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Finally, beyond her academic con-
tributions, what is more illuminating
of Mrs. Howard’s character was the
way she connected with her students
and her friends. She took a personal in-
terest in the scholarship and
mentorship of the youth that went far
beyond success in the classroom.

This is, indeed, a solemn occasion,
but it is also an occasion to celebrate.
At 102 years old, Mrs. Sallie B. Howard
fought the good fight, served her com-
munity, and was a friend and mentor
to many.

I am thankful to God that she was
able to touch so many lives. May she
rest in peace. She now belongs to the
ages.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in celebrating the extraor-
dinary life, work, and legacy of Sallie
Baldwin Howard.

——————

SUPPORT TAX REFORM 2.0

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, last week, as I traveled
the communities of my congressional
district, I witnessed and saw firsthand
the evidence of the great American
comeback: the amount of jobs, the job
growth that was available, the increase
in wages, individuals who have left one
job for what we call a new job, a better
job, higher wages. The economic
growth was absolutely incredible and
inspiring, the great American come-
back.

Since the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act was
passed last December, the results in
our economy have been historic. The
unemployment rate is at 3.9 percent,
the lowest it has been in decades. Job
openings are at a record high. 213,000
jobs were added in June alone in this
great Nation. In June, there were 6.7
million job openings—most recently re-
ported, we are at 6.9 million job open-
ings—marking the first time since 2000
that there have been more job openings
than those who are unemployed.

Over the past 12 months, the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania has added
more than 65,000 new jobs. I witnessed
a lot of those in my visits to manufac-
turers, refineries, and small businesses.
It is just incredible, this great Amer-
ican comeback.

Mr. Speaker, after years of strug-
gling to get ahead, the American peo-
ple are seeing more jobs, opportunity,
and optimism come back. Small-busi-
ness owners are reporting increased
employment and higher wages at
record levels. Main Streets across
America are thriving. People have
more money in their paychecks, and
the tax cuts are working for the middle
class.

Today and Friday, this House will
vote on three bills and make the tax
cuts permanent, make the great Amer-
ican comeback permanent. We need to
double down on the success and pass
tax reform 2.0.
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Through the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act,
we have doubled the standard deduc-
tion and lowered tax rates, which
means that 90 percent of Americans are
seeing more money in their paychecks
this year. Plus, more than 4 million
Americans at 642 companies see better
wages, bonuses, and expanded retire-
ment options.

In fact, more than half of small busi-
nesses have plans to expand and boost
hiring or increase employee benefits.
This is tremendous news for American
families. Too many Americans have
been living paycheck to paycheck and
have been doing so for way too long.
Stagnant wages, growing debt, and the
inability to save have plagued so many.

Tax reform 2.0 will create and expand
additional programs to help Americans
save. For example, it creates a new
savings account to offer a fully flexible
savings tool that families can use at
any time. It expands the 529 education
savings accounts. It creates a new baby
savings program to help with the birth
of a child or an adoption.

Mr. Speaker, I fundamentally believe
that Americans should keep more of
their hard-earned money. They deserve
that. Thanks to the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act, Congress paved the way to create
a tax system that is fairer, simpler,
and one that establishes an environ-
ment where our country can thrive.

We worked hard to do that. On Fri-
day, we will vote to make those tax
cuts permanent.

If you support higher wages, if you
support lower unemployment, if you
support more jobs, if you support big-
ger paychecks, if you support the
American people, then you will support
tax reform 2.0.

———
RECOGNIZING HOWARD SIMON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) for 5
minutes.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, it is my privilege to recognize
the tremendous and meaningful work
of Howard Simon, executive director of
the ACLU of Florida.

Mr. Simon is retiring this year fol-
lowing a distinguished career defending
civil rights and civil liberties that
lasted longer than that of any other
ACLU leader in the country. Prior to
his appointment as executive director
of the Florida affiliate in 1997, Mr.
Simon led the fight to defend civil
rights and civil liberties in Michigan,
where he served as ACLU director for
23 years.

His 21 years at the ACLU of Florida
make him the longest serving ACLU di-
rector in the country, and his cumu-
lative 44-year career as a State director
is the longest in the ACLU’s 98-year
history.

As a student at City College of New
York in 1965, Mr. Simon joined fellow
student leaders to travel to Selma,
Alabama, to march for voting rights
alongside Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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This experience started a decades-long
career fighting for the rights guaran-
teed to all Americans under the United
States Constitution.

