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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

Minister La’Shawn Worrell, New 
Psalmist Baptist Church, Baltimore, 
Maryland, offered the following prayer: 

All wise and Eternal God to whom 
our desires are known before we may 
ask, may we ask only what accords 
with Your will. 

Incline Your ear, Almighty God, and 
grant us the wisdom to make forward- 
moving decisions without compro-
mising Your integrity. Grant us the 
discerning insight to maintain our fin-
ger on the pulse of justice and the 
power of restraint, that we may uphold 
our liberty in accordance with Your 
gracious will. 

God, we ask that You send Your 
grace and peace across the aisle and 
unite the voices of these great leaders 
of our Nation that we may stand on the 
promises that rest in our Constitution. 

Almighty God, you have promised to 
hear what we ask in the name of Your 
Son. Accept and fulfill our petitions, 
hear the prayers of Your people; and we 
proclaim it done in the incomparable 
name, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. CRAWFORD) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CRAWFORD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
THOSE KILLED OR WOUNDED IN 
SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks that 
the House now observe a moment of si-
lence in honor of those who have been 
killed or wounded in service to our 
country and all of those who serve and 
their families. 

f 

WELCOMING MINISTER LA’SHAWN 
WORRELL 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
CUMMINGS) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

to welcome Minister La’Shawn Worrell 
as our guest chaplain here at the 
United States House of Representa-
tives. 

Minister Worrell has demonstrated 
leadership in Baltimore and through-
out the Seventh Congressional District 
of Maryland. She has served as an asso-
ciate minister of my church, the New 
Psalmist Baptist Church in Baltimore, 
since 2007. 

During her time at New Psalmist 
Baptist Church, Minister Worrell re-
ceived her bachelor of science degree in 
religious studies from Notre Dame of 
Maryland University in May 2017 and 
completed the Baltimore City Police 
Department chaplaincy program in 
May of this year. 

It is clear to me that, considering 
Minister Worrell’s drive and extensive 
contributions to our district, she is 
just getting started. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in thanking Minister Worrell 
for her leadership and for her wonder-
ful prayer. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JOHNSON of Ohio). The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1- 
minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
JUANA AURORA MEDINA 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the life of Juana 
Aurora Medina, a lifelong resident of 
the city of Hialeah in south Florida. 

Like me, Juana was born in Cuba but 
was forced to flee the island under the 
brutal Castro dictatorship. Juana ar-
rived to this land of freedom and oppor-
tunity along with her husband, a polit-
ical prisoner, and their small children. 

In the U.S., she worked in the gar-
ment district to provide for her family 
and to make education available for 
her children. 

As a religious woman, Juana found 
her passion for helping others. After 
experiencing the plight of families and 
individuals affected by alcohol and 
drug addiction, she founded, with sev-
eral others, various nonprofits, includ-
ing Ministerio Catolico Nuevo 
Caminar, to address these issues head- 
on. 

Recently, the city of Hialeah recog-
nized her legacy by designating a city 
street to be named in her honor. We 
thank Juana for her service and for her 
love and dedication to our community. 
She is an inspiration to her family and 
to so many individuals she positively 
impacted throughout her life. 

Congratulations to the Medina fam-
ily. 
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RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT TOM 

MORGAN 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, at 
the remarkable age of 98, Lieutenant 
Tom Morgan is retiring as the oldest 
active lawman in the State of Texas 
and probably the United States. Tom 
patrols the rivers, bayous, and lakes of 
Harris County, Texas for the Sheriff’s 
Office. 

Tom first volunteered to serve Amer-
ica in 1942 as a marine in World War II. 
He was in combat and landed on the 
brutal, bloody beaches of Guadalcanal, 
Okinawa, and Saipan in the South Pa-
cific. 

After getting malaria and after 4 
years of war, Tom was reactivated for 
combat in the Korean war. After those 
wars, Tom became a pipeline engineer 
in Houston for 30 years. 

Then, at the age of 72, he was hired 
by the sheriff’s department and became 
the oldest cadet ever to graduate from 
the academy. For 26 years, he has put 
on the badge and the gun to protect 
and serve the people of Texas. 

Houston salutes this marine, engi-
neer, and 98-year-old lawman as a per-
son who is a cut above the rest of us. 

Happy trails, Lieutenant Tom Mor-
gan. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

COUNTERING IRAN’S DANGEROUS 
CONDUCT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, as an opponent of the failed 
Iran deal, I am grateful that President 
Donald Trump and his administration 
remain focused on combating the dan-
gerous conduct of Iran. 

Iran’s aggression has only increased 
with the windfall of newly accessible 
funds from the Iran deal. They have 
used the funding to upgrade missile 
technology, force terrorism worldwide, 
and fuel conflict around the Middle 
East. 

Last week, Treasury Secretary Steve 
Mnuchin announced that Iran had de-
veloped an Iran-Russia network to send 
oil to Syria. This oil is then used to 
fund murderous terrorist organizations 
like Hezbollah and Hamas. Sigal 
Mandelker, the Under Secretary of the 
Treasury for Terrorism and Financial 
Intelligence, explained: ‘‘The Iranian 
regime continues to prioritize spending 
money on fomenting terror over sup-
porting its own people.’’ 

President Trump has made the cor-
rect decision to impose sanctions on in-
dividuals related to this scheme, as he 
continues to fulfill ‘‘promises made, 
promises kept.’’ 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

HONORING WOODY AND LYNDA 
FREEMAN ON 50 YEARS OF MAR-
RIAGE 

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 50th wedding anni-
versary of my good friends Woody and 
Lynda Freeman of Jonesboro, Arkan-
sas, two people who are true examples 
of commitment to the covenant of 
marriage. 

Woody and Lynda met and started 
dating in the small town of Newport, 
Arkansas, when they were in the 
eighth grade. In high school, Woody 
was captain of the football team and 
Lynda was homecoming queen. Woody 
taught Lynda how to drive and could 
always make her laugh—and still does. 

They eventually married in 1968 dur-
ing their senior year at the University 
of Arkansas at Fayetteville. Not long 
after they were married, Woody, an 
Army second lieutenant, was deployed 
to Vietnam, where he was a courier for 
the CIA. He sent Lynda gifts and films 
he took of Vietnam and called when-
ever he could, and whenever he was on 
R&R in Hawaii, Lynda flew to see him. 

