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The Air National Guard determined that 

PCADS is operationally effective and is ap-
propriate for C–130 firefighting. The final re-
port on PCADS that found it to be a reliable 
option was released in January 2018, yet 
seven months later there has been no action 
taken to deploy the system. During those 
seven months, we have suffered 109 large 
fires which have burned 1.9 million acres, 
caused 16 fire fatalities, and destroyed 2,356 
houses. During this time, our C–130’s and C– 
17’s equipped with this system could have 
had a major impact on these fires. This is ut-
terly unacceptable when we have a proven 
technology that responds faster and delivers 
massive quantities of water and fire retard-
ant with GPS directed drops in contrast to 
the status quo. Furthermore, military trans-
port aircraft can be rapidly and easily re-
loaded with water or fire retardant as com-
pared to any other system. When the Amer-
ican people discover how bureaucratic in-
transigence has caused such preventable 
wildfire damage they will be justifiably out-
raged. 

Today, I am demanding that actions be 
taken upon receipt of this letter to facilitate 
the use of this simple and inexpensive tech-
nology which will easily turn our inventory 
of C–130’s and C–17’s into firefighting water 
and fire-retardant bombers. 

I hope you will take this letter seriously 
enough in order to prevent even more dam-
age in the state of California and elsewhere. 

Yours sincerely, 
DANA ROHRABACHER (CA 48), 

Member of Congress. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, August 30, 2018. 

Hon. HEATHER WILSON, 
Secretary of the Air Force, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SECRETARY WILSON: I draw your at-
tention to our military’s bureaucratic iner-
tia that has led to a needless loss of life and 
a tremendous loss of property. I am referring 
to the vast damage caused in the Western 
United States, specifically California, by 
out-of-control wildfires which have plagued 
the region for the last few months. This loss 
of life and property could have been dramati-
cally curtailed had our military acted upon 
an option that was, and is, readily available. 

Our inventory of C–130 and C–17 aircraft, 
with inexpensive and slight interior modi-
fications, could be used as a major fire-
fighting asset that could make a major dif-
ference. Instead, these potential incredible 
firefighting assets sat as California burned. 
Using these aircraft as valuable firefighting 
assets would not involve any alteration of 
the aircraft. This option however has been 
available and ignored. 

I call your attention to the Precision Con-
tainer Aerial Delivery System (PCADS). I 
helped win Congressional approval in the 
2008 appropriations bill wherein $2.3 million 
was provided for the research and testing of 
this system. It is ten years later, and I am 
frustrated that it has not been used to pro-
tect our citizens, our homes, our businesses, 
and our wildlands. 

The Air National Guard determined that 
PCADS is operationally effective and is ap-
propriate for C–130 firefighting. The final re-
port on PCADS that found it to be a reliable 
option was released in January 2018, yet 
seven months later there has been no action 
taken to deploy the system. During those 
seven months, we have suffered 109 large 
fires which have burned 1.9 million acres, 
caused 16 fire fatalities, and destroyed 2,356 
houses. During this time, our C–130’s and C– 
17’s equipped with this system could have 
had a major impact on these fires. This is ut-
terly unacceptable when we have a proven 
technology that responds faster and delivers 

massive quantities of water and fire retard-
ant with GPS directed drops in contrast to 
the status quo. Furthermore, military trans-
port aircraft can be rapidly and easily re-
loaded with water or fire retardant as com-
pared to any other system. When the Amer-
ican people discover how bureaucratic in-
transigence has caused such preventable 
wildfire damage they will be justifiably out-
raged. 

Today, I am demanding that actions be 
taken upon receipt of this letter to facilitate 
the use of this simple and inexpensive tech-
nology which will easily turn our inventory 
of C–130’s and C–17’s into firefighting water 
and fire-retardant bombers. 

I hope you will take this letter seriously 
enough in order to prevent even more dam-
age in the state of California and elsewhere. 

