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2018, at the National Guard Armory in Indian-
apolis. 

Robert Clifford was born and raised in Gary, 
Indiana. His military training began at Pennsyl-
vania Military College. With each passing 
year, the Colonel proved himself to be a lead-
er among his peers, which resulted in him 
being commissioned a Second Lieutenant in 
the United States Army. Colonel Clifford’s ca-
reer was both outstanding and extensive, and 
throughout his time in the service, he was rec-
ognized by his commanding officers. In 1967, 
Robert was ordered to Vietnam as Infantry 
Platoon Leader, 1st Brigade of the 101st Air-
borne Division. During his time in Vietnam, he 
spent 324 consecutive days in combat oper-
ations. For his service, he was awarded the 
Silver Star, two Bronze Stars, and the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge. 

The Colonel worked in the Indiana National 
Guard armory as a traditional weekend soldier 
before he returned to active status to work 
with the Indiana National Guard. Entrusted 
with many responsibilities, he served in many 
capacities including Commander, 13th Engi-
neer Battalion; Commander, 138th Signal Bat-
talion; Commander of the State Maintenance 
Program; and 38th Infantry Division General 
Staff (G3) Training and Operations Officer, a 
role in which he was responsible for approxi-
mately 12,500 soldiers. During his career, 
Robert was assigned as the Indiana National 
Guard Engineer and Environmental Officer, 
overseeing all National Guard facilities for 
maintenance and repair. In addition, Colonel 
Clifford was able to help build five new armor-
ies, two maintenance shops, the first ammuni-
tion supply center, and numerous support fa-
cilities. At one point in his career, he was one 
of three officers assigned by the Pentagon to 
start a military to military relationship with the 
newly created country of Slovakia. The suc-
cessful partnership of these two groups is now 
in its 24th year. Colonel Clifford also served 
as the State of Indiana Public Health and Pre-
paredness Director and was tasked with cre-
ating a comprehensive plan, involving all nec-
essary state organizations, to provide an im-
mediate response to weapons of mass de-
struction. This plan was not only implemented; 
it was made an example of by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention as a strategy 
that states should incorporate. 

Throughout the years, Colonel Clifford was 
bestowed numerous awards for his service. 
He has received the prestigious Legion of 
Merit Award for his truly exceptional efforts 
and devotion to the Indiana National Guard. 
He was awarded the prestigious Sagamore of 
the Wabash and was named ‘‘A Hoosier 
Hero.’’ In addition, the Colonel was designated 
a Distinguished Member of the Second Bat-
talion of the 502nd Infantry Regiment of the 
101st Airborne Division. He was among the 
first five ever to receive this honor from his 
Battalion. 

Robert Clifford’s commitment to his career is 
exceeded only by his devotion to his amazing 
family. Robert and his wonderful wife, Karen, 
have been married for 48 years. They have 
two sons, Rob (Jill) and Scott (Heather), and 
four beloved grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
Robert Clifford for his lifetime of service to the 
United States military and to the State of Indi-
ana. For his truly noteworthy career and his 
outstanding dedication to serving others, Colo-

nel Robert Clifford is worthy of the honors be-
stowed upon him, and we are grateful for all 
of his many contributions. 
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YWCA 160TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 6, 2018 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I want to con-
gratulate the Young Women’s Christian Asso-
ciation (YWCA) as it celebrates 160 years of 
service dedicated to supporting women, girls, 
and their families across the United States. 

Throughout its history, the YWCA has been 
at the forefront of the most critical social 
movements of the time, including civil rights, 
women’s empowerment, pay equity, health 
care reform, and gender-based violence pre-
vention. 

The YWCA serves over two million women, 
girls, and their families each year, with 210 
local associations across 46 states and the 
District of Columbia. The YWCA is the largest 
network of domestic violence and sexual as-
sault service providers in the country, reaching 
over half a million women and girls annually. 

