from
punishing high taxes. And when tax re-
form was signed into law last Decem-
ber, we accomplished that.

In our bill, we doubled the standard
deduction and lowered the rate for in-
dividuals, which means that parents
and families are keeping more of their
money in their pockets.

We also dramatically reduced the tax
rate for small businesses so they can
invest in the people who keep their
businesses moving. And now we want
to make those cuts permanent.

The Tax Foundation estimates that
implementing permanent relief will
create 1.5 million new jobs and increase
our GDP by 2.2 percent. Permanent tax
cuts will continue to encourage the
economic growth that has put our Na-
tion back in the front of competition.
It will give taxpayers room to breathe
when it comes to saving for life’s unex-
pected challenges or emergencies, and
it will allow our families to save
money by expanding access to new and
existing savings vehicles for their chil-
dren’s education.

That is what tax reform is all about:
allowing taxpayers to Kkeep more
money in their pockets so that they
can choose what to do with their
money. Americans know how to spend
their money better than the govern-
ment does. It is as simple as that.

I am proud of our accomplishments,
because it means people can breathe
easier and with confidence. But we still
have work to do to ensure that our Tax
Code remains competitive, innovative,
and better. Tax reform is boosting our
economy, and we want to add to that
momentum.

So, with the bill that the Ways and
Means Committee is working on, we
have an opportunity to bring perma-
nent certainty to millions of Ameri-
cans, and we intend to do just that.
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Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
OLSON).

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank my dear friend from Kansas for
letting me share with the American
people the stories from home, Texas 22.

My home county, my home district is
on the verge of coming close to 900,000
people. The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act has
changed all of their lives in a dramatic
and very important way. Texas 22 is
better off now. My home county, Fort
Bend County, Texas, is the most di-
verse county in America; 140 languages
are spoken all over Texas 22.

Every time I am home, I ask people
what they think about lower tax rates
for their families, a 21 percent cor-
porate tax rate, full expensing of their
expenses in the same year, and an end
of the death tax. They say the same
thing over and over; 140 languages be-
come one language, and that language
is pure Texas.

Quote from back home:

I like these tax cuts.

Are they good?

Dang straight. I reckon I can buy a new
pickup truck, provide healthcare for my em-
ployees who have back pains because their
wallets in their back pockets of their Wran-
gler jeans are so darn heavy they are twist-
ing their spine.

Mr. Speaker, these Texans say:

I can’t understand how Democrats in the
U.S. House can call these tax cuts mere
crumbs.

Crumbs. Back home, they are puz-
zled: How can these Democrats be so
out of touch with America? How can
my family keeping our money be such
a bad thing?

But one old boy Texan in Meadville,
Texas, solved this problem. He said:

If the money I get in my pocket from keep-
ing my money is crumbs, I am fixing to be a
world record holder in the Guinness Book of
World Records. I will have a mound of
crumbs as big as a Texas icon, Enchanted
Rock.

That rock is 640 acres big and stands
525 feet above the terrain. That is a
dang big pile of crumbs.

Gary Allred owns Rosenberg Tractor
right there in Fort Bend County. He
has had that up and running for 32
years. Being in the tractor business,
agriculture, lots of ups and downs: One
year it rains; the next year it doesn’t.
One year it is hot; one year it is cold.

The big city is coming his way. We
are growing dramatically in southeast
Texas. All this growth has made his
land very, very, very valuable. He
knows if he has to sell his land some-
time in the future, land that has been
in his family now for almost 50 years,
he will have to pay a death tax; and
maybe his daughter, his son, his
grandsons, his granddaughters won’t
have his dream, their tractor company
in their possession.

But Gary knows now he no longer has
to worry: the death tax is dead. That is
because of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.
He said:

I have guys coming in, customers, looking
to buy a new tractor and all the farm imple-
ments that go with them.
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He is worried because he is a hay
farmer, piles and piles of hay. He is
worried because these so-called crumbs
he will get will be so huge, they will
block out all of his hay crops. That is
a big, big, big pile of crumbs.

Mr. Speaker, the final crumb story I
have, again, is from an icon from Rich-
mond, Texas. His name is Andres
Novoa. He owns La Cocina Mexican res-
taurant. For every crumb of the Mexi-
can food he makes, he sells, he gives
two crumbs back to his local commu-
nity.

