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economy that encompasses 1 out of 15
American jobs, I urge this Congress to
take up full permanent funding for the
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

Since its establishment 50 years ago,
the Land and Water Conservation Fund
has greatly benefitted my home dis-
trict in Bucks and Montgomery Coun-
ties in Pennsylvania. Treasured public
lands such as Nockamixon State Park,
Tyler State Park, and cherished com-
munity venues such as Hatfield Com-
munity Park are all just a few of the
examples of the beneficiaries of this
valuable fund.

I am encouraged by the strong bipar-
tisan support for permanent funding of
the Land and Water Conservation
Fund. I urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to continue its au-
thorization and funding on a perma-
nent basis.

Mr. Speaker, this must be a bipar-
tisan priority, and we must get this
done. The alternative is unacceptable.

———

IMPOSING CERTAIN SANCTIONS IN
THE EVENT OF FOREIGN INTER-
FERENCE IN A UNITED STATES
ELECTION—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115-152)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Committee on the Judiciary, Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence,
and Committee on House Administra-
tion, and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (60 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.), the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), section 212(f)
of the Immigration and Nationality
Act of 1952 (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), and sec-
tion 301 of title 3, United States Code,
I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order declaring a national
emergency to deal with the threat of
foreign interference in United States
elections and authorizing the United
States Government to impose a range
of appropriate and meaningful sanc-
tions against foreign individuals and
entities determined to have engaged in
election interference.

Foreign powers have historically
sought to exploit America’s free and
open political system. In recent years,
the proliferation of digital devices and
internet-based communications has
created significant vulnerabilities and
magnified the scope and intensity of
the threat of foreign interference. To
deal with this threat, I have directed
the Director of National Intelligence to
conduct regular assessments of any in-
formation indicating that foreign elec-
tion interference has taken place. I
have also directed the Attorney Gen-
eral and Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to conduct evaluations of the ef-
fects of any such interference that tar-
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geted election infrastructure or cam-
paign-related infrastructure, and to
provide updates and recommendations
on appropriate measures to take in re-
sponse.

In the event foreign election inter-
ference is determined to have occurred,
the Executive Order provides for the
imposition of sanctions on foreign per-
sons determined by the Secretary of
the Treasury, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, to have engaged in,
sponsored, concealed, or otherwise been
complicit in the interference, as well
as other related persons. The Executive
Order further directs the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to develop additional recommended
sanctions measures, appropriately cali-
brated to account for the severity of
the interference and any collateral ef-
fects on United States and allied finan-
cial stability and economic and secu-
rity interests, targeting companies in
significant economic sectors in a coun-
try whose government is determined to
have engaged in or sponsored election
interference.

I am enclosing a copy of the Execu-
tive Order I have issued.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 12, 2018.

————

AMERICA IS #BETTEROFFNOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Kan-
sas (Mr. HESTES) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the topic of
this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to begin tonight by offering
thoughts and prayers to the commu-
nities in the path of Hurricane Flor-
ence. My home State of Kansas is no
stranger to natural disasters, and we
are standing with those who will be im-
pacted in the coming days.

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk about
how we are all better off now. There
has been a lot of talk lately about our
country’s economic recovery. Some of
the debate recently has centered
around when it started versus how it
started. But really, it indicates one
thing is real clear, that after years of
stagnation, high unemployment, low
wage growth, today, there is no deny-
ing that America is better off now than
we were 2 years ago.

Tax reform and getting government
out of the way has helped fuel this eco-
nomic recovery. For 8 long years, we
had an administration working against
business growth. Now America has a
President and Congress working to
grow the economy.
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In addition to our economy,
progrowth policies have been cham-
pioned that allow veterans, our Armed
Forces, families, and small businesses
in every sector and in every commu-
nity to be better off now.

During this Special Order, I look for-
ward to highlighting all the exciting
things happening in my district in
Kansas and around the country that
are returning America to a place of
strength, security, and prosperity.

Throughout the August district work
period, I traveled my district dis-
cussing how Kansans are better off now
thanks to legislation that enhances our
economy, secures our community, and
strengthens our military.

During the past month, I met with
multitudes of small businesses and
groups, some of which include: the
Wichita Regional Chamber of Com-
merce; touring a wind farm in Pratt
County; meeting with constituents at
Dave’s Pizza in Coldwater; learning
about services provided at Medicine
Lodge Memorial Hospital; meeting
with constituents at Hibbard’s Pre-
scription Plus in Medicine Lodge;
hosted a town hall for veterans; par-
ticipated in a roundtable with the Re-
altors of south central Kansas; cele-
brated the ribbon cutting of two low-
income housing projects in Wichita,
one specifically designated for vet-
erans; met with constituents at Tiger
Town Pizza in St. John; toured the
Golden Belt Feeders in Stafford Coun-
ty; met with constituents at Carr
Auto-Electric in Larned; visited the
Offerle Co-op; spent a day in Greens-
burg at the Big Well Museum, the
school, the senior center, the art stu-
dio, and the media center; discussed
the farm bill and several other issues
related to our agriculture community
as I went to several county farm bu-
reau meetings; spoke at the West Wich-
ita Sunrise Rotary Club; and toured
the Textron Aviation manufacturing
facility.

I travel home to Kansas every week
and during the district work period to
hear from constituents. Even though
there is more work to do, my latest
district work period made it clear, as I
spent time in the district, that individ-
uals, families, and small businesses
across our State and country are better
off now.

From our economy standpoint, the
numbers really speak for themselves.
The unemployment rate is near an 18-
year low at 3.9 percent. Youth unem-
ployment is at the lowest level in 52
years. Female unemployment is at the
lowest level in 65 years. Black and His-
panic unemployment rates are the sec-
ond lowest ever recorded. Veterans re-
cently hit the lowest unemployment in
20 years.

Last quarter, our economy grew at
4.2 percent. For perspective on that,
during President Obama’s term, the
economy only grew at an average of 1.9
percent.
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