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a beacon of light in its community and has
positively impacted generations of families in
eastern North Carolina for a century and a
half.

The Middle Eastern District of the Original
Free Will Baptist Church is one steeped in
family, fellowship, and faith. Founded in 1868,
two years after the U.S. Congress passed the
13th Amendment to abolish slavery, Brothers
Daniel Davis, R.C. Jackson, T.H. Harrison,
J.M. Barfield, and Reverend C.C. Forbes led
the verification of the founding principles upon
which the Middle Eastern District was rooted.
In the early years, the Middle Eastern Con-
ference was small, but that did not deter its
leaders’ devotion to spreading the word of
God. The oldest components of the Middle
Eastern Conference are the Bible Church
School, the Women Home Mission, the Sun-
shine Band, and the Usher’s Convention.

Mr. Speaker, much of the Middle Eastern
District’s growth over the years can be attrib-
uted to the dedication and vision of its leader-
ship. In the early 1950’s, Reverend D.W.
Dupree became Moderator, with Rev. G.W.
Little serving as Vice Moderator. In 1957, Rev-
erend K.L. Smith, who succeeded Reverend
G.W. Little as Vice Moderator and would later
become Moderator, organized the Young Peo-
ple Christian League (YPCL) Convention.
Brother L.N. Forbes (now Bishop L.N. Forbes)
was elected President of the YPCL Conven-
tion.

In 1968, my personal friend, Elder L.N.
Forbes, became Moderator and Elder Bernard
Newsome served as Vice Moderator. The title
“Moderator” was then changed to “Bishop.”
Under Bishop L.N. Forbes’ leadership, the
Middle Eastern District of the Original Free
Will Baptist Church continued to prosper and
serve its community. In order to accommodate
the rapidly growing attendance, the Con-
ference meetings were moved to the Audito-
rium of Charles H. Darden Middle School in
Wilson, North Carolina. As the Presiding
Bishop, Bishop Forbes spearheaded the con-
struction of the L.N. Forbes Tabernacle in Wil-
son, North Carolina, which was dedicated in
1975. The Choir Convention was organized in
1983, recommended by Sister Sallie Dupree.
In 1984, Brother Haywood Waters became the
Editor of the quarterly Original Free Will Bap-
tist news publication. In 1985, Bishop Forbes
established the L.P. Manning Scholarship,
which supported the educational pursuits of
countless young people through the vyears.
Bishop Forbes was the longest serving leader
of the Middle Eastern District.

Mr. Speaker, by the grace of God, the Mid-
dle Eastern District of the Original Free Will
Baptist Church has been standing strong for
150 long years. Her outstanding leadership
and devoted members have created significant
growth in its membership and ministry, as well
as, its continued outreach in the Wilson com-
munity and beyond. The Middle Eastern Dis-
trict’s faithfulness and good deeds will ensure
that it continues to experience God’s blessings
for years to come.

On behalf of the United States House of
Representatives and the people of the First
Congressional District of North Carolina, |
commemorate the 150th anniversary of Middle
Eastern District of the Original Free Will Bap-
tist Church and extend my best wishes to its
leadership and members (many of whom are
dear friends) on this auspicious occasion.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Alex Galor of Sugar Land, TX for
earning the rank of Eagle Scout. Eagle Scout
is the highest honor a Boy Scout can earn.

Only a small percentage of Boy Scouts
reach the rank of Eagle Scout. This honor re-
quires years of effort to develop the necessary
leadership, service and outdoor skills. To earn
it, Alex developed and provided leadership to
others in a service project. For his project,
Alex worked with his synagogue to design,
plan and build a genizah, which is a place to
hold outdated and unused prayer books and
other sacred texts. He also raised funds and
organized volunteers to build the project and
plant a garden surrounding it. His dedication
to our community has prepared him to be a
leader in his future career. The leadership
skills he has learned through Boy Scouts are
already benefiting our community.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Alex for becoming an Eagle Scout. We are
proud of his continued success and thank him
for his dedication to making our community a
better place.

————
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Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, |
ran into my longtime friend Wayne Bell at
Barnes Barber Shop in Knoxville recently and
decided that | wanted my colleagues and oth-
ers to learn of his great service to our City,
State, and Nation.