He has the largest Cinco de Mayo
celebration in all of Fort Bend County.
He raises thousands and thousands and
thousands of dollars for causes like
Meals on Wheels in Fort Bend County.
He has raised enough money to buy two
vans for Meals on Wheels. With the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act, he can buy another
van, a third van, for Fort Bend County
Meals on Wheels.

These Texans are all excited. The
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 2.0 is coming
quickly. That means this great law will
be permanent. It will be more competi-
tive. And guess what. We will have
more and more records in Fort Bend
County of piles and piles of crumbs for
the Guinness Book of World Records.

Americans are better off right now,
and they will be better off in the fu-
ture.

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend from Texas, appre-
ciate all of that information, talking
about the positive impact that is hap-
pening all across America with the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act.

When we talk about are you really
better off now, the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act is one of those great examples of
something that has been accomplished
over the last 2 years.

The act itself just helped jump-start
our economy. It repealed the
ObamaCare individual mandate pen-
alty. The standard deduction was near-
ly doubled, up to $12,000 for single fil-
ers, to $18,000 for a head of household,
and to $24,000 for joint filers.

The child tax credit for families was
doubled from $1,000 to $2,000, and indi-
vidual along with business tax rates
were cut across the board for every tax
bracket. That means this year a mid-
dle-class family of four in Kansas will
keep an extra $2,100 of their hard-
earned money in their pocket, money
they can use, save for their retirement,
save for their children’s college edu-
cation, or maybe go out for a dinner
and a movie.

The law also cut corporate rates from
35 percent, which was the fourth high-
est rate in the world and the highest
amongst the developed world, to a com-
petitive 21 percent, encouraging busi-
nesses to expand and to reinvest in
America again. So far, more than 700
companies around the country have
done just that, benefiting millions of
hardworking families with bonuses,
higher wages, and better benefits.

In Kansas, 24 businesses with more
than 700 locations statewide have
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boosted wages and benefits for tens of
thousands of employees.

O 2015

During the August work period, I was
able to visit with employees at some of
those companies, including Legacy
Bank. Legacy Bank is a community-
based bank based in Colwich, Kansas,
with roots dating back to 1885. Today,
Legacy Bank operates eight branches
throughout my district and has 81 em-
ployees.

In July, Legacy Bank became one of
the latest companies in my district to
announce a midyear bonus of up to
$1,000 per employee.

In August, I met with employees and
the board of directors, who told me the
bonuses would not have been possible
without the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.

Also, last month I met with workers
from Textron Aviation Facilities in
Wichita. In an earlier meeting, Textron
officials had said the tax reforms of
2017 have strengthened the environ-
ment for aircraft sales in the United
States and the outlook remains posi-
tive. Textron now has the largest back-
log of orders in 8 years, supporting
thousands of jobs in our community,
which we proudly call the air capital of
the world.

Our district is also home to the larg-
est tax cut bonus in the country. After
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act was signed,
Wichita Railway Systems, a railroad
car parts supplier, turned their tax cut
into $3,000 to $6,000 bonuses for its em-
ployees. The Wichita Business Journal
reported that these bonuses would have
otherwise gone toward corporate in-
come tax and on to the government.

During a visit there, the CEO of the
small manufacturing company said em-
ployees receiving the bonus would turn
right around and invest in the econ-
omy, showing how these bonuses not
only benefit the workers and their fam-
ilies, but also the entire community.

Other employees who are better off
now thanks to the tax cuts include Fi-
delity Bank, which announced $1,500
bonuses for its 400 Wichita area em-
ployees. Cox Communications an-
nounced $1,000 to $2,000 bonuses for
their 900 area employees. Mahaney
Roofing in Wichita has been able to
hire more employees thanks to the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act. And Wichita’s larg-
est employer, Spirit AeroSystems, an-
nounced new investments in tech-
nology and training to help the rising
demand in 2018.

These numbers show the economic
growth and optimism happening in my
State and around the country because
of tax reform. And, more importantly,
behind each statistic are people who
are finally better off now.

