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Brain Injury Program Reauthorization 
Act of 2018. I want to thank my col-
league, Senator Casey, for working 
with me once again on important legis-
lation to reauthorize the Federal Trau-
matic Brain Injury program, which is 
dedicated to improving the delivery 
and quality of care for persons with 
traumatic brain injury — or, TBI. 

Each year, millions of Americans suf-
fer TBIs as a result of automobile colli-
sions, falls, recreational accidents, as-
saults, and other tragic incidents. TBI 
has also been called a signature wound 
of recent wars. In 2016, the Department 
of Defense reported more than 18,000 
service members diagnosed with trau-
matic brain injury. A survivor of a se-
vere brain injury typically faces years 
of intensive health and rehabilitation 
services, with estimated lifetime costs 
in the millions. 

In 1996, I worked with my good friend 
Senator Ted Kennedy on the original 
TBI Act to help limit the suffering, 
death, and long-term disability that re-
sults from TBI. Our legislation marked 
the beginning of a multifaceted Fed-
eral endeavor to address the needs of 
persons with TBI and their families. 
The 1996 TBI law authorized research, 
not only for the treatment of trau-
matic brain injury, but also for preven-
tion and awareness programs to help 
decrease the occurrence of TBI and im-
prove patient outcomes. It was the 
first Federal legislation to focus on im-
proving education, protection, and 
state services coordination for TBI. 

Today’s TBI program maintains that 
original framework of prevention, edu-
cation, access, and protection. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) conducts projects to re-
duce the incidence of traumatic brain 
injury. Through the Administration for 
Community Living (ACL), the TBI 
State Partnership Grant Program 
helps States and territories to build 
service infrastructure and improve ac-
cess to services and supports. 

Through the ACL, the TBI program 
also supports protection and advocacy 
to provide TBI survivors with informa-
tion and referral services, and to help 
resolve legal and administrative prob-
lems for individuals or groups of indi-
viduals with developmental disabil-
ities. Our bill reauthorizes TBI activi-
ties at the CDC and ACL. 

The CDC has reported that about 2.5 
million children and adults sustain 
TBIs each year. But we do not truly 
know the incidence and prevalence of 
TBI or the lifelong disability it can 
cause. Surveillance is especially impor-
tant to our efforts to reduce the public 
health burden of TBI. Improved data 
collection can help both primary pre-
vention of TBI, and acute care and re-
habilitation. Prevention programs 
should be targeted to address at-risk 
populations and specific causes of TBI. 
And accurate data are needed to im-
prove TBI survivors’ access to nec-
essary services. 

At present, CDC is piloting a Na-
tional Concussion Surveillance System 

as a means to fill these gaps and pro-
vide a better estimate of the TBI bur-
den. This system is an effort that 
aligns with recommendations made in 
a 2013 report from the National Acad-
emies for Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine, as well as proposals included 
in President’s Budget requests. 

When taken to scale following the 
pilot study, this system has the capac-
ity to provide the first truly com-
prehensive incidence of TBI in children 
across the lifespan and at a national 
level. It also has the potential to im-
prove our understanding of the full 
range of circumstances leading to TBI 
and track healthcare utilization and 
services received after a TBI event. By 
collecting information over multiple 
years, we can also track whether the 
problem is getting better or worse, and 
if prevention efforts are actually work-
ing. 

The Traumatic Brain Injury Program 
Reauthorization of 2018 is supported by 
the Brain Injury Association of Amer-
ica (BIAA) and the National Associa-
tion of State Head Injury Administra-
tors (NASHIA). It will extend impor-
tant prevention, education, State pro-
gram support, and protection and advo-
cacy activities for an additional five 
years. It will also help to gather the 
data that we need to make those pro-
grams better, and, ultimately, to im-
prove TBI survivors’ access to nec-
essary services. I urge my colleagues to 
support our efforts to continue improv-
ing the delivery and quality of care for 
persons living with TBI by helping to 
pass the Traumatic Brain Injury Pro-
gram Reauthorization of 2018. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 704—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
GOALS OF NATIONAL ADOPTION 
DAY AND NATIONAL ADOPTION 
MONTH BY PROMOTING NA-
TIONAL AWARENESS OF ADOP-
TION AND THE CHILDREN 
AWAITING FAMILIES, CELE-
BRATING CHILDREN AND FAMI-
LIES INVOLVED IN ADOPTION, 
AND ENCOURAGING THE PEOPLE 
OF THE UNITED STATES TO SE-
CURE SAFETY, PERMANENCY, 
AND WELL-BEING FOR ALL CHIL-
DREN 

Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. ENZI, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. RISCH, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. SCOTT, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. JONES, Ms. HAS-
SAN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. MANCHIN, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
BOOKER, Ms. SMITH, Mr. KING, Mr. 
CASEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BOOZMAN, and 
Mrs. MURRAY) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 704 

Whereas there are millions of unparented 
children in the world, including 437,465 chil-

dren in the foster care system in the United 
States, approximately 117,794 of whom are 
waiting for families to adopt them; 

Whereas 64 percent of the children in foster 
care in the United States are age 10 or 
younger; 

Whereas the average length of time a child 
spends in foster care is approximately 20 
months; 

Whereas, for many foster children, the 
wait for a loving family in which the chil-
dren are nurtured, comforted, and protected 
seems endless; 

Whereas, in 2016, 20,532 youth ‘‘aged out’’ of 
foster care by reaching adulthood without 
being placed in a permanent home; 

Whereas, every day, loving and nurturing 
families are strengthened and expanded when 
committed and dedicated individuals make 
an important difference in the life of a child 
through adoption; 

Whereas, while nearly a quarter of individ-
uals in the United States have considered 
adoption, a majority of individuals in the 
United States have misperceptions about the 
process of adopting children from foster care 
and the children who are eligible for adop-
tion; 

Whereas 46 percent of individuals in the 
United States believe that children enter the 
foster care system because of juvenile delin-
quency, when in reality the vast majority of 
children who have entered the foster care 
system were victims of neglect, abandon-
ment, or abuse; 

Whereas 39 percent of individuals in the 
United States believe that foster care adop-
tion is expensive, when in reality there is no 
substantial cost for adopting from foster 
care and financial support is available to 
adoptive parents after an adoption is final-
ized; 

Whereas family reunification, kinship 
care, and domestic and intercountry adop-
tion promote permanency and stability to a 
far greater degree than long-term institu-
tionalization or long-term, often disrupted, 
foster care; 

Whereas November is National Adoption 
Month, and National Adoption Day occurs in 
November; 

Whereas National Adoption Day is a collec-
tive national effort to find permanent, loving 
families for children in the foster care sys-
tem; 

Whereas, since the first National Adoption 
Day in 2000, more than 70,000 children have 
joined permanent families on National Adop-
tion Day; and 

Whereas the President traditionally issues 
an annual proclamation to declare the 
month of November as National Adoption 
Month, and National Adoption Day is on No-
vember 17, 2018: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Adoption Day and National Adoption 
Month; 

(2) recognizes that every child should have 
a permanent and loving family; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to consider adoption during the 
month of November and throughout the 
year. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 705—DESIG-
NATING DECEMBER 3, 2018, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL PHENYLKETONURIA 
AWARENESS DAY’’ 

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Ms. 
BALDWIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 
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