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TRIBUTE TO SHARON SHULTZE 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mourn the passing of a truly dedi-
cated public servant, Sharon Shultze. Sharon 
was a tireless advocate for social justice and 
civility, a loyal senior Congressional aide, and 
generous mentor. Sharon dedicated her life to 
serving the poor, the downtrodden, and the 
most vulnerable. She will be remembered by 
all those who knew her for her selflessness 
and love. Sharon was born and raised in Lin-
coln, Nebraska and moved to San Diego after 
getting married. She was instrumental in cre-
ating a ground breaking program at the Uni-
versity of San Diego’s Law School, the Mira 
Mesa Mediation Center, which helped people 
from diverse backgrounds resolve conflict 
peacefully and civilly. The center later devel-
oped into the National Conflict Resolution 
Center. Sharon worked for Bob Filner through-
out his entire political career, from the San 
Diego School Board to San Diego City Council 
to the United States Congress. Sharon pas-
sionately served the people of San Diego for 
over three decades, taking on various respon-
sibilities throughout Filner’s different elected 
offices. One of her favorite projects while 
working for Congressman Filner was helping 
him chose the district winner of the Congres-
sional Art Competition wherein high school 
students from every congressional district in 
the country compete for an opportunity to dis-
play their artwork in the halls of Congress. 

Her favorite role, and the one she found 
most rewarding, was that of advocate. Sharon 
took the most joy out of writing legislation that 
promoted veterans and San Diego residents. 
Her contributions to the veteran community in-
clude helping to draft and pass the Post-9/11 
Veterans Education Assistance Act of 2008 
which provides full, four-year tuition to military 
veterans attending public universities across 
the country who enlisted after September 11, 
2001. Perhaps the achievement Sharon was 
most proud of in the veteran community was 
her contribution toward the passage of legisla-
tion in support of Filipino veterans and Mer-
chant Marines who served the United States 
during World War II receiving full veteran ben-
efits, which they had been previously denied. 
Sharon was an amazing, accomplished 
woman. Her strong worth ethic and profes-
sionalism made her a role model and devoted 
mentor to the young people who looked to her 
for guidance both in San Diego and in Wash-
ington, DC. My office and I were on the re-
ceiving end of some of her mentorship. Soon 
after I was elected to Congress, Sharon was 
the first to offer guidance and support. Her 
best quality, noted by many of her friends and 
family, was that Sharon was a gifted listener. 
She was there for whoever needed her help, 
without regard for her time and energy. Shar-
on bestowed unconditional positive support, 

kindness, compassion, and empathy to those 
around her, assuring them that they were 
loved and valued. She shared her ideas and 
common sense with others, always making 
sure to keep people’s best interest in mind. 
She never gave up on making a difference in 
the world. 

Our thoughts go out to her partner of nearly 
30 years, Doug Duffield; her three children, 
Blair, David, and Carol; and Natalie and 
Zachary, her two grandchildren, who made her 
heart smile. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF MS. KIMBERLY 
‘‘KIM’’ A. PORTER 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to a beloved en-
trepreneur and dear friend of longstanding, 
Kim Porter. Sadly, Kim departed to her eternal 
reward on Thursday, November 15, 2018 . On 
Saturday, November 24, 2018, friends and 
family gathered to celebrate the wonderful life 
of this exceptional woman at a homegoing 
service held at Cascade Hills Church in Co-
lumbus, Georgia. 

Kimberly Antwinette Porter was born on De-
cember 15, 1970, in Columbus, Georgia to the 
union of Jake and Sarah Goodwin Porter. 
From the time she was eight years old, she 
was reared by her mother, as a single parent, 
and her grandmother, Ms. Lila Star, the owner 
of the renowned Royal Cafe in Columbus. As 
a young teenager, Kim attended the Mabie 
Bailey School of Modeling in Columbus, Geor-
gia, and in 1988, graduated from Columbus 
High School where she was a musician in the 
marching band and Homecoming Queen. 

At the age of 17, Kim won the Fresh Faces 
Model of the South Pageant in Hilton Head, 
South Carolina. Following her high school 
graduation, she moved to New York to embark 
on her journey to become a model, where she 
met Marsha Irving who became one of her 
closest friends. Her stunning looks and poised 
presence made her a contender for several of 
New York’s top modeling agencies. Kim ulti-
mately signed with the Wilhelmina Agency and 
garnered worldwide recognition, gracing the 
runways and covers for numerous global 
brands and premiere fashion magazines. She 
also worked alongside such legendary models 
as Kimora Lee Simmons, Veronica Webb, and 
Naomi Campbell. 

In addition to her stellar career on the run-
way, Kim made a name for herself in the en-
tertainment industry. She was the visionary 
behind Uptown Records, providing creative 
optics and a visual narrative that propelled the 
label and connected the culture of the South 
with New York City and the East Coast. As an 
actress, Kim appeared in numerous television 
series and films including Law & Order, The 

Brothers, The Cosby Show, and Mama, I 
Want to Sing. With her cherished ‘‘best 
friends’’, Eboni Elektra and Nicole Johnson, 
she co-founded Three Brown Girls, an Atlanta 
based marketing firm that promoted celebrity 
events and emerging artists. 

William Shakespeare wrote, ‘‘All the world’s 
a stage, and all the men and women merely 
players: they have their exits and their en-
trances; and one man in his time plays many 
parts. . . .’’ Kim elegantly played many parts 
and graciously used her influence to inspire 
others, leaving a lasting impact. 

Maya Angelou once said, ‘‘A great soul 
serves everyone all the time. A great soul 
never dies.’’ Kim was one such great soul, 
who served humanity in a very special way. 
Each day she graced the people around her 
with an enthusiastic sincerity of presence. Her 
legacy on this earth extends beyond herself to 
those whom she inspired and supported, and 
for it, she will always be remembered. 

Kimberly is survived by her beautiful chil-
dren, Quincy, Christian, Jessie, and D’Lila; her 
father, Jake Porter; her grandmother, Ms. Lila 
Star; aunts, uncles, and a host of other family 
and friends including R&B singer, Albert 
Brown (Al B. Sure!) and music mogul, Sean 
John Combs (P-Diddy), all of whom will miss 
her deeply. 

On a personal note, I have known and been 
associated with Kim and her extended family 
for more than 40 years. When she became 
Homecoming Queen at Columbus High 
School, her mother asked me to escort her 
during the half time activities when her father 
was unable to attend. Kim was a special 
young woman who had a sweet and gentle 
spirit and an infectious personality that en-
deared her to many. She gave others strength 
by always seeing and focusing on the positive 
side of life. I can say without reservation that 
Kim was one of the most sincere and warm- 
hearted people I have known. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me, along with the constituents of 
Georgia’s Second Congressional District and 
people all across America and the world, in 
paying tribute to Ms. Kimberly Antwinette Por-
ter for the inspiring life that she led. Moreover, 
we extend our deepest sympathies to her fam-
ily, friends, and loved ones during this difficult 
time. We pray that we will all be consoled and 
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy 
Spirit in the days, weeks, and months ahead. 

f 

HONORING JODY FLEDDERMAN 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Jody Fledderman for 
his contribution to our state and community. 

Jody is a loyal friend and has been a wise 
adviser during my entire tenure in Congress. 
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As a member of the 6th District Manufacturing 
Advisory Committee, Jody regularly met with 
my team to discuss emerging manufacturing 
issues that are impacting Indiana. He is also 
a community leader and employer at Bates-
ville Tool and Die in Ripley County. Our state 
is better off today because of Jody’s extraor-
dinary leadership and service. 

