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the residents who call her ‘‘home.’’ Most Mis-
sissippians have a warrior spirit, a tenacity, a 
willingness to do whatever it takes to live and 
nurture each other with compassion and inten-
tional care. These qualities embody one of 
Mississippi’s youngest and most determined 
warriors—ten-year-old Emma Hartley. 

Emma was born August 2, 2008, missing a 
heart valve. Less than 24 hours after her birth, 
Emma underwent the first of what would be-
come many surgeries. Perhaps it was an in-
nate fighting spirit and a purpose to persevere 
for the sake of loving others that brought 
Emma and her heart safely through that first 
critical surgery. Perhaps she knew then that 
she would need to grow strong and develop a 
voice to encourage others to face tough bat-
tles with a smile. Perhaps it is simply that God 
has big plans for this little girl. What is known 
is that Mississippi’s Gulf Coast is blessed by 
Emma’s heart, beating now for over 10 years, 
and Emma’s desire to make a difference in 
the lives of those facing similar health chal-
lenges. 

Emma has outlived the expectations of 
many of her doctors, and she will soon under-
go her fifth surgery. Before age 18, she is like-
ly to face several more; but, she endures each 
procedure with courage and grace. From an 
early age, Emma participated with her mom, 
Lisa Northrup, in fundraising efforts such as 
Rock Your Scar, the March of Dimes, Mended 
Little Hearts, and the Heart Walk for the Amer-
ican Heart Association. Now, with the support 
of family, friends, and her church, Emma 
champions her own efforts, working hard to 
raise funds, give speeches, and boost aware-
ness of these causes in her local commu-
nities. 

Crafting and creating artwork, two of 
Emma’s hobbies, are incorporated into her 
philanthropic efforts, too. For one of her fund-
raisers this year Emma sold handcrafted wood 
signs, some of which were ordered from far 
away. Also, Emma’s artwork has been repro-
duced in awards given to the top Heart Walk 
high achievers. 

This year’s Gulf Coast Heart Walk is on 
September 22. Emma will offer the opening 
prayer to start the event. Mississippi is fortu-
nate to have such a brave, talented, ambi-
tious, and inspiring warrior, like Emma Hartley. 
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COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
BISHOP JAMES WALKER HOOD 
ON THE ONE HUNDREDTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF HIS PASSING 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 19, 2018 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the legendary Bishop 
James Walker Hood on the occasion of the 
100th anniversary of his passing. Bishop Hood 
is credited with establishing the North Carolina 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church Con-
ference, the Prince Hall Masons of North 
Carolina, and Livingstone College, all in my 
home state of North Carolina. 

On May 30, 1831, James Walker Hood was 
born to Levi and Harriet Walker Hood on the 
farm of Ephraim Jackson in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania, nine miles from Wilmington, 
Delaware. Hood’s parents instilled their love of 

the church and a spirit to help fellow African 
Americans improve their lives in their twelve 
children. Hood’s father was a Methodist min-
ister and his work moved the family around 
the country as he served various churches. 
Together, Hood’s parents became involved in 
the AME Zion church, established as the 
Methodist church for Blacks. 

Upon coming of age, James Walker Hood’s 
moral and religious convictions led him into 
ministry. In 1856, Hood secured his license to 
preach from the New York Conference of the 
AME Zion Church. In the following years, 
Hood moved to Connecticut and Nova Scotia 
to preach and work as a missionary. In early 
1864, following the path of the Union Army, 
Hood was appointed to missionary work in 
North Carolina, recognizing that legal slavery 
would soon end. He would then stay in North 
Carolina for the remainder of his life. 

Although Hood was met with strong opposi-
tion in establishing the North Carolina Con-
ference of AME Zion Church for African Amer-
icans, he persuaded the Black Southern Meth-
odist congregations in New Bern and Beaufort, 
North Carolina to affiliate with the AME Zion 
Church. Among the more than 300 churches 
he successfully established in North Carolina 
are St. Peter’s AME Zion Church (New Bern), 
Evans Metropolitan AME Zion Church (Fay-
etteville), and St. John AME Zion Church (Wil-
son). 

