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his company was on the third day of their 
search and destroy mission when Company A 
was sent out in 12 helicopters to a large, 
flooded rice paddy. The lead helicopter was hit 
with enemy fire and crashed, so the rest land-
ed. More than 30 Americans were either im-
mediately killed or wounded. Upon stepping 
off the helicopter, Sasser was shot through his 
right leg. 

Since the rice paddy was flooded with mud 
and water, Sasser found it easier to grab tufts 
of grass and rice plants to pull himself and 
glide through the paddy to render medical aid. 
It was faster than trying to walk, and being low 
made him less exposed to enemy fire. Sasser 
pulled one man to safety near an embankment 
that provided some cover and was going back 
when mortar fire landed about five feet from 
him, and shrapnel struck his back and left side 
just as he reached cover. Despite these inju-
ries in addition to his legs being immobilized 
from injury, Sasser continued sliding through 
the rice paddy to answer fallen infantry sol-
diers calling for ‘‘Doc’’. 

Into the afternoon and through the night, 
Sasser treated injuries until his supplies ran 
out, then continued going to soldiers calling for 
help when all he could offer was emotional 
support. Army helicopters were finally able to 
come into the area and the platoons were 
evacuated about 4 a.m., 18 hours after they 
first arrived in the rice paddy. 

President Richard Nixon presented 21 year 
old Sasser with the Medal of Honor on March 
7, 1969, ‘‘for conspicuous gallantry and intre-
pidity in actjon at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty,’’ according to the 
medal citation. ‘‘It’s confirmation to me that I 
did my job. And that’s how I had to deal with 
it,’’ Sasser said in an interview in 2011. ‘‘It 
was my job, and I don’t think what I did was 
above and beyond. I never have.’’ 

Following his military service, he attended 
Texas A&M University on a scholarship of-
fered by then President James Earl Rudder in 
August 1969. After attending Texas A&M, he 
began working at an oil refinery for more than 
five years before going on to work at the 
United States Department of Veterans Affairs 
to continue to serve his country. On November 
7, 2013, he was the eighth Texas Aggie to be 
added to Texas A&M University’s Medal of 
Honor Hall of Honor. During his speech at the 
ceremony, Sasser said ‘‘I am particularly 
proud that my Medal of Honor is for saving 
lives and not taking lives.’’ 

Specialist Sasser is also honored at the 
Brazoria County Courthouse in Angleton, 
Texas for his outstanding bravery. On Vet-
erans’ day 2010, he was memorialized into the 
40 foot ‘‘Ring of Honor’’ with a life-size portrait 
bronze sculpture of Sasser in a crouched run, 
carrying his medic bag while in action. 

Of the 246 Medals of Honor awarded during 
the Vietnam War, 20 were given to black serv-
icemen. Of the 53 Vietnam War-era recipients 
still living, Sasser is the only black veteran. 

Mr. Speaker, we continue to honor Spe-
cialist Sasser for his sacrifice and heroic ef-
forts. He is a true warrior who went above and 
beyond, risking his own life to save others. We 
must ensure that our country’s veterans are 
not forgotten and are given due recognition of 
their bravery and sacrifice. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Dorothy Johnson as a woman of the 
year. She has spent her career as an educa-
tor and established a reputation for her dedi-
cation to community service. She serves on 
the executive board of the Solano County Re-
tired Teachers Association, working to support 
measures that advance the financial security 
of retired educators and further safeguarding 
the state’s commitment to these educators. 
Dorothy is an active voice in pressing for 
issues affecting teachers and the public edu-
cation system. She is instrumental in sup-
porting the educational needs in her commu-
nity and beyond. As a teacher for the Depart-
ment of Defense Dependent Schools and the 
Department of Defense Education Activity, 
Dorothy has served and taught the children of 
military service members at the American mili-
tary bases in Germany, Japan, and Taiwan. 
Additionally, she generously volunteers her 
time to help members of her community who 
are in need by supporting toy drives, fund-
raisers, and assisting the Vacaville Police De-
partment during their community outreach 
events. Dorothy Johnson’s generosity and vol-
unteerism are an example for future leaders 
and her work has been vital in strengthening 
her community and supporting Solano County 
residents of all ages. 
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Friday, November 2, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Cindy 
Lundy of Adair, Iowa for being selected as 
Guthrie County’s 2018 inductee into the Iowa 
4–H Hall of Fame. 

Cindy has served as 4–H leader in Guthrie 
County for 25 years. She has assisted with 
community service projects such as cleaning 
up yards, sewing receiving blankets, and col-
laborating with other 4–H clubs to provide ac-
tivities during holidays and town celebrations. 
She has served on the Youth Committee 
Board as a Static Exhibit judge, Livestock 
Judging Committee, and the Food Stand Com-
mittee. She is also active with her school dis-
trict and church. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Cindy 
demonstrates the rewards of harnessing one’s 
talents and sharing them with the world. Her 
efforts embody the Iowa spirit and I am hon-
ored to represent her, and Iowans like her, in 
the United States Congress. I know that all my 
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating 
Cindy Lundy for her achievement and wish her 
nothing but continued success. 

HONORING THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WAYNE COUNTY, MIS-
SOURI 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 2, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the bicentennial birthday of 
Wayne County, Missouri in the beautiful foot-
hills of the Ozarks. It was originally known as 
the ‘‘Great State of Wayne’’ because when it 
was established, it was bigger than some 
states and it was consolidated before Missouri 
even became a state. 

Wayne County was officially organized on 
December 11, 1818, named for Revolutionary 
War General ‘‘Mad’’ Anthony Wayne. Among 
its pioneer settlers are the families of 
Bollinger, Limbaugh, Seabaugh, Miller, 
Slinkard and the descendants of Francis 
Clark, who settled the Piedmont area in 1803. 
Civil War battles were fought there and Gen-
eral William Hardee headquartered his Union 
Army in what is now the county seat of Green-
ville. 

Once home to 90 one-room school houses, 
Wayne County now boasts two thriving con-
solidated public school districts and 13,341 
residents. Wayne County welcomes visitors to 
explore its outdoor playgrounds at Lake 
Wappapello, the Mingo Wildlife Refuge and 
Clearwater Lake. 

It is my great privilege to congratulate the 
people of Wayne County as they mark 200 
years of pride and progress today before the 
United States House of Representatives. 
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HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NEWTOWN ATH-
LETIC CLUB 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 2, 2018 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to recognize the 40th anniversary of a busi-
ness in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, that pro-
motes the health and wellbeing of our commu-
nity, the Newtown Athletic Club. 

On Saturday, November 3, 2018, the New-
town Athletic Club will host a night of celebra-
tion and camaraderie. This evening will seek 
to celebrate physical and mental wellness, 
along with raising awareness and funding for 
ALS research through the organization’s part-
ner charity, the NAC Have a Heart Founda-
tion. To date, the NAC Have a Heart Founda-
tion has raised nearly $2 million to find a cure 
for this disease. 

I applaud the leadership of Newtown Ath-
letic Club owner and NAC Have a Heart 
founder, Jim Worthington, for his generosity 
and advocacy. Jim truly embodies community 
service and active citizenship. I’d also like to 
recognize Matt Bellina, whose activism on be-
half of the ALS community is deeply inspiring. 

The Newtown Athletic Club is more than just 
a facility; it is cherished institution here in 
Bucks County. I appreciate all the Newtown 
Athletic Club has contributed to our home, and 
wish all members, management, and staff my 
heartiest congratulations on its 40th anniver-
sary. 
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