Following Woody’s return from Viet-
nam, the family faced hard times. It 
was because of their vow to each other 
before God that they were able to make 
it through their lean years, when 
Lynda pawned her wedding ring as 
Woody worked tirelessly, both doing 
what was needed to raise their chil-
dren. 

As with their marriage, they have 
diligently worked to make their busi-
ness and family prosper. With never- 
yielding prayer, they have succeeded. 

During their 50 years of marriage, 
they have experienced the joy and per-
severance of unconditional love and 
faith in one another. For their commit-
ment to each other, to their family, 
and to God, I invite my colleagues in 
Congress to join me in honoring their 
life together. 

f 

CELEBRATING BOB GRIP ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate Bob Grip on his retirement 
after 33 years at FOX10 News in Mobile, 
Alabama, and an even more impressive 
48 years in journalism. 

Bob has been a mainstay in tele-
vision in southwest Alabama and the 
Florida Panhandle for over three dec-
ades. Through his work at the anchor 
desk, Bob helped create a more in-
formed community. 

Just as impressive is Bob’s contribu-
tion away from the TV station. He has 
dedicated countless hours to numerous 
service organizations and programs, in-
cluding teaching journalism classes 

and hosting high school academic com-
petitions. 

One of my fondest memories with 
Bob was when he tagged along for a 
day of my townhall meetings in rural 
Alabama. At each stop, Bob was the 
highlight. In fact, there is no doubt 
that more people were excited to see 
Bob than their Congressman. It was a 
testament to just how loved and re-
spected Bob Grip is by so many people 
in southwest Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to call Bob 
a friend, and I wish him and his wife, 
Marie, all of the best in their retire-
ment. 

f 

WE NEED AN INDUSTRIAL POLICY 
THAT WORKS 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, during the 
campaign, then-candidate Trump came 
to Warren, Michigan, and promised 
workers: ‘‘You won’t lose one plant, I 
promise you that.’’ 

Well, the President’s promises ring 
hollow. Just this week, General Motors 
announced plans to close five plants, 
including factories in Michigan just 
miles from where President Trump 
made his broken campaign promise. 

These plant closures are symbolic of 
the Trump economy, one that does not 
work for the American worker. It 
works for boardroom executives. It 
works for wealthy shareholders. It 
works for corporations and the people 
at the top. 

I am a Flint, Michigan, kid. General 
Motors was founded in my hometown. 
We know what happens when compa-
nies move their jobs overseas. We used 
to have 80,000 auto jobs in my town— 
now, less than 10,000. These plant clo-
sures have a devastating impact on the 
lives of thousands of people. 

We need an economy that works for 
everyone, and we need a President who 
is willing to work with Democrats and 
Republicans to craft an industrial pol-
icy that puts America to work, that 
stands up for the American worker. 

No more hollow promises. 
f 

PANCREATIC CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, No-
vember is Pancreatic Cancer Aware-
ness Month, and I am pleased to recog-
nize an organization in Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, that works to raise 
awareness and seeks to cure this dis-
ease. 

My constituent Christine Edmonds 
formed A Love for Life based in New-
town, Bucks County, nearly 6 years ago 
in memory of her husband, Kevin Ed-
monds. Kevin died in April 2012 at the 
young age of 51 after a brave battle 
with pancreatic cancer, shortly after 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:21 Nov 29, 2018 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K28NO7.006 H28NOPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9671 November 28, 2018 
his sister Nora died of the very same 
illness. The mission of A Love for Life 
is to ensure that pancreatic cancer re-
search is properly funded. 

Pancreatic cancer is a very, very dev-
astating illness. The average survival 
rate for stage IV pancreatic cancer 
averages around 6 months. A Love for 
Life is looking to change that, 
partnering with the Abramson Cancer 
Center at the University of Pennsyl-
vania to promote advanced research. 

We offer our heartfelt thanks and 
gratitude to A Love for Life and Chris-
tine Edmonds for their work to eradi-
cate pancreatic cancer in our commu-
nity, in our country, and in our world. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of our 
constituents and everyone in our com-
munity to follow her courageous lead 
in standing up for and serving a cause 
bigger than herself. 

f 

b 1215 

RECOGNIZING VERA DULANEY’S 
RETIREMENT 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mrs. Vera 
Dulaney, who, after 36 years of official 
service to her community, will retire 
from her position as Scotts Bluff Coun-
ty clerk and election commissioner. 

Vera is a faithful public servant who 
works to protect the integrity of our 
elections and sets an example for many 
others in her family and community to 
follow. In fact, her daughter, Kathy, is 
the city clerk of our city of Gering. 

For over 30 years, Vera has served as 
a member of the board of directors for 
Oregon Trail Days, which is held each 
year to showcase the history and cul-
ture of western Nebraska. In coopera-
tion with the Boy Scouts of America, 
Vera continues to provide leadership 
for the Ed Dulaney Canoe Derby, which 
is named after her late husband, who 
started it over 45 years ago. 

When she was recently presented the 
Community Volunteer Award for pub-
lic service, Vera said she could think of 
many others who she thought were ac-
tually more deserving of the award. 

Please join me in honoring an incred-
ibly humble, hardworking, and selfless 
advocate of western Nebraska, Mrs. 
Vera Dulaney. 

f 

SCOTT MCLEAN/PATHWAY TO 
FREEDOM 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Scott McLean, the founder 
and executive director of Pathway to 
Freedom, for being awarded the 2018 
Marie Interfaith Civic Leadership 
Award. This award is given annually to 
recognize citizens whose work address-
es important community issues in Ar-
kansas. 

Scott created the Pathway to Free-
dom program in 2011 with the goal of 
changing prison culture and breaking 
the cycle of recidivism in our State. 
The program provides educational, val-
ues-based prerelease services to pris-
oners, while also preparing inmates to 
reintegrate into society and return to 
being a productive citizen. 

Pathway to Freedom seeks to trans-
form prisoners’ lives with an 18-month 
prerelease residential program through 
a contract with the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Corrections. It also provides, 
importantly, 12 months of mentoring 
and support once our prisoners shift 
back to society. 

