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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable SHEL-
LEY MOORE CAPITO, a Senator from the 
State of West Virginia. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, our help in ages past 

and hope for years to come, we honor 
Your Name. 

Today, have mercy upon us. Accord-
ing to Your loving kindness and tender 
mercies, have Your way in this Cham-
ber and in the hearts of our lawmakers. 
Lord, our Senators are the clay, and 
You are the divine potter. Using Your 
wisdom, mercy, and might, mold and 
make our legislators to be instruments 
of Your divine purposes. Give them the 
courage and wisdom to surrender and 
yield to the unfolding of Your 
unstoppable providence as they ac-
knowledge that our times are in Your 
hands. 

We pray in Your sovereign Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 

of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The bill clerk read the following let-
ter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, October 5, 2018. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable SHELLEY MOORE CAP-
ITO, a Senator from the State of West Vir-
ginia, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. CAPITO thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Brett M. Kavanaugh, of Maryland, to 
be an Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
would you inform me of the amount of 
time I have to speak. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. There has been no time agree-
ment made. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I thank the Acting 
President pro tempore. 

Madam President, 100 days ago, Jus-
tice Kennedy announced his retirement 
from the Supreme Court. Shortly 
thereafter, on July 9, the President an-
nounced the nomination of Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh to serve as the newest Jus-
tice. 

Judge Kavanaugh has spent 25 years 
of his career in public service. He spent 
the last 12 years on the DC Circuit— 
considered the second most important 
Federal court in the country. His 
record there has been extremely im-
pressive because the Supreme Court 
adopted a position advanced in Judge 
Kavanaugh’s opinions no fewer than a 
dozen times. 

Judge Kavanaugh is also a pillar of 
his community and in the legal profes-
sion. He serves underprivileged com-
munities, coaches girls’ basketball, and 
is a lector at his church. He has shown 
a deep commitment to preparing young 
lawyers for their careers. He has been a 
law professor at three prestigious law 
schools and a mentor to dozens of judi-
cial law clerks. 

This should have been a respectable 
and dignified confirmation process. In 
a previous era, this highly qualified 
nominee would have received unani-
mous support in the Senate. Before 
leftwing, outside groups and Demo-
cratic leaders had him in their sights, 
Judge Kavanaugh possessed an impec-
cable reputation and was held in high 
esteem by the bench and the bar alike. 
Even the American Bar Association, 
which the Democrats say is their gold 
standard for judges, gave him its unan-
imous ‘‘well-qualified’’ rating. 

What leftwing groups and their 
Democratic allies have done to Judge 
Kavanaugh is nothing short of mon-
strous. I saw what they did to Robert 
Bork. I saw what they did to Clarence 
Thomas. That was nothing compared 
to what we have witnessed in the last 3 
months. The conduct of leftwing, dark 
money groups and their allies in this 
body has shamed us all. 

The fix was in from the very begin-
ning. Before the ink was even dry on 
the nomination, the minority leader 
announced he would oppose Judge 
Kavanaugh’s nomination with every-
thing he had. Even before he knew the 
President’s nominee, the minority 
leader said he was opposed to all 25 
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