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BORDER SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, in the
coming days, this House will debate
the importance of securing our border
with Mexico. This should not be a con-
troversial debate. Every nation has the
right to secure its borders. There are,
indeed, differences among nations from
the type of government to the freedoms
and liberties a country’s people enjoy,
and borders define where these begin
and end.

Borders also allow countries to deter-
mine who and, as important, what is
allowed to enter into respective na-
tions. It is this latter point, Mr. Speak-
er, given the historical context in
which the United States and Mexico
find themselves, that impels not only
the United States but also Mexico to
ensure that we have a secure border.
There are certain products, namely
dangerous narcotics, being made in and
shipped through Mexico that we do not
want in the United States, and there
are items such as illicit cash from drug
sales that Mexico does not want im-
ported from the United States.

Yes, we are concerned about knowing
the identity of individuals coming into
our country, and we need to be vetting
each individual seeking admission to
the United States. But it is the illicit
drug trade, which is responsible for
taking tens of thousands of lives on
both sides of the border, that makes
beyond urgent the securing of the U.S.-
Mexico border.

Ninety percent of the heroin used in
our country comes from Mexico.
Fentanyl, methamphetamines, cocaine,
and marijuana also flow across the bor-
der in staggering amounts.

These poisons destroy lives and re-
sult in billions of dollars of illicit cash
flowing to transnational criminal orga-
nizations on the Mexican side of the
border. These organizations are de-
scribed best in one word: evil.

Over the last decade, Mexican drug
cartels have been responsible for
deaths of thousands of Mexicans, and
their exports have killed thousands of
Americans. Mexico prosecutes rel-
atively few of the murders that occur
on its soil.

The cartels kill with impunity. They
kill Catholic priests. They kill journal-
ists. They kill students. They kill poli-
ticians. They have killed U.S. agents.
And they kill each other. The rule of
law has been replaced in many Mexican
states with the law of violence, re-
venge, and brutal force.

Headlines over the past 2 years tell
the story: National Catholic Register,
May 22, 2018: “Why Is Mexico the Dead-
liest Place to Be a Priest?”’

The New York Times, December 21,
2017: ‘“Most Lethal to Journalists: 1.
War Zones 2. Mexico.”

CNN, July 2, 2018: ‘‘Mexico goes to
the polls . . . 132 politicians have been
killed since campaigning began.”
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The Wall Street Journal, November
14, 2018: ““ ‘It’s a Crisis of Civilization in
Mexico.’ 250,000 Dead. 37,400 Missing.”’

Progress against the cartels has been
too slow, but there have been some en-
couraging developments. The trial of
the alleged head of the Sinaloa cartel,
Joaquin ‘“El Chapo’” Guzman, is under-
way in New York. Within the last
month, the Department of Justice in-
dicted individuals affiliated with the
Jalisco Nueva Generacion cartel, but
those individuals remain at large.

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration also recently announced it was
joining with State and local officials in
Chicago specifically to go after Mexi-
can cartels, which have played a role in
the violence that plagues that commu-
nity, a community that is 1,500 miles
from the border.

In announcing the action, the DEA
said: ‘““There is no single entity or solu-
tion that can stop the flow of dan-
gerous illicit drugs like heroin and
fentanyl into Chicago or to keep them
from harming the citizens of this great
city. . . . To be clear, these drugs are
being produced, manufactured, and
trafficked by various Mexican cartels
to numerous parts of the United States
and elsewhere in the world.”

Yes, Mr. Speaker, the border issue
does not just affect California, Arizona,
New Mexico, and Texas. It affects the
entire Nation, including my district in
western Pennsylvania.

Our two countries have not done
enough to combat the epidemic of
drugs and violence. It is an epidemic
that has left mothers, fathers, broth-
ers, and sisters on both sides of the bor-
der steeped in grief.

There is no single solution to this
evil. But one tool is available, and that
is the force of our will. It is an act of
the will to stop the transfer of drugs
northbound into the United States and
the transfer of illicit cash southbound
into Mexico.

A secure border is a necessary pre-
requisite to this end. That secure bor-
der requires not only, where appro-
priate, physical barriers. It also re-
quires significantly increased capacity
for inspecting vehicles traveling be-
tween the United States and Mexico at
our ports of entry.

More inspection lanes, more equip-
ment, and more personnel were pre-
scribed in the Securing America’s Fu-
ture Act. If we are serious about secur-
ing the border, that bill should accom-
pany any appropriations language we
pass this month.

As the 115th Congress draws to a
close, let us take one more vital step to
ending the drug crisis and bring peace
to Mexico and communities across the
United States.

Mr. Speaker, let’s secure our border.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.
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Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 18
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WILLIAMS) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Gracious God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

You have blessed us with all good
gifts, and this past week, with thankful
hearts, we gathered with family and
loved ones throughout this great land
to celebrate our blessings together.

Bless the newly elected Members of
the 116th Congress who resume their
orientation on Capitol Hill. Give them
calm and confidence as they prepare
for a new role as servants of our Na-
tion’s citizens.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House who have been entrusted with
the privilege to serve our Nation and
all Americans in their need. Grant
them to work together in respect and
affection, faithful in the responsibil-
ities they have been given.

