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legislation can come together only through the 
efforts of many who are willing to invest their 
time to make change happen. 

First, I want to thank Representatives DOUG 
COLLINS and HAKEEM JEFFRIES. They were the 
leaders who took a very fractured music com-
munity, got their hands dirty, and forged the 
consensus and framework for reforming the 
Section 115 mechanical license for musical 
works. For a hundred years, our mechanical li-
censing laws were based on the technology of 
the piano roll. Through the diligent work of 
these Members, it will now reflect the digital 
realities of the 21st Century. 

In addition, I would like to thank IP Sub-
committee Chairman DARRELL ISSA and Full 
Committee Ranking Member JERRY NADLER 
for their leadership on behalf of sound record-
ing artists to secure protection for artists who 
recorded works before 1972. For decades, 
some artists could receive compensation for 
their recordings while others could not, based 
solely on an arbitrary date. That was not fair. 
We have now fixed that thanks to the leader-
ship of these Members. 

I would also like to thank Representatives 
JOE CROWLEY and TOM ROONEY for their lead-
ership on behalf of producers, mixers, and 
sound engineers. Thanks to their hard work, 
these technical artists will also receive com-
pensation for their contributions to musical 
works. 

I would like to thank Ranking Member Con-
yers for his leadership on these issues over 
many years, and for his willingness to partner 
with me in orchestrating the Committee’s 
multi-year Copyright Review. And I want to 
thank Ranking Member NADLER for his work 
on all of these issues and for his willingness 
to partner with me in combining all of these 
important pieces—and others—together into a 
comprehensive and consensus music licens-
ing reform package that is now awaiting the 
President’s signature. 

Additionally, I would like to thank Senate Ju-
diciary Committee Chairman CHUCK GRASS-
LEY, Ranking Member DIANNE FEINSTEIN, and 
Senator ORRIN HATCH for shepherding the leg-
islation through the Senate. I appreciate their 
leadership and willingness to work across 
chambers and across party lines. 

Of course, I, and all the Members who led 
this effort, owe a debt of gratitude to our 
staffs. The staff of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, both Majority and Minority, and the 
personal staffs of the Members, worked over-
time for days, weeks, months and years to 
help us achieve this victory. We could not 
have done this without them. 

The result of all this work by Members, staff, 
and stakeholders from every corner is nothing 
less than a new era for music. One that con-
tinues our nation’s long commitment to 
incentivize creators and distributors to bring us 
the sound tracks of our lives. 
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Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Mr. Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Sisson on his retire-
ment. Since 1991, Bob Sisson has served as 
the City Manager for the City of Fairfax. This 

has given him the distinction of being one of 
the longest-serving local government adminis-
trators in the D.C. region. 

Bob began his career in local government in 
1974 as an administrative assistant to the city 
manager of Overland Park, Oklahoma. He 
would go on to be assistant city manager in 
two additional communities in Oklahoma, Nor-
man and Stillwater, before becoming the city 
manager of Grandview, Missouri, a suburban 
community of 28,000 located in the Kansas 
City metropolitan area. Bob served as Grand-
view city manager for four years before being 
selected in a nationwide search to take the 
helm of the City of Fairfax. 

Under Bob’s leadership, the City of Fairfax 
has received numerous accolades, including 
being consistently ranked among the Top 10 
places in the country in which to live, reaching 
as high as No. 3 in Forbes Magazine in 2009. 
Most recently, U.S. News and World Report 
rated the City of Fairfax the sixth-healthiest 
community in the nation. Criteria for this rating 
included such categories as residents’ income, 
education, life span, access to critical services 
and proximity to parks. 

