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an annual turkey dinner, a car show,
and events for sight- and hearing-im-
paired assistance.

Lions Clubs have inspired genera-
tions of people to become civic-minded
individuals dedicated to using their
talents and ambitions to improve their
communities without financial reward.

Mr. Speaker, Lions Clubs around the
globe serve millions annually, and I
wholeheartedly congratulate the War-
ren Lions Club on its 95th anniversary
of being a powerful force for good in
the world.

————
WE SHOULD LISTEN TO WOMEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I am
a member of the Judiciary Committee
in this body, and, unfortunately, the
Framers of the Constitution didn’t give
my committee or this Chamber a role
in vetting and confirming the Presi-
dent’s nominee to the Supreme Court.

But in the House, we pride ourselves
as being the people’s House because we
are in constant contact with our con-
stituents. So while I do not have a vote
in the process, I do have a voice. As an
elected Representative, I feel a sacred
responsibility to raise my voice.

First of all, I don’t care when the al-
legations of sexual assault came for-
ward. I don’t care about whatever
schedule Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY
thinks is more important. I don’t care
about the impending fall term of the
Court or the timing of Robert Mueller’s
next indictments in his investigation
of the Trump White House and cam-
paign.

In the case of Judge Brett
Kavanaugh, we should listen to the
women. We should always listen to the
women, but in this case, multiple
women have come forward to risk their
lives and reputations because they be-
lieve the truth about Judge Kavanaugh
must come out before he is confirmed
or rejected by the Senate.

Women in this country should know
that if you come forward to make cred-
ible allegations against anyone, you
will be respected and you will be heard.

Do you want to know why so few sex-
ual assaults are reported in this coun-
try? Well, it is unfolding on the na-
tional stage: Why didn’t she report it?
Why didn’t she do something more?
Why didn’t she say something earlier?

It is always she, she, she, when we
know that sexual assault is not her
fault, and fear of coming forward is not
her fault either.

They didn’t believe Bill Cosby’s ac-
cusers until they did, or Harvey
Weinstein, or Speaker Hastert’s, or a
hundred other people I could name here
today, until we did.

When the stakes are this high, we
shouldn’t be imposing deadlines or ulti-
matums or requiring victims to con-
form to our timetables, as Republican
Senators have done. And by high
stakes, I don’t mean just the lifetime
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appointment of a judge, but this is an
important moment for young men and
young women in this country. They are
watching, and they are learning.

We should be leading by example and
allowing victims to come forward, be
respected, and be heard.

Do I want my grandson to learn a les-
son that sexual assault while he is in
high school could follow him for the
rest of his life? You are damn right I
do.

Do I want young men to learn that
behavior that hurts other people, no
matter how drunk or how high they
are, is unacceptable? You are damn
right I do.

Do I want young women to not be
afraid to come forward, no matter
when they are ready to? You are damn
right I do.

Look, I am not saying you need to
believe Judge Kavanaugh’s accuser, but
as a Congress and as a country, we need
to listen to women.

Now, I will admit that I would not
vote for Judge Kavanaugh whether or
not the current allegations are true or
Republicans steamroll the victims to
fast track his appointment. I believe in
a woman’s right to control their own
reproductive system, regardless of
what men think. So, yeah, you can bet
I would vote against him.

I believe freedom of religion should
extend to all, including those of the
Muslim faith, who should be able to
worship and move around just like ev-
eryone else. So you can bet I would
vote against Kavanaugh.

I believe people should marry whom-
ever they want, whomever they love. I
oppose a judge who thinks a sitting
President is above the law right now
when we need as a Nation an inde-
pendent judiciary to hold politicians,
even the President, accountable, which
is another reason I wouldn’t vote for
Judge Kavanaugh.

But what is important right now is
not how I feel about Judge Kavanaugh.
What is important is that we lead by
example. We need to be clear that the
days of, ‘“Boys will be boys,” or, “It
was just locker room talk,”’ are over.

Mr. Speaker, the Senate should take
as much time as is needed to take very
seriously this situation. They should
take it seriously for our daughters, for
our sons, for you, and for me, too.

————————

RECOGNIZING MARC GALLAWAY,
WASHINGTON PRINCIPAL OF THE
YEAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Marc Gallaway from
Selah Middle School for being named
the Association of Washington School
Principals Middle Level Principal of
the Year.

A lifelong Washingtonian, Marc
Gallaway earned his bachelor’s degree
from Central Washington University
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and his master’s degree from Heritage
University in Toppenish. He worked as
both a special education teacher and a
baseball coach before he came to work
at Selah Junior High School in 2005.

