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placed on our producers.’’ The Sec-
retary finished by saying: ‘‘Our farm-
ers, ranchers, foresters, and producers 
will be well served by his counsel.’’ 

I know the distinguished Presiding 
Officer has a strong interest and a 
hands-on background in agriculture, 
and so do many other Members of this 
body on both sides of the aisle. I am 
happy to strongly recommend Stephen 
Vaden to my colleagues. I urge a ‘‘yes’’ 
vote on ending the debate. Once that 
has ended, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on con-
firmation of his nomination by Presi-
dent Trump. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Tennessee. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Stephen Alexander Vaden, of Ten-
nessee, to be General Counsel of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

Mitch McConnell, Johnny Isakson, Mike 
Rounds, Thom Tillis, Mike Crapo, Pat 
Roberts, John Hoeven, David Perdue, 
Tim Scott, John Cornyn, Roy Blunt, 
Cory Gardner, Tom Cotton, Jerry 
Moran, John Barrasso, Roger F. 
Wicker, John Boozman. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Stephen Alexander Vaden, of Ten-
nessee, to be General Counsel of the 
Department of Agriculture shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the 
Senator from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH), the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN), and the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) 
is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49, 
nays 45, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 245 Ex.] 

YEAS—49 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Flake 
Gardner 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kyl 
Lankford 
Lee 
McConnell 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Young 

NAYS—45 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 

Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 

Murray 
Nelson 
Peters 
Reed 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—6 

Crapo 
Graham 

Hyde-Smith 
Moran 

Sanders 
Wicker 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 49, the nays are 45. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The Senate majority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CENTENNIAL OF THE KENTUCKY 
FARM BUREAU 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, it is 
my pleasure today to recognize one of 
the greatest voices for Kentucky’s ag-
ricultural communities, the Kentucky 
Farm Bureau, KFB, as it prepares to 
commemorate its centennial year. 
With a mission to identify the chal-
lenges facing farmers, to improve farm 
income, and to enhance the quality of 
life for growers, processors, and all of 
us who enjoy the fruits of their labors, 
the KFB has been a force for good 
throughout my home State. Since its 
establishment almost 100 years ago, 
the KFB has done all of this and more. 
I am so proud to have this opportunity 
to congratulate the men and women of 
the KFB on this impressive milestone. 

In 1919, a small group of Kentucky 
farmers gathered in Louisville to form 
an organization to serve as the ‘‘Voice 
of Kentucky Agriculture.’’ Beginning 
as a member-based and member-driven 

organization, the KFB has proudly 
kept to its founding vision, striving 
each day to uphold that same goal. 

In the last 100 years, the KFB has 
grown beyond anything its founders 
could have imagined. With nearly 
500,000 members, the organization 
maintains a presence in all 120 counties 
in the Commonwealth. The KFB has 
developed many service programs to 
benefit its members and other parts of 
the agricultural community. These 
services include providing crop insur-
ance products, Young Farmers develop-
ment, public affairs representation, 
and estate planning assistance, just to 
name a few. As it celebrates its centen-
nial year, the KFB can also be proud of 
being one of the largest State Farm 
Bureaus throughout the entire Nation. 

Since my first day serving in the U.S. 
Senate, I have had the opportunity to 
be Kentucky’s champion on the Senate 
Agriculture Committee. Every step of 
the way, the KFB has helped guide my 
work on that committee on behalf of 
my State’s farm families. Through sev-
eral agricultural bills—and countless 
fly-ins, the KFB has proved to be a 
partner I can rely upon to support Ken-
tucky farmers. We have accomplished a 
great deal, and I look forward to many 
more projects we can work on together. 

One particular event I look forward 
to each year is the KFB’s annual coun-
try ham breakfast during the Ken-
tucky State Fair. I make it a point to 
attend every year possible so I can not 
only have the opportunity to enjoy the 
delicious food, but also to spend qual-
ity time with the many friends of Ken-
tucky agriculture I have gotten to 
know over the years. The tradition 
began in 1964 as a way to showcase our 
agricultural products during the Ken-
tucky State Fair, and it has grown into 
one of the Nation’s premier agricul-
tural events. Each year, thousands of 
Kentuckians from across the Common-
wealth gather to enjoy some of the best 
locally sourced food our State’s farm-
ers have to offer. The morning cul-
minates in a charity auction of the 
blue-ribbon country ham. This year, 
the winning bid was a record-breaking 
$2.8 million to be donated to Kentucky 
charities. While the ham breakfast 
may be among its best-known public 
events, it is just one example of the 
KFB’s many accomplishments. 

Throughout 2019, I hear the KFB 
plans to celebrate its century of suc-
cesses on behalf of Kentucky’s farmers. 
I would like to recognize the contribu-
tions of the organization’s leadership, 
in particular Mark Haney and his exec-
utive team. They are wonderful rep-
resentatives of the KFB and proud ad-
vocates for farmers. With their guid-
ance, the KFB has a bright future 
ahead. 

I urge my Senate colleagues to join 
me in the recognition of the KFB, its 
members, and all who have benefited 
from its century of service to Ken-
tucky. The organization’s unmatched 
dedication to farmers and commitment 
to agricultural advancement continues 
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