I extend a hand of gratitude and con-
gratulations to my good friend Scott 
and the entire Pathway to Freedom 
program for their selfless and worth-
while investment in our citizens and 
our State’s future. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 17 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1631 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. YODER) at 4 o’clock and 
31 minutes p.m. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, November 28, 2018. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 28, 2018, at 12:26 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 3661. 
That the Senate agrees to the House 

amendment to the bill S. 440. 
That the Senate agrees to the House 

amendment to the bill S. 2074. 
That the Senate passed without amend-

ment H.R. 1074. 
That the Senate passed without amend-

ment H.R. 5317. 
That the Senate passed with an amend-

ment H.R. 1918. 
That the Senate passed with amendments 

H.R. 3946. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 

will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

STRENGTHENING THE HEALTH 
CARE FRAUD PREVENTION TASK 
FORCE ACT OF 2018 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6753) to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to direct the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
to establish a public-private partner-
ship for purposes of identifying health 
care waste, fraud, and abuse, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6753 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening the Health Care Fraud Prevention 
Task Force Act of 2018’’. 
SEC. 2. PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP FOR 

HEALTH CARE WASTE, FRAUD, AND 
ABUSE DETECTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1128C(a) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1320a–7c(a)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new paragraph: 

‘‘(6) PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP FOR 
WASTE, FRAUD, AND ABUSE DETECTION.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Under the program de-
scribed in paragraph (1), there is established 
a public-private partnership (in this para-
graph referred to as the ‘partnership’) of 
health plans, Federal and State agencies, law 
enforcement agencies, health care anti-fraud 
organizations, and any other entity deter-
mined appropriate by the Secretary (in this 
paragraph referred to as ‘partners’) for pur-
poses of detecting and preventing health care 
waste, fraud, and abuse. 

‘‘(B) CONTRACT WITH TRUSTED THIRD 
PARTY.—In carrying out the partnership, the 
Secretary shall enter into a contract with a 
trusted third party for purposes of carrying 
out the duties of the partnership described in 
subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(C) DUTIES OF PARTNERSHIP.—The partner-
ship shall— 

‘‘(i) provide technical and operational sup-
port to facilitate data sharing between part-
ners in the partnership; 

‘‘(ii) analyze data so shared to identify 
fraudulent and aberrant billing patterns; 

‘‘(iii) conduct aggregate analyses of health 
care data so shared across Federal, State, 
and private health plans for purposes of de-
tecting fraud, waste, and abuse schemes; 

‘‘(iv) identify outlier trends and potential 
vulnerabilities of partners in the partnership 
with respect to such schemes; 

‘‘(v) refer specific cases of potential unlaw-
ful conduct to appropriate governmental en-
tities; 

‘‘(vi) convene, not less than annually, 
meetings with partners in the partnership 
for purposes of providing updates on the 
partnership’s work and facilitating informa-
tion sharing between the partners; 

‘‘(vii) enter into data sharing and data use 
agreements with partners in the partnership 
in such a manner so as to ensure the partner-
ship has access to data necessary to identify 
waste, fraud, and abuse while maintaining 
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the confidentiality and integrity of such 
data; 

‘‘(viii) provide partners in the partnership 
with plan-specific, confidential feedback on 
any aberrant billing patterns or potential 
fraud identified by the partnership with re-
spect to such partner; 

‘‘(ix) establish a process by which entities 
described in subparagraph (A) may enter the 
partnership and requirements such entities 
must meet to enter the partnership; 

‘‘(x) provide appropriate training, out-
reach, and education to partners based on 
the results of data analyses described in 
clauses (ii) and (iii); and 

‘‘(xi) perform such other duties as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate. 

‘‘(D) SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER TREATMENT 
ANALYSIS.—Not later than 2 years after the 
date of the enactment of the Strengthening 
the Health Care Fraud Prevention Task 
Force Act of 2018, the trusted third party 
with a contract in effect under subparagraph 
(B) shall perform an analysis of aberrant or 
fraudulent billing patterns and trends with 
respect to providers and suppliers of sub-
stance use disorder treatments from data 
shared with the partnership. 

‘‘(E) EXECUTIVE BOARD.— 
‘‘(i) EXECUTIVE BOARD COMPOSITION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—There shall be an execu-

tive board of the partnership comprised of 
representatives of the Federal Government 
and representatives of the private sector se-
lected by the Secretary. 

‘‘(II) CHAIRS.—The executive board shall be 
co-chaired by one Federal Government offi-
cial and one representative from the private 
sector. 

‘‘(ii) MEETINGS.—The executive board of 
the partnership shall meet at least once per 
year. 

‘‘(iii) EXECUTIVE BOARD DUTIES.—The duties 
of the executive board shall include the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(I) Providing strategic direction for the 
partnership, including membership criteria 
and a mission statement. 

‘‘(II) Communicating with the leadership 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services and the Department of Justice and 
the various private health sector associa-
tions. 

‘‘(F) REPORTS.—Not later than September 
30, 2021, and every 2 years thereafter, the 
Secretary shall submit to Congress and 
make available on the public website of the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services a 
report containing— 

‘‘(i) a review of activities conducted by the 
partnership over the 2-year period ending on 
the date of the submission of such report, in-
cluding any progress to any objectives estab-
lished by the partnership; 

‘‘(ii) any savings voluntarily reported by 
health plans participating in the partnership 
attributable to the partnership during such 
period; 

‘‘(iii) any savings to the Federal govern-
ment attributable to the partnership during 
such period; 

‘‘(iv) any other outcomes attributable to 
the partnership, as determined by the Sec-
retary, during such period; and 

‘‘(v) a strategic plan for the 2-year period 
beginning on the day after the date of the 
submission of such report, including a de-
scription of any emerging fraud and abuse 
schemes, trends, or practices that the part-
nership intends to study during such period. 

‘‘(G) FUNDING.—The partnership shall be 
funded by amounts otherwise made available 
to the Secretary for carrying out the pro-
gram described in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(H) TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.—To the ex-
tent consistent with this subsection, all 
functions, personnel, assets, liabilities, and 
administrative actions applicable on the 

date before the date of the enactment of this 
paragraph to the National Fraud Prevention 
Partnership established on September 17, 
2012, by charter of the Secretary shall be 
transferred to the partnership established 
under subparagraph (A) as of the date of the 
enactment of this paragraph. 

