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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 5895, 
ENERGY AND WATER, LEGISLA-
TIVE BRANCH, AND MILITARY 
CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS 
AFFAIRS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 13, 2018 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, first, let me thank 
Ranking Member LOWEY and all of the Rank-
ing Members of these subcommittees for their 
leadership and negotiation skills. This bill is 
truly a testament to Democratic leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Appropria-
tions Committee, I rise today to speak on H.R. 
5895, the conference report that contains the 
Fiscal Year 2019 bills for Military Construction 
and Veterans Affairs, Energy and Water, and 
the Legislative Branch. 

While this is not a perfect bill, I support this 
bill, which provides $8.8 million in new funding 
for Members to pay interns. As someone who 
started as an intern in the office of the late 
Congressman Ron Dellums, I know how im-
portant interns are to ensure that Capitol Hill 
runs smoothly. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Military- 
Veterans Affairs Subcommittee, I am proud 
that this bill provides a total of $97.1 billion in 
spending—which is $5.15 billion more than the 
fiscal year 2018—for our veterans. 

The bill also includes important report lan-
guage which ensures greater oversight of 
jointly managed projects between the VA and 
the Army Corps of Engineers, like the Ala-
meda Point project in my district. 

Finally, while this is a good bill, I worry that 
this bill is short-sighted and will not address 
future funding needs for the VA Mission Act. 
As the daughter of a veteran, I know that our 
servicemembers and their families make enor-
mous sacrifices to serve our nation. 

Their tireless service more than earns them 
our commitment to addressing this funding 
issue. So, I look forward to continuing to work 
on this and improve quality of life for our 
servicemembers and their families. 

But I am deeply concerned, Mr. Speaker, 
about the $65 million included in the Energy 
and Water Appropriations bill for a new low- 
yield nuclear weapon. I tried in Committee and 
on the Floor to cut this funding, but Repub-
licans rejected my amendment. 

Mr. Speaker, the warhead funded in this bill 
would set a dangerous precedent—that of 
arming our submarines with a low-yield bal-
listic missile—something that has never been 
done in the many decades of our nuclear de-
terrence. 

What’s worse—funding this warhead lowers 
the threshold for nuclear weapons use and 
could put us on a dangerous path to war. 

And frankly our nation shouldn’t just rely on 
building more nuclear weapons. We must en-
sure that diplomacy is our nation’s first path-
way to address these global challenges. 

Mr. Speaker, we are making Americans less 
safe with this nuclear weapon. I am deeply 
disturbed with this inclusion and I hope my 
colleagues will join me in opposition to this 
funding of a nuclear weapon. 

f 

HONORING CHRIS MAZDZER FOR 
WINNING A SILVER MEDAL IN 
THE 2018 WINTER OLYMPICS 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Chris Mazdzer, who made history at 
the 2018 Winter Olympic Games in Pyeong 
Chang. 

Hailing from our very own Saranac Lake, 
New York, Chris is an American Olympian 
sensation. Chris made his debut in the 2010 
Winter Olympics in Vancouver and then again 
in the 2014 Sochi games, where both times he 
finished 13th in men’s singles luge. But it was 
not until 2018 that Chris made history and fin-
ished with an incredible silver medal win, 
Team USA’s first ever medal in that event. 
Chris trained tirelessly at the Olympic Training 
Center in Lake Placid, and I know he has in-
spired the next generation of athletes from 
across our region. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st District, I am 
proud to congratulate Chris Mazdzer for his 
well-earned silver medal, and honor him for 
showing the world just what the North Country 
has to offer. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF SERGEANT COLIN GEORGE 
DRAKE 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2018 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate and honor the life and service 
of Sergeant Colin George Drake from New 
Richmond, Wisconsin. 

As a member of the U.S. Army, Sergeant 
Drake embodied the best qualities of all Amer-
icans. He was loyal to his country, respected 
by his battalion, and loved by his family and 
community. Sergeant Drake committed his life 
to help others. He enlisted in the United 
States Army as a Behavioral Health Techni-
cian and voluntarily served on two consecutive 
deployments to Kuwait in 2012 and 2013 as a 
member of the 785th Medical Detachment, 
Combat Operational Stress Control, in Madi-
son. Sergeant Drake faithfully served his 
country until his death on June 1, 2018. 

Sergeant Drake’s exemplary service will al-
ways be remembered. His family, his home 
State of Wisconsin, and his country are eter-
nally grateful for his sacrifice. It is my honor to 

pay tribute to him and I urge my colleagues to 
join me today in honoring the life of Sergeant 
Colin Drake for the sacrifice he made for this 
country and for our freedom. 

f 

HONORING ALONNA K. RUBIN 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2018 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the service of Alonna K. Rubin, Presi-
dent and Founder of Families In Arms, a non- 
profit dedicated to help children with autism 
and their families. 