Mr. Gallaway has served as principal
at what is now Selah Middle School for
the past 14 years. Every day, Mr.
Gallaway nurtures a culture of posi-
tivity and teamwork among students
and staff.

Mr. Speaker, I want to honor Mr.
Gallaway for empowering students and
teachers to embrace the Viking Way
and thank him for his positive influ-
ence that he has had on students in
central Washington.

This award is something that Mr.
Gallaway, his students, and fellow fac-
ulty and staff should be very proud of.
I urge my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Marc Gallaway on this sig-
nificant achievement.

CELEBRATING NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE

MONTH

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, Sep-
tember is National Hispanic Heritage
Month, and I am proud to represent
central Washington where Hispanic
heritage and culture tells the story of
many of my constituents and our com-
munities.

I have witnessed firsthand how His-
panic Americans contribute to our
communities through entrepreneur-
ship, military service, and cultural di-
versity. I am proud to recognize my
Hispanic American friends and neigh-
bors in Washington’s Fourth Congres-
sional District.

I am also proud to support national
appreciation of Hispanic American and
Latino leadership and heritage as an
original cosponsor of the National Mu-
seum of the American Latino Act. I
support the establishment of a Smith-
sonian museum to recognize Latino
contributions to American history,
life, art, and culture.

In the United States, our shared val-
ues bring us together, and we cherish
our Nation’s diverse history. I urge my
colleagues to join me in celebrating
National Hispanic Heritage Month.

RECOGNIZING CATHEY ANDERSON FOR ENERGY

NORTHWEST’S CEO LIFESAVING AWARD

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Cathey Anderson for
the compassion she demonstrated
aboard a flight from Nevada to central
Washington.

Cathey did not think twice before
springing into action when she noticed
a man in his 70s who was traveling
alone. He appeared confused and then
lost consciousness.

Cathey recognized the signs of a sei-
zure, and she took the initiative to
help. She and two other nurses admin-
istered medical treatment until the
flight landed, and they were greeted by
medical crews upon arrival in Yakima.

Cathey is a registered nurse and the
occupational health supervisor at En-
ergy Northwest. She was awarded the
CEO Lifesaving Award for her actions.
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To Cathey’s family and friends, her
quick action was not a surprise, be-
cause it wasn’t the first time she com-
forted a stranger in distress.

I thank Cathey for her willingness to
help others around her everywhere she
goes. Please join me in recognizing
Cathey Anderson for receiving this
prestigious award.

———

PERIPHERAL ARTERY DISEASE
PATIENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, thou-
sands of unnecessary amputations are
conducted each and every year as a
treatment for those who have periph-
eral artery disease.

PAD patients suffer from poor blood
circulation, which often results in am-
putation, higher mortality rates, and
the other complications that come
with it. It doesn’t have to be this way.
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Minnesota is the epicenter for
groundbreaking innovation in new

PAD treatments. Dr. Osama Ibrahim of
Minneapolis’ North Memorial Hospital
is helping spread the word about
revascularizations instead of amputa-
tions. The University of Minnesota and
the Mayo Clinic are also at the fore-
front of these new procedures.

I am working now with Congressman
DONALD PAYNE to raise PAD awareness,
increase screening for at-risk patients,
and improve access to care to different
therapies so patients don’t have to un-
dergo unnecessary amputations. This
means better healthcare outcomes, as
well as a higher quality of life for thou-
sands of Americans coping with PAD
every year.

SUPPORT THE AMERICAN INNOVATION ACT

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I speak
in favor of H.R. 6756, the American In-
novation Act, which will spur innova-
tion by helping startups survive the
first few years of their existence and
access the capital they need to grow
and expand.

This bill also includes a key provi-
sion that I authored to help entre-
preneurs not only survive, but thrive.
Entrepreneurs and startups are a key
source of innovation and job creation,
particularly in Minnesota.

But the tax code today puts them at
a disadvantage. It makes it harder for
them to access new capital, and it dis-
advantages them as they struggle
through the hardest part of their exist-
ence, which is the very first few years
of profitability. This bill changes that.
It brings tax regulations for governing
startups now into the 21st century so
that entrepreneurs and capital inten-
sive sectors, like medical devices, can
make the necessary investments in re-
search, development, and manufac-
turing to grow and hire more people.