Recently, my colleague Representa-
tive BRAD WENSTRUP from Ohio pointed
out that the critics who proclaim that
tax cuts only help billionaires could
not be further from the truth. Over $1.1
trillion in tax relief, or 77 percent of
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, goes di-
rectly to families and small businesses.
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Over one-half of the 2019 individual tax
cuts, or $133 billion, go to those earn-
ing under $200,000.

Middle-income families see larger
percentage reductions in their taxes
than wealthier families. A typical mar-
ried couple with two Kkids earning
$73,000 would see a tax cut of over
$2,000, a reduction in their income
taxes of nearly 60 percent.

The bill didn’t just help the rich.
Under the new tax law, the share of
taxes paid by millionaires actually in-
creases from 19.3 percent to 19.8 per-
cent.

Also, when American companies are
doing well, workers do well. Just ask
one of the 4 million workers who saw a
benefit or pay raise due to the tax re-
form.

I would also like to point out that
companies who had previously stashed
money abroad are bringing it back to
the United States thanks to the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act. Our Tax Code penal-
ized companies that did successfully
operate overseas, and we wanted to tax
them. Our Tax Code wanted to tax
them a second time for them to bring
their money back home. So, typically,
these companies would only bring
about $50 billion in earnings abroad
every quarter. In the first 3 months of
this year, they brought $158 billion
back to the U.S. According to
Bloomberg, that is the biggest reversal
on record since 1946.

In addition, dividends received from
abroad totaled $340 billion in the first 3
months of 2018, which is also a record.
This money can be put to work in the
United States either investing in a new
plant, paying for bonuses or salary in-
creases, paying dividends, or buying
back stock. But at the end of the day,
America is richer because of it, and we
are all better off now.

Families from the heartland and
throughout our country are also better
off thanks to lower utility rates that
are a direct result of the tax reform:
expanded family savings programs for
education and retirement; in efforts to
reduce crime in our communities, in-
cluding human trafficking. We have
also invested $2 billion to address
school safety and mental health issues.
A new Career and Technical Education
Act for the 21st Century is allowing
more students to pursue career and
technical programs at institutions like
Wichita State University Tech.

One of the things that I am seeing as
I travel across the district is that we
have a drastic shortage of an educated
workforce to help fill these jobs, and
we wanted to make sure that, in uti-
lizing the Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act, we get more people to be
supplied as welders, auto mechanics,
airplane mechanics, electronics techni-
cians, and sheet metal workers.

Provisions in the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act also help promote rural broadband
expansion. Last month, I visited with
Butler Rural Electric Co-Op, which
said they are now able to provide faster
internet to residents in rural parts of
my district.
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In June, the House passed a package
of 58 bills to combat the opioid epi-
demic. This was the most significant
effort by Congress against a single drug
crisis in history, as we have invested $4
billion to address this epidemic.

Just to talk a little bit about that
epidemic, in 2016, 313 people died from
an opioid overdose in Kansas, leaving
thousands of family members and
friends to cope with the loss. In 2018,
more than 2 million Americans will
suffer from an opioid addiction.

In June, when the House passed the
58 bills, we wanted to focus on this
being the most significant effort by
Congress to make sure that this drug
crisis is addressed and resolved. Last
year’s spending bill that spends the $4
billion to address this epidemic is
being used to help law enforcement ef-
forts, funding new treatment and pre-
vention efforts and increasing inspec-
tion and surveillance to stop the flow
of drugs into our country.

Human trafficking has become a
major problem across the country. This
year, House Republicans have passed
dozens of bills to fight human traf-
ficking, including the Allow States and
Victims to Fight Online Sex Traf-
ficking Act, the Department of Home-
land Security Blue Campaign Author-
ization Act, the No Human Trafficking
on Our Roads Act, and the Combating
Human Trafficking in Commercial Ve-
hicles Act, which have been signed into
law. As a result, online advertising for
commercial sex trafficking has gone
down by 60 to 80 percent.

In another area, in May, Congress
sent the Trickett Wendler, Frank
Mongiello, Jordan McLinn, and Mat-
thew Bellina Right to Try Act of 2018
to President Trump. As Speaker RYAN
said, terminally ill patients and their
loved ones deserve the opportunity,
wherever possible, to take advantage of
an offer that may provide them a
chance for a longer life.