‘‘(I) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The pro-
visions of the Federal Advisory Committee 
Act shall not apply to the partnership estab-
lished by subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(J) IMPLEMENTATION.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Secretary 
may implement the partnership established 
by subparagraph (A) by program instruction 
or otherwise. 

‘‘(K) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this 
paragraph, the term ‘trusted third party’ 
means an entity that— 

‘‘(i) demonstrates the capability to carry 
out the duties of the partnership described in 
subparagraph (C); 

‘‘(ii) complies with such conflict of interest 
standards determined appropriate by the 
Secretary; and 

‘‘(iii) meets such other requirements as the 
Secretary may prescribe.’’. 

(b) POTENTIAL EXPANSION OF PUBLIC-PRI-
VATE PARTNERSHIP ANALYSES.—Not later 
than 2 years after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall conduct a study and 
submit to Congress a report on the feasi-
bility of the partnership (as described in sec-
tion 1128C(a)(6) of the Social Security Act, as 
added by subsection (a)) establishing a sys-
tem to conduct real-time data analysis to 
proactively identify ongoing as well as emer-
gent fraud trends for the entities partici-
pating in the partnership and provide such 
entities with real-time feedback on poten-
tially fraudulent claims. Such report shall 
include the estimated cost of and any poten-
tial barriers to the partnership establishing 
such a system. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BURGESS) and the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. KELLY) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak in 

support of H.R. 6753, the Strengthening 
the Health Care Fraud Prevention 
Task Force Act of 2018, authored by 
Chairman GREG WALDEN and Ranking 
Member FRANK PALLONE of the Energy 
and Commerce Committee. 

H.R. 6753 seeks to codify the Health 
Care Fraud Prevention Partnership, 
which would better equip public and 
private organizations to combat and 
prevent fraud and abuse in our 
healthcare system. 

Tens of billions of dollars are lost to 
healthcare fraud in the United States 
every year, and much of this fraud is 
preventable or, at the very least, de-
tectable. Fraud and abuse within our 

healthcare system comes in various 
forms, ranging from telephone or email 
scams to obtain patient information to 
fraudulent billing practices. 

Healthcare fraud is not only costly to 
the Federal and State governments and 
an avoidable waste of taxpayer dollars. 
Fraud and abuse is costly for, and often 
hurtful to, American patients. 

For example, in May of this year, a 
doctor in Texas was indicted in a fraud 
case involving $240 million worth of 
claims. A Department of Justice inves-
tigation found that the rheumatologist 
had given patients false diagnoses, fol-
lowed by chemotherapy and other 
treatments that they did not need. 

Americans should feel confident in 
and be able to trust their doctors. The 
unfortunate reality is that there are 
bad actors who make decisions based 
solely on financial interests and not on 
what is best for the patient or for their 
fellow citizens. 

Another Texas case was settled just 
last month as a hospital administrator 
in Houston was convicted for his in-
volvement in a $16 million fraud 
scheme. In this particular case, the 
hospital administrator had orches-
trated a system of kickbacks with var-
ious individuals in return for sending 
Medicare patients to certain partial 
hospitalization program services. 
Thanks to various investigative bodies 
bridging the Departments of Justice 
and Health and Human Services, this 
fraud was uncovered and investigated 
in an effort to protect both patients 
and taxpayer dollars from exploitation. 

Lastly, near my district in north 
Texas, there was a scheme in which a 
semiretired doctor signed off on fraud-
ulent paperwork, including payments 
for fake patients. What started as a re-
tirement gig rubber-stamping docu-
ments ended in his conviction, due to 
his involvement in a $13 million home 
healthcare scam. The scam in its en-
tirety stole $373 million from Medicare 
and Medicaid. 

I could go on with stories of 
healthcare fraud just in Texas, because 
these three examples are just the tip of 
the iceberg. Unfortunately, rampant 
healthcare fraud is not a Texas-specific 
issue. It is prevalent across our Nation. 
This is why we need to pass H.R. 6753 
and codify the Health Care Fraud Pre-
vention Partnership. 

The partnership was established by 
the Secretary of the Department of 
Health and Human Services and the 
United States Attorney General in Sep-
tember 2012 through the signing of a 
charter. It is currently operated by the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services and has allowed for increased 
coordination in addressing healthcare 
fraud, waste, and abuse, but has not 
been codified in statute. 

This partnership is voluntary among 
both private and public entities to re-
duce fraud in our healthcare system. 
Participants in this critical partner-
ship include the Federal Government, 
State agencies, law enforcement, pri-
vate health insurance plans, employer 
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organizations, and other associations. 
The partnership allows for robust anal-
yses of healthcare across different 
players, including Medicare, Medicaid, 
and private insurers. 

While these partners have access to 
their own data, cross-payer analyses 
are crucial in identifying savings and 
increasing detection of fraud, waste, 
and abuse. Collaborating through data 
sharing and other methods, the part-
ners can paint a broad picture of the 
fraud networks and cast a wide net, in-
creasing the ability to intervene and 
stop payments, and establish new and 
effective fraud prevention techniques. 

It is worth noting that, in addition to 
codifying and formalizing the Health 
Care Fraud Prevention Task Force, the 
bill requires the task force to perform 
an analysis of abnormal or fraudulent 
billing patterns and trends by pro-
viders and suppliers of substance use 
disorder treatments. This effort fits 
nicely into what Congress has accom-
plished this year with the SUPPORT 
for Patients and Communities Act 
being signed into law. 

H.R. 6753 will make a difference in 
cutting waste, fraud, and abuse in our 
healthcare system. I support this legis-
lation and urge fellow Members to do 
the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the Strengthening the Health Care 
Fraud Prevention Task Force Act of 
2018. This bipartisan bill would author-
ize the Healthcare Fraud Prevention 
Partnership and expand and enhance 
the task force’s capabilities to fight 
waste, fraud, and abuse throughout our 
healthcare system. This, in turn, will 
reduce costs for families and taxpayers. 

