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schools to learn about agriculture and nutrition
issues.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank Mr. Lorenzo
Candelaria for all the valuable contributions
him and his family have made to our commu-
nity. His organic produce has been a wonder-
ful option for local shoppers and restaurants
looking for healthy options, and his warmth
and generosity have helped shape the lives of
so many young people in the Albuquerque
area.

———

HONORING THE VALLEJO BRANCH
OF THE NAACP

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2018

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the Vallejo Branch of the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) on its 100th anniver-
s

ary.

The Vallejo Branch of the NAACP received
its Charter on July 8, 1918. It was the second
Branch established in California, after the Sac-
ramento Branch. Since its founding, the
Vallejo Branch has worked tirelessly with com-
munity and religious leaders to fulfill the prom-
ise of equality to all Americans. Early in its ex-
istence, the Vallejo Branch collaborated with
prominent  African-American  professionals,
members of the clergy and business leaders
on anti-lynching legislation, desegregation and
political rights. The Vallejo Branch later ex-
panded its focus to include advocacy for better
jobs and pay for people of color on Mare Is-
land and desegregation of the federal housing
projects in Vallejo.

Most recently, the Vallejo Branch of the
NAACP has worked to address the high rate
of sexually transmitted diseases and infections
(STDs and STIs) among African Americans
aged fourteen to twenty-five in Solano County,
and Vallejo specifically. The Vallejo Branch
has also been focused on educating, testing,
and treating STDs and STIs and secured
$250,000 to work towards this goal. The
Branch’s Legal Redress team has been active
in the litigation of numerous discrimination
issues involving housing, school, and employ-
ment injustices in Vallejo. Its Education Com-
mittee is actively involved in Vallejo’s school
system to guarantee that all students have
equal access to quality education. In addition,
the Vallejo Branch encourages its members to
exercise their hard won right to vote.

Mr. Speaker, the Vallejo Branch of the
NAACP has been an important institution in
our community for 100 years. The Vallejo
Branch has worked continuously to improve
the lives of African Americans in our commu-
nity. It is therefore fitting and proper that we
honor it here today.

RECOGNIZING THE DAUGHTERS OF
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2018

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the week of September 17th
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through the 23rd as Constitution Week and
acknowledge the Daughters of the American
Revolution for their dedication to upholding the
importance of the Constitution. This year
marks the 231st anniversary of the framing of
the Constitution of the United States of Amer-
ica and the 62nd observance of Constitution
Week.

Constitution Week began after the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution petitioned
President Eisenhower in 1955. They petitioned
the President to annually set aside the week
of September 17th through the 23rd as a
week of observance of the Constitution. After
being signed into law on August 2nd, 1956,
Constitution Week has served as a time of
emphasis on citizen’s responsibilities to pro-
tect the Constitution, inform the public on the
importance of the Constitution, and encourage
the study the history that led to the framing of
the Constitution in 1787.

In Central New York, the members of the
Owasco Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution have championed the
ideals of the Constitution since their founding
on April 28, 1897 in Auburn, New York. Since
then, they have been exemplary in their com-
mitment to education, community service,
equality, and patriotism throughout the region.

The Constitution is the foundation of our
country and grants us all the freedoms that we
enjoy today. As we celebrate this year's Con-
stitution Week, | want to honor the Daughters
of the American Revolution for playing such a
pivotal role in creating this tradition and recog-
nize the importance the Constitution as a de-
fining part of our country’s history.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2018

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted yea on Roll Call
No. 394; yea on Roll Call No. 395; and yea on
Roll Call No. 396.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2018

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
vote on September 12, 2018 due to inclement
weather that caused air travel delays. Had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 394; YEA on Roll Call No. 395; and
YEA on Roll Call No. 396.

————————

J. FRANK DOBIE HIGH SCHOOL
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 13, 2018
Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

recognize a great school, J. Frank Dobie High
School in Houston, Texas on 50 years of
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molding the young minds of the South Belt-
Ellington area.

Named for Texas folklorist and former Uni-
versity of Texas professor J. Frank Dobie,
Dobie High school opened with 980 students
in 1968 to address the growing population
boom in the South Belt area. The original high
school, located on Beamer Road, was a sig-
nificant achievement in its construction alone,
being the first district high school designed to
be completely air conditioned. With the excep-
tion of the gyms, the building had no windows,
making it an ideal shelter for tornados. The
school moved to a new building in the fall of
2003, served as a critical emergency shelter
during Hurricane Harvey and helped save
many lives. Throughout the years, Dobie High
School has been a leader in many areas, pro-
ducing national championship Academic De-
cathlon teams, countless district victories in
sports, music and agriculture. Dobie High
School demonstrates an unparalleled commit-
ment to enhancing the education of students
in the South Belt-Ellington area.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to J. Frank Dobie High School on 50 years of
academic excellence.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
CLARENCE JORDAN

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2018

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to re-
member the life of Clarence Jordan, who
passed away on September 8, 2018 at the
age of 88. Clarence dedicated his life to aiding
the underprivileged throughout the Central
New York community. Over the last five dec-
ades, Clarence raised more than $100 million
to support those who needed it the most in the
region.

Clarence Jordan was born in Fall River,
Massachusetts and grew up during the Great
Depression. His childhood was not an easy
one. His father was an alcoholic who abused
him and, by the time he was 11 years old,
both his parents passed away due to tuber-
culosis. Clarence spent his adolescent years
without a stable home, living in California and
Massachusetts. He became close to Jesus
Christ during this time and the church commu-
nity became his new family.

Clarence studied at Barrington College and
intended to work as a missionary in China, but
those plans were cancelled after communists
established their control in the country. He in-
stead served as Associate Director at Goodwill
Industries in Bridgeport, Connecticut and was
the Associate Pastor of Calvary Evangelical
Church. In 1959, Clarence moved to Syracuse
to serve as Director of Men’s Social Services
at the Rescue Mission. This move marked the
beginning of Clarence’s philanthropy in Central
New York.

After serving in his new position for just a
year, Clarence was promoted to Executive Di-
rector at the Rescue Mission. The Rescue
Mission rapidly became one of the most ex-
tensive social service groups in Central New
York with Clarence at the head of the organi-
zation. During his tenure from 1960 to 2000,
Clarence grew the Rescue Mission to 333 em-
ployees and a budget of $10 million, as well
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