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TRIBUTE TO REVEREND TROY 
PERRY 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Reverend Troy D. Perry of Los An-
geles, California, founder of the Metropolitan 
Community Church (MCC) which this year 
celebrates its 50th Anniversary. Today, we 
celebrate his commitment to MCC and the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and 
Queer (LGBTQ) Community. 

Rev. Troy Perry has been a force and pio-
neer for LGBTQ human rights, advocating for 
legal, spiritual, and social equality. As the 
founder of the Metropolitan Community 
Church in 1968, he created the first church 
designed to minister to the needs of its 
LGBTQ members. What began as a small 
gathering in his apartment, blossomed into the 
flourishing organization of the MCC with 
churches across the country. The MCC cre-
ated a safe space for members of the LGBTQ 
community to congregate. 

Along with establishing the MCC, Rev. Perry 
was one of the founders of the first gay pride 
event in Los Angeles in 1970. With the goal of 
commemorating the Stonewall uprising of 
1969, he collaborated with other community 
leaders to create Christopher Street West, the 
organization that held its first gay pride parade 
on June 28, 1970. Because of his visionary 
and inspiring actions, LA PRIDE continues 
today under the auspices of Christopher Street 
West. Rev. Perry continued his advocacy for 
gender and sexual equity and became the first 
openly gay person to serve on the Los Ange-
les County Commission on Human Relations 
in 1973. In recognition of his vital work for 
LGBTQ rights, Rev. Perry was invited to the 
White House by President Jimmy Carter to 
discuss his civil rights work. Rev. Perry contin-
ued his advocacy on the national stage, being 
appointed as an official delegate to the White 
House Conference on Hate Crimes and the 
White House Conference on AIDS by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. 

Rev. Troy Perry has been honored by many 
esteemed institutions over the years for his 
work on behalf of the LGBTQ community. 
Rev. Perry received the Humanitarian Award 
from the American Civil Liberties Union, Les-
bian and Gay Rights Chapter and has been 
honored by the Gay Press Association for his 
advocacy and work establishing progressive 
and inclusive communities of faith. 

I ask all Members to join me in congratu-
lating Reverend Troy Perry, a paramount 
voice for peace, tolerance, and understanding 
for his lifetime of outstanding service to the 
LGBTQ community and to our nation. 

HONORING NATHAN DAVIS AND 
CHILDREN’S CARDIOMYOPATHY 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of my constituents, Nathan Davis of 
Norman, Oklahoma, and in support of Chil-
dren’s Cardiomyopathy Awareness Month. 

As an infant, Nathan had a virus which 
caused his heart to develop dilated cardio-
myopathy, a life-long and degenerative heart 
disease that thins the heart muscle. The heart 
virus also caused Nathan to have a seizure 
that lasted three days. He survived against the 
odds but was left with long-term effects of car-
diomyopathy and his seizures. Nathan grew 
up in a town that focused heavily on sports 
but was never able to play. His seizures 
caused short-term memory loss, exacerbated 
by his daily heart medications. These life chal-
lenges have also caused Nathan to suffer 
from mental health illnesses. His daily prayer 
is that with increased awareness and funding 
for cardiomyopathy that eventually a cure can 
be found. 

September is Children’s Cardiomyopathy 
Awareness month, which helps to raise the 
profile and spread information about cardio-
myopathy and the effects it can have on chil-
dren and their families. As in the case of Na-
than, cardiomyopathy can lead to life-long dif-
ficulties, or, tragically, death. It is a leading 
cause of sudden cardiac arrest, particularly 
among young people, and is the leading 
cause of heart transplants for children over 
one year of age. Because symptoms are not 
always obvious, cardiomyopathy can easily re-
main undetected, with often fatal con-
sequences. The mortality rate for pediatric car-
diomyopathy exceeds that of all childhood 
cancers combined, and yet there is a shocking 
lack of both awareness and research on this 
terrible disease. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Nathan Davis and his fight to raise awareness 
for cardiomyopathy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE MONTH OF SEP-
TEMBER AS NATIONAL RICE 
MONTH 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
honor of the numerous rice farming-families 
and industry stake-holders across Mississippi 
and the five other major rice growing states. 
The month of September does not only mark 
the beginning of harvest season across the 
hundreds of rice farms in my home state, but 
it also marks National Rice Month. We recog-

nize the American families and over 125,000 
individuals that grow, harvest, mill, and proc-
ess this important crop. 

In my home state of Mississippi, 2,194 jobs 
are supported by these farmers, generating 
$110.9 million in total labor income. The rice 
production system, from start to finish, contrib-
utes more than $302 million to the state’s eco-
nomic output. 

