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RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
STEPHEN T. AYERS 

HON. JEFF FORTENBERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 2, 2018 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to recognize and pay tribute to the Honor-
able Stephen T. Ayers, the 11th Architect of 
the Capitol, on his retirement after 21 years of 
service to the United States Congress. 

Stephen started his career as an officer in 
the U.S. Air Force. In 1997, Mr. Ayers joined 
the Architect of the Capitol as an Assistant 
Superintendent for the Senate Office Build-
ings. He served in several capacities over the 
next decade before his appointment as Archi-
tect of the Capitol in May 2010. 

As Architect of the Capitol, Mr. Ayers is re-
sponsible for overseeing the well-being of the 
buildings and structures that Americans under-
stand as icons of American history including: 
the House and Senate Congressional Office 
Buildings, the Capitol Visitor Center, the Li-
brary of Congress, the U.S. Supreme Court, 
the Thurgood Marshall Federal Judiciary Build-
ing and the crown jewel of the portfolio the 
United States Capitol. Additionally, the care 
and improvement of more than 570 acres of 
grounds are under the supervision of the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol. 

During his tenure, Mr. Ayers oversaw the 
restoration of the U.S. Capitol Dome, a major 
undertaking that repaired and restored the 
most recognizable symbol of liberty and de-
mocracy in the world. The dome was com-
pleted under budget and ahead of schedule. 
Other notable projects under Mr. Ayer’s tenure 
include the Ulysses S. Grant Memorial project, 
as well as the launch of the Cannon House 
Office Building renewal. 

The Legislative Branch Appropriations Sub-
committee has come to depend on Stephen 
and his team for their hard work and profes-
sionalism. As Mr. Ayers departs his post; the 
leadership, dedication, and bright smile he 
brought to work day in and day out will be 
missed. 

I wish Stephen and his wife Jennifer, all the 
best in this next phase of their lives. 

f 

HONORING THE ASIAN AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND MS. 
JANICE RYBA FOR THEIR EXEM-
PLARY SERVICE 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 2, 2018 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with sin-
cere admiration that I recognize the Asian 
American Medical Association, which will host 
its 42nd Annual Gala on Saturday, November 
10, 2018, at Avalon Manor in Merrillville, Indi-
ana. Each year, the Asian American Medical 
Association pays tribute to prominent, out-
standing citizens and organizations for their 
contributions to the community. In recognition 
of their efforts, these honorees are awarded 
the prestigious Crystal Globe Award. 

The Asian American Medical Association 
has been a tremendous asset to Northwest In-
diana. Its members have dedicated them-

selves to providing quality medical services to 
the residents of Northwest Indiana and have 
served their communities through many cul-
tural, scholastic, and charitable endeavors. 

At this year’s Annual Gala, the Asian Amer-
ican Medical Association will present the Crys-
tal Globe Award to one of Northwest Indiana’s 
finest citizens, Ms. Janice Ryba, JD, MJ, 
MHA. Janice has worked for over thirty years 
in the healthcare field in Northwest Indiana, 
primarily within the Community Healthcare 
System. In 2007, her extensive experience 
and exemplary leadership led to her being 
named Chief Executive Officer of Saint Mary 
Medical Center in Hobart, Indiana. Under Ms. 
Ryba’s direction, Saint Mary Medical Center 
has seen immense success and been recog-
nized for its innovation. Recently, Saint Mary’s 
incorporated a brand new surgical pavilion, in-
tensive care unit, and a six-story patient tower 
that features private patient rooms with the 
most up-to-date technology. Additionally, Saint 
Mary’s has expanded services in Porter Coun-
ty with the new Valparaiso Health Center. 
Under Ms. Ryba’s leadership, providing com-
passionate care with the finest technology is 
the goal of the organization, and she and the 
talented staff at Saint Mary’s continue to go 
above and beyond. For her lifetime of service, 
she is truly worthy of the prestigious honor be-
stowed upon her. 

Ms. Ryba has also given much of her time 
and efforts to numerous organizations in 
Northwest Indiana and throughout the state in-
cluding the Quality of Life Council, American 
Red Cross of Northwest Indiana, and the Indi-
ana Hospital Association Council on Hospital 
Governance, to name a few. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending the members of the Asian American 
Medical Association as well as this year’s 
Crystal Globe Award recipient, Ms. Janice 
Ryba. For her dedication to her outstanding 
career in the medical field and her remarkable 
service to the community of Northwest Indi-
ana, Janice Ryba is worthy of the highest 
praise. 
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HONORING AMAGDA PEREZ WITH 
CALIFORNIA’S THIRD DISTRICT 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 2, 2018 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Amagda Perez as a woman of the 
year. She is an instructor at the UC Davis 
School of Law and a committed advocate for 
the legal rights of immigrants. As co-director of 
the Immigration Law Clinic at UC Davis and 
as an attorney with the California Rural Legal 
Assistance Foundation, she has extensive ex-
perience working with immigrants of varied na-
tionalities and other marginalized communities. 
Professor Perez brings to her work a wealth of 
experience and expertise in immigration and 
poverty law, allowing her to successfully advo-
cate for some of our community’s most vulner-
able. In her work at the UC Davis Immigration 
Law Clinic, Professor Perez supervises law 
students in the preparation of deportation de-
fense cases. This work is important both in its 
advocacy for the rights of immigrants as well 
as the invaluable education and experience it 

provides for future immigration attorneys. Her 
work mentoring the next generation of legal 
scholars and advocates is of critical impor-
tance to shaping the future of our society. The 
generosity Professor Perez shows in lending 
her time, knowledge, and experience to her 
students, and to those in need of representa-
tion, is truly worthy of recognition. 
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CONGRATULATING THE NORTH 
COUNTRY PRENATAL/PERINATAL 
COUNCIL ON ITS 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 2, 2018 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize the North Country Pre-
natal/Perinatal Council on its 30th Anniversary. 

Founded in 1988, the North Country Pre-
natal/Perinatal Council (NCPPC) became the 
first perinatal network in New York State, serv-
ing Jefferson, Lewis, and St. Lawrence Coun-
ties. Since then, the NCPPC has worked hard 
to bolster maternal and family health by devel-
oping a number of services and programs to 
improve access to this crucial form of care. As 
the regional coordinating council for maternal 
and child health issues, the NCPPC also man-
ages grants for teen pregnancy prevention, 
community enrollment in insurance programs, 
Healthy Families Jefferson County, and a fam-
ily resource center. As a result of the 
NCPPC’s persistent outreach and dedication, 
our North Country women, children, and fami-
lies can continue to access the care they 
need. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st district, I want 
to congratulate the North Country Prenatal/ 
Perinatal Council and their dedicated employ-
ees on their 30th anniversary. We are thankful 
for their service to our local communities, and 
we look forward to watching them continue to 
thrive for many years to come. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ANDREW 
CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 2, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Andrew Chapel United Methodist 
Church, of Montross, Virginia on their 170th 
anniversary. 

The church was founded in 1848 when land 
was deeded from Joseph and Susan Lyell, 
and its name honors Bishop James O. Andrew 
who helped found the Southern branch of 
Methodism in the 1840’s. Originally located 
under a grove of oak trees, Andrew Chapel 
has been served by more than 58 clergy and 
is currently led by Rev. Kevin F. Elmore. 
Through the years, the congregation has seen 
many changes in facilities and programs, yet 
Andrew Chapel continues to leave an invalu-
able impact on the Montross community. Cur-
rently, Andrew Chapel has a congregation of 
over 100 members who show unwavering 
commitment to loving their neighbors in a 
Christ-like manner. They facilitate free health 
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