The Healthcare Fraud Prevention 
Partnership is a public-private partner-
ship between the Department of Health 
and Human Services, private payers, 
Federal and State law enforcement 
agencies, and State healthcare agen-
cies. The partnership aims to improve 
the detection and prevention of 
healthcare fraud by promoting the ex-
change of data and information be-
tween the public and private sectors on 
fraud trends, as well as successful anti- 
fraud practices. 

The legislation we are considering 
today would require the partnership to 
report regularly to Congress and give 
the agency the tools it needs to en-
hance and expand its capability. This is 
a good bill that makes sense, a bill 
that will work. 

We must continue to work, on a bi-
partisan basis, to enhance our fraud de-
tection capabilities. I support this leg-
islation and urge my colleagues to con-
tinue working together to find mean-
ingful solutions to reduce costs by 
rooting out fraud, waste, and abuse in 
our healthcare system. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of H.R. 6753, the Health Care Fraud Preven-
tion Task Force Act. This bipartisan bill— 
which I introduced with Ranking Member 
FRANK PALLONE, and is supported by Ways 
and Means Chairman KEVIN BRADY and Rank-
ing Member RICHARD NEAL—passed the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee unanimously 
earlier this year. This will be the 132nd bill that 
our committee has passed this Congress, 92 
percent of which have been bipartisan just like 
this one. I look forward to continuing in that 
vein over the next two years. 

By passing this bill, we will be codifying a 
program that already works. The Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) cur-
rently operates the Health Care Fraud Preven-
tion Partnership—a voluntary collaboration be-
tween the federal government, state agencies, 
law enforcement, private health insurance 
plans, and anti-fraud associations. Together, 
this group works to detect and prevent fraud 
that threatens to undermine our nation’s health 
care system. This program was created by the 
Obama Administration, and the Trump Admin-
istration has recommended codifying it into 
law. The bill before us today does just that, 
also strengthening and expanding the scope 
of partnership’s work. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of this com-
monsense, bipartisan bill to improve the integ-
rity of our nation’s health care system. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BUR-
GESS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 6753, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ACTION FOR DENTAL HEALTH ACT 
OF 2017 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and concur in the 
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
2422) to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to improve essential oral 
health care for low-income and other 
underserved individuals by breaking 
down barriers to care, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendment is 

as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the Action for Dental 
Health Act of 2018. 
SEC. 2. ORAL HEALTH EDUCATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 399LL of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 280k) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting 

‘‘OF ORAL HEALTH EDUCATION CAMPAIGN’’ after 
‘‘ESTABLISHMENT’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘focused on oral healthcare 
prevention and education’’ and inserting ‘‘fo-
cused on oral health education’’; 

(2) in subsection (b), in the matter preceding 
paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘campaign’’ and in-
serting ‘‘campaign under subsection (a)’’; and 

(3) by striking subsection (c) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(c) ACTION FOR DENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consulta-

tion with the Director of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the Administrator 
of the Health Resources and Services Adminis-
tration, may award grants, contracts, or cooper-
ative agreements to eligible entities to collabo-
rate with State or local public health officials, 
tribal health officials, oral health professional 
organizations, and others, as appropriate, to de-
velop and implement initiatives to improve oral 
health, including activities to prevent dental 
disease and reduce barriers to the provision of 
dental services, including— 

‘‘(A) through community-wide dental disease 
prevention programs; and 

‘‘(B) by increasing public awareness and edu-
cation related to oral health and dental disease 
prevention. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—To be eligible to re-
ceive a grant, contract, or cooperative agree-
ment under this subsection, an entity shall be— 

‘‘(A) a dental association; 
‘‘(B) a State or tribal health department or 

State or tribal oral health program; 
‘‘(C) an accredited dental education, dental 

hygiene, or postdoctoral dental education pro-
gram; or 

‘‘(D) a non-profit community-based organiza-
tion that partners with public and private non- 
profit entities, such as an academic institution, 
to facilitate the provision of dental services to 
underserved populations.’’; 

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 399LL– 
1(d) of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
280k–1(d)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘shall’’ and inserting ‘‘shall, 
as practicable and appropriate,’’ before ‘‘uti-
lize’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘public education campaign’’ 
and inserting ‘‘oral health education campaign 
and action for dental health program’’. 

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall submit to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives, a report on the out-
comes and effectiveness of programs and activi-
ties conducted under sections 399LL and 399LL– 
1 of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
280k and 280k–1). 
SEC. 3. GRANTS FOR INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS. 

Section 340G of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 256g) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(5)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(D) the establishment or development of mod-

els for the provision of dental services to chil-
dren and adults, such as dental homes, includ-
ing for the elderly, blind, individuals with dis-
abilities, and individuals living in long-term 
care facilities; and 

‘‘(E) the establishment of initiatives to reduce 
the use of emergency departments by individuals 
who seek dental services more appropriately de-
livered in a dental primary care setting;’’; and 

(2) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘$25,000,000 
for the 5-fiscal year period beginning with fiscal 
year 2008’’ and inserting ‘‘$13,903,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2019 through 2023’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BURGESS) and the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. KELLY) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
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may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, we can all agree that 

good oral health is important for all 
Americans: our children, our seniors, 
and our families in north Texas and 
other neighborhoods across the Nation. 
It affects our ability to speak, eat, and 
show emotions. Yet, good oral health 
remains an unmet medical need for 
many Americans, particularly in rural 
or underserved communities. 

Increasing access to vital healthcare 
services like dental health is a priority 
for many on the Energy and Commerce 
Committee. So I am pleased that today 
the House is again considering H.R. 
2422, the Action for Dental Health Act 
of 2018, following recent action in the 
Senate. 

This bill, introduced by Representa-
tives ROBIN KELLY and MIKE SIMPSON, 
takes several steps to improve essen-
tial oral healthcare for disadvantaged 
patients by breaking down barriers to 
care and giving them the dental health 
treatment and disease prevention serv-
ices they need through existing Federal 
dollars. 

Also, most of us are aware that poor 
oral health can raise the risk of tooth 
decay, gum disease, and oral cancer. 
These oral diseases can lead to pain 
and disability for millions of Ameri-
cans. 

It also costs taxpayers and employers 
billions of dollars each year. According 
to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, on average, the Nation 
spends more than $124 billion per year 
on costs related to dental care. More 
than $6 billion of productivity is lost 
each year because employees miss 
work because of dental problems. 