Ultimately, this means more jobs and
more flexibility for Minnesota entre-
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preneurs to not just come up with the
next big idea, but to actually make it
a reality. I hope my colleagues will
join me in supporting this legislation.
SUPPORT THE FAMILY SAVINGS ACT

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 6757, the Family Sav-
ings Act, which includes a provision
that I authored that improves 529 col-
lege savings plans.

Now, we all know that 529 college
savings plans are a popular saving tool
to help families save for college costs
tax free. But today, student loan pay-
ments are not a qualified expense.
Withdrawing any funds from the 529 for
any other reason results in those funds
being taxed as ordinary income, as well
as a 10 percent penalty.

That is why I authored legislation to
solve and address this problem, and it
was included in the Family Savings
Act. By expanding the list of 529 quali-
fied expenses to also include student
loan payments, this will allow a 529
savings plan to be used to pay up to
$10,000 in student loans. It will cer-
tainly help make it easier now to pay
off loans and mitigate the anxiety that
comes for a new graduate who is start-
ing a career.

———
RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT COLO-
NEL ADOLF “WES”
WESSELHOEFT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the incredible life of
Lieutenant Colonel Adolf “Wes”
Wesselhoeft, who, as a child, was one of
11,000 German-Americans placed in in-
ternment camps during World War II.
You see his picture to my left.

Wes was born to German immigrants
in Chicago in 1936. When he was seven,
his family packed what few things they
could and were taken to Crystal City,
Texas, to a detainment camp built
there for German, Japanese, and
Italian immigrants.

Just a year later, in 1944, his family
packed up once again and was sent to
New York City to board the M.S.
Gripsholm. The M.S. Gripsholm headed
to Portugal where the Wesselhoeft fam-
ily and 633 other German expatriates
and repatriates were exchanged for
American prisoners of war and then
sent back to Germany.

Once back in Germany, Wes and his
family lived in the town of Hamburg
with his grandparents. Unfortunately,
Hamburg was the center of Allied
bombings during World War II. Wes has
vivid memories from the bombings,
seeking shelter in bunkers with his
family. Despite those experiences, Wes
remained a true American patriot, and
he was committed to coming back
home to the United States of America.

After the war ended, Wes and his
family moved to Konstanz where he
finished school and worked manual
labor jobs to save money for a return
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to America. He stayed in touch with
the American consulate in Stuttgart,
riding his bike 2 days each way to meet
with them until finally in 1958 the con-
sulate informed him he could return
home. He bought the cheapest passage
to the United States.

Upon arriving in New York, he went
straight to a recruiting office to enlist
in the United States Air Force. Wes
served 22 years in the Air Force and
flew EC-121Rs and B-52s during the
Vietnam war. During his service, he
was exposed to Agent Orange. He is
now legally blind.

Wes and his wife, Shirley, now live in
Ruston, Louisiana, where I proudly
represent them in Congress. Wes rep-
resents the best of America, a patriot
who never gave up on his country. His
service to his country, as well as the
horrors he and his family suffered in
Germany, will never be forgotten.
America is better because of people
like Wes, those willing to give up ev-
erything to serve the American cause.

———

THERE IS A CRISIS BREWING IN
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. RYAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
there is a crisis brewing in America.
Two-and-a-half million workers face
the challenge of losing their pension
through no fault of their own. These
are the folks who get up every single
day, they work hard, they play by the
rules, and all they want is a fair shake,
some decent healthcare, and the retire-
ment that they earned and that they
paid for.

One of these people is Ed Barker, I1I,
from Youngstown, Ohio. He worked for
45 years driving a truck. He worked 60
to 70 hours a week, 6 to 7 days a week.
He now faces a 50 percent cut in his
pension. He missed baseball games, he
missed birthdays, and he missed family
events because he was driving a truck
with the promise that at the end of his
career there would be a solid pension.

Now he and his wife are taking care
of their 96-year-old father, they try to
baby-sit for their kids when they get
deployed and try to help out with the
grandkids, and they try to help their
kid through grad school to make a bet-
ter life, all based on the promises they
were given. But now they face the hor-
rendous situation where they may lose
half of their pension, cuts to
healthcare, and all the rest that come
with that. They did nothing wrong.

Yes, this is going to cost money. But
let me share with the American people,
and remind some of my colleagues,
that we had no problem in this Con-
gress giving a $142 billion bailout to
Bank of America, $280 billion to
Citigroup, $25 billion to the auto indus-
try, $180 billion to AIG, $400 billion to
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, $30 bil-
lion to Bear Stearns, $18 billion to the
airline industry, and $300 billion to the
savings and loans.
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