As the end of the 115th Congress ap-
proaches, bestow upon them the gifts
of wisdom and discernment, that in
their actions, they will do justice, love
with mercy, and walk humbly with
You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from TUtah (Mr. CURTIS)
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come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CURTIS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
AIKEN SCHOLARS ACADEMY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am grateful for the recent
opening of the Aiken Scholars Acad-
emy, an academic school of excellence
that offers students an engaging edu-
cational experience. It is the result of a
partnership between the University of
South Carolina Aiken and Aiken Coun-
ty Public School District.

Aiken Scholars Academy, led by
Principal Martha Messick, is one of
only 1,500 schools worldwide to imple-
ment the Advanced Placement Cap-
stone diploma program. This is an in-
novative program that provides stu-
dents the opportunity to develop skills
for college success, including research,
collaboration, and communication.

The curriculum was developed with
feedback from higher education faculty
and college admission officers. At the
Aiken Scholars Academy, teachers
have the flexibility to cover local, re-
gional, national, and global topics rel-
evant to their students, with a wide va-
riety of themes. This provides for effec-
tive collaboration and innovation wel-
comed by Chancellor Sandra Jordan.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

——————

TEXAS RANGERS: ONE RIOT, ONE
RANGER

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, they
have been the focus of legend and lore,
portrayed on radio shows and the silver
screen.

It was this month, in 1835, the new
Republic of Texas officially created a
law enforcement force of three compa-
nies, 56 men each, known as the Texas
Rangers. The Rangers wear a star made
out of a Mexican cinco pesos coin on
their western dress, with, of course, the
ubiquitous cowboy hat.

Captain Bill McDonald said it best:
““No man in the wrong can stand up
against a fellow that’s in the right and
keeps on a-comin’.”

They are the oldest law enforcement
agency in North America with state-
wide jurisdiction. These Texas lawmen
have always had a certain swagger and
a certain awe about them.

Legendary Ranger ‘“RIP,” rest in
peace, Ford said this: “They did right
because it was right.”
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And when the Dallas mayor needed
to call in the big guns to prevent an il-
legal prizefight, Captain McDonald an-
swered the call. As the story is told,
the mayor asked: ‘““Where are the other
rangers?”’

McDonald replied: ‘Hell, ain’t I
enough? There’s only one prizefight.”

Texas Rangers: One riot, one ranger.

And that is just the way it is.

—————

MIRACLE MOUNTAIN

(Mr. CURTIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, in Utah,
wildfires are disastrous events that
don’t just cause property damage. They
can substantially disrupt the lives of
families and have, unfortunately, be-
come far too common in the West.

Last month, Mayor Ellis of Elk Ridge
reached out to me with a remarkable
story from his community. In Sep-
tember, the Bald Mountain fire threat-
ened Elk Ridge, nearly claiming count-
less homes. However, instead of burn-
ing into the sea, the fire suddenly halt-
ed, stayed behind the mountain, and
spared the community.

Mayor Ellis told me that after this
remarkable event, many locals began
to refer to the peak as ‘“Miracle Moun-
tain.”” He then asked if we could com-
memorate this event by naming the
mountain, and I happily took up the
task.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to sponsor
legislation, the Miracle Mountain Des-
ignation Act, supported by the entire
Utah House delegation and Governor
Herbert to name this mountain ‘‘Mir-
acle Mountain.”

Mr. Speaker, I hope this bill, once
passed, will memorialize an event of
great significance in this community.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:10 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BYRNE) at 4 o’clock and
10 minutes p.m.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Mariel
Ridgway, one of his secretaries.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
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will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

WOMEN IN AEROSPACE
EDUCATION ACT

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and concur
in the Senate amendment to the bill
(H.R. 4254) to amend the National
Science Foundation Authorization Act
of 2002 to strengthen the aerospace
workforce pipeline by the promotion of
Robert Noyce Teacher Scholarship Pro-
gram and National Aeronautics and
Space Administration internship and
fellowship opportunities to women, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ““Women in Aero-
space Education Act’.

SEC. 2. ROBERT NOYCE TEACHER SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNI-
TIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The National Science Foun-
dation Authorization Act of 2002 (Public Law
107-368; 42 U.S.C. 1862n et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 10(a)(3)(A)(iv), by inserting ,
including research experiences at national lab-
oratories and NASA centers’” before the semi-
colon; and

(2) in section 10A(c)(4)—

(4) in subparagraph (A), by striking “‘and’ at
the end;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting “‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(C) providing internship opportunities for
fellows, including research experiences at na-
tional laboratories and NASA Centers.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to
grants awarded on or after October 1, 2018.

SEC. 3. NASA INTERNSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP OP-
PORTUNITIES.

Not later than October 1, 2018, the Adminis-
trator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (in this section referred to as
“NASA’’) shall institute a process to encourage
the recruitment of qualified candidates who are
women or individuals who are underrepresented
in the fields of science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM) and computer science
for internships and fellowships at NASA with
relevance to the aerospace sector and related
fields.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. VEASEY) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SMITH).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4254,
the bill now under consideration.
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