Poor oral health can even be linked 
to other chronic health conditions such 
as diabetes and heart disease. Many of 
these conditions can be avoided by sim-
ple preventive measures, such as reg-
ular cleaning and water fluoridation. 

Dentists and dental specialists from 
Texas discussed similar concerns with 
me during meetings in the district and 
here in Washington. H.R. 2422 aims to 
address these issues and has the sup-
port of several national dental groups 
like the American Dental Association 
and the American Academy of Pedi-
atric Dentistry, to name two. 

Specifically, the bill seeks to reau-
thorize activities for oral health pro-
motion and disease prevention at the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. In many rural and under-
served regions in Texas, these activi-
ties would expand school-based dental 
sealant programs and further support 
community water fluoridation. 

b 1645 
The bill also establishes an Action 

for Dental Health Program within the 

Department of Health and Human 
Services to improve oral health edu-
cation and reduce barriers to oral 
healthcare by awarding grants, con-
tracts, or cooperative agreements to 
dental associations, health depart-
ments, accredited dental education 
programs, or nonprofit, community- 
based organizations. 

These grants and agreements could 
be used by these eligible entities to 
collaborate with State or local public 
health officials, Tribal health officials, 
oral health professionals, or other ap-
propriate groups to support initiatives 
under the Action for Dental Health 
Program. 

Lastly, this legislation reauthorizes 
and expands a grant program through 
the Health Resources and Services Ad-
ministration for innovative dental pro-
grams at over $13 million annually for 
fiscal years 2019 through 2023. These 
grants will help States increase their 
oral health workforce and offer needed 
dental care in dental health profes-
sional shortage areas. 

Some of the eligible activities for 
States include establishing dental 
homes, which refers to comprehensive 
oral healthcare, for children and adults 
and creating initiatives to reduce the 
use of emergency departments for den-
tal services. 

I believe targeting resources to fa-
cilitate the provision of dental services 
to those in need in addition to improv-
ing oral health education will help pre-
vent dental diseases before they start. 
This will ultimately reduce medical 
complications, emergency room visits, 
and poor dental health outcomes in un-
derserved communities, not only in 
Texas but across the United States. 

Benjamin Franklin once famously 
stated that ‘‘an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure.’’ We can heed 
those famous words by passing H.R. 
2422 today and sending it to the Presi-
dent’s desk. I urge all Members to sup-
port this important and bipartisan leg-
islation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand proudly in sup-
port of H.R. 2422, my bipartisan Action 
for Dental Health Act. Since 2013, I 
have been working with my colleagues 
to emphasize the importance of oral 
health, especially for America’s chil-
dren and seniors. 

Tooth decay is the most common 
chronic childhood disease, five times 
more common than asthma and seven 
times more common than hay fever. 
Furthermore, a child’s oral health sta-
tus is directly tied to their academic 
achievement and school attendance. 
Likewise, poor oral health, such as 
toothlessness or tooth decay, are po-
tentially life-threatening conditions 
for our grandmothers and grandfathers, 
and Medicare does not cover dental 
health services. 

Unfortunately, so many other Ameri-
cans in between childhood and elderly 

adulthood lack access to oral 
healthcare because of cost or a lack of 
dentists in their area. 

The Action for Dental Health bill 
starts to change this by making oral 
healthcare more accessible for those in 
need without new Federal spending. 
Once enacted, the Action for Dental 
Health Act will empower the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention to 
deliver more and better dental 
healthcare to underserved populations, 
especially urban and rural commu-
nities, and increase education about 
the importance of oral health. This leg-
islation will strengthen the impact of 
existing resources and services. 

The goal of the Action for Dental 
Health Act is to reduce the number of 
oral health emergency room visits, 
which are often costly, not comprehen-
sive, and only occur at late stages after 
causing other negative health effects. 

So, in the short and long term, this 
bill will save money for patients and 
taxpayers. 

Mr. Speaker, the Action for Dental 
Health Act is cosponsored by 83 Mem-
bers of Congress and supported by the 
American Dental Association, the Na-
tional Dental Association, the Amer-
ican Dental Education Association, and 
39 other advocacy groups. 

The bipartisan companion legislation 
was introduced in the U.S. Senate by 
Senator CORY BOOKER as S. 3016. When 
originally debated in February, it 
passed this House with 90 percent of 
Members voting ‘‘yes.’’ 

I am especially proud to have worked 
with Congressman MIKE SIMPSON of 
Idaho, one of a handful of dentists in 
Congress. I offer my deepest thanks to 
him and his team. I thank him for his 
steadfast leadership, expertise, and 
partnership. 

In this time of a deeply divided Con-
gress, I am glad that Congressman 
SIMPSON and I could put forward a bi-
partisan bill that has won the support 
of hundreds of our colleagues and field 
leaders. I look forward to working with 
him on more bipartisan solutions to in-
crease access to healthcare, especially 
oral healthcare. 

The Action for Dental Health Act is a 
prime example of how Congress should 
work. Together, we developed the idea, 
consulted with experts in the field, 
worked across the aisle on the legisla-
tive text, introduced it, advanced it 
through the committee process, orga-
nized House and Senate votes, amended 
the bill, and we now look to advance 
this critical bill to President Trump’s 
desk to make it law. 

