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In addition, as if this were not 

enough of an injury foisted on vulner-
able Americans, the Trump administra-
tion has put forward a nominee for a 
seat on the Sixth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals who made healthcare sabotage 
one of his top priorities at the Trump 
Justice Department. Chad Readler, 
currently the Deputy Assistant Attor-
ney General, in my view, is the wrong 
choice to be a Federal judge. 

Earlier this year, the Trump admin-
istration decided it just wanted to get 
out of the business of enforcing the 
rules that protect Americans with pre-
existing conditions. In fact, it had to 
argue in court that it could abandon 
that essential part of the Affordable 
Care Act, which was still the law of the 
land the last time I looked. Who did 
the administration turn to when it 
needed to cook up a dubious legal argu-
ment that it had no obligation to en-
force the law of the land? Chad 
Readler. In fact, three career attorneys 
from the Department of Justice looked 
at his argument, and they actually 
withdrew from the case. Three career 
lawyers from the Department of Jus-
tice refused to participate. 

The Judiciary Committee held a 
hearing on Mr. Readler’s nomination 
earlier this month. His nomination 
could be sent to the floor of the Senate 
in the coming weeks, but it ought to be 
clear that this is a nominee who is not 
an impartial individual who has the ju-
dicial temperament Americans expect. 
He is not somebody who ought to be 
handed a seat on the Federal bench and 
have the power to sign off on the 
Trump administration’s agenda of 
healthcare sabotage. 

I close with this. The Senate has an 
opportunity to stand up this week for 
the millions of vulnerable Americans 
who have these preexisting conditions, 
for the millions of Americans who 
under the Affordable Care Act can go 
to bed at night knowing that if they 
have preexisting conditions, they are 
not going to lose everything. I am seri-
ous when I talk about losing every-
thing. Once you go back to discrimi-
nating against people with preexisting 
conditions, you are going to go back to 
job lock and all of the problems we saw 
associated with discrimination. If you 
were in Montana or if you were in Or-
egon and had a preexisting condition 
and you got offered a better job on the 
other side of town, you couldn’t go get 
it because you would not be able to get 
coverage because there was discrimina-
tion against people with preexisting 
conditions. 

This week the Senate is going to 
have an opportunity to stand up to the 
Trump administration and go to bat 
for the millions and millions of Ameri-
cans who are watching this debate who 
have preexisting conditions and who 
are just counting on this body not to 
turn back the clock and leave them 
vulnerable again. Senator BALDWIN’s 
resolution would prevent the Trump 
administration from bringing back the 
worst abuses of junk insurance. If it 

doesn’t pass this week, this will be an 
issue that, in my view, will come up 
again and again and again until it is 
fixed. 

Finally, the Readler nomination, in 
my view, ought to be stopped in its 
tracks. The Senate ought to tell the 
administration that it is not going to 
rubberstamp judicial nominees who 
have proven, demonstrable track 
records of twisting the law in a way 
that harms the most vulnerable of our 
citizens. 

I note that the majority leader is 
here. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for rollcall vote No. 
224, on the motion to invoke cloture on 
the House message to accompany S. 
3021. 

On vote No. 224, had I been present, I 
would have voted yea.∑ 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
18–16, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 

Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Kuwait for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $40.4 million. 
After this letter is delivered to your office, 
we plan to issue a news release to notify the 
public of this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 18–16 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Kuwait. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $24.1 million. 
Other $16.3 million. 
Total $404 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
One thousand twenty (1,020) Mk–82 500 lb. 

bombs. 
One thousand two (1,002) Mk–83 1000 lb. 

bombs. 
Six hundred (600) Mk–84 2000 lb. bombs. 
Non-MDE: Also included in the sale are 

general purpose bomb components and fuzes, 
support and test equipment, publications and 
technical documentation, personnel training 
and training equipment, transportation, fa-
cilities and construction, U.S. Government 
and contractor technical and logistics sup-
port services, and other related elements of 
logistic and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (KU– 
D–AAC). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: KU–P–AAY 
(Navy/1992)—$22M. 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
August 2, 2018. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Kuwait—Munitions 

The Government of Kuwait has requested 
to buy one thousand twenty (1,020) Mk–82 500 
lb. bombs, one thousand two (1,002) Mk–83 
1000 lb. bombs and six hundred (600) Mk–84 
2000 lb. bombs. Also included in the sale are 
general purpose bomb components and fuzes, 
support and test equipment, publications and 
technical documentation, personnel training 
and training equipment, transportation, fa-
cilities and construction. U.S. Government 
and contractor technical and logistics sup-
port services, and other related elements of 
logistic and program support. The estimated 
cost is $40.4 million. 

This proposed sale will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national security of the 
United States by helping to improve the se-
curity of a regional partner which is an im-
portant force for political stability and eco-
nomic progress. 

The proposed sale will improve Kuwait’s 
capability to meet current and future 
threats within the region. Kuwait intends to 
use these munitions with its current fleet of 
F/A–18 aircraft. Kuwait will have no dif-
ficulty absorbing these munitions and sup-
port into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The U.S. Air Force will award contracts 
when necessary to provide the defense arti-
cles ordered if items ordered arc not avail-
able from U.S. stock or are considered lead- 
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