Sgt. Phillip Wayne Bell is a veteran of the
United States Marine Corp. While the impor-
tance of his military service cannot be
downplayed, he is especially known for his 53
1/2 years of service to the Knoxville Police
Department. In fact, he is the longest serving
officer in the City of Knoxville and the State of
Tennessee.

Wayne began as a patrol officer and moved
to supervising the parking ticket division be-
fore moving to the court under the honorable
Judge Rosson. He also supervised all of the
crossing guards for the city of Knoxville for
decades.

The average person can go through life not
knowing many police officers, but in Knoxville
over the past several decades, the one police
officer, who was probably the most known to
the general public, other than maybe the Chief
of Police, was Sgt. Wayne Bell in his role as
the original “Eye in the Sky.”

The Eye in the Sky program in which Sgt.
Bell delivered traffic reports from a helicopter
was an innovative joint effort between the
Knoxville Police Department and radio stations
WNOX and WIVK. This type of collaboration
between a private business and government
was a novelty when it started and remains a
rarity today.
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Sgt. Bell earned numerous proclamations
and awards for his traffic reports but he is also
credited with unraveling traffic snarls, catching
criminals and assisting in the betterment of
our community. In one especially notable in-
stance, he even landed the copter in the mid-
dle of the interstate to stop a chase and saved
countless lives in the process.

Knoxville is located at the junction of two of
the longest Interstates in the Nation, 1-75/1-
40. Unfortunately, the original 1-75/I-40 inter-
change at one time was also the biggest traffic
bottleneck in the region. It was Sgt. Wayne
Bell in his traffic reports who bestowed the
nickname “Malfunction Junction” on this inter-
change.

The interchange and the traffic jams it cre-
ated are so legendary that there was even a
song called “Malfunction Junction” that fre-
quently played on local radio in the 1980s.
Even though this interchange has since been
reconstructed and improved in recent dec-
ades, most people in the Knoxville area still
refer to it as “Malfunction Junction.”

Sgt. Bell entertained radio listeners for years
and he was especially good at cutting up with
then-WIVK morning OJ “Claude the Cat” and
his cast of characters. Although the radio sta-
tion eventually changed from a helicopter to a
plane, Sgt. Bell continued for a total of over 20
years with the station.

Sgt. Bell’s service to the community extends
well beyond his professional life. He is a life
member and past master of Burlington Ma-
sonic Lodge. He is a member of the Eastern
Star as well as a life member and past Mon-
arch of Zelmar Grotto and the past president
of Southeastern Grotto Association. He is a
member of the York Rite and Scottish Rite. He
is a life member of Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren and Kerbela Shriners where he served
as Treasurer, Recorder and Potentate. He is a
member of the Order of the “Q” and past di-
rector of the Royal Order of Jesters.

As a Shriner and a Mason for over 50
years, Sgt. Bell literally helped hundreds of
children and families get the medical and burn
assistance they needed through the Shriners
Hospital and Burns Institutes. If he received a
call in the middle of the night of a burned child
three states away, by the time the phone was
hung up that child was on a plane on the way
to wherever they needed to be for their care.
When he first began as a Mason and Shriner
he entertained children for years as was
“Danny the Clown.” While Potentate of
Kerbela Temple during the annual Shrine Cir-
cus, Sgt. Bell entered the ring every show
riding an elephant.

Wayne is especially remembered for the pa-
triotic programs that he has performed for over
60 years with his wife Mary. The two enter-
tained and educated children and adults with
a program to help understand and appreciate
our Flag and Country. During the 1970’s, Sgt.
Bell performed this patriotic program during
the dedication of the bells at the International
Peace Garden on the border of North Dakota
and Manitoba, with representatives from both
Canada and the United States in attendance.

| have personally worked with Sgt. Bell for
over 20 years when he has represented KPD
as an escort and chaperone for the annual
AAA Safety Patrol trip to Washington, D.C.
The Safety Patrol trip is a tradition that goes
back over 60 years in which middle school
students come to our Nation’s Capital for a
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