After becoming a Presiding Bishop in 1872, 
Bishop James Walker Hood resided in Fay-
etteville until his death on October 30, 1918. 
He is interred in Cross Creek Cemetery in 
Fayetteville. Hood helped establish Zion Wes-
ley Institute, now Livingstone College, in Salis-
bury, North Carolina to train African American 
students for the ministry and to become pro-
ductive citizens in North Carolina. He presided 
over the school’s board of trustees for over 
thirty years. 

Bishop Hood was politically active on behalf 
of his people. In 1865, he presided over the 
first statewide political convention for African 
Americans. In 1868, he participated in the 
state constitutional convention, which abol-
ished slavery, provided universal male suf-
frage, and established free public education 
for all children. He also held several govern-
ment positions, including magistrate and as-
sistant superintendent of the North Carolina 
Freedman’s Bureau. 

Bishop Hood was a man of courage, convic-
tion, and persistence. He was unwavering in 
his commitment to the cause of Christianity 
and the establishment of the AME Zion 
Church in North Carolina. It is remarkable that 
Bishop Hood, who had little formal education, 
would publish five books, including The Negro 
in the Christian Pulpit (1884) and Sketch of 
the Early History of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church (1914). 

Mr. Speaker, by the grace of God, Bishop 
James Walker Hood left an indelible mark on 
North Carolina that is still recognized one hun-
dred years after his passing on October 30, 
1918. 

On behalf of the people of the First Con-
gressional District of North Carolina, ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring Bishop 
James Walker Hood’s life, work, and legacy 
on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of 
his passing. 

HONORING ROBERT HOOKS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 19, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing Robert ‘‘Bobby’’ Dean Hooks, a 
native of the District of Columbia, for his life-
time of empowering African Americans in the 
arts and for his contributions to race relations 
in the District. 

Robert Hooks’ lifelong passion for theater 
began at the age of nine with his first play, 
The Pirates of Penzance. He later honed his 
stagecraft at West Philadelphia High in clas-
sical works by playwrights such as William 
Shakespeare and Samuel Beckett. In 1959, 
Mr. Hooks pursued acting professionally in 
New York City with works such as Lorraine 
Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun and LeRoi 
Jones/Amiri Baraka’s Dutchman in his rep-
ertoire. Mr. Hooks simultaneously launched his 
award-winning television career with his 
groundbreaking role as the first African Amer-
ican lead on the original N.Y.P.D. series. He 
is recognized for his over 100 roles in film and 
television in a career that spanned over 40 
years. 

During his time in New York City, Mr. Hooks 
also started the Group Theater Workshop and 
the Negro Ensemble Company, both of which 
offered free training in the arts to underprivi-
leged New York City youth. 

Following the assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Mr. Hooks returned to the city 
of his birth—a move he made after meeting 
with radio host Petey Greene and then-City 
Administrator Walter E. Washington about the 
riots of 1968, which had engulfed the District. 
In 1970, Mr. Hooks unveiled his plans for the 
DC Black Repertory Company, an all-black 
theater company in the District, as part of a 
plan to harness what he believed to be the so-
cially transformative power of theater. 