This is how Congress should work. 
We need to get back to this cooperative 
process. Let us not delay making way 
for quality dental health services for 
Americans in need. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
an ‘‘aye’’ vote on the measure, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
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the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BUR-
GESS) that the House suspend the rules 
and concur in the Senate amendment 
to the bill, H.R. 2422. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
amendment was concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

STATE OF MODERN APPLICATION, 
RESEARCH, AND TRENDS OF IOT 
ACT 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6032) to direct the Secretary of 
Commerce to conduct a study and sub-
mit to Congress a report on the state of 
the internet-connected devices indus-
try in the United States, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6032 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘State of 
Modern Application, Research, and Trends of 
IoT Act’’ or the ‘‘SMART IoT Act’’. 
SEC. 2. STUDY AND REPORT ON INTERNET OF 

THINGS. 
(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of Commerce 

shall conduct a study on the state of the 
internet-connected devices industry (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Internet of Things’’) in 
the United States. In conducting the study, 
the Secretary shall— 

(1) develop and conduct a survey of the 
internet-connected devices industry through 
outreach to participating entities as appro-
priate, including— 

(A) a list of the industry sectors that de-
velop internet-connected devices; 

(B) a list of public-private partnerships fo-
cused on promoting the adoption and use of 
internet-connected devices, as well as indus-
try-based bodies, including international 
bodies, which have developed, or are devel-
oping, mandatory or voluntary standards for 
internet-connected devices; 

(C) the status of the industry-based manda-
tory or voluntary standards identified in 
subparagraph (B); and 

(D) a description of the ways entities or in-
dustry sectors develop, use, or promote the 
use of internet-connected devices; 

(2) develop a comprehensive list of Federal 
agencies with jurisdiction over the entities 
and industry sectors identified under para-
graph (1); 

(3) identify which Federal agency or agen-
cies listed under paragraph (2) each entity or 
industry sector interacts with; 

(4) identify all interagency activities that 
are taking place among the Federal agencies 
listed under paragraph (2), such as working 
groups or other coordinated efforts; 

(5) develop a brief description of the juris-
diction and expertise of the Federal agencies 
listed under paragraph (2) with regard to 
such entities and industry sectors; 

(6) identify all regulations, guidelines, 
mandatory standards, voluntary standards, 
and other policies implemented by each of 
the Federal agencies identified under para-
graph (2), as well as all guidelines, manda-
tory standards, voluntary standards, and 
other policies implemented by industry- 
based bodies; and 

(7) identify Federal Government resources 
that exist for consumers and small busi-

nesses to evaluate internet-connected de-
vices. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate a report that contains— 

(1) the results of the study conducted 
under subsection (a); and 

(2) recommendations of the Secretary for 
growth of the United States economy 
through the secure advancement of internet- 
connected devices. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FEDERAL AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Federal 

agency’’ means an agency, as defined in sec-
tion 551 of title 5, United States Code. 

(2) INTERNET-CONNECTED DEVICE.—The term 
‘‘internet-connected device’’ means a phys-
ical object that— 

(A) is capable of connecting to the inter-
net, either directly or indirectly through a 
network, to communicate information at the 
direction of an individual; and 

(B) has computer processing capabilities 
for collecting, sending, receiving, or ana-
lyzing data. 
SEC. 3. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED. 

No additional funds are authorized to be 
appropriated to carry out this Act. This Act 
shall be carried out using amounts otherwise 
authorized. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) and the gentlewoman 
from Illinois (Ms. KELLY) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials in the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 

support of H.R. 6032, the State of Mod-
ern Application, Research, and Trends 
of IoT Act, or the SMART IoT Act. 

Earlier this year, the SMART IoT 
Act was unanimously approved by the 
Digital Commerce and Consumer Pro-
tection Subcommittee and the full En-
ergy and Commerce Committee. 

I would like to thank Chairman WAL-
DEN for his support of this bipartisan 
legislation. I also want to thank Rep-
resentative WELCH for his leadership as 
the original cosponsor of the SMART 
IoT Act and the many bipartisan mem-
bers of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee for cosponsoring this bill. 

Representative WELCH and I have 
been working together on these issues 
for years, including as co-founders of 
the Internet of Things Working Group 
in the 114th Congress. 

Today marks an important step to-
wards maximizing the full potential of 
Internet-connected devices, more com-
monly known as smart devices. 

Almost any physical object can be 
transformed into a smart device with 

microchips, sensors, and wireless com-
munications. Once transformed, these 
smart devices connect through a net-
work to share, exchange, and analyze 
data to gather insights used to solve 
problems or enable new capabilities. 

IoT solutions will benefit consumers 
and businesses by improving produc-
tivity, efficiency, and much more. 
Whether we are talking about advance-
ments to automobiles that will im-
prove roadway safety and save lives or 
smart-city applications that will im-
prove services for residents, one thing 
is clear: We have the chance to benefit 
from a more connected world. 

Because of the vast benefits of IoT, 
we are seeing significant economic im-
pacts across a number of industries. By 
2025, it is projected that the total eco-
nomic impact of IoT could reach $11.1 
trillion. This includes value increases 
annually of up to $2.5 trillion in the 
healthcare sector, $2.3 trillion in manu-
facturing, $300 billion in infrastructure, 
$100 billion in agriculture, and $50 bil-
lion in vehicle use. 

To realize these benefits, we must en-
sure the Government does not get in 
the way. Throughout numerous meet-
ings over the years, we heard from 
many stakeholders. What became clear 
is that it is difficult to know who is 
doing what, both in the Federal Gov-
ernment and also in the private sector. 

A lack of collaboration and dialogue 
presents the problem of creating un-
necessary barriers to innovation and 
commonsense policy, something we 
cannot afford to do if we want to un-
leash the power of IoT in the United 
States. We must equip ourselves and 
industry with information about what 
Federal, public-private, and self-regu-
latory efforts are in place or under 
way. 

This is why we developed the SMART 
IoT Act. The SMART IoT Act directs 
the Secretary of Commerce to create a 
compendium to answer that very ques-
tion: Who is doing what? At the Fed-
eral level, this is what will help pro-
mote interagency discussions and avoid 
conflicting or duplicative obligations 
or regulations that may slow innova-
tion and progress. 

At the industry level, this will help 
innovators and businesses know how 
entities are developing, using, and pro-
moting use of IoT solutions. It will also 
highlight industry-based efforts to self- 
regulate and provide all stakeholders 
with a resource to facilitate commu-
nication and information sharing. 

The SMART IoT Act is a critical first 
step to future IoT policy efforts. It pro-
vides important information that will 
foster Federal collaboration and 
streamline private industry efforts. 

We have an obligation to do what we 
can to promote American competitive-
ness and technological advancements 
that benefit Americans in an environ-
ment where other countries are trying 
to overtake the United States in tech-
nical innovation. 

Mr. Speaker, again I thank Chairman 
WALDEN, Representative WELCH, and 
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all of the bipartisan cosponsors of H.R. 
6032, the SMART IoT Act. I urge all my 
colleagues to support H.R. 6032, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield the balance of my time to the 
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY), and I ask unanimous consent 
that she may control that time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank my good friend and colleague 
from Ohio for introducing this legisla-
tion and shepherding it through com-
mittee and onto the floor. 