I also want to thank Jody for his support of 
my work in Congress. He is a good man and 
one of my favorite people from the 6th District. 
I wish him continued success in all that God 
has planned for him and his family. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF EVELYNN 
BELLE TURBEVILLE WARE 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with a heavy heart to honor the life of Mrs. 
Evelynn Belle Turbeville Ware. As a con-
stituent of Hillsboro, Virginia, Belle devoted 
her life to her family and public service. She 
was dedicated to her beloved husband, John, 
and together they raised four children. Belle is 
survived by daughter: Vicki Ware Albert and 
her husband Charles; daughter Paige Ware 
Petro and her husband Mark; son John Ware; 
son Mark Ware and his wife Amie; 10 grand-
children: Jeremy Barry, Lindsay Albert, Ken-
dall Albert, Morgan Petro, Chris Petro, Jordan 
Ware, Jackson Ware, Evan Ware, Matthew 
Ware, and Nathan Ware; and 2 great grand-
children: Owen Barry and Kyle Barry. 

Belle was a long-time resident of Hillsboro, 
Virginia having moved there with her parents 
and sister during the end of World War II. 
After they married, Belle and John moved to 
a tiny house in town where they lived while re-
storing a Victorian farmhouse they purchased 
in Hillsboro. Belle was one of the founding 
members of what is now the Short Hill Histor-
ical Society and helped save the Old Stone 
School from demolition. She served as an ac-
tive member of this non-profit for 42 years and 
was most fond of the Christmas in Hillsboro 
Historic Homes Tour. Belle had a drive and a 
passion to support the people and causes she 
held dear. 

Following in the footsteps of her mother who 
was the first female mayor in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, she devoted her entire life 
to a career as a public servant who profoundly 
impacted our community. Belle served on the 
Hillsboro Town Council and for many years, 
she was the Town Treasurer, ultimately be-
coming Hillsboro’s Vice Mayor. Belle was also 
a member of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, and each year recognized an ele-
mentary school student at Hillsboro with the 
DAR award. Belle’s heart was sincere in her 
service to the community, and her legacy 
serves as inspiration for others in public serv-
ice. 

Belle was enthusiastic about serving the 
Lord as member of the congregation of the 
Hillsboro United Methodist Church and the 
United Methodist Women’s Group. Belle sang 
in the choir and was instrumental in many vol-
unteer efforts through the church which in-
cluded making apple butter, raising money 

through a yard sale, helping prepare and 
serve the annual freewill offering holiday din-
ner, packaging and donating meals for local 
families in need, hosting the annual church 
picnic, and helping with a local food bank. 
Belle also built her life working at a medical 
practice for thirty years before retiring. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me as we 
recognize the extraordinary life and legacy of 
Mrs. Evelynn Belle Turbeville Ware. The im-
pact she has had on the Commonwealth of 
Virginia and to our country will never be for-
gotten, and I offer our deepest condolences to 
the Ware family. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE EDINA 
BOYS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM 

HON. ERIK PAULSEN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Edina Boys Cross Country 
running team for winning the High School 
state championship. After a long season, 
these runners ran through the finish line to 
bring Edina its first ever state title. 

With runners in all third through seventh 
place finishes, Edina destroyed the competi-
tion. The team ended with only 88 points, 11 
points less than the runner up. 

Mr. Speaker, we all know that being a cross 
country runner takes strength, perseverance, 
endurance, commitment to training, and raw 
athletic talent. 

Congrats. 

f 

HONORING FORMER STATE 
SENATOR BEVERLY GARD 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize former State Senator 
Beverly Gard for her contribution to our state. 

For 24 years, Bev represented Hancock and 
Shelby counties with honor and integrity in the 
Indiana General Assembly. She established 
herself as a tenacious and effective leader in 
the Senate and always put the interests of her 
district first. It was an honor to serve with Bev 
during my time in the Indiana General Assem-
bly. 

On a personal note, Jennifer and I cherish 
our friendship with Bev. She has been a loyal 
friend and a wise adviser to me during my en-
tire tenure in Congress. Both Jennifer and Bev 
are proud alums of the University of Ten-
nessee and Bev was also among my earliest 
and most vocal supporters. I want to thank 
Bev for her friendship and support of my work 
in Congress. I wish her continued success in 
all that God has planned for her and her fam-
ily. 

SALUTING THE 2018 U.S. BORDER 
PATROL NATIONAL PISTOL TEAM 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I sa-
lute the 2018 United States Border Patrol Na-
tional Pistol Team which swept six of eight 
team events at the 56th Annual National Po-
lice Shooting Championships in Albuquerque, 
NM. The following team members exemplify 
professionalism, marksmanship, and the esprit 
de corps found within the ranks of the United 
States Border Patrol: 

National Program Manager–Assistant Chief 
Kenneth Malone 

Program Support–Assistant Chief Kevin Orr 
Team Captain–Watch Commander Arturo 

Velez 
Supervisory Border Patrol Agent Shawn 

Becker 
Supervisory Border Patrol Agent Brian Reilly 
Border Patrol Agent Robert Vadasz (Na-

tional Champion) 
Border Patrol Agent Adam Kovatch 
Border Patrol Agent Alaric Mason 
Border Patrol Agent Ben Morrow 
Border Patrol Agent Charles Rogers 
Border Patrol Agent Andrew Signell 
Border Patrol Agent Tony Simmons 
Border Patrol Agent Brett Sullivan 
Border Patrol Agent Jeremy David 
Border Patrol Agent Joel De Leon III 
Border Patrol Agent Dean Geiger 
Border Patrol Agent Lilia Ferrer 
Border Patrol Agent Andrew Moore 
Border Patrol Agent Tracy Wong 
Their success is nothing new as the USBP 

National Pistol Team has won more NPSC 
competitions than any other law enforcement 
agency and holds numerous team and indi-
vidual national records set by past and 
present U.S. Border Patrol Agents. All USBP 
National Pistol Team members are law en-
forcement agents first and represent the 
USBP in competitions as a collateral assign-
ment by earning their way onto the team. 

The National Pistol Championships take 
place annually and include teams from the 
U.S. Armed Forces and Civilian Marksmanship 
Program clubs from across the nation. The 
Olympics of law enforcement-centric competi-
tions, the Championships provide officers a 
program that promotes skill and competence 
with firearms at state, regional, and national 
levels. 

I proudly commend the U.S. Border Patrol 
National Pistol Team for not only their work to 
keep our nation safe, but for their dedication 
and efforts on their own time which superbly 
represent the U.S. Border Patrol in prestigious 
firearms competitions. The Team showcases 
the very best in both law enforcement and the 
demanding world of precision marksmanship. I 
thank them for their service and I know they’ll 
continue excelling in future firearms competi-
tions. 
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HONORING MR. DENNIS 

KACOYANIS 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the tremendous work of my con-
stituent Mr. Dennis Kacoyanis of Chantilly, Vir-
ginia. Mr. Kacoyanis plans to retire on January 
3, 2019, after more than 40 years of federal 
service. His dedication and professionalism 
throughout his career have provided excep-
tional benefit to the people of the United 
States. 

Mr. Kacoyanis spent the early portion of his 
federal career as an attorney at the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission enforcing 
employment laws prohibiting discrimination in 
the workplace. Since 1987, Mr. Kacoyanis has 
served as an attorney for the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission. Mr. Kacoyanis 
performed a number of duties to keep con-
sumers safe, including ensuring that haz-
ardous products were promptly recalled from 
the market and that companies immediately 
reported hazardous products to the Commis-
sion. He zealously advocated for the Commis-
sion’s interests in federal court cases. He also 
worked hard to ensure the Commission met its 
responsibility to release information to the 
public—increasing transparency, accountability 
and trust in government. 