Mr. Hooks executed his plan in partnership 
with D.C.-area black theater professionals and 
students at Howard University. The DC Black 
Repertory Company directly contributed to re-
ducing community tensions during those tu-
multuous times. The group produced more 
than 20 plays, telling black stories that had not 
been told. The DC Black Repertory Company 
was dissolved in 1976, but its legacy con-
tinues through The Rep, Inc. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing Robert Hooks 
for his lasting artistic and social contributions 
to the African American community and to the 
District of Columbia. 
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HONORING MARY LOU BATCHELOR 
WITH CALIFORNIA’S THIRD DIS-
TRICT WOMAN OF THE YEAR 
AWARD 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 19, 2018 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mary Lou Batchelor as a woman of 
the year. She is well-known in Solano County 
as a community leader, activist and public 
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servant. Serving two separate terms as the 
President of the Soroptimist International of 
Dixon, Mary Lou Batchelor has worked tire-
lessly to advance the status of women and 
girls, continually advocating for equality and 
opportunity. She also served as chair of the 
Soroptimist’s countless events, programs, 
local projects, and fundraisers. She has been 
instrumental in bringing positive and significant 
changes to her community. She is especially 
devoted to generating financial support for 
cancer survivors and for the families of those 
who have lost their battle with cancer. Mary 
Lou was also a former President and is the 
current Treasurer of the Women’s Improve-
ment Club of Dixon, and as an active member 
of Dixon Advocates for Seniors, Mary Lou was 
recognized as the 2017 Dixon Senior Citizen 
of the Year. Her passion for volunteerism in 
the community is evident in her role at the 
League of Women Voters, helping to encour-
age and engage women in the community to 
become informed voters. She currently is in-
volved in the city of Dixon’s Volunteer Pro-
gram in which she will be assisting agencies 
such as the Police Department, Fire House, or 
City Hall when needed. Mary Lou is hard- 
working, responsible, compassionate, and an 
effective community leader who truly cares 
about her community and embodies all the 
qualities of a true public servant. 
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IN MEMORY OF BENJAMIN MARIO 
BELTRAMO 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 19, 2018 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today along with Congressman JIMMY 
PANETTA to honor the life and memory of Ben-
jamin Mario Beltramo who recently passed 
away. 

Ben was the middle child of five born to 
Mario and Linda Beltramo. He grew up in 
Fresno where he attended catholic schools 
throughout his lower education. Upon grad-
uating from high school, Ben decided to follow 
in his father’s footsteps and attend the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame, where he majored in 
English. After completing his undergraduate 
studies, Ben again followed in his father’s foot-
steps and chose to become a lawyer by gain-
ing entrance into Berkeley’s prestigious Boalt 
Hall School of Law. Soon thereafter, Ben ac-
cepted a job with the Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Office, to begin after completing a 
clerkship with a federal court judge in southern 
California. 

On November 12, 2002, Ben officially began 
serving the citizens of Alameda County and 
the State of California as a Deputy District At-
torney. He joined his brother Matt there, who 
in part had inspired him to join the District At-
torney’s Office. In less than a year, Ben’s work 
ethic, intelligence and commitment to justice 
was recognized when Ben was asked to sit 
second chair on a high-profile case involving 
corruption in a local police department. Ben 
impressed not only the Senior District Attorney 
assigned to the case but gained the respect of 
the defense attorneys and the judge presiding 
over the case. Ben played an active role in the 
prosecution of that case and was subse-
quently assigned to the Felony Trial Team at 

the Rene C. Davidson Courthouse in Oakland. 
During his career, Ben held a variety of impor-
tant assignments; specifically, he was as-
signed to the Law and Motion division, the 
Strike Team which targeted dangerous felons 
within the City of Oakland, and Felony Trial 
Staff on three separate occasions. He also 
headed the Narcotics Task Force, and on No-
vember 22, 2013, was assigned to the Ala-
meda County Gang Team. He served on the 
Gang Team until his untimely death. 

An effective trial lawyer is equal parts effort, 
determination, intelligence and charm. In all of 
these aspects, Ben excelled. Even before his 
untimely passing, Ben was often described as 
‘‘the best of us’’ by many of his friends and 
colleagues. Ben successfully handled several 
high-profile cases as a trial lawyer. In August 
2006, Ben obtained a guilty verdict in the bru-
tal beating death of a homeless woman in 
Berkeley. In February 2010, Ben prosecuted 
the murder of a 17-year-old young man who 
was tragically killed a short time before he 
was scheduled to attend the University of Or-
egon on a football scholarship. In May 2014, 
Ben prosecuted two gang members respon-
sible for the fatal shooting of three-year-old 
victim Carlos Nava. Ben treated victims and 
their families, defense attorneys and their cli-
ents and the process with the utmost profes-
sionalism. 

