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Whereas family service learning has added
benefits for English language learners by
helping individuals and families to—

(1) feel more connected with their commu-
nities; and

(2) practice language skills;

Whereas family service learning is particu-
larly important for at-risk families because
family service learning—

(1) provides opportunities for leadership
and civic engagement; and

(2) helps build the capacity to advocate for
the needs of children and families; and

Whereas the value that parents place on
civic engagement and relationships within
the community has been shown to transfer
to children who, in turn, replicate important
values, such as responsibility, empathy, and
caring for others: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of the week of
November 19 through November 23, 2018, as
“National Family Service Learning Week”
to raise public awareness about the impor-
tance of family service learning, family lit-
eracy, community service, and 2-
generational learning experiences;

(2) encourages people across the United
States to support family service learning and
community development programs;

(3) recognizes the importance that family
service learning plays in cultivating family
literacy, civic engagement, and community
investment; and

(4) calls upon public, private, and nonprofit
entities to support family service learning
opportunities to aid in the advancement of
families.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 689—AC-
KNOWLEDGING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ELECTION TO
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES OF SHIRLEY ANITA ST.
HILL CHISHOLM, THE FIRST AF-
RICAN-AMERICAN WOMAN IN
CONGRESS

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 689

Whereas November 5, 2018, marks the 50th
anniversary of the election to the House of
Representatives of Shirley Anita St. Hill
Chisholm, the first African-American woman
in Congress;

Whereas Shirley Anita St. Hill was born in
Brooklyn, New York, on November 30, 1924,
to Caribbean immigrant parents, Charles and
Ruby Seale St. Hill;

Whereas Shirley Chisholm graduated from
Brooklyn College in 1946 with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in sociology and from Columbia
University in 1952 with a Master of Arts de-
gree in early childhood education;

Whereas Shirley Chisholm was the second
African American elected to the New York
State Legislature in 1964 and served honor-
ably until 1968;

Whereas Shirley Chisholm overcame the
twin obstacles of racism and sexism to win
election to the House of Representatives in
1968;

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm served 7
terms as a Member of Congress, from 1969
until 1983;

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm was a
fierce critic of the seniority system in Con-
gress, protested her assignment in 1969 to the
Committee on Agriculture of the House of
Representatives, and won reassignment to a
congressional committee on which she could
better serve her inner-city district in Brook-
lyn, New York;
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Whereas, after serving on the Committee
on Education and Labor of the House of Rep-
resentatives for several years, Congress-
woman Chisholm accepted a prestigious seat
on the Committee on Rules of the House of
Representatives, becoming the first African
American and second woman ever to serve on
the powerful committee;

Whereas, in 1972, Congresswoman Chisholm
was the first woman and the first African
American to seek a nomination from a major
political party for President of the United
States, which she sought on the Democratic
ticket;

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm cam-
paigned in the presidential primaries of 12
States, won 28 delegates, and received 152
first-ballot votes at the national convention
for the nomination of the Democratic Party
for the office of President of the United
States;

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm was a
trailblazer, who fought tirelessly to end the
draft and the Vietnam War;

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm fought
to end apartheid in South Africa;

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm spoke
fluent Spanish and fought for immigrant
rights;

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm was a
progressive champion for struggling fami-
lies;

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm was a
tireless advocate for women’s employment in
Congress and for civil rights, women’s rights,
and the poor;

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm worked
to expand the Food Stamp Program (later re-
named as the Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program) and was instrumental in the
establishment of the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children (commonly known as “WIC”);

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm was a
cofounder of the Congressional Black Caucus
in 1971;

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm served
as the Secretary of the House Democratic
Caucus;

Whereas Shirley Chisholm was a cofounder
of the National Organization for Women;

Whereas Congresswoman Chisholm retired
honorably from Congress in 1983;

Whereas, in addition to her service as a
legislator, Shirley Chisholm worked to im-
prove society as a nursery school teacher, a
director of a childcare facility, a consultant
for the New York Department of Social Serv-
ices, and an educator;