In addition to his 32 years of work at the 
Commission, Mr. Kacoyanis previously served 
the American people at the U.S. Department 
of Justice in the Civil Rights Division, and at 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia, Alexandria Division. 

Mr. Speaker, I now ask that my colleagues 
join me in thanking Mr. Kacoyanis for the out-
standing service he provided to the United 
States throughout his long-lasting career. I 
wish him all the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR DAMON WELCH 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Mayor Damon Welch 
for his contribution to our state and the City of 
Madison. 

Over the years, Damon has been a loyal 
friend and wise adviser to me. He has also 
served the City of Madison, as mayor, with 
honor and integrity. Damon has made improv-
ing the quality of life in the community his 
main priority for years. Several economic de-
velopment initiatives, including being des-
ignated as a Stellar Community in 2017, have 
been the result of Damon’s hard work and 
commitment to the historic City of Madison. 
Our state is better off today because of his ex-
traordinary leadership and service. 

On a personal note, Damon is a brother in 
Christ. I have truly appreciated his prayers 
and encouragement over the years. I wish him 
continued success in all that God has planned 
for him and his family. 

RECOGNIZING KEVIN HOUGEN 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce, 
Kevin Hougen. Recently the Denver Business 
Journal recognized Kevin with its 2018 Most 
Admired Chief Executive Officer honor. This 
prestigious award is given only to those with 
a proven record of innovation, who act as a 
standard-bearer for their organization, as a 
community role model, and exert exceptional 
leadership within their organization and the 
community. I am proud to see Kevin Hougen 
receive this award for his more than two dec-
ades of dedicated service to my hometown of 
Aurora, Colorado. 

Kevin Hougen’s leadership with the Aurora 
Chamber of Commerce began 22 years ago 
when he was first hired as its Vice President 
of Sales. Since 1999, Kevin Hougen has 
served as its President and Chief Executive 
Officer. Kevin’s leadership and business acu-
men has played a key role in the tremendous 
growth and economic success the city of Au-
rora has experienced since then as it has 
grown to become the third largest city in the 
State of Colorado. 

Kevin Hougen has led the Aurora Chamber 
of Commerce through difficult challenges such 
as the ‘‘Great Recession’’ and to new and ex-
citing triumphs such as the agreement with 
Denver and Adams County on the develop-
ment of the ‘‘Aerotropolis.’’ Critically, his lead-
ership has proved crucial to enhancing com-
munity support efforts for Buckley Air Force 
Base. I do not believe any base located in a 
major metropolitan area receives more con-
sistent or stronger community support than 
does Buckley Air Force Base. 

Kevin Hougen has also led the Chamber’s 
efforts to make Aurora a better place to live 
and to do business. He has done so by facili-
tating support for the expansion and creation 
of new roadways and the light rail line that 
now serve the City of Aurora. He has also ral-
lied the business community to become more 
involved with the local schools, which are so 
important to the long-term economic strength 
of the City of Aurora. 

Mr. Speaker, my hometown city of Aurora 
would not be the driving force of innovation, 
development, and economic opportunity it is 
today without Kevin Hougen. I look forward to 
seeing his successes and those of the Aurora 
Chamber of Commerce continue well into the 
future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE MINNETONKA 
GIRLS SOCCER TEAM 

HON. ERIK PAULSEN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Minnetonka Girls Soccer Team 
on winning the Minnesota state high school 
championship. After narrowly the state cham-
pionship game last year, the Skippers re-
deemed themselves with a 1–0 victory over 

Wayzata to finish the season and take home 
the state title. Minnetonka scored a goal in the 
first minute of play and held the lead for the 
remainder of the game. 

Soccer requires teamwork, cohesiveness, 
agility and physical rigor. While the Skippers’ 
girls mastered these skills to capture their third 
state title, it’s also important to point out that 
these student athletes excel in other areas off 
the field. Keeping up with their studies and 
being involved in other community activities is 
also a hallmark of their success. 

Congratulations to the players, coaches, 
parents and fans on being high school 
champs. 

f 

HONORING MR. ABDE-ALI EMADI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA FOR ACHIEV-
ING THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate my constituent, Abde- 
Ali Emadi, for his accomplishment in earning 
the rank of Eagle Scout. 

The Eagle Scout designation is the highest 
advancement rank in Scouting, which only a 
small number of Boy Scouts earn. The rank is 
performance-based, and must meet high 
standards that have been well-maintained over 
the past century. To earn the rank of Eagle 
Scout, a Boy Scout is obligated to pass spe-
cific tests that are organized by myriad re-
quirements and merit badges, as well as com-
pleting an Eagle Scout project to benefit the 
community. 

Abde-Ali has been recognized as a valuable 
member of Troop 180, and has served in var-
ious leadership positions; i.e. Junior Assistant 
Scoutmaster and Senior Patrol Leader. His 
Eagle Scout Project was to clean and stain 
over 70 picnic tables at the New Kingstown 
Fire Company pavilion, in addition to building 
four ADA-compliant tables. 

I’ve long appreciated the commitment of 
people who demonstrate hard work and de-
vote themselves selflessly to serving our com-
munities and fellow citizens. On behalf of 
Pennsylvania’s Fourth Congressional District, I 
recognize and congratulate Abde-Ali Emadi on 
his significant accomplishment and community 
service. I wish him continued success and 
Godspeed in his future adventures. 

f 

HONORING J.R. AND CAROL 
SHOWERS 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize J.R. and Carol Show-
ers for their contribution to our state and their 
community. 

The Showers have made a positive and 
lasting impact in Shelbyville and embody ex-
actly what ‘‘Hoosier hospitality’’ is meant to be. 
When J.R. served as County Chairman, we 
worked extensively together to support Repub-
lican candidates and principles. Our state is 
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better off today because of the Showers’ ex-
traordinary leadership and service in their 
community. 

On a personal note, I have known J.R. and 
Carol for the past two decades. They hosted 
my first event as a state legislator in Shelby 
County. And, they have supported our efforts 
every step of the way since. J.R. and Carol 
are loyal friends and wise advisers. Jennifer 
and I cherish our friendship with the Showers 
and I will always be grateful for their support 
of my work in Congress. We wish them contin-
ued success in all that God has planned for 
their family. 

f 

ISIS IS RESURGING IN THE 
PHILIPPINES 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ISIS fight-
ers are regrouping in the Philippines. It was 
only a year ago that Philippine forces, with 
help from the U.S. military, retook the city of 
Marawi after a bloody five-month siege. Re-
ports now suggest that fresh ISIS foreign fight-
ers have arrived in the area and are preparing 
to unleash a new wave of terror. America 
must be prepared to blunt their resurgence. 

It should surprise no one, that after the fall 
of ISIS’s so-called caliphate in Syria and Iraq, 
that the terror group would disperse its fighters 
and attempt to build a new caliphate some-
where else. Two decades of fighting jihadists 
has shown they are an adaptive and relentless 
foe. ISIS itself was defeated by U.S. forces in 
Iraq almost a decade ago but because of 
Obama’s naı̈ve withdrawal, was able to rally 
new recruits and exploit instability in the Mid-
dle East. But we have learned our lessons 
and will not stand by as ISIS attempts another 
revival. 

We are in a long war with ISIS, al-Qaeda, 
and other extremists. From Mali to Mindanao, 
America has stood ready to confront jihadism 
much as we stood ready to counter com-
munism around the globe during the Cold 
War. The Philippines is a strategic ally of the 
United States and we will not abandon our 
commitments. We must see to it that the Phil-
ippines have what they need to crush ISIS’s 
attempted comeback and ensure its lasting 
defeat. 