In my hometown of Dayton, Ohio, the 
YWCA has been a champion in the commu-
nity since 1870 on behalf of women and fami-
lies seeking to escape homelessness and do-
mestic violence. 

The Dayton YWCA’s mission of empowering 
women and eliminating racism is displayed 
through the programs and services it provides, 
including the only emergency shelter service 
programs for women and families who are vic-
tims of domestic violence in Montgomery and 
Preble Counties; a confidential 24-hour crisis 
hotline; and a mentoring program for teen 
girls, which inspires them to explore and 
achieve their highest potential. 

In 1893, the Dayton YWCA became the first 
YWCA in the United States with an officially 
organized program for African-American 
women and girls. 

As mayor of the city of Dayton, and as a 
Member of Congress, I have been proud to 
recognize the important contributions made by 
the Miami Valley’s most influential women, 
who have made a difference in our community 
through their dedication to the YWCA’s mis-
sion of ‘‘empowering women, eliminating rac-
ism and promoting peace, justice, freedom 
and dignity for all.’’ 

Each year the YWCA Women of Achieve-
ment Award is presented to a select group of 
distinguished Dayton-area women, at a cere-
mony that coincides with our annual observ-
ance of Women’s History Month. It has been 
my privilege to congratulate a number of these 
recipients, who embody the YWCA’s 160-year 
mission to eliminate racism and empower 
other women. 

Mr. Speaker, as the YWCA celebrates its 
160th anniversary, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating this outstanding organiza-
tion, which has worked so hard to improve the 
lives of women and girls in my community, 
and across our nation. 
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OF INDIANA 
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Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Tom Chalfant for his 
contribution to our state and Randolph County. 

Tom is a farmer in Randolph County and 
also serves as a County Commissioner. He 
has been involved in Republican politics for 
decades and is extremely well respected by 
the community. He is also a member of the 
6th District Agriculture Advisory Committee, 
where he meets with my team regularly to dis-
cuss emerging agriculture issues that are im-
pacting Indiana farmers. Randolph County and 
our state are better off today because of his 
leadership and service. 

On a personal note, Tom is a friend in faith 
and was among my earliest and most vocal 
supporters. I want to thank him for his prayers 
and support of my work in Congress. I wish 
him continued success in all that God has 
planned for his family. 
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CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. VOLODYMYR & 
OLHA UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 
PARISH 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 6, 2018 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 50th Anniversary of St. Volodymyr & 
Olha Ukrainian Catholic Parish. 

Their Jubilee celebration is being held at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Center—the center of the 
unification of the entire Ukrainian community 
and officiated by Patriarch Sviatoslav 
(Shevchuk) of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church with the participation of Bishop Bene-
dict (Aleksiychuk), Fifth Eparch of St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy based in Chicago. 
It will also include clergy members from 
Ukraine, Canada and the United States, the 
Consul General of Ukraine in Chicago, various 
dignitaries, and representatives of many im-
portant organizations and institutions. 

Founded in 1968 by Patriarch Josyf Slipyj, 
Confessor for the Faith, and the Bishop of the 
Eparchy of Chicago, Yaroslav Gabro, Sts. 
Volodymyr & Olha Ukrainian Catholic Parish 
has an inspiring history. During its first five 
years, the parishioners of the newly estab-
lished parish collected enough funds to build 
their own church while attending religious 
services at a neighboring Ukrainian Church— 
St. Volodymyr Orthodox Cathedral, which gra-
ciously allowed the use of its church. 

In 1973, the newly erected church, employ-
ing the Byzantine Ukrainian style of the 11th 
thru 13th century Ukraine, was blessed by Pa-
triarch Josyf Slipyj, who only ten years earlier 
had been released from Siberian imprison-
ment through the intervention of Pope John 
XXIII and President John F. Kennedy. A me-
morial statue of Patriarch Slipyj stands at the 
church’s first location. 

Mr. Speaker, today and during the entire 
month of November 2018, we honor the mem-
ory and sacrifices of all those who helped es-
tablish Sts. Volodymyr & Olha Parish, just as 
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