For patients who may not qualify for
certain trials or who have tried other
options of approved medication, this
bill would allow them access to experi-
mental treatments and therapies. After
all, it should be their choice of what
they do, to help them have that oppor-
tunity and the right to try.

The good news doesn’t stop with our
economy and with our families. Vet-
erans and our armed services have been
a priority in this Congress.

This year Congress passed the VA
MISSION Act, which revolutionizes
healthcare for veterans by stream-
lining services and ensuring veterans
get the care they deserve from the VA
or from their private doctor closer to
home.

This is the biggest improvement in
veterans healthcare in 5 years and will
build on the Choice Act to fulfill our
promise to veterans by allocating $5.2
billion to pay healthcare costs through
the Veterans Choice Fund, expanding
eligibility in the VA’s caregiver pro-
gram, and improving healthcare deliv-
ery, including telemedicine, mental
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health support, peer-to-peer support,
and mobile deployment teams for rural
and underserved veterans for routine
and specialized care.

Also for veterans, the Affordable
Housing Credit Improvement Act that
we passed in Congress is helping estab-
lish affordable housing communities
for senior citizens and veterans, like
the two that recently opened in my dis-
trict. Last month, I was able to join
one of those communities specifically
designed for veterans for the ribbon-
cutting ceremony.

One veteran who participated told
local media:

This is a miracle right here. God has done
a lot of miracles in my life. This is one of the
top ones.

Since President Trump signed the VA
MISSION Act on June 6, 2018, which
happens to be D-day, it has helped rev-
olutionize healthcare for veterans by
making sure that they get the options,
the choices, and the right to the care
that they so richly deserve.

We have also focused on: How do we
help our Active-Duty military service-
members?

We passed the National Defense Au-
thorization Act, which invests $700 bil-
lion in rebuilding our military. It pro-
vides our troops the largest pay raise
in 9 years. It supports more aircraft,
like the KC—46 tankers from McConnell
Air Force Base in my district. It shot
down an increase of fees in TRICARE
for retirees. It allows former prisoners
of war, Medal of Honor winners, and
service-connected disability veterans
to access the commissaries starting in
2020.

A sad note: There are 22 veterans a
day who commit suicide. What we have
done is, as Congress, passed five com-
prehensive bills to address this epi-
demic:

House Amendment 769 appropriates
no less than $225 million for VA mental
health and suicide prevention pro-
grams;

H.R. 4635 directs the VA to emphasize
peer support counselors for female vet-
erans who, among other things, are
also at risk of suicide;

H.R. 4173 directs the VA to conduct
studies on outcomes and efficacy of the
Veterans Crisis Line and report to Con-
gress the results;

H.R. 2345 requires the FCC to coordi-
nate with HHS and the VA in studying
the feasibility of designing a three-
digit dialing code for a national suicide
prevention and mental health crisis
hotline system; and

H.R. 918 directs the VA to furnish
former members of the Armed Forces
an initial mental health assessment
and mental healthcare services re-
quired to treat urgent mental
healthcare needs, including the risk of
suicide or harm to others.

There are many things that we have
accomplished. There are still more
things to do.

This week, we are going to vote to
give the VA the largest dollar amount
in history, which includes:
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$206 million for suicide prevention
outreach, for a total of $8.6 billion for
mental healthcare programs;

$192 million for the inspector general,
$25 million above fiscal year 2018, to
provide the resources needed to inves-
tigate the overwhelming number of al-
legations being reported with regard to
waste, claims processing backlogs, and
general accountability;

Fully funds family housing at $1.6
billion, $173 million above the fiscal
year 2018 enacted levels for the families
of those who serve; and

$1.8 billion to homeless veterans pro-
grams.

Overall, there are just so many posi-
tive things that have been accom-
plished over the last 2 years when we
look at are we all better off now.

I have talked a lot about some of the
impacts of the various bills that we
have passed, some of the benefits that
affect people in my district and people
in the State of Kansas.

I have here a list numerous compa-
nies throughout the State that have
taken advantage of the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act, and I am going to read just a
few of those and a brief description of
what they did.
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The Lawrence Paper Company in
Lawrence, Kansas, gave $500 bonuses
for all 300 employees and spent $5 mil-
lion for new equipment and expansion
at all three locations.

Spirit AeroSystems increased invest-
ment in training and technology.