ISIS’s attempts to regroup will not end in the 
Philippines. Our successes against ISIS re-
main fragile and, without continued vigilance, 
can be undone. Our allies must know that the 
U.S. is prepared to stand with them but also 
note that it is their fight as well. It is their se-
curity that is most threatened by ISIS’s cru-
sade of terror. We are in this fight together 
until the ideology that drives Islamic extremism 
relegated to history. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

RECOGNIZING LIBBY GERMANO, 
KENNA GIFFORD, AND NICOLE 
SIMOS 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Libby Germano, Kenna Gifford, and 
Nicole Simos for their hard work and dedica-
tion to the people of Colorado’s Sixth District 
as interns in my Washington, D.C. office for 
the autumn of the 115th Congress, Second 
Session. 

The work of these young professionals has 
been nothing short of exemplary. During their 
time in my office, Libby, Kenna, and Nicole 
served as tour guides, interacted with constitu-
ents, conducted legislative research and 
learned a great deal about the United States 
Congress. I know they all have especially 
bright futures ahead of them and I look for-
ward to seeing them build their prospective 
careers. 

All three of these impeccable interns have 
made plans to continue their educational ca-
reers throughout the United States. I am cer-
tain they will continue in their great success 
and I wish them all the best in their future en-
deavors. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recog-
nize Libby Germano, Kenna Gifford, and Ni-
cole Simos for their service this autumn. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR MIKE BETTICE 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Mayor Mike Bettice for 
his contribution to our state and the City of 
Batesville. 

Throughout his career, Mike has served the 
City of Batesville with honor and integrity. As 
mayor, Mike has done an incredible job of en-
gaging the Batesville community and working 
to ensure its success. Our state is better off 
today because of his leadership and service. 

On a personal note, we are both proud 
alums of Wabash College. Mike is a loyal con-
fidant and among my closest friends in poli-
tics. I want to thank him for his support of my 
work in Congress and wish Mike continued 
success in all that God has planned for him 
and his family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LEBANON VOLUN-
TEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Leb-
anon Volunteer Fire Department and to thank 
its dedicated members for their commitment to 
their community and the residents of eastern 
Connecticut. 

The Lebanon Volunteer Fire Department 
was founded in September 1943 by 53 Leb-
anon residents without any equipment or sta-
tion of their own. The first chief of the com-
pany, Clark W. Standish, obtained permission 
from the State Forestry Department to use 
their truck and equipment until Lebanon could 
procure their own. Since the department’s in-
ception, its volunteers have consistently 
served the Town of Lebanon demonstrating 
courage and compassion in times of crisis and 
distress for their friends, families, and neigh-
bors. For decades Lebanon Volunteer Fire De-
partment has also provided the same excep-
tional and brave service to surrounding towns 
and communities under mutual aid agree-
ments. The department has grown and adapt-
ed to the changing needs of the Town while 
remaining an all-volunteer force, providing fire, 
EMS, and hazmat services for the protection 
of life, property, and the environment. 

This growth and innovation by Lebanon Vol-
unteer Fire Department has intensified in the 
wake of the post-9/11 world. As my colleagues 
know, the new Department of Homeland Se-
curity, which was created in the wake of the 
tragedy, established the Assistance to Fire-
fighters Grant Program which has provided re-
curring grants to local departments all across 
the country. The grant process is an annual 
one and requires knowledge and expertise for 
departments big and small to access these 
funds for needed equipment and training. In 
Connecticut’s Second District, the Lebanon 
Volunteer Fire Department has graciously 
hosted annual AFG seminars for communities 
all across the region. Given that this program 
is competitive, Lebanon’s willingness to share 
updates on ways to successfully navigate the 
grant process speaks highly of their commit-
ment to public safety for all. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to please 
join me in honoring these dedicated public 
servants both living and deceased, whose 
dedication and heroism have made this auspi-
cious occasion possible. All firefighters and 
EMTs make sacrifices of time and take signifi-
cant personal risks for the protection of the 
communities they serve. We in eastern Con-
necticut are ever so fortunate and grateful to 
be protected by the courageous men and 
women of Lebanon Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. 

f 

HONORING MATTHEW BRITTAIN OF 
PENNSYLVANIA FOR ACHIEVING 
THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate my constituent, Mat-
thew Brittain, for his accomplishment in earn-
ing the rank of Eagle Scout. 

The Eagle Scout is the highest advance-
ment rank in scouting; only a small number of 
Boy Scouts earn this auspicious title. The 
Eagle Scout is performance-based and has 
high standards that have been well-maintained 
over the past century. To earn the rank of 
Eagle Scout, a Boy Scout is obligated to pass 
specific tests that are organized by myriad re-
quirements and merit badges, as well as com-
pleting an Eagle Scout project to benefit the 
community. 
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Matthew has been recognized as a valuable 

member of Troop 15, and has served in var-
ious leadership positions like Troop Guide and 
Senior Patrol Leader. His Eagle Scout project 
was to clean, repair, and refurbish an outdoor 
band shell for the picnic grove of the Salem 
UCC Church in Dover, Pennsylvania. 

I have long appreciated the commitment of 
people who demonstrate hard work and self-
less devotion to serving our communities and 
fellow citizens. On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 
Fourth Congressional District, I recognize and 
congratulate Eagle Scout Matthew Brittain on 
his great accomplishment and community 
service. I wish Matthew continued success 
and Godspeed in his future adventures. 

f 

HONORING JEFF AND DANAE 
SPONSEL 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Jeff and Danae 
Sponsel for their contribution to our state and 
country. 

Over the years, Jeff and Danae have served 
the City of Shelbyville and Shelby County in a 
variety of roles with honor and distinction. Jeff 
is always quick with a joke, yet has a fiery 
passion for serving his fellow Hoosiers. He 
has spent years serving in various positions in 
the community, including on the City Council 
and as the Shelby County Election Deputy. 
Danae is a rock star and has dedicated her-
self toward advancing Republican principles 
with the local party. It has been an honor to 
work with them and our state is better off 
today because of their extraordinary leader-
ship and service. 

On a personal note, Jeff and Danae were 
among my earliest supporters of my first run 
for the state legislature. Jennifer and I cherish 
our friendship with both Jeff and Danae and I 
would like to thank them for their support of 
my work in Congress. We wish them contin-
ued success in all that God has planned for 
their family. 

f 

JIM KENNEDY RETIRES FROM THE 
VICTORVILLE CITY COUNCIL 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the service and commitment of out-
going Victorville City Council Member Jim 
Kennedy who will leave the dais on Tuesday, 
December 4, 2018. 

Jim was first elected to Victorville City 
Council in 2010 and has served the city for 
eight years, including terms as Mayor and 
Mayor Pro-tem. In addition to his position as 
council member, Jim has served as a board 
member of the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants, the Inland Empire Chapter 
of the California Society of CPAs, the City 
Audit Committee, and as a delegate to Victor 
Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority. 

During his time on the council, Jim has been 
a passionate advocate for Victorville and its 
residents. He supported key infrastructure 
projects including the Nisqualli/La Mesa inter-
change, which provided a key transit corridor 
to help alleviate traffic congestion. Jim also 
fought to keep Victorville residents safe, and 
consistently voted to add additional sheriff’s 
deputies and firefighters to the city’s budget. 