In his time as executive director at
the ACLU of Florida, Mr. Simon
oversaw landmark work defending the
rights of LGBTQ Floridians, protecting
immigrants, reforming our criminal
justice system, protecting free speech,
preserving women’s health, and
strengthening the right to vote. The
rights that Floridians enjoy would not
be the same without the tireless work
of this champion of liberty.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to call How-
ard Simon my dear friend, and I join
my fellow Floridians in thanking him
for his thoughtful and compassionate
work to safeguard our civil liberties
and for helping to make the United
States a more perfect union for us all.

———

RECOGNIZING PAUL AND SWANEE
DIMARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
on October 2, the Dade County Farm
Bureau is proud to honor Paul and
Swanee DiMare, an agriculture power-
house couple hailing from our south
Florida community.

For more than 90 years, the DiMare
family has graced south Florida by pro-
viding some of the best quality produce
our Nation has to offer, so much, in
fact, that they have earned the title of
Mr. and Mrs. Tomato.

But where some may know them for
their tasty and nutritious products
alone, others know them for their
world-class philanthropy and public
service. From protecting our beautiful
botanical gardens, to advocating for or-
ganizations like the Red Cross, Paul
and Swanee continue to serve as an in-
spiration to all those who call our slice
of paradise home.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recog-
nize this extraordinary couple, and I
thank Paul and Swanee for their tire-
less work in our community.

ANNUAL MIAMI WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to support the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation 2018 Walk to End Alzheimer’s in
Miami-Dade, being held in my congres-
sional district on November 3.

According to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation, more than 5.7 million Ameri-
cans are battling this brutal condition,
200,000 of whom are under the age of 65.
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Moreover, this disease is the sixth
leading cause of death in our Nation.
Sadly, Alzheimer’s, currently, cannot
be cured, cannot be prevented, and can-
not be slowed. That is why advocacy
and awareness are paramount.

Although scientific and medical ad-
vancements to fight the effects of de-
mentia have made significant progress,
we must not, and we cannot, rest. That
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is why this walk is being held to re-
mind us all that the struggle con-
tinues. Day after day, we must con-
tinue to raise the benchmark and en-
sure that progress toward effective
treatment and a cure continue.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my south
Florida community to soak up some
Sun—safely—on November 3 for a good
cause, and participate in the Alz-
heimer’s Association Miami-Dade
Walk. Together, we can take the first
step in a world without Alzheimer’s.

RAISING AWARENESS OF ALOPECIA AREATA

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to recognize September as Alope-
cia Areata Awareness Month.

Alopecia areata is an autoimmune
disease, resulting in the loss of hair on
the body, affecting about 7 million
Americans. Additionally, of the 7 mil-
lion Americans battling alopecia, al-
most 15 percent—or just over 1 mil-
lion—are under 12 years of age. This is
because alopecia often presents itself
at an early stage in life, with no warn-
ing and no prevention to be had. It ap-
pears on the skin, most often as one or
more small, round, smooth patches of
hair loss on the scalp, and can progress
to total hair loss.

My constituent, Deirdre Nero, first
informed me of the effects and serious-
ness of alopecia. Deirdre, who has alo-
pecia, is a legislative liaison and sec-
retary of the board for the National Al-
opecia Areata Foundation. Earlier this
month, Deirdre and her fellow NAAF
participants were on Capitol Hill advo-
cating on behalf of a bill, H.R. 2925,
that is called Legislation to Provide
Coverage for Wigs As Durable Medical
Equipment under the Medicare Pro-
gram. That bill title says it all.

It is a commonsense reform bill that
will make a simple change to the defi-
nition of durable medical equipment
under the Social Security Act to in-
clude cranial prosthetics, alleviating
large out-of-pocket expenses for pa-
tients.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have
championed this cause during my time
in Congress, and I am thankful for the
work that the National Alopecia
Areata Foundation continues to do on
behalf of all patients.

Furthermore, I humbly ask my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
join me in recognizing Alopecia Areata
Awareness Month and support this im-
portant legislation.

———

COUNTRY ROADS ARE CALLING
ME HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I have been blessed these last
4 years to represent the people of West
Virginia’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict, but now country roads are call-
ing me home.

My State is facing a crisis in our ju-
dicial system, and I believe back home
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is where I am needed most to best serve
the people of West Virginia. This Sun-
day, I will be stepping down from the
people’s House to serve as a justice be-
ginning Monday on our State Supreme
Court.