The SMART IoT, Internet of Things, 
Act is a product of bipartisan coopera-
tion. As I did during subcommittee 
markup, I want to thank Chairman 
LATTA and Congressman WELCH for 
their leadership on this issue, going 
back to the IoT Working Group in the 
114th Congress. 

This bill will require the Commerce 
Department to survey the varieties of 
connected devices available and exam-
ine the Federal role in this space. The 
study conducted under this bill should 
serve as the foundation for future legis-
lative efforts as we work to ensure that 
Internet-connected devices are de-
ployed to the benefit of the American 
consumer. 

The SMART IoT Act is being consid-
ered under suspension of the rules after 
committee consideration under regular 
order. After a series of hearings on the 
Internet of things, Republican and 
Democratic staff worked together on a 
discussion draft of the bill. 

Earlier this year, we held a legisla-
tive hearing where we heard testimony 
from the Center for Democracy and 
Technology, the Chamber of Com-
merce, and Intel. That hearing raised 
several issues that we should continue 
to examine; including privacy, secu-
rity, and safety. We are leaving major 
consumer protection issues unresolved 
in this area and other areas. 

Earlier this month, in Chicago, we 
celebrated the 10th anniversary of the 
passage of the Consumer Product Safe-
ty Improvement Act, which included 
provisions that I worked on to include 
and improve the safety of children’s 
toys. Advocates there discussed how 
more work needs to be done to ensure 
that children’s toys are safe. 

Someone mentioned how smart toys 
are becoming more and more available, 
and questions were raised: Are these 
smart toys able now to track our kids 
and where they are? So, the tech-
nologies have changed the safety of 
toys, and we have to be sure that we 
are looking at that. 

Our anger over misuse of consumer 
data has been bipartisan, but we have 
not yet come together on solutions. I 
am hopeful that we will be able to 
change that in the coming months. 

As many Members of this body are 
aware, I have introduced the Secure 
and Protect America’s Data Act, which 

I believe is a good starting point to 
begin discussion. 

b 1700 

I continue to urge my Republican 
colleagues to bring their ideas to the 
table so we can work together to find 
common ground. American consumers 
deserve action. 

For now, I am pleased to move for-
ward on legislation where we have 
reached consensus like this. I look for-
ward to continuing our cooperation on 
this legislation as it moves to full com-
mittee in the weeks ahead. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no more speak-
ers, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, again, I 
urge support of H.R. 6032, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 6032, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ADDING IRELAND TO E–3 
NONIMMIGRANT VISA PROGRAM 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 7164) to add Ireland to the E–3 
nonimmigrant visa program, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7164 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. E–3 VISAS FOR IRISH NATIONALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(a)(15)(E)(iii) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(E)(iii)) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘or, on a basis of reciprocity as de-
termined by the Secretary of State, a na-
tional of Ireland,’’ after ‘‘Australia’’. 

(b) EMPLOYER REQUIREMENTS.—Section 212 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1182) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating the second subsection 
(t) (as added by section 1(b)(2)(B) of Public 
Law 108–449 (118 Stat. 3470)) as subsection (u); 
and 

(2) by adding at the end of subsection (t)(1) 
(as added by section 402(b)(2) of Public Law 
108–77 (117 Stat. 941)) the following: 

‘‘(E) In the case of an attestation filed with 
respect to a national of Ireland described in 
section 101(a)(15)(E)(iii), the employer is, and 
will remain during the period of authorized 
employment of such Irish national, a partici-
pant in good standing in the E–Verify pro-
gram described in section 403(a) of the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Respon-
sibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note).’’. 

(c) APPLICATION ALLOCATION.—Paragraph 
(11) of section 214(g) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1184(g)(11)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(11)(A) The Secretary of State may ap-
prove initial applications submitted for 
aliens described in section 101(a)(15)(E)(iii) 
only as follows: 

‘‘(i) For applicants who are nationals of 
the Commonwealth of Australia, not more 
than 10,500 for a fiscal year. 

‘‘(ii) For applicants who are nationals of 
Ireland, not more than a number equal to 
the difference between 10,500 and the number 
of applications approved in the prior fiscal 
year for aliens who are nationals of the Com-
monwealth of Australia. 

‘‘(B) The approval of an application de-
scribed under subparagraph (A)(ii) shall be 
deemed for numerical control purposes to 
have occurred on September 30 of the prior 
fiscal year. 

‘‘(C) The numerical limitation under sub-
paragraph (A) shall only apply to principal 
aliens and not to the spouses or children of 
such aliens.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) and the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. NADLER) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous materials on H.R. 7164, currently 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 7164, a bill to add Ireland to the 
E–3 nonimmigrant program. The bill 
was introduced by the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER), the 
former chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, and is a simple bill that recog-
nizes the unique friendship and work-
ing relationship between the United 
States and Ireland. 

H.R. 7164 allows nationals of Ireland 
to be eligible to apply for unused E–3 
nonimmigrant visas, subject to Ireland 
providing reciprocal access to U.S. na-
tionals. 

Holders of E–3 temporary work visas 
must be working in a specialty occupa-
tion while in the United States. A spe-
cialty occupation is one that is defined 
in the Immigration and Nationality 
Act as requiring: One, ‘‘theoretical and 
practical application of a body of high-
ly specialized knowledge;’’ and, two, 
‘‘the attainment of a bachelor’s or 
higher degree in the specific specialty, 
or its equivalent, as a minimum for 
entry into the occupation in the United 
States.’’ 

The E–3 applicant must have a job 
offer from an employer in the U.S., and 
that employer must get foreign labor 
certification from the U.S. Department 
of Labor prior to filing a petition with 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices. 

H.R. 7164 also requires that employ-
ers using Irish E–3 visa holders in their 
workforce are and will remain partici-
pants in good standing in the E-Verify 
program. This means that such em-
ployers must use E-Verify to ensure 
that those they employ are eligible to 
work in the United States. 
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E–3 nonimmigrant visas are cur-

rently only available to nationals of 
Australia and are capped at 10,500