I thank Council Member Jim Kennedy for his 
leadership and dedication to public service on 
behalf of Victorville residents. Jim has been a 
true model of civility and decorum on the 
Victorville City Council, and he will be sorely 
missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EVAN GWOZDZ 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Evan Gwozdz, a student-athlete 
from Middleborough, Massachusetts and the 
National Recipient of the 2017–2018 Student- 
Athlete Scholarship from the National Inter-
scholastic Athletic Administrators Association. 

Each year, the NIAAA awards scholarships 
to high school student-athletes who exemplify 
the qualities of scholastic excellence, leader-
ship, and sportsmanship. Without question, 
Evan was a worthy selection for this pres-
tigious award. An honors student in the class-
room, Evan was his class valedictorian, a Na-
tional Merit Scholar, and a national winner of 
the Rensselaer Medal for outstanding achieve-
ments in math and science. As a high-profile 
athlete and the top student in his class at 
Middleborough High School, Evan dem-
onstrates a true commitment to excellence in 
Massachusetts. 

On the field, Evan lettered in football, base-
ball, and track, garnering numerous awards 
during his high school career. Evan led his in-
door track team in points and was a South 
Shore League long jump champion; played 
three years of varsity baseball without ever 
getting caught stealing; and led Middleborough 
High School to their first state football cham-
pionship since 1983 while being named the 
Boston Globe Division 6 Player of the Year. 

A native of Cape Cod, Evan was intrinsically 
driven at an early age. Starting in third grade, 
he began a meticulous schedule juggling a 
multitude of academic, athletic, and extra-
curricular commitments. He had never played 
football before he joined the team in high 
school, so he took extra time to improve his 
game—a commitment that has undoubtedly 
paid off. Evan is currently a quarterback at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology while 
majoring in chemical engineering, and he also 
is cross-registered at Harvard and earning a 
business degree. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize Evan 
Gwozdz for his many accomplishments, and I 
ask that my colleagues join me in congratu-
lating him and wishing him great success in 
the future. It is truly inspiring to see a such dy-
namic and passionate person follow their 
dream, and I know we will see more great 
things from him in the future. 

HONORING GEORGE SMITH ON HIS 
50TH ANNIVERSARY WITH THE 
LEBANON VOLUNTEER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of George Smith of Lebanon, CT, 
who is celebrating his 50th anniversary as a 
member of the Lebanon Volunteer Fire De-
partment. 

George, a native of Rocky Grove, PA, start-
ed his vocation as a public servant after grad-
uating from high school in 1954. He enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy and served in the Korean Con-
flict, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the Vietnam 
Conflict over his 21 years of active military 
service, reaching the rank of E8 Senior Chief 
Hospital Corpsman. 

George and his family moved to Lebanon, 
CT in 1966. Following in his first-responder 
parents’ footsteps, he decided to become a 
firefighter and joined the Lebanon Volunteer 
Fire Department in May 1968. In 1978, he 
joined the Lebanon Constabulary and served 
as a constable for a decade. He also provided 
emergency medical services and performed 
firefighting tasks. Over the course of his public 
service to the town he has also served as Fire 
Lieutenant, Fire Police Lieutenant, elected de-
partment secretary, and currently as Fire Po-
lice Captain. 

For 50 years, George has been committed 
to serving Lebanon residents by protecting 
them, their families, pets, and livestock, as 
well as lands and properties throughout the 
town. He holds life member status at the Leb-
anon Volunteer Fire Department. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to please 
join me in recognizing George Smith’s mile-
stone anniversary as well as his remarkable 
record of service to the town of Lebanon. Vol-
unteering one’s life for the protection of others 
is no small sacrifice, and in this way, Mr. 
Smith has been exceptionally selfless. Let us 
all express our gratitude for this fine gen-
tleman. 

f 

HONORING BILL AND KAYE 
WHITEHEAD 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Bill and Kaye White-
head for their contribution to our state and 
their community. 

The Whiteheads have spent their lives serv-
ing the Delaware County community. They are 
full-time farmers but Bill and Kaye spend 
much of their time serving their community in 
numerous capacities. Their embodiment of 
‘‘Hoosier hospitality’’ has truly made a dif-
ference in Delaware County and our state is 
better off today because of their extraordinary 
leadership and service. 

On a personal note, I’ve known the 
Whiteheads for 18 years. Jennifer and I cher-
ish their friendship. Bill, like me, overachieved 
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in marriage. The Whiteheads were also 
among my earliest and most vocal supporters. 

I am forever grateful to Bill and Kaye for 
their friendship and support of my work in 
Congress. I wish them continued success in 
all that God has planned for their family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JAQUELINE 
DOUGLAS, AKA ‘‘WACKY JACKY’’ 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise along with 
my colleagues, MIKE THOMPSON and JARED 
HUFFMAN, to honor an American icon, a 
woman who is one of a kind on the water and 
on land. Jaqueline Douglas, better known as 
Wacky Jacky, has been taking people fishing 
for almost half a century. There is nothing that 
makes her happier than a happy angler walk-
ing off her sportfishing charter boat, the 
Wacky Jacky, with two big, bright king salmon 
after a day on the open ocean. Fishing and 
people are her life. 

Jacky was born Jaqueline Detsch on Octo-
ber 3, 1928 in San Francisco. Do the math 
and you’ll realize just one of the reasons that 
makes her special: at age 90, she is still the 
captain of her boat. Retirement is something 
she thinks about occasionally, but as she told 
San Francisco Chronicle reporter Tom 
Stienstra at the beginning of this year’s salm-
on season, ‘‘If I can’t run my boat, you might 
as well hang me out to dry.’’ 

Jacky attended Lincoln High School and 
studied journalism. Fresh out of high school in 
1946, she started to work for a brand-new or-
ganization, the San Francisco 49ers. She was 
the Queen of the 49ers during its inaugural 
season under general manager Lou Spadia. 
After that season, Jacky began a modeling ca-
reer with Alice of California, a San Francisco 
women’s designer. Work had to take a tem-
porary backseat when she met and married 
George James Douglas XVII at age 19. They 
soon had four daughters, Diana, Johanna, Lu-
cinda and Roni, and Jacky focused on being 
a devoted mother and wife. In the mid 50s, it 
was George who kindled Jacky’s passion for 
fishing. She joined him for one of his many 
trips on a party boat and thought to herself, 
‘‘Gee, this is pretty neat; I wonder how we can 
get our own boat.’’ In 1960, they scraped to-
gether enough money to buy a 28-foot double 
ender in Monterey which was christened the 
first Wacky Jacky and berthed in a backrow 
slip at Fisherman’s Wharf. 

By now, Jacky was thoroughly hooked on 
fishing. She decided to become a sportfishing 
charter boat captain—to the shock of the in-
structors at the Dovi Navigation School. There 
simply weren’t any female captains, but in 
1972 she became the first one. License in 
hand, she purchased a 36-foot boat from her 
friend Albie Spadaro, the second Wacky 
Jacky. To this day, she is the only woman 
skipper in the San Francisco Bay Area fleet. 
Her third and current Wacky Jacky is a pris-
tine 50-foot Delta she bought in 1976 which is 
berthed in the number one slot at Jones and 
Jefferson streets at Fisherman’s Wharf. 

Making it in this male-dominated world 
wasn’t easy. The petite, 5-foot Captain Jacky 
Douglas endured plenty of contempt, ridicule, 

and cat calls in the beginning of her career, 
but as time passed, she won people over with 
her skills, perseverance, warmth and humor. 
She has taken over 150,000 people fishing 
and they usually return with fishing limits and 
great stories to tell. She loves to share what 
she calls Wacky Jacky’s World. ‘‘The atmos-
phere is so heavenly. You just completely 
don’t even think about what’s going on in the 
rest of the world. You are out here trying to 
catch a fish, enjoy the people. It’s a wonderful, 
wonderful world.’’ 