Westar Energy filed a request before
the Kansas Corporation Commission to
reflect that its electric rates ought to
be reduced by the full amount of tax
savings from the change in the Federal
tax law.

AT&T offered $1,000 bonuses for 1,500
Kansas employees.

Walmart employees at 75 different
Walmart stores throughout the State
received tax reform bonuses, wage in-
creases, and expanded maternity and
paternity leave.

Best Buy, which has 12 locations in
Kansas, offered $1,000 bonuses to their
full-time employees and $500 bonuses to
part-time employees.

And even small businesses like Taco
John’s, which has 19 locations in Kan-
sas, all full-time and part-time crew
members received a $200 after-tax
bonus.

Other companies that offered bene-
fits—may not run the normal thought
of what you think about—but compa-
nies like Waste Management Incor-
porated, which has multiple locations
in Kansas, paid $2,000 bonuses.

I have a myriad of other companies
that have taken advantage of the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act that we have imple-
mented, and reflect that not only are
they, as companies, better off now, but
their employees are better off now, as
well.

In closing, altogether these actions
have encouraged rapid growth in our
economy, security for our families, and
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support for our veterans and military.
Don’t get me wrong. There is more to
do.

Healthcare premiums increased $4,400
per family from 2010 to 2016. We still
have too many veterans needing
healthcare and jobs. There is more to
do to help small businesses grow, help
families save for college or retirement,
and support our farmers and our manu-
facturers.

In the coming weeks, I am glad we
will debate tax reform 2.0 to unleash
another round of economic growth by
protecting middle-class individuals and
small business tax cuts from going up
in the future, expanding educational
and retirement savings options, and
supporting entrepreneurs.

But today, I am proud of what we
have accomplished thus far because of
businesses like BG Products, Inc.,
based in Wichita, Kansas. The auto-
motive maintenance supply manufac-
turer was established in 1971 by a group
of World War II veterans and auto-
motive industry experts. Over time, BG
Products, grew from an idea to an in-
dustry leader. Its products manufac-
tured in our community are used and
sold in all 50 States, in more than 60
countries, by more than 40,000 shops,
dealerships, and technicians.

However, 2 years ago, BG Products
was at a crossroads, determining
whether or not to expand based on the
economy and the climate of govern-
ment regulations. Following the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act, BG Products was
able to push forward with plans to ex-
pand, putting new tax savings directly
toward new building projects and jobs.

In July, BG Products represented
Kansas in an event honoring products
that are made in America. Following
their White House appearance, I visited
employees at BG Products and toured
their 400,000-square-foot manufacturing
facility in El1 Dorado where we dis-
cussed their plans to expand. Finally,
on August 24, BG Products broke
ground on a 145,000-square-foot edition
in El Dorado, investing $24.5 million in
our community and adding 21 new jobs.

This kind of expansion would not
have been possible without our growing
economy. Like BG Products, Inc.,
today our economy and our country is
strong and is better off now.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
all of my fellow Representatives who
supported the various bills that we
have passed over the last 2 years to
help make my district, my State of
Kansas, and my country stronger and
better off now.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
all of my fellow Members who spoke on
the bill today, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3798, SAVE AMERICAN WORK-
ERS ACT OF 2017; PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE
CONFERENCE REPORT TO AC-
COMPANY H.R. 5895, ENERGY AND
WATER, LEGISLATIVE BRANCH,
AND MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
AND VETERANS AFFAIRS AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2019; AND
PROVIDING FOR PROCEEDINGS
DURING THE PERIOD FROM SEP-
TEMBER 17, 2018, THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 24, 2018.

Mr. SESSIONS (during the Special
Order of Mr. ESTES of Kansas), from
the Committee on Rules, submitted a
privileged report (Rept. No. 1156-949) on
the resolution (H. Res. 1059) providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 3798)
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to repeal the 30-hour threshold for
classification as a full-time employee
for purposes of the employer mandate
in the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act and replace it with 40
hours; providing for consideration of
the conference report to accompany
the bill (H.R. 5895) making appropria-
tions for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2019, and for
other purposes; and providing for pro-
ceedings during the period from Sep-
tember 17, 2018, through September 24,
2018, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HOLDING (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today and the balance
of the week on account of assisting
with hurricane preparedness efforts in
North Carolina.