I was proud to work with Bob on many 
major projects in the region, including the con-
struction of the City of Fairfax Regional Library 
and the relocation of the Lamb Center for 
homeless individuals. As someone who also 
began their public service career in local gov-
ernment, I have always held a special appre-
ciation for those who choose to dedicate their 
life to public service at the local level. I have 
often said that local government is where the 
rubber meets the road: accountability is abso-
lute and everyone knows where you live and 
has your phone number. At the local level, the 
citizens we serve aren’t concerned with polit-
ical ideologies or scoring points for your re-
spective party. They expect you to deliver con-
crete results and will hold you to account 
should you fail to do so. The pothole was ei-
ther fixed or it wasn’t—and if it wasn’t, the 
community will know who didn’t get the job 
done. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Bob Sisson on his retirement 
and in thanking him for his many decades of 
service to his communities, both in Northern 
Virginia and throughout the United States. 
Though he may be officially retiring from pub-
lic service, I have no doubt that he will con-
tinue to stay involved on the issues that are 
important to him. I wish him all of the best in 
his future endeavors. 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUTH 
SPORTS 2018 STRIVE AWARD 
WINNER RECOGNITION 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, 
Representatives KIND, DAVIS, H. JOHNSON, 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and I, as co-chairs and 
members of the Congressional Caucus on 
Youth Sports, would like to honor Triangle 
Volleyball Club of Morrisville, North Carolina 
for being the winner of the 2018 S.T.R.I.V.E. 
(Sports Teach Respect, Initiative, Values and 
Excellence) Organization of the Year Award. 

Each year, the National Council of Youth 
Sports (NCYS) recognizes five finalist organi-

zations that strongly meet the ‘‘kids first’’ ap-
proach, evidenced by their implementation of 
best practices and policies that protect kids 
and promote safety. The award, sponsored by 
AIG, is presented to the organization that the 
voters feel most exhibits heartfelt passion and 
shows a committed spirit to helping kids suc-
ceed in sports, while maintaining a commit-
ment to safety procedures. This year, Triangle 
Volleyball Club was selected from four other 
excellent finalists: Baltimore SquashWise of 
Baltimore, Maryland; O’Fallon Little Panthers 
of O’Fallon, Illinois; Police Athletic League of 
Buffalo, New York; and Snider Youth Hockey 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Comprised of the who’s who in the youth 
sports industry, NCYS was founded in 1979, 
and its membership represents more than 200 
organizations and corporations serving over 
60 million registered participants in organized 
youth sports programs. NCYS is the largest 
known organization in America representing 
the youth sports industry, and its members in-
clude organizations such as Little League 
Baseball, American Youth Soccer Organiza-
tion, Jewish Community Centers Association 
of North America, YMCA of America, Pop 
Warner, and Special Olympics North America. 

Triangle Volleyball Club is being recognized 
for how it places the health and safety of their 
athletes as their top priority while also com-
peting at the very highest level of girls’ junior 
club volleyball. Furthermore, Triangle 
Volleyball Club deserves this distinction for its 
commitment to educate the whole person 
through excellence in the sport of volleyball 
and the inclusion of service projects working 
with the disabled (veterans and young people) 
through sitting volleyball and leadership in 
adaptive sitting volleyball development and 
outreach. 

Triangle Volleyball Club is just one example 
of many great youth sports organizations in 
this country, and we likewise commend all 
those that work and volunteer to allow the 
youth this Nation to gain the benefits of youth 
sports participation and helping to prepare our 
next generation of leaders. 

We commend Triangle Volleyball Club for 
this wonderful achievement, and the great 
work they are doing. 
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HONORING LIEUTENANT COM-
MANDER JERRY MCNEW, U.S. 
NAVY 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the outstanding work of Lieutenant 
Commander Jerry McNew. 

McNew joined the United States Navy in 
1989, entering Basic Training at the Naval 
Station in Chicago, Illinois. He later attended 
Tactical Training Center Atlantic, located in 
Dam Neck, Virginia, graduating with honors as 
an Operations Specialist Seaman. 

Spanning three decades, McNew’s career 
has taken him on eighteen deployments, thir-
teen of those in combat missions. His dossier 
reads like something out of a Tom Clancy 
novel. From weapons tactics to Naval Gunfire 
Liaison Officer, to Civil Affairs, Command 
Staff, Air Intercept Controller Supervisor, Bat-
tle Watch Captain, Surface Warfare Officer, 
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Fleet Marine Force Combat Officer, and many 
more titles, it is safe to say, LCDR McNew is 
an expert in Naval combat operations, quite 
possibly all over the world. 