Her skills, advocacy and boundless energy 
have earned her a long list of awards and 
nicknames. She was inducted into the Cali-
fornia Outdoors Hall of Fame in 2013 for her 
outstanding work as a salmon boat skipper, 
naturalist and conservationist. It is worth point-
ing out that she received a record 40 out of, 
41 votes. She has been called the First Lady 
of Salmon Fishing, and California’s No. 1 
goodwill ambassador and advocate for salm-
on, fisheries conservation and water issues. 
She has represented the Golden Gate Fisher-
man’s Association at state and federal hear-
ings. And she is the public face of salmon 
fishing having appeared in hundreds of tele-
vision, radio and print stories. 

In 2008, Jacky lost her husband George to 
cancer. It was only recently that she found 
new romance which was tragically cut short. 
Last year, she and long-time family friend and 
fellow skipper Roger Thomas became a cou-
ple. The two resembled a teenage couple 
head over heels in love. Roger worshipped 
Jacky. In a horrible twist of fate, Roger was di-
agnosed with terminal cancer, given just 
weeks to live. Jacky took care of Roger for six 
months, making his remaining time the best 
anyone could make it. Those who knew Roger 
had never seen him that happy. 

I have known Jacky Douglas for eight years 
and believe that making other people happy is 
her foremost priority in life. For every holiday, 
I receive a box of sweets and her famous ori-
gami fish in Valentines, Easter, Christmas, or 
whatever occasion colors with a heartwarming 
note sending me ‘‘Best Fishes.’’ Jacky Doug-
las has a heart of gold. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to celebrate the 90th 
birthday of a remarkable woman with a heart-
felt ‘‘woohoo,’’ one of her favorite expressions 
of joy, excitement and happiness. May Cap-
tain Jacky Douglas, the extraordinary huntress 
of the sea, continue to bring joy to everyone 
around her for years to come. 

f 

HONORING KELLY HARPER 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing Kelly Harper, who was just 
named the District of Columbia’s 2019 Teach-
er of the Year. 

Ms. Harper is a third-grade teacher at 
Amidon-Bowen Elementary School in the Dis-
trict and a native Washingtonian. She has 
been teaching for seven years. Because of 
her talent, she also trains other D.C. teachers, 
and she serves on Amidon-Bowen’s Flamboy-
ant Foundation Family Engagement Leader-
ship Team. 

Ms. Harper believes that her teaching em-
powers her students, helping them become vi-
sionary leaders for the future who will fight for 
positive social change. 

Ms. Harper’s award, which is given annually 
to a D.C. public school teacher who dem-
onstrates outstanding leadership and commit-
ment to student achievement, also includes a 
well-deserved $7,500 prize and $1,500 to sup-
port travel to national conferences. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing Kelly Harper 
for her achievement as the District of Colum-
bia’s 2019 Teacher of the Year and for her 
outstanding work with students in the District 
of Columbia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF DAVID TYLER 
CARLETON 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of David Tyler Carleton, a resident 
of Bourne, Massachusetts, who will turn 100 
years young on November 27th. 

Mr. Carleton has been lucky enough to call 
Massachusetts his home for much of his life. 
Born in East Bridgewater, David graduated 
from Mount Hermon Prep School and then at-
tended college at Syracuse University. Feeling 
a call to serve his country, he left Syracuse to 
enlist in the Air Force during World War II. 
The tenets of brotherhood and service, two 
values engrained in him during his military ex-
perience, have had a profound effect on Da-
vid’s life. 

After leaving the service, David met and 
married Marjorie Neville, and they lived in 
Brockton, Massachusetts for 55 years. While 
in Brockton, they volunteered at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital for 35 years where 
David never missed assisting during Sunday 
chapel services. The importance of brother-
hood has never left David, and his fellow Ma-
sons at the Paul Revere Lodge of Free-
masons in Brockton can attest to his over 60 
years of activity in that community. 

He has passed his commitment to service 
on to the next generations as well. David is fa-
ther to one son, grandfather to two, and great- 
grandfather to four! 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor David 
Tyler Carleton on this joyous occasion of his 
100th birthday. I ask that my colleagues join 
me in wishing him many more years of health 
and happiness. 

f 

HONORING DR. DAVID WELSH 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Dr. David Welsh for 
his contribution to our state and his commu-
nity. 

This year, Dr. Welsh was honored for Excel-
lence in State Advocacy for his lifelong com-
mitment to advocating on behalf of patients in 
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Indiana and his encouragement of other sur-
geons to engage in advocacy. Our state is 
better off today because of his extraordinary 
leadership and service. 

On a personal note, the Doc is among my 
closest friends in politics and was one of my 
earliest and most vocal supporters. I want to 
thank him for his friendship and incredible 
support of my work in Congress. I wish him 
continued success in all that God has planned 
for him and his family. 

f 

HONORING THE 100 YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE AKRON BRASS 
COMPANY 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the Akron Brass Company, an orga-
nization formed on December 26, 1918 to 
produce couplings for the rubber lined fire 
hose market. Starting in Akron, Ohio, it relo-
cated to Wooster, Ohio in 1920 and by the 
mid 1920’s expanded its product offering to in-
clude not only hose couplings and mill sup-
plies, but fire department equipment as well. 

Over the past 100 years, the Akron Brass 
Company has enjoyed a long and storied jour-
ney of quality, service, and growth. Their pri-
ority has been developing products you trust 
to protect property and lives. The company 
has patented hundreds of products over the 
years and employed generations of hard work-
ing employees, with strong values, dedicated 
to meeting the needs of the fire service. 
Today, Akron Brass is a customer-driven, 
global manufacturer of fire fighting and emer-
gency response equipment committed to mov-
ing the fire industry forward. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor to recognize an organization that 
has and continues to develop innovations that 
increase job safety and efficiency. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. BRAD 
GEHRING’S THIRTY-FIVE YEARS 
OF SERVICE IN LAW ENFORCE-
MENT 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Brad Gehring’s thirty-five 
years of service in law enforcement, including 
twenty-eight years as Outagamie County 
Sheriff and the successful legacy he leaves as 
Outagamie County’s top law enforcement offi-
cer. Sheriff Gehring’s outstanding career con-
sists of many professional accomplishments 
that reflect the caliber of his leadership and 
service. 

Sheriff Gehring began working for the 
Outagamie County Sheriff’s Department in 
1983 as a corrections officer. His work ethic 
and diligence advanced him from corrections 
officer to deputy to investigator. In 1990 he 
was elected Outagamie County Sheriff, just 
seven years after beginning his career, a true 
testament to his leadership abilities. From cor-
rections officer to Sheriff, Mr. Gehring has 

earned the respect of his peers and commu-
nity not only in Outagamie County, but across 
the entire state of Wisconsin. It isn’t often that 
a law enforcement officer serves the same 
county for nearly four decades. 

During Sheriff Gehring’s tenure, the county 
experienced incredible growth and improve-
ments, including the construction of the 
Outagamie County Justice Center. Sheriff 
Gehring provided steadfast and unfailing lead-
ership during times of change, while sup-
porting his department and protecting our 
communities. 