Whereas, from 1983 to 1987, Shirley Chis-
holm taught sociology and politics at Mount
Holyoke College;

Whereas, in 1993, President Bill Clinton
nominated Shirley Chisholm to serve as
United States Ambassador to Jamaica, but
her health prevented her from accepting the
position;

Whereas, in 1993, Shirley Chisholm was in-
ducted into the National Women’s Hall of
Fame;

Whereas, on January 1, 2005, Shirley Chis-
holm died at the age of 80 in Ormond Beach,
Florida;

Whereas, in 2014, the United States Postal
Service issued the Shirley Chisholm Forever
Stamp as part of the Black Heritage stamp
series;

Whereas, on November 24, 2015, Shirley
Chisholm was posthumously awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the coun-
try’s highest civilian honor;

Whereas, on June 12, 2001, the House of
Representatives unanimously agreed to H.
Res. 97, recognizing the enduring contribu-
tions and heroic achievements of Shirley
Chisholm; and

Whereas  Shirley Chisholm was an
‘“‘unbossed and unbought’” woman, who not

S7055

only pioneered the way for minorities and
women, but also embodied the true defini-
tion of leadership which transcends the po-
litical arena: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) acknowledges the 50th anniversary of
the election to the House of Representatives
of Shirley Anita St. Hill Chisholm, the first
African-American woman in Congress;

(2) pays tribute to the service of Congress-
woman Chisholm, her work to improve the
lives of women and minorities, her steadfast
commitment to demonstrating the power of
compassion, and her dedication to justice
and equality;

(3) recognizes the dedicated work of Con-
gressman Chisholm in promoting the rights
of all individuals in the United States, par-
ticularly in the areas of education, employ-
ment, and health care; and

(4) appreciates the extraordinary work of
Congressman Chisholm, the example of her
life, and her legacy which have inspired and
empowered many to devote their lives to
public service.

SENATE RESOLUTION 690—AFFIRM-
ING THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
ORPHAN DRUG ACT, APPLAUD-
ING THE LIFE-SAVING ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF THE ACT DUR-
ING ITS 35-YEAR HISTORY, AND
RECOGNIZING THE NEED TO CON-
TINUE SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT OF NEW
THERAPIES FOR RARE DISEASES

Mr. HATCH submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. RES. 690

Whereas 30,000,000 people in the United
States, or nearly 1 out of every 10 individuals
in the United States, live with at least 1 of
more than 7,000 known rare diseases;

Whereas, in 1983, the Orphan Drug Act
(Public Law 97-414; 96 Stat. 2049) was enacted
to provide research and development incen-
tives to encourage the development of new
therapies for diseases affecting less than
200,000 people in the United States;

Whereas, in the 10 years prior to the enact-
ment of the Orphan Drug Act, only 10 thera-
pies for rare diseases were developed by pri-
vate industry and approved for patients;

Whereas, since the enactment of the Or-
phan Drug Act, research and development of
therapies for rare diseases has resulted in
more than 650 new therapies for rare dis-
eases;

Whereas experts estimate that without the
tax credit for testing expenses for drugs for
rare diseases, known as the ‘“‘Orphan Drug
Tax Credit’’, one of the incentives of the Or-
phan Drug Act, at least Y5 of those new
therapies would likely not have been devel-
oped;

Whereas the Orphan Drug Act continues to
lead to increased research and successful
therapeutic development along the full range
of rare diseases, including the rarest dis-
eases;

Whereas new therapies for rare diseases
benefit the individuals affected by such dis-
eases through increased life expectancy and
improved quality of life;

Whereas new therapies for rare diseases
benefit society through increased produc-
tivity of the individuals affected by such dis-
eases and a potential decline in the resources
devoted to health care, disability,
caregiving, and related spending; and

Whereas, despite the success of the Orphan
Drug Act, only approximately 5 percent of
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