Even with the professional accolades and 
quiet contentment Ben received from his ac-
complishments, he would argue, and convince 
everyone, that his real success was in his per-
sonal life. On October 7, 2006, Ben married 
his amazing wife Shara Mesic Beltramo. The 
two of them met at work as Shara was also 
a Deputy District Attorney. Ben often remarked 
how lucky he was to have found Shara. From 
their union, Mateo, age 8, and Luke, age 6, 
were born. Anyone who saw Ben with his 
boys knew that he had no greater joy than 
being a father. Ben loved spending time with 
his family and was always the proud father 
and husband. In addition to all of these re-
markable qualities, Ben was a bit of a renais-
sance man. He really enjoyed the outdoors 
and working with his hands. He worked dili-
gently to remodel his family home, removing 
and replacing most of the woodwork in the 
house, as well as installing skylights in his 
master bedroom. Making his and Shara’s 
house a home was foremost among Ben’s 
many goals. 

On October 8, 2018, Benjamin Beltramo’s 
family, the citizens of Alameda County and ev-
eryone touched by Ben’s life, suffered a tre-
mendous loss. Despite this loss, we are made 
better by having known Ben. 
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HONORING CHIEF KEN ARNOLD 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 19, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Chief Ken Arnold, on his 
retirement as the Chief of Police for Napa Val-
ley College in Napa, California. 

Chief Arnold was born in Orlando, Florida 
and raised in the Los Angeles and San Fran-
cisco areas. In 1983 he graduated from Napa 
Valley College with two Associate of Science 
degrees in Law Enforcement and Private Se-

curity. Chief Arnold also earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Business Administration from 
Saint Mary’s College of California in 1991. 
From 1979 to 1997 he served in the Army Re-
serve and was honorably discharged as a Ser-
geant First Class. 

Chief Arnold has served Napa Valley Col-
lege as Chief of Police since 1990. He also is 
the head of parking services and emergency 
management, among many other responsibil-
ities that are essential to keeping the students 
and college safe. Chief Arnold is an adjunct 
professor at the Napa Valley College Criminal 
Justice Training Center. He teaches first aid 
for law enforcement, cultural awareness, 
emergency management and campus law en-
forcement, among other courses. In addition, 
Chief Arnold coordinates the Napa Valley Col-
lege police academy and in-service training 
programs. Since 1989, he has also taught 
emergency preparedness and trained other in-
structors for the Napa County Community 
Emergency Response Team training program. 

During the October 2017 wildfires, Chief Ar-
nold displayed incredible leadership and great-
ly assisted our community. He set up a tem-
porary shelter at Napa Valley College for fire 
evacuees when the fire first broke out and in-
cluded a kennel for displaced animals. At the 
college, Chief Arnold led the coordination of 
emergency operations, community donations, 
distribution of food and clothing, staff shift 
management and volunteers. 

Chief Arnold has held numerous leadership 
roles. He is the former president of the Cali-
fornia College and University Police Chiefs As-
sociation and Napa and Solano County Train-
ing Managers Association and was Board 
Chairman of the Napa chapter of the Amer-
ican Red Cross. He has also served on the 
board of Saint John’s Lutheran School. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Arnold is an admirable 
leader who is dedicated to serving and pro-
tecting our community. It is therefore fitting 
and proper that we honor Chief Ken Arnold 
here today. 
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CONGRATULATING DAN ROACH ON 
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE IL-
LINOIS STATE POLICE 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 19, 2018 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dan Roach, who is retiring from the 
Illinois State Police. Mr. Roach has a diverse 
background in police work, and has been an 
asset to the community. 

Mr. Roach has served as an Illinois State 
Police law enforcement professional for 26 
years, including over 21 years of investiga-
tions, patrol, and administrative leadership ex-
perience, retiring as Captain. Mr. Roach 
served as the Deputy Chief of the 
Schaumburg Police Department for the last 4 
years, where he oversaw the Patrol Division, 
the Investigations Division, and the Special 
Operations Division. Mr. Roach has accrued 
extensive experience in team-building, and 
interpersonal and management skills such as 
employee development, problem-solving, and 
networking with diverse groups of people at all 
levels. I commend Mr. Roach on an out-
standing career of public service and wish him 
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