Mr. Gehring leaves large shoes to fill in the 
Sheriff’s office, and his legacy and impact will 
not soon be forgotten. There is no doubt that 
Sheriff Gehring will be missed by the officers 
who worked and served with him, the county 
officials who depended upon him, and the 
members of the communities he helped keep 
safe. As Sheriff Gehring steps down to pursue 
other interests, I have no doubt he will con-
tinue to serve as a leader in Outagamie Coun-
ty and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all members of this 
body to join me in commending Mr. Gehring 
for his service as Sheriff and thank him for his 
long career protecting the great state of Wis-
consin. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BETHLEHEM BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. DAVE BRAT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to join the 
Midlothian community in celebration of the 
100th anniversary of Bethlehem Baptist 
Church. Founded in 1918, Bethlehem Baptist 
Church remains a pillar in the area and a bea-
con of light throughout the community in 
Midlothian, Virginia. Since its inception, Beth-
lehem Baptist Church has encouraged and 
empowered individuals with their message of 
hope, while encouraging the pursuit of oppor-
tunity through spiritual growth, education, eco-
nomic empowerment and development. 

On behalf of the Seventh Congressional 
District of Virginia, I want to extend my con-
gratulations to the church, the congregation, 
and the surrounding community for preserving 
one hundred years of faith and tradition. 

f 

HONORING BARB HACKMAN 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Barb Hackman for her 
contribution to our state and Bartholomew 
County. 

As Chair of the Bartholomew County Re-
publican Party, Barb has given countless 
hours toward advancing our shared conserv-
ative principles. Barb’s positive spirit and quick 
smile have made an incredible difference in 
Columbus. Our state is better off today be-
cause of her extraordinary leadership and 
service. 

On a personal note, Barb is among my clos-
est friends in politics. She is a loyal friend and 
a wise adviser. I want to thank Barb for her in-
credible support of my work in Congress. And, 
I wish her continued success in all that God 
has planned for her family. 

f 

HONORING JOHN TAYLOR, JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mr. John Taylor, Jr. 
for his outstanding service to the City of Jack-
son. 

Mr. John Taylor, Jr., is a native of Jackson, 
Mississippi. He was raised and nurtured in a 
Christian home by his parents, John and 
Letha Taylor. 

Taylor accepted his call to the ministry at 16 
years of age at New Ebenezer Missionary 
Baptist Church in Jackson and has continued 
spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ 
through his ministry ever since. 

In the year of 2001, Taylor graduated from 
Lanier High School and later studied business 
administration at Belhaven University from 
2007 to 2010. 

He is the founder of many initiatives in the 
Jackson Metro Area: The Frank E. Melton 
Senior Citizens Thanksgiving Dinner, which 
caters to over 200 senior citizens annually; the 
John Jr. Gospel Ministries; the John Taylor- 
Wood Street Christmas Toy Give Away; and 
the Annual God Loves You Community Fes-
tival in JC Park. 

Taylor obtained a magnitude of skills after 
training with FEMA’s Emergency Management 
Institute and later assisted individuals on the 
Gulf Coast during Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

He is an exceptional member of the Jack-
son Medical Mall Community Advisory Board. 
Mississippi State’s Department of Health cer-
tified Taylor as an HIV and STD Prevention 
Counselor. 

Taylor is a contributing member of the fol-
lowing organizations: King Hiram Grand 
Lodge; First Baptist Church of Jackson, Mis-
sissippi; Police Benevolent Association, Inc.; 
and the Lanier High School National Alumni 
Association. 

Taylor’s mission has been to assist others 
through community service while simulta-
neously serving as a mentor and role model 
for all those he encounters. The love of his 
life, Sherwana Taylor, has been of major sup-
port throughout all his endeavors. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. John Taylor, Jr. for his 
years of dedicated leadership and 
servanthood to the Jackson community. 

f 

CONGRATULATING HÉLÈNE 
ONSERUD 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to congratulate Hélène Onserud for her un-
wavering commitment to the children, teens, 
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and families of Sunset Park, Brooklyn and her 
impeccable work at the Center for Family Life 
over the last 33 years. 

Center for Family Life, a program of SCO 
Family of Services, is a neighborhood-based 
family and social services organization with 
deep roots in Sunset Park, Brooklyn. As Pro-
gram Director, Hélène has helped to enrich 
the quality of afterschool, evening, and sum-
mer programs reaching more than 2,000 Sun-
set Park community members every single 
year. 

Hélène is a true example of an extraor-
dinary community leader. Hélène started as an 
art specialist, and through her hard work and 
tireless dedication, attained her Master’s De-
gree in Social Work, then arose to become 
multi-site director at the Center for Family Life 
in Sunset Park. 

As multi-site director, Hélène laid the foun-
dation for the new leaders at Public School 
503 and Public School 506. Even as she 
steps back from her role, Hélène’s warmth, 
spirit and contributions will be impactful for 
years to come. Mr. Speaker, please join me in 
saluting Hélène Onserud for decades of life 
changing work. 

f 

LINDSAY ADAMS 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Lindsay Adams for being nominated as a 
finalist for the Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation’s 2019 Teacher of the Year Award. 

Ms. Adams teaches chemistry, physics, fo-
rensic, and unified sciences at Gallatin County 
High School. Last year, Ms. Adams made a 
documentary about the total solar eclipse that 
she and her students tracked as it passed 
over North America, for which she was nomi-
nated for a Mid-America Emmy. Her willing-
ness to engage her students exemplifies the 
qualities of an excellent teacher. 

As a former teacher, I understand the im-
portant role that teachers play in our commu-
nity. I am confident that, with educators such 
as Ms. Adams, our youth are in good hands. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to applaud Ms. Adams’ 
well-deserved nomination for the Illinois State 
Board of Education’s 2019 Teacher of the 
Year Award and wish her and her students the 
best in their future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING VICTOR WHITEHEAD 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on 
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District 
of Indiana, to recognize Victor Whitehead for 
his contribution to Delaware County, and our 
state. 

Victor is a hard worker and a great advo-
cate as County Chair in Delaware County. 
Over the years, he has worked tirelessly to 
advance Republican values and to improve 
the quality of life for Hoosiers living in the City 
of Muncie. It has been an honor to work with 

him. Our state and Delaware County is better 
off today because of his extraordinary leader-
ship and service. 

On a personal note, Victor has been a loyal 
friend and wise adviser during my entire ten-
ure in Congress. I would like to thank him for 
his friendship and support of my work. I wish 
him continued success in all that God has 
planned for him and his family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DALLAS CHAPTER 
OF THE GIRL FRIENDS, INCOR-
PORATED 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in celebration of the 
35th anniversary of the Dallas Chapter of the 
Girl Friends, Incorporated. On September 12, 
1975, I invited a few close friends with similar 
ideas and dreams to my home to discuss how 
we could make an impact on the Dallas com-
munity. 

As we began to meet and brainstorm, the 
St. Louis Chapter of Girl Friends took us 
under their wing and encouraged us to create 
our own chapter. 

The Charter members of the Dallas Chapter 
of the Girl Friends include Velma Bedford, 
Dorothy Chambers, Jennifer Clark, Doloroes 
Craig, Earlene Deere, Roslyn Fitch, Joan 
Sessoms Ford, Veronica Marshall Frazier, 
Honorable EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, Marvinell 
Johnson, Cheryl Malone, Dr. Vivienne Malone 
Mayes, Millie Montgomery, Hazel Moore, Faye 
Powell, Sandra Sutton, Mary Lois Sweatt, 
Marye Thomas, Mildred W. Thomas, and 
Marquerite Williams. 

The chapter upholds the ideal that edu-
cation is important and since its inception, has 
regularly supported female college students 
with scholarship funds that can be used for 
books, transportation and other personal 
needs. Our most recent scholarship recipient, 
and HBCU student, was also awarded an aca-
demic scholarship from The Girl Friends Fund, 
Inc. 

