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2018, is a two-year, bipartisan reauthorization 
of programs and activities for the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology, or NIST. 
I am glad to see that this bill increases funding 
levels for the agency’s laboratory programs 
and funds research and standards facilitation 
for important issues such as advanced com-
munications, cybersecurity and privacy, inter-
net of things, quantum information science, ar-
tificial intelligence research, and infrastructure 
resilience. I am glad to support this bill today, 
and furthermore, urge my colleagues to sup-
port increased funding in the future for crucial 
laboratory infrastructure enhancements on the 
NIST campuses. 

H.R. 6398, The Department of Energy Vet-
erans’ Health Initiative Act, authorizes the De-
partment of Energy (DOE) to conduct collabo-
rative research with the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) in order to address com-
plex, large data management challenges asso-
ciated with veterans’ health care issues. Spe-
cifically, it aims to leverage DOE’s expertise in 
high performance computing in order to ana-
lyze VA-provided health and genomics data. 

This bill also directs DOE to carry out a two- 
year research pilot program to advance re-
search in artificial intelligence and data ana-
lytics for a broad range of potential applica-
tions. It provides the Secretary with the au-
thority to establish user facilities capable of 
securely storing large data sets created by 
Federal agencies, academic institutions, or in-
dustry at DOE National Laboratories. I appre-
ciate the need to utilize the entire resource 
base of the Federal government to address 
the needs of our veterans’ health care. This 
bill provides an important tool to try and make 
our veterans lives better, and I strongly sup-
port the bill’s passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. NORMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6398, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PRIVILEGED REPORT ON RESOLU-
TION OF INQUIRY TO THE PRESI-
DENT 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, submitted 
an adverse privileged report (Rept. No. 
115–978) on the resolution (H. Res. 1017) 
of inquiry requesting the President, 
and directing the Secretary of State, to 
transmit to the House of Representa-
tives copies of all documents, records, 
communications, transcripts, sum-
maries, notes, memoranda, and read- 
aheads in their possession referring or 
relating to certain communications be-
tween President Donald Trump and 
President Vladimir Putin, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

HIZBALLAH INTERNATIONAL FI-
NANCING PREVENTION AMEND-
MENTS ACT OF 2018 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 1595) to amend the Hizballah 
International Financing Prevention 
Act of 2015 to impose additional sanc-
tions with respect to Hizballah, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1595 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Hizballah International Financing Pre-
vention Amendments Act of 2018’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
TITLE I—PREVENTION OF ACCESS BY 

HIZBALLAH TO INTERNATIONAL FI-
NANCIAL AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS 

Sec. 101. Mandatory sanctions with respect 
to fundraising and recruitment 
activities for Hizballah. 

Sec. 102. Modification of report with respect 
to financial institutions that 
engage in certain transactions. 

Sec. 103. Sanctions against certain agencies 
and instrumentalities of foreign 
states. 

Sec. 104. Diplomatic initiatives to prevent 
hostile activities by Iran and 
disrupt and degrade Hizballah’s 
illicit networks. 

TITLE II—NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING AND 
TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL ACTIVI-
TIES OF HIZBALLAH 

Sec. 201. Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to affiliated networks of 
Hizballah for transnational 
criminal activities. 

Sec. 202. Report on racketeering activities 
engaged in by Hizballah. 

Sec. 203. Modification of report on activities 
of foreign governments to dis-
rupt activities of Hizballah; re-
ports on membership in 
Hizballah. 

TITLE III—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Sec. 301. Regulatory authority. 
Sec. 302. Implementation; penalties; judicial 

review; exemptions; rule of con-
struction; exception relating to 
importation of goods. 

Sec. 303. Report consolidation and modifica-
tion. 

TITLE I—PREVENTION OF ACCESS BY 
HIZBALLAH TO INTERNATIONAL FINAN-
CIAL AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS 

SEC. 101. MANDATORY SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO FUNDRAISING AND RE-
CRUITMENT ACTIVITIES FOR 
HIZBALLAH. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101 of the 
Hizballah International Financing Preven-
tion Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–102; 50 U.S.C. 
1701 note) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 101. MANDATORY SANCTIONS WITH RE-

SPECT TO FUNDRAISING AND RE-
CRUITMENT ACTIVITIES FOR 
HIZBALLAH. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall, on 
or after the date of the enactment of the 
Hizballah International Financing Preven-
tion Amendments Act of 2018, impose the 
sanctions described in subsection (b) with re-
spect to any foreign person that the Presi-
dent determines knowingly provides signifi-

cant financial, material, or technological 
support for or to— 

‘‘(1) Bayt al-Mal, Jihad al-Bina, the Is-
lamic Resistance Support Association, the 
Foreign Relations Department of Hizballah, 
the External Security Organization of 
Hizballah, or any successor or affiliate there-
of as designated by the President; 

‘‘(2) al-Manar TV, al Nour Radio, or the 
Lebanese Media Group, or any successor or 
affiliate thereof as designated by the Presi-
dent; 

‘‘(3) a foreign person determined by the 
President to be engaged in fundraising or re-
cruitment activities for Hizballah; or 

‘‘(4) a foreign person owned or controlled 
by a person described in paragraph (1), (2), or 
(3). 

‘‘(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions 
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(1) ASSET BLOCKING.—The exercise of all 
powers granted to the President by the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (except that the 
requirements of section 202 of such Act (50 
U.S.C. 1701) shall not apply) to the extent 
necessary to block and prohibit all trans-
actions in all property and interests in prop-
erty of a foreign person determined by the 
President to be subject to subsection (a) if 
such property and interests in property are 
in the United States, come within the United 
States, or are or come within the possession 
or control of a United States person. 

‘‘(2) ALIENS INELIGIBLE FOR VISAS, ADMIS-
SION, OR PAROLE.— 

‘‘(A) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—An 
alien who the Secretary of State or the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security (or designee of 
one of such Secretaries) determines is sub-
ject to subsection (a) is— 

‘‘(i) inadmissible to the United States; 
‘‘(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other 

documentation to enter the United States; 
and 

‘‘(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or 
paroled into the United States or to receive 
any other benefit under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

‘‘(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 

or the Secretary of Homeland Security (or 
designee of one of such Secretaries) shall re-
voke any visa or other entry documentation 
issued to an alien who the President deter-
mines is subject to subsection (a), regardless 
of when issued. 

‘‘(ii) EFFECT OF REVOCATION.—A revocation 
under clause (i) shall take effect imme-
diately and shall automatically cancel any 
other valid visa or entry documentation that 
is in the possession of the alien. 

‘‘(c) WAIVER.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may, for 

periods not to exceed 180 days, waive the im-
position of sanctions under this section if 
the President certifies to the appropriate 
congressional committees that such waiver 
is in the national security interests of the 
United States. 

‘‘(2) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after 
the issuance of a waiver under paragraph (1) 
with respect to a foreign person, and every 
180 days thereafter while the waiver remains 
in effect, the President shall brief the appro-
priate congressional committees on the sta-
tus of the involvement of the foreign person 
in activities described in subsection (a). 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ADMITTED; ALIEN.—The terms ‘admit-

ted’ and ‘alien’ have meanings given those 
terms in section 101 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 

‘‘(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional 
committees’ means— 
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