Rice production in America has grown tre-
mendously over its 300-year history; almost 85 
percent of the rice consumed by Americans is 
produced across these six states, and I am 
proud Mississippi is among them. In Mis-
sissippi, rice farmers on average harvest over 
150,000 acres, producing more than 1.25 bil-
lion pounds of rice each year. 

Along with feeding American families and 
exporting their crop to 120 countries, rice 
farmers are conservationists and stewards of 
the land. While increasing their yields by over 
50 percent, American rice farmers have signifi-
cantly reduced their energy, land, and water 
use over the last 20 years. By using 35 per-
cent less land and 53 percent less water, rice 
farmers have cut costs, increased productivity, 
and created a more sustainable future for our 
American farmlands. 

We take the time during the month of Sep-
tember to thank those farmers, millers, and 
merchants, and the lives that they impact; 
both as job creators, and as a group that 
feeds our families across the country and 
around the world. 

f 

CELEBRATING CHILDREN’S CAR-
DIOMYOPATHY AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. DAVID P. ROE 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of Children’s Cardiomyopathy 
Awareness Month, and events such as AED 
Hunt on the Hill which raise awareness on the 
lifesaving value of AEDs. 

According to the American Red Cross Orga-
nization, improved training and access to 
AEDs could save as many as 50,000 lives 
each year, and all Americans should be within 
4 minutes of an AED and someone trained to 
use it. With an average response time of 8– 
12 minutes for first responders once 911 is 
called, it’s a responsibility for all of us to pre-
pare to help in the event of a cardiac emer-
gency. Sudden cardiac arrest is one of the 
leading causes of death in the U.S. and for 
each minute defibrillation is delayed, the 
chance of survival is reduced by approxi-
mately 10 percent. 

As a doctor, I’ve seen the value of acces-
sible AEDs firsthand. Several years ago in 
2011, I was grabbing coffee on a layover in 
Charlotte Douglas International Airport on the 
way to Washington, D.C. when I heard some-
one call out for a doctor. At that point, an indi-
vidual had collapsed to the ground and was 
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not exhibiting a pulse. For 3–4 minutes I 
worked with a woman on hand to perform 
CPR until emergency services could arrive on 
the scene with a portable defibrillator. 

September is Children’s Cardiomyopathy 
Awareness Month. Cardiomyopathy is a 
chronic disease of the heart muscle that can 
present in a variety of forms and may, in se-
vere cases, lead to heart failure or sudden 
death. It is the leading causes of sudden 
death in young people, and the primary cause 
of heart transplants in children over the age of 
one. Knowing your family’s history and heart 
health, and discussing it with your doctor, can 
help determine whether you or a family mem-
ber is at risk. 

Once again, I applaud events like AED Hunt 
on the Hill, and all efforts to raise awareness 
during Children’s Cardiomyopathy Awareness 
Month. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. JEFFREY C. 
GREENFIELD 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Mr. Jeffrey C. ‘‘Jeff’’ Greenfield and to 
congratulate him on his recent retirement fol-
lowing 29 years of dedicated public service, 
including 24 years as an elected representa-
tive on the Fairfax City Council. 

Jeff grew up in Fairfax City. He graduated 
from Fairfax High School, and earned both his 
Bachelor of Arts in political science and Mas-
ter of Public Administration degrees at our 
very own George Mason University. He began 
his career in public service in 1989 when he 
was appointed to the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board. Five years later, Jeff was 
elected to the City Council, a position that he 
was re-elected to twelve times. By his own es-
timates, he has attended more than 850 City 
Council meetings and countless committee, 
neighborhood, and regional meetings. 

My own start in public service came as 
President of my local citizens association fol-
lowed by 14 years on the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors, the last 5 as Chair. My 
term taught me many things, but one of the 
enduring lessons I learned is that local gov-
ernment is truly where the rubber meets the 
road. It is the local governments that are often 
tasked with rolling up their sleeves and getting 
the problem solved. Partisan identification is ir-
relevant. One of the uniquely rewarding as-
pects of local government is the ability to 
leave a physical legacy in your community. 
Whether it be a crosswalk that you had in-
stalled, a traffic calming measure or perhaps 
even a new building, you can truly say that 
you made a difference in your community. 

In addition to serving on the Fairfax City 
Council, Jeff has also served as a member of 
the Northern Virginia Transportation Commis-
sion, the Local Emergency Planning Com-
mittee and the Board of Directors for the Met-
ropolitan Washington Council of Governments 
as well as its Policy and Human Service and 
Public Safety Committees. In each of these 
roles, he has worked to improve the lives of 
the residents of Fairfax City and Northern Vir-
ginia. 