The chapter has supported the NAACP 
project, Black Arts and History, African Amer-
ican Museum, Black Dallas Remembered, 
YWCA, Aging for Black Women’s Conference 
Politics and Health Symposiums, Austin Street 
Shelter Ministries, Vogel Alcove, The Family 
Place, Letot Girl’s Residential Center, The 
Agape Clinic, The Dallas Life Foundation and 
West Dallas Community Center. 

As I reflect on the great milestones and 
paths that The Girl Friends have created with-
in the past thirty-five years, I am honored and 
proud of all we have accomplished and the 
positive impact it has had on our community. 
It is with great admiration that I congratulate 
The Dallas Chapter of the Girl Friends on 
achieving this wonderful milestone, and wish 
them the best on all future endeavors. 

TRIBUTE TO ALESSIO ‘‘AL’’ GIZZI 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Alessio ‘‘Al’’ Gizzi. Al passed 
away on November 25 from natural causes at 
the age of 97. 

Born in Waterbury, Connecticut, Al lived 
nearly his entire life in Connecticut. As a part 
of the ‘‘Greatest Generation’’, he enlisted in 
the Marine Corps and fought during World 
War Two. Eventually rising to the rank of Ser-
geant, he saw action in the Pacific, and 
served until the war’s end. 

After his discharge, Al moved back to the 
Hartford, Connecticut area, joining the Team-
sters Union and working as a deliveryman and 
route salesman for Mother’s Pies and later for 
Table Talk Pies. He retired in 1983, but never 
one to enjoy the idleness of retirement, he re-
joined the workforce and spent seven years at 
the Cigna Insurance Company in Bloomfield. 

It was after his discharge that he married 
Roslyn Ann Guglielmetti, his wife of sixty-nine 
years. They were together until her death in 
2014. They had one son, John. Al also leaves 
behind a sister, Mary, two nieces, a nephew, 
and two grand-nephews. 

I knew Al through his son John. John, cur-
rently the White House reporter for Newsmax, 
is a master of politics, wit, and wisdom. He is 
a friend and quite literally my mentor. My first 
paid job in Washington, D.C. was that of his 
intern at the Human Events newspaper. John 
has been a fixture at White House press con-
ferences and events, and is respected by ev-
eryone who has worked with him. I know Al 
counts John as one of his life’s best accom-
plishments. 

John’s incredible strength will get him 
through this difficult time, and I ask everyone 
to keep John and his family in your thoughts 
and prayers. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COM-
MANDER VICTORIA MARUM’S 11 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO HER 
COUNTRY AND HER HONORABLE 
RETIREMENT FROM THE UNITED 
STATES NAVY 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Lieuten-
ant Commander Victoria Marum on her sepa-
ration from the United States Navy after 11 
years of faithful service to our country. 

An esteemed member of the United States 
Navy, Lieutenant Commander Marum most re-
cently served as a Liaison in the Navy’s U.S. 
House of Representatives Liaison Office. In 
this capacity, she oversaw and led countless 
Congressional and staff delegations to naval 
installations throughout the United States and 
the world. These trips greatly helped members 
and their staffs achieve a greater under-
standing of the issues facing our Navy and its 
Sailors from all over the world. 

I was so grateful for Lieutenant Commander 
Marum’s guidance during delegations that I 
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led abroad, as she always handled stressful 
situations and difficult individuals with poise, 
humor, and resourcefulness. The talent she 
exhibited on Capitol Hill will serve her well on 
every path she finds herself in the future. 

LCDR Marum attended the University of 
Florida and was commissioned as an Ensign 
in the United States Navy in 2007. She would 
later go on to earn her ‘‘wings of gold’’ and 
qualify as a Naval Aviator in 2009. Following 
her winging, LCDR Marum reported to Heli-
copter Maritime Strike Squadron 70 where she 
served from 2010 to 2013. LCDR Marum’s 
awards and decorations include the Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal and other 
personal, campaign, and service ribbons. 

As LCDR Marum embarks on a new chapter 
in life, it is my hope that she may recall, with 
a deep sense of pride and accomplishment, 
the outstanding contributions she has made to 
the United States Navy, Congress, and our 
great nation. 

I wish her the very best and continued suc-
cess in her future endeavors. 

f 

COMMENDING MATTHEW PARIS 
FOR WINNING THE CONGRES-
SIONAL APP CHALLENGE 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
mend and congratulate Matthew Paris, a stu-
dent at Eaton High School, for winning the 
Congressional App Challenge in Colorado’s 
4th Congressional District. 

His app, ‘‘Home Safe,’’ helps users stay 
safe by offering a way out of problematic situ-
ations. I’m thankful for his desire to build an 
app that serves our community by improving 
public safety. 

Matthew’s investment in Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) skills 
will pay off not only for his own future but for 
the future of our nation as well. Tomorrow’s 

innovators and problem-solvers will be the stu-
dents of today who are investing in the skill 
sets of the future. 

I congratulate Matthew again and wish him 
the best as he continues his education. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN WESLEY 
LAINHART IV 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and service of John Wesley 
Lainhart IV, the first Inspector General of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, who died 
Tuesday, September 25, 2018. Mr. Lainhart 
was appointed as the Inspector General on 
November 14, 1993, and was reappointed for 
the One Hundred Fourth Congress and the 
One Hundred Fifth Congress. Jointly ap-
pointed by the Speaker, Majority Leader, and 
Minority Leader, Mr. Lainhart was responsible 
for conducting periodic audits of the financial 
and administrative functions of the House. He 
retired from Federal service on April 1, 1999. 

John is remembered for his commitment to 
excellence in serving the House of Represent-
atives. Among his many accomplishments, 
John’s leadership was instrumental in over-
seeing the first comprehensive financial audit 
of the House. His generosity in sharing knowl-
edge and expertise with others and dedication 
to this institution continue to inspire many 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
life and memory of John Wesley Lainhart IV. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NANCY BENNETT 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Nancy Bennett, who recently passed 

away. Nancy was a beloved member of the 
Hendricks County, Indiana community. Nancy 
loved music and dedicated her life to teaching. 
She taught for 38 years, filling the lives of 
thousands of students with a love and passion 
for music. 

Nancy taught English and music for the An-
derson Public School System, she also taught 
at Indianapolis Public School, and at Ben 
Davis High School in Indianapolis. Nancy fin-
ished her teaching career at Brentwood Ele-
mentary School, in Plainfield, Indiana, teach-
ing music to Kindergarten through 6th Grade 
students. 

Nancy was very involved at the Plainfield 
Christian Church where she directed both the 
Choir and the Hand Bell Choir for eight years. 
She also shared her passion for music with 
the community by leading the Hendricks 
Country Chapter of the Purdue Women’s Glee 
Club. 

More than music, Nancy loved her family. 
While attending Anderson College to receive 
her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Music Edu-
cation, she met her husband, Alfred. They 
were married for sixty-one amazing years, and 
had four incredible children, Wesley, Lisa, 
Doug, and Beckie. Nancy was an amazing 
grandmother and great-grandmother to her ten 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 

On a personal level, I knew Nancy for many 
years. Nancy was always the person who 
waited for me in the back of the room after I 
finished speaking. On the way out, she would 
always give me her thoughts, feedback, and 
motherly scolding if I needed it! She did the 
same for many. Her husband Al, another long-
time friend of mine, was always with her. He 
will have the most difficult time with all of this. 
I ask the Hendricks County community to 
come around Al, their son and friend of mine 
Wes Bennett, and the whole Bennett family at 
this time. 
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