It is no surprise that McNew advanced 
ranks from E–1 to E–8 to 0–4 between 1989 
and 2015. He took part in 27 Operations, in-
cluding Hurricanes Andrew and Katrina, 
Desert Fox, Desert Shield, and Desert Storm, 
Operations Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi Free-
dom, as well as the Piracy Patrols in Somalia, 
among many others. 

His exemplary leadership, throughout the 
nearly 30 years of Naval service, has contrib-
uted greatly to the security of the United 
States, and our global community, as well as 
his fellow military brothers and sisters. It is an 
honor to recognize Lieutenant Commander 
Jerry McNew upon the occasion of his U.S. 
Navy retirement. 
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HONORING MICHAEL CIAFARDONI 
OF THE 803RD TANK DESTROYER 
BATTALION 

HON. DOUG LaMALFA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the passing of a great man from Califor-
nia’s first district, Michael Ciafardoni, Sr., who 
died at the age of 94. Born in Nepezzano, 
Italy, Michael immigrated to America in 1939 
and was soon called upon just a few years 
later to serve his new country in the Second 
World War. 

Although he was not yet a United States cit-
izen, he fulfilled his civic duty nonetheless and 
served in the U.S. Army in WWII as a member 
of the 803rd Tank Destroyer Battalion, Recon 
Company, as a heavy machine gunner. He 
was the last surviving member of his com-
pany. Along the way, Michael experienced all 
that the European Theatre had to offer. He 
earned five bronze battle stars for fighting in 
some of the most consequential battles of the 
war, including the Normandy Invasion and the 
Battle of the Bulge. 

Despite this impressive record, Michael in-
sisted his proudest wartime experience was 
not any of those major engagements, but rath-
er, the liberation of a small town in Czecho-
slovakia near the end of the war. Jewish pris-
oners were being held in the town of Volary, 
where they awaited transfer to a Nazi con-
centration camp. Fortunately, Michael and his 
company got there first—and they liberated 
them. To the people of Volary, these men 
were heroes. 

When the 803rd was leaving town a few 
days later, they were ambushed by German 
soldiers. Private Charles Havlat, riding in the 
tank directly in front of Michael, was caught in 
the crossfire. The Germans unconditionally 
surrendered merely hours later. Charles was 
the last soldier killed in Europe. To this day, 
the town holds an annual celebration to pay 
tribute to the American soldiers who risked 
their lives to free them, and to Charles Havlat, 
who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

I’m told that Michael’s one wish was to be 
honored for his wartime service in Europe. 
That is a wish that I could not be happier to 
fulfill right here on the House floor in the 
United States Capitol. Amazingly, Michael was 

a war hero for a country that he wasn’t even 
yet a citizen of. Thankfully, that didn’t last 
long. In October of 1946, he earned U.S. citi-
zenship for his exemplary service to his new 
country—his new home. 

In 1960, he and his wife Micki moved to 
Southern California, before relocating to North 
San Juan in 1983 to be closer to their children 
and grandchildren. 

Like any true American, Michael was im-
mensely proud to be here and ready to fight 
for his country without hesitation. Many people 
today could learn a lot from a guy like Mi-
chael. Before he died, he asked to see his 
Certificate of Naturalization, which brought a 
proud smile to his face. 

The simple fact is, Michael was as Amer-
ican as any among us, and all who knew him 
were better off for it. He truly lived a life worth 
living and he made his family and his country 
proud. May he rest in peace. God Bless. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TYSONS CORNER CEN-
TER 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 50th anniversary of Tysons Corner 
Center and to celebrate the opening of a new 
art exhibit which will showcase the journey this 
location has experienced over the last half- 
century. Truly, no area in the 11th Congres-
sional District or in the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia has had a more transformative impact on 
the regional or statewide economy than 
Tysons. 

In the 1950’s, Tysons Corner consisted of a 
single intersection and was surrounded by a 
few small stores and a fruit stand operated by 
William Tyson, for whom the area is named. It 
was a rural area; in fact, Fairfax County was 
considered the dairy capital of the Common-
wealth of Virginia. However, this bucolic life 
was soon to be transformed when in 1962, the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors approved 
the construction of a new shopping center 
originally called Tysons Corner Shopping Cen-
ter. At the time of its opening, Tysons Corner 
Center was the largest enclosed mall in the 
world, and to this day, remains the largest 
shopping mall in Virginia and in the Baltimore- 
Washington area. Today, Tysons Corner Cen-
ter is one of the 10 largest malls in the United 
States and consists of more than 2.1 million 
square feet, 16 movie screens, and more than 
300 retail stores, eateries, and restaurants. 
Even the most optimistic among us could not 
have foreseen what that decision would bring 
to Tysons, to Fairfax County and to Northern 
Virginia as a whole. It was the beginning of 
Tysons’ transformation into the thriving urban 
center that it is today. Tysons has grown to 
become the economic engine of Fairfax Coun-
ty and by extension, of the entire state. 

This transformation continues through to 
today and will continue for decades into the 
future. Following the success of Tysons Cor-
ner Center, the area surrounding the mall 
began attracting large businesses and employ-
ers. Sadly, the infrastructure and overall plan-
ning to manage this unprecedented growth 
lagged far behind. In 2011, there were 

105,000 jobs in Tysons, but only 17,000 resi-
dents. 

Recognizing the tremendous growth that 
was underway and the challenges it created, 
I convened a task force as Chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors to develop a plan to har-
ness that transformative energy and direct it 
towards the creation of a new, transit-oriented 
development and thriving urban community. 
The Comprehensive Plan that we developed 
calls for 200,000 jobs and 100,000 permanent 
residents and a key element of this plan was 
the creation of the Silver Line, which would fi-
nally deliver a permanent rail link between our 
area’s major international airport and down-
town Washington, D.C. Phase 1 of this project 
was completed in 2014 and the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony was held at the new Metro station 
for Tysons Corner Center. 

Another focus of the Tysons plan, in addi-
tion to encouraging transit-oriented develop-
ment, was a renewed focus on public art in 
this urban space. I am therefore very pleased 
that Tysons Corner Center has elected to in-
stall an art exhibit featuring local artists to cel-
ebrate this golden anniversary. The work 
begun by Tysons Corner Center fifty years 
ago continues to this day and I trust that this 
location will remain a fixture of Fairfax County 
and of Northern Virginia for another half-cen-
tury. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in once again congratulating Tysons Corner 
Center on its 50th anniversary and in extend-
ing my thanks to those visionaries, devel-
opers, planners, and their partners in the pub-
lic and private sectors who have worked so 
diligently to make the success of the last fifty 
years possible. I also wish to thank the 
Macerich Corporation and the Lerner Group, 
who have been steadfast and invaluable part-
ners throughout the development process. I 
thank them for their immense contributions to 
our community and wish them continued 
success. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ACI 
SOLUTIONS 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
commendation of ACI Solutions on their rec-
ognition as a 2018 Top 100 Minority Business 
Enterprise by the Capital Region Minority Sup-
plier Development Council. ACI Solutions is a 
managed IT services provider and network se-
curity firm with a US headquarters based in 
Arlington, Virginia. 

The Top 100 MBE awards recognize the ac-
complishments of minority entrepreneurs in 
the Capital Region that energize the region’s 
economy through innovation and commitment. 
I am pleased to congratulate ACI Solutions 
CEO Nasra Abdi and her team on their receipt 
of this award and applaud them in their efforts 
as leaders in cyber security services, business 
IT support, managed services and unified 
communications. 

This award demonstrates ACI Solutions’ 
dedication to excellence in IT services, and 
also recognizes the efforts of the ACI team in 
pursuing the American dream. They have 
worked hard, overcome obstacles and stand 
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