Mr. Speaker, this region is blessed to have 
a tremendous well of civic engagement and 

community spirit present. That spirit is re-
flected in the service of citizens and elected 
representatives like Jeff Greenfield. Although 
he may be retired from the City Council, I am 
confident that he will continue to be involved 
in those issues that are important to him and 
his family. I thank him for his service to our 
community and thank his wife Lisa and daugh-
ter Alexandra for the sacrifices they have 
made. I ask my colleagues to please join me 
in congratulating Jeff and his family and in 
wishing them continued success. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE DESEGREGA-
TION OF STRATFORD HIGH 
SCHOOL IN NASHVILLE, TEN-
NESSEE 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember Stratford High School and the 
Nashville community on the 55th anniversary 
of the school’s desegregation. On that remark-
able day, four twelve-year-old girls coura-
geously walked into Stratford High School pre-
pared to change history and open the doors of 
opportunity for all. 

The lessons of Nashville’s involvement in 
the Civil Rights Movement are still teaching us 
how to build a more perfect union. In a 1960 
speech in Nashville, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
said, ‘‘I came to Nashville not to bring inspira-
tion, but to gain inspiration from the great 
movement that has taken place in this com-
munity.’’ Equal access to quality education, 
like that provided at Stratford, is vital to grow-
ing leaders who will inspire generations to 
come. 

In 1963, just a few days after Dr. King 
spoke of a dream from the Lincoln Memorial, 
Bernadine Price [Rabathaly], Beverly Page 
[Ward], Brenda Harris [Haywood], and Pamela 
Franklin walked into school and trusted the 
content of their character. With the help, en-
couragement, and protection of the school’s 
Assistant Principal, Ronald Webb, the stu-
dents overcame obstacles that no students 
should face and helped change our nation for-
ever. 

As we reflect on the past, let us remember 
and thank these heroic individuals for their re-
lentless efforts in making our community a 
stronger place, and realize we still have a lot 
of work to do. 

f 

HONORING FORMER CONGRESS-
MAN LEONARD BOSWELL 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor former Congressman 
Leonard Boswell. I was good friends with Mr. 
Boswell, he was a fellow Blue Dog and we at-
tended many events together over the years. 
I had the opportunity to visit his district and 
saw his passion for serving his constituents. 

Mr. Boswell was one of the most highly 
decorated combat veterans in Congress. He 

was in the United States Army for twenty 
years and served two tours of duty in Vietnam. 
While in Congress, he was highly regarded for 
his service to veterans and leaves behind a 
legacy of commitment to those who have 
served in uniform. I succeeded him on the Ei-
senhower Commission, where I was well in-
formed of his great work and dedication. 

Mr. Boswell was committed to the principles 
of fiscal responsibility and good governance. 
He considered it his duty to ensure that future 
generations would not be burdened with enor-
mous debt and underfunded social programs. 

Not only was Mr. Boswell an outstanding 
representative for his district, he was also one 
of the nicest and most unassuming Members 
with whom I have had the pleasure of serving. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON 
H.R. 6157, DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2019; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H. RES. 1071, RECOG-
NIZING THAT ALLOWING ILLE-
GAL IMMIRGRANTS THE RIGHT 
TO VOTE DIMINISHES THE VOT-
ING POWER OF UNITED STATES 
CITIZENS; AND PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO 
SUSPEND THE RULES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 26, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to the rule governing debate 
for H.R. 6157, the ‘‘DOD and Labor HHS Ap-
propriations Act for FY 2019.’’ 

I must oppose this rule and urge the defeat 
the previous question, not because we do not 
support the troops or our children, but be-
cause defeating the previous question will en-
able this House to consider and pass H.R. 
6545, the ‘‘Violence Against Women Reau-
thorization Act of 2018.’’ 

This is an opportunity we do not want to 
squander. 

The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) 
is a landmark piece of legislation passed in 
1994 following the Anita Hill moment that 
opened our eyes to the then overwhelming 
problems faced by victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking. 

By passing the VAWA, we can stop the re- 
victimizing, re-traumatizing and stigmatizing of 
sexual assault survivors. 

Enough is Enough. 
Science tells us that trauma severely im-

pacts recall. So let us do our jobs and help 
them. 

Women deserve to be respected, protected 
and NEVER neglected. 

As we all know very clearly, VAWA is set to 
expire this week and millions of innocent lives 
are counting on us to get this right and reau-
thorize VAWA now. 

Help women, men and children everywhere 
throughout our great country that have, are 
and will suffer at the hands of perpetrators 
that commit these violent and abusive crimes. 

Clearly these victims deserve more than a 
mere 3 month expedient extension or piece-
meal product to combat these challenges of 
monumental proportion. 
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