Mrs. Rubin received her B.S. in Broadcast 
Journalism and Speech Communication in 
1995. She went on to get her M.S. in Edu-
cation in 1997. Married to David in 2000, they 
welcomed their first son, Jack in 2001. When 
Jack was diagnosed with Autism at age two, 
Alonna resigned from her teaching position 
and became a full-time advocate for her son. 
She immersed herself in Jack’s therapies, and 
worked alongside specialists to ensure effec-
tiveness of therapies and strategies. In 2005, 
David and Alonna were blessed with another 
little boy, Carter. Since 2008, Alonna has been 
Co-President of her local school district’s Spe-
cial Education PTA and was an instructor with 
The Long Island Institute of Professional Stud-
ies, teaching ‘‘Assisting Students With Autism 
in the Classroom’’ for several years. Alonna 
has been a guest lecturer for Touro College, 
‘‘Identifying and developing Programs for Gift-
ed Students with Learning Disabilities’’, as well 
as giving presentations for Superintendent’s 
Conference days for various school districts 
on Special Education and Autism. Alonna is 
the founder of Families in Arms, Inc., along 
with her father and co-founder Ric Mango. 

The mission of Families in Arms is to give 
families of children with Autism, the oppor-
tunity to create memories that go far beyond 
the walls of therapy. 1 in 59 children in the 
United States are diagnosed with Autism. 
Early intervention is the key to helping children 
with Autism begin to make the greatest 
strides. Children with Autism typically begin 
therapy at or around the age of two, often 
times between 25–40 hours per week. 

Families In Arms works to help these very 
special children and their families step out be-
yond the walls. Studies show that declarative 
memory in children with Autism is unharmed, 
untouched and often stronger than your aver-
age person. Children with Autism will always 
remember the hard work they put in every day 
for their entire lives. They will never forget the 
special moments they create with the people 
that love them the most. 

Families In Arms assists families to alleviate 
financial strain and provide relief so that they 
are free to create memories that last a life- 
time. 
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HONORING EMMA HARTLEY, GULF 

COAST HEART WALK WARRIOR 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 24, 2018 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
an impressive Gulf Coast philanthropist, Miss 
Emma Hartley of Gulfport, Mississippi. 

My district is nicknamed ‘‘Mississippi’s Fight-
ing Fourth,’’ earned for Mississippi’s spirit and 
the residents who call her ‘‘home.’’ Most Mis-
sissippians have a warrior spirit, a tenacity, a 
willingness to do whatever it takes to live and 
nurture each other with compassion and inten-
tional care. These qualities embody one of 
Mississippi’s youngest and most determined 
warriors—ten-year-old Emma Hartley. 

Emma was born August 2, 2008, missing a 
heart valve. Less than 24 hours after her birth, 
Emma underwent the first of what would be-
come many surgeries. Perhaps it was an in-
nate fighting spirit and a purpose to persevere 
for the sake of loving others that brought 
Emma and her heart safely through that first 
critical surgery. Perhaps she knew then that 
she would need to grow strong and develop a 
voice to encourage others to face tough bat-
tles with a smile. Perhaps it is simply that God 
has big plans for this little girl. What is known 
is that Mississippi’s Gulf Coast is blessed by 
Emma’s heart, beating now for over 10 years, 
and Emma’s desire to make a difference in 
the lives of those facing similar health chal-
lenges. 

Emma has outlived the expectations of 
many of her doctors, and she will soon under-
go her fifth surgery. Before age 18, she is like-
ly to face several more; but, she endures each 
procedure with courage and grace. From an 
early age, Emma participated with her mom, 
Lisa Northrup, in fundraising efforts such as 
Rock Your Scar, the March of Dimes, Mended 
Little Hearts, and the Heart Walk for the Amer-
ican Heart Association. Now, with the support 
of family, friends, and her church, Emma 
champions her own efforts, working hard to 
raise funds, give speeches, and boost aware-
ness of these causes in her local commu-
nities. 

Crafting and creating artwork, two of 
Emma’s hobbies, are incorporated into her 
philanthropic efforts, too. For one of her fund-
raisers this year Emma sold handcrafted wood 
signs, some of which were ordered from far 
away. Also, Emma’s artwork has been repro-
duced in awards given to the top Heart Walk 
high achievers. 

This year’s Gulf Coast Heart Walk was on 
September 22. Emma offered the opening 
prayer to start the event. Mississippi is fortu-
nate to have such a brave, talented, ambi-
tious, and inspiring warrior, like Emma Hartley. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE REPUB-
LIC OF ARMENIA FOR 27 YEARS 
OF INDEPENDENCE FROM THE 
SOVIET UNION 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 24, 2018 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, as Co-Chair of 
the Congressional Caucus on Armenian 

Issues, I congratulate Prime Minister 
Pashinyan and the people of the Republic of 
Armenia on 27 years of independence from 
the Soviet Union. Since this day 27 years ago, 
the Armenian people have lived up to their 
pledge to create a free and independent na-
tion, built on strong democratic principles and 
a market economy. 

