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Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Cathedral High
School in celebration of its 100th anniversary.
The people of Indiana’s 5th Congressional
District are forever grateful for Cathedral High
School’s commitment to preparing all students
to be successful, competent, concerned, re-
sponsible, and ethical members of society. It
is a pleasure to congratulate Cathedral High
School in Indianapolis, Indiana in celebration
of this special occasion.

Cathedral has been an integral part of the
Indianapolis community since its founding by
the Indianapolis Catholic Diocese on Sep-
tember 13, 1918. Founded as an all boys
Catholic high school, Cathedral has seen tre-
mendous growth, from 90 students in 1918 to
nearly 1,200 today. Originally on the second
floor of Cathedral Grade School at 13th and
Pennsylvania, the school moved in 1927 to
14th and Meridian, where it stayed for 50
years. Today the school operates under the
direction of the Cathedral Trustees, Inc. as an
independent private institution located at 56th
Street and Emerson Way. In 1988, girls were
integrated into the student body for the first
time.

Today, Cathedral is a premier Catholic high
school in the Holy Cross tradition. The school
draws students from Marion County and nine
other central Indiana counties. Before attend-
ing Cathedral, students attended approxi-
mately 130 different schools. According to its
mission, Cathedral “transforms a diverse
group of students spiritually, intellectually, so-
cially, emotionally, and physically to have the
competence to see and the courage to act.”
This mission is carried out both in and out of
the classroom by students, parents, teachers,
administrators, and coaches through various
academic programs and over 120 co-curricular
activities. The Fighting Irish have a long his-
tory of excellence earning over 60 state cham-
pionships across all their sports teams. With a
13:1 student-teacher ratio, Cathedral has a
highly personalized, faith-based approach to
learning. This approach has resulted in 100
percent of graduating seniors being accepted
into colleges and universities across the coun-
try. Cathedral’s commitment to its students
and their success was recognized by the U.S.
Department of Education in 1988, 2004 and
again in 2016, when Cathedral earned the dis-
tinction as a “Blue Ribbon School of Excel-
lence.”

The school’s personalized approach to edu-
cation has made Cathedral home to a robust
alumni network, with previous graduates num-
bering among some of the most accomplished
business, community, government, and reli-
gious leaders in the state and country. These
graduates strive to distinguish themselves as
scholars, servant leaders and role models who
are culturally competent, engaged in the glob-
al society, sound in mind and body and spir-
itually active.

It is important to our nation’s future to en-
courage and raise a new generation of Ameri-
cans who have the skills, knowledge, and
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compassion to succeed both in and out of the
classroom. Students like those at Cathedral
give me hope that we will accomplish this vital
mission. Their outstanding work is an inspira-
tion to students, educators and parents across
the nation. Congratulations on 100 years of
excellence in the academic and religious edu-
cation of Indiana high school students.

———
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Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to celebrate
my friend and predecessor, Congressman
Jack Edwards. Congressman Edwards proudly
and ably served Alabama’s First Congres-
sional District in the United States House of
Representatives from 1965 to 1985.

Congressman Edwards has served our
country and Southwest Alabama in numerous
ways over the course of his life, starting in our
nation’s military. After graduating from high
school, Congressman Edwards enlisted in the
Marine Corps and served during the Korean
War.

After graduating college and law school and
a short time teaching at the University of Ala-
bama, he moved his family to the Mobile area
in 1954 and opened his own law firm. Con-
gressman Edwards quickly became an active
member of the Mobile community. He served
as general counsel for the Gulf, Mobile, and
Ohio Railroad and was active on the Mobile
City Planning Commission.

He was elected to Congress in 1964 as a
Republican. In Congress, he established him-
self as a very effective legislator, forming in-
valuable relationships with many of his col-
leagues thanks to his kind and friendly person-
ality. Many of those relationships continue to
this day.

One of his most notable accomplishments in
Congress was his steadfast support for our
nation’s military. He used his position on the
Appropriations Committee to advocate for the
rebuilding and strengthening of the U.S. mili-
tary. He also made transportation a top pri-
ority, and he played a key role in advancing
the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway project
and other projects that benefited Southwest
Alabama and our state as a whole.

As a sign of his success and popularity as
our Congressman, Jack Edwards was re-elect-
ed nine times, and he never faced any serious
opposition. He established a proud tradition of
having strong constituent services in his Con-
gressional office, and helped countless resi-
dents navigate the federal bureaucracy.

After leaving Congress, Congressman
Edwards returned to Mobile and held various
roles in the local community, including his
work as Chairman of the Mobile Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and on the Mayor's Water-
front Advisory Committee. He deserves much
of the credit for helping rebuild and revitalize
Mobile, and it was his efforts that paved the
way for the economic success we are experi-
encing today.

He also served on the Board of Trustees for
the University of Alabama System from 1988
to 1999. He eventually held the position of
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President Pro Tempore of the board before his
retirement.

Jack Edwards has long-served as a mentor
to me, and | value our friendship. He was the
one who first sparked my interest in public
service and encouraged me to get involved in
improving public education in Mobile County.
As Congressman, | still am fortunate to benefit
from his advice and guidance. My wife, Re-
becca, and | consider him and his wife,
Jolane, as dear friends.

On behalf of Alabama’s First Congressional
District and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, | want to wish Congressman
Edwards a very happy birthday. | look forward
to celebrating many more in the years ahead.

———
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Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of S. 2497, the lleana Ros-
Lehtinen United States-Israel Security Assist-
ance Authorization Act of 2018, introduced by
two of my fellow Floridians, the Chair and Co-
Chair of the House Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee’s Subcommittee on the Middle East and
North Africa, Reps. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN (R-
FL) and TED DEUTCH (D—FL).

This legislation takes a number of steps to
reaffirm American commitment to Israel, one
of our nation’s closest allies and partners in
security. Two years ago, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed H. Res. 729, affirming
Israel’'s status as a major strategic partner of
the United Sates, reaffirming our policy of en-
suring Israel Qualitative Military Edge (QME),
and calling for the expeditious finalization of a
new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between our governments. A new MOU was
signed soon after, providing Israel with $3.3
billion in Foreign Military Financing (FMF)
grant assistance every year for the next dec-
ade. While | personally hoped that this figure
would reach $4 billion annually, the new MOU
nevertheless reflected our commitment to
Israel’'s security and our numerous cooperative
programs in missile defense, cyber-defense,
and aerospace.

The legislation we are debating today codi-
fies this MOU into law, ensuring that it is the
policy of the United States to provide assist-
ance to the Government of Israel in order to
support funding for cooperative programs to
develop, produce, and procure missile and
other defense capabilities to help Israel meet
its security needs, and to help develop and
enhance the defense capabilities of the United
States. This legislation expands Israel’'s ac-
cess to precision guided munitions for self-de-
fense in the event of a sustained armed con-
frontation with armed groups such as
Hezbollah or the terrorist organization Hamas.
S. 2497 extends stockpile authority for war re-
serves in lsrael, extends American loan guar-
antees, modifies the procedures for rapid ac-
quisition and deployment of defense supplies,
and takes important steps to improve upon
Israel's QME, including new assessments of
Israel's ability to effectively defend itself
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