Yours sincerely, 
DANA ROHRABACHER (CA 48), 

Member of Congress. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
would hope that we would get some 
support from these leaders who have 
been appointed by President Trump to 
protect the American people in any 
way they can. 

Having these airplanes sit on the 
tarmac in California and elsewhere 
throughout this country when they 
could drop fire retardant and massive 
amounts of fire retardant water saving 
homes—little cul de sacs that would 
catch on fire and be destroyed, one 
flight over those cul de sacs could have 
saved them. 

Thousands of people have lost their 
lives needlessly because of bureau-
cratic intransigence in our military, so 
we are calling on the Air National 
Guard, the Air Force, and, of course, 
our Secretary of Defense to unblock 
this impediment to protecting the lives 
of our people with U.S. military equip-
ment that can do the job. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OTHERWISE GIFTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a small business 
in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
that was recently recognized by the 
Lansdale Economic Development Com-
mittee as Business of the Month. 

Otherwise Gifts, located on Green 
Street, has been a fixture in Lansdale 
since its opening in 1979. Owner John 
Otherwise describes his shop as con-
taining unique gifts for everyone. In-
deed, Otherwise Gifts sells everything 
from antiques, woodworking items, 
lamps, furniture, and nearly every-
thing else John believes would help 
beautify Lansdale community homes. 

A Philadelphia native, John pre-
viously worked in construction and in 
the nuclear industry before deciding to 
follow his passion and open his own 
store. At age 77, John continues to 
offer unique experiences and gifts to 
citizens of Montgomery County and 
throughout the region. 

I wish John and his wife, Cynthia, all 
of the best, and I send my congratula-
tions to Otherwise Gifts on being 

named Lansdale’s Business of the 
Month. 
RECOGNIZING MARY, MOTHER OF THE REDEEMER 

SCHOOL 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to recognize a school in 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
that plays a tremendous role in the de-
velopment of our youngest citizens. 

Mary, Mother of the Redeemer 
School in North Wales has provided 
educational growth and spiritual guid-
ance since 2003. While the parish com-
munity has existed since the church 
was established in 1987, it is a testa-
ment to MMR’s parishioners’ devotion 
to their faith and community that a 
school was ultimately established. It 
also comes as no surprise that this 
school has some remarkable achieve-
ments. 

MMR is a nationally ranked Blue 
Ribbon, School of Excellence, a rec-
ognition of exceptional academic 
achievement bestowed by the U.S. De-
partment of Education. Earning this 
award despite its mere 15 years in ex-
istence demonstrates the future is tre-
mendously bright for this amazing 
school. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Mary, Moth-
er of the Redeemer School Principal 
Denise Judge and all faculty, staff, and 
parents for facilitating such a wonder-
ful community school. We are grateful 
for your presence in our community, 
and we wish you all the best. 
RECOGNIZING MONTGOMERYVILLE ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to recognize a school in 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
that plays a pivotal role in the develop-
ment of our community’s youth. 

Montgomeryville Elementary, lo-
cated in North Wales, is known for in-
stilling in its students the value of aca-
demic success and the virtues of ac-
ceptance and appreciation. These ideas 
are ultimately culminated into the 
school’s motto: ‘‘Dream big. Achieve 
greatness.’’ 

Last year, Montgomery Elementary 
was ranked the 48th best elementary 
school in the State of Pennsylvania. 
This is no small feat, especially given 
that Pennsylvania contains over 4,000 
elementary schools. 

These noteworthy milestones would 
not be made possible without the as-
sistance of a dedicated staff and school 
community. I am especially grateful 
for the leadership of principal TJ 
Seidenberger, who has given Mont-
gomery Elementary the tools they 
need to thrive and succeed since he 
took the helm at the school. 

We thank Montgomery Elementary 
for all they do for our community, and 
we wish them continued success in the 
future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SALVATION 
ARMY OF GREATER CHAT-
TANOOGA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
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