Mr. ROUZER (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today and the balance
of the week on account of assisting
with hurricane preparedness efforts in
North Carolina.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 34 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, September 13, 2018, at 10
a.m. for morning-hour debate.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

6203. A letter from the Secretary, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Chief
Compliance Officer Duties and Annual Re-
port Requirements for Futures Commission
Merchants, Swap Dealers, and Major Swap
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Participants; Amendments (RIN: 3033-AE56)
received September 7, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

6204. A letter from the Administrator, Cot-
ton and Tobacco Program, Agricultural Mar-
keting Service, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s direct final
rule — Cotton Board Rules and Regulations:
Adjusting Supplemental Assessment on Im-
ports (2018 Amendments) [Doc. #: AMS-CN-
18-0013] received September 10, 2018, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

6205. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Defense Support of Special
Events [Docket ID: DOD-2017-0S-0053] (RIN:
0790-AKO05) received September 10, 2018, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

6206. A letter from the Assistant to the
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the Board’s in-
terim final rule — to amend the Small Bank
Holding Company and Savings and Loan
Holding Company Policy Statement and re-
lated regulations; Changes to Reporting Re-
quirements [Docket No.: R-1619] (RIN: 7100-
AF 13) received September 7, 2018, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

6207. A letter from the Assistant to the
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the Board’s
Major final rule — Single-Counterparty
Credit Limits for Bank Holding Companies
and Foreign Banking Organizations [Regula-
tion YY; Docket No.: R-1534] (RIN: 7100-AE48)
received September 7, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

6208. A letter from the Director, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s interim final rule — Liquidity Cov-
erage Ratio Rule: Treatment of Certain Mu-
nicipal Obligations as High-Quality Liquid
Assets (RIN: 3064-AET7) received September
7, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

6209. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Cyber Security Incident Reporting Reli-
ability Standards [Docket No.: RM18-2-000;
Order No. 848] received September 10, 2018,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

6210. A letter from the Associate Chief,
Auctions and Spectrum Access Division,
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s final rule — Auctions
of Upper Microwave Flexible Use Licenses
for Next-Generation Wireless Services; No-
tice and Filing Requirements, Minimum
Opening Bids, Upfront Payments, and Other
Procedures for Auctions 101 (28 GHz) and 102
(24 GHz); Bidding in Auction 101 Scheduled to
Begin November 14, 2018 [AU Docket No.: 18-
85] received September 10, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

6211. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Special Local Regu-
lation; Battle of the Bridges, Intracoastal
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Waterway; Venice, FLi [Docket No.: USCG-
2018-0608] (RIN: 1625-AA08) received Sep-
tember 10, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6212. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Alle-
gheny River Miles 0.7 to 1.0, Pittsburgh, PA
[Docket No.: USCG-2018-0750] (RIN: 1625-
AA00) received September 10, 2018, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

6213. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Ohio
River Miles 0.0 to 0.5, Pittsburgh, PA [Dock-
et No.: USCG-2018-0743] (RIN: 1625-AA00) re-
ceived September 10, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

6214. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Special Local Regu-
lation; Michigan Championships; Detroit
River; Detroit, MI [Docket No.: USCG-2018-
0732] (RIN: 1625-AA08) received September 10,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

6215. A letter from the Regulation Develop-
ment Coordinator, Office of Regulation Pol-
icy and Management, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Fiduciary Activities; Economic
Impact Analysis (RIN: 2900-A053/WP2010-001)
received September 7, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

6216. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only
rule — Implementation of Nonresident Alien
Deposit Interest Regulations (Rev. Proc.
2018-36) received September 7, 2018, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

6217. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only
rule — Revenue Procedure: Examination of
returns and claims for refund, credit, or
abatement; determination of correct tax li-
ability (Rev. Proc. 2018-45) received Sep-
tember 7, 2018, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

——

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 5059. A bill to amend the
Home Owners’ Loan Act with respect to the
registration and supervision of insurance
savings and loan holding companies, and for
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept.
115-937). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. CHABOT: Committee on Small Busi-
ness. H.R. 6316. A bill to clarify the primary
functions and duties of the Office of Advo-
cacy of the Small Business Administration,
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