Earlier this year, Armenia saw incredible 
and unprecedented change in its government 
as a result of the Velvet Revolution. The 
peaceful transition of power after the revolu-
tion is a clear indication of the will of the Ar-
menian people, strongly demonstrating a com-
mitment to a fairer and more democratic state. 
Since my first visit in 1997, I continue to be 
struck by the incredible progress Armenia has 
made towards bolstering its government trans-
parency, strengthening its democratic institu-
tions, and empowering its civil society. I be-
lieve it is critical for the United States to con-
tinue to deepen its ties with our regional part-
ner at every level of government to ensure this 
transformation continues. 

The Republic of Armenia has also consist-
ently championed the right to self-determina-
tion of its neighbors in the Republic of 
Artsakh. This is a right that Artsakh continues 
to fight for in its steadfast pursuit of regional 
security and stability despite a tenuous cease 
fire. The United States must continue to sup-
port a negotiated end to hostilities with Azer-
baijan along the lines of the Royce-Engel 
peace proposals, and take further action to 
ensure that all parties of the conflict are in-
cluded. 

I join with the Armenian people and the Ar-
menian-American community in celebrating 27 
years of independence. I send my best wishes 
on this important day and pledge my contin-
ued commitment to a strong United States-Ar-
menia partnership. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GEN-
ERAL (RET.) ROBERT ANDREW 
COCROFT, UNITED STATES (U.S.) 
ARMY 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 24, 2018 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Brigadier General (Ret.) Robert 
Andrew Cocroft, U.S. Army veteran who 
passed away on September 12, 2018. He was 
born to Willie Tilmon Cocroft and Louise 
Cocroft (Gee) on November 16, 1946, in 
Conway, Mississippi. The Cocroft family set-
tled in Milwaukee in 1947. 

Robert received his formal education in the 
Milwaukee Public School system and was a 
fellow graduate of North Division High School 
in 1965. In 1966, while attending the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Oshkosh on a football schol-
arship he was drafted into the U.S. Army but 
opted to attend Officer Candidate School to 
become an infantry officer. He was a Vietnam- 
era veteran who served overseas duty in the 
Republic of Korea. He joined the 84th Division 
of the Army Reserve in Wisconsin and 
climbed the chain of command until earning 
the rank of Brigadier General. At the conclu-
sion of his military career, he was the Assist-
ant Division Commander of Operations for the 
98th Division having commanded at the com-

pany, battalion and brigade levels over his 40 
years of active and reserve military service. 
He officially retired in 2006. 

At the time of his passing, he had served as 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
nonprofit Center for Veterans Issues, Ltd. 
(CVI) for over 14 years. In addition to advo-
cating for the needs of veterans, CVI services 
include housing for low-income, homeless, mi-
nority and women veterans including their 
families. CVI is distinguished as the largest 
private provider of transitional housing and 
permanent supportive housing for veterans in 
Wisconsin. 

Robert served as Deputy Secretary of the 
Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs 
from 1994 to 2002. He had the overall respon-
sibility for the Department’s day-to-day oper-
ations, which included administration and 
management of 900 full-time employees, de-
partmental administrative services, as well as, 
coordination and direction of strategic planning 
and program development. 

Robert was the immediate past National 
Commander of the National Association of 
Black Veterans (NABVETS) which was estab-
lished in 1973, through the combined efforts of 
Robert Cocroft, Willie Sims, and Thomas 
Wynn (deceased) to advocate on behalf of its 
members. NABVETS currently has chapters in 
80 cities throughout the United States and is 
certified by the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs as a claims representative for veterans. 

He was a life-long learner and continued his 
training/education while working and going to 
school full-time to earn a Bachelor of Science 
in Agricultural Business Management, Master 
of Arts in Public Policy and Administration 
both from the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son, Officer Candidate School, U.S. Army 
Paratrooper Airborne School, and the U.S. 
Army War College at Carlisle Barracks, P A. 

Robert leaves behind his beloved wife of 49 
years, Jacqueline D. Cocroft to mourn his 
passing. Additionally he leaves a strong leg-
acy of leadership for his children, Dianna 
Killins (Cocroft), Robert H. Cocroft and his 
adopted daughter Annette (Michael) Miller, 
Grandsons—Devin Tyree Cocroft, Isiah H. 
Cocroft, Robert T. Cocroft, Jonavan M. 
Cocroft, Michael A. Killins, Malik A. Killins, 
Mekhi A. Killins. Granddaughters—Arianna I. 
Cocroft, First Lieutenant Michelle A. Killins, 
USAR. Great-grandchildren—McKayla A. 
Killins and Morgan A. Killins and a host of 
other family and friends. 

Brigadier General (Ret.) Robert Andrew 
Cocroft was a true servant leader, as dem-
onstrated by his commitment to veteran af-
fairs, as well as, serving on numerous boards 
and committees both locally and nationally. 
Robert was my friend and a Milwaukee and 
Wisconsin treasure. I valued his service to the 
4th Congressional District, including his serv-
ice as Co-Chair of the 4th Congressional Dis-
trict Academy Advisory Committee, his com-
mitment to building safe transitional housing 
for veterans in the district, and his advocacy 
on behalf of low-income minority and female 
veterans. I urge my colleagues in the U.S. 
House of Representatives to join me in a sa-
lute to late Brigadier General (Ret.) Robert An-
drew Cocroft. 
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