We are proud West Virginians, al-
ways working to make sure the State
we love is the very best it can be, and
taking care of one another when times
are tough. In Congress, I have tried to
use that Mountain State can-do spirit
to help West Virginia grow and pros-
per. Here are just a few examples.

Helping newborn babies. We have
worked to help the most innocent vic-
tims of the drug crisis: newborn babies
exposed to drugs during pregnancy.
The cry of a precious, tiny baby suf-
fering through withdrawal is heart-
breaking. We were able to cut through
Federal red tape and pass legislation,
signed by the President, so facilities
like Lily’s Place can help children get
a healthy start in life.

Protecting miner’s healthcare. Our
government made a promise to our
miners: You go into the bowels of the
Earth, mine the coal that fuels our Na-
tion, forge the steel that won world
wars, and we will guarantee you a se-
cure healthcare benefit. We kept that
promise, passing legislation protecting
healthcare for our retirees and their
widows.

As go the roads, so go the jobs. As a
member of the House Appropriations
Committee, I helped fund the FAST
Act, bringing $2.5 billion of funding
just to West Virginia. Now, we are fix-
ing our roads and bridges, and invest-
ing in water and sewer infrastructure,
transitioning the West Virginia econ-
omy. We are bringing broadband to our
State in rural parts.

Growing more jobs. My motto is a
good job solves a lot of problems. You
can feel hope and opportunity return-
ing to the hills of West Virginia. In
fact, our 2017 economic growth rate
was one of the highest in the country.

I will never forget standing in the
Oval Office with President Trump, sur-
rounded by our hardworking coal min-
ers, as he signed the legislation I
helped pass that saved one-third of all
coal mining jobs in America. Coal
trains are full again and paychecks are
back in workers’ pockets.

This has truly been a team effort. I
want to thank the incredible staff for
their hard work and dedication to our
constituents. We have handled over
5,000 constituent service requests these
last 4 years.

We were able to help people like
Wetzel Sanders, a true American hero.
Wetzel was a corporal in the Army and
was injured in the attack on Pearl Har-
bor. He took shrapnel to the knee, was
bandaged, and went back into the
fight. He is now 95 years old, and I was
able to present him with a much-de-
served Purple Heart he should not have
had to wait 76 years to receive.

We have also helped people through
some of their most difficult times. In a
matter of hours in late June 2016, 23
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people lost their lives and hundreds of
homes were destroyed. Thousands of
residents were left with nothing but
the clothes on their backs, due to dev-
astating floods. We worked hard to
help our residents recover and rebuild
to get their lives headed back in the
right direction.

Let me reassure the people of the
Third Congressional District, my dedi-
cated staff will continue to serve the
people of West Virginia, and our con-
stituent service won’t skip a beat.

Mr. Speaker, I thank West Virginia
House Members, my fellow colleagues,
DAvVID MCKINLEY and ALEX MOONEY,
and Senator CAPITO and Senator
MANCHIN for the opportunity to serve
and work with them. They are dedi-
cated public servants.

I will miss hosting middle school stu-
dents late at night, right here on the
House floor, talking about the great-
ness of our country, and sharing a
quiet moment with our heroes on an
honor flight from back home at our
war memorials here in Washington.

I will not miss sleeping on a $99 cot
each night these past 4 years in my of-
fice here in Washington, but I was
never here in Washington to get settled
in.

Finally, I would like to thank my
wife, E.B., and our children, Hollin,
Charles, and Olivia, for supporting me
each and every step of the way. They
have been incredibly patient and un-
derstanding about the time public serv-
ice has taken from our family time. I
love them very much.

Again, I thank the citizens of the
Third Congressional District for the
opportunity to serve them in the
United States House of Representa-
tives.

God bless America and God bless
West Virginia.

RECOGNIZING KIDS’ ORCHESTRA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the nonprofit orga-
nization Kids’ Orchestra for the posi-
tive impact it has had on the children
throughout East Baton Rouge Parish.

Kids’ Orchestra is located in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, and is one of the
largest after school programs for ele-
mentary schools in the entire United
States. The program began in 2011 with
30 students from a few local schools.
Now, 800 students from 21 schools par-
ticipate each year, learning a musical
instrument, performing in an ensem-
ble, and/or singing in the choir.

Kids’ Orchestra uses music as a way
to teach students valuable lessons,
both in and out of the classroom. Ulti-
mately, they are successful, as 82 per-
cent of their students say they feel
more confident, part of the team, and
like they are good at something after
completing the program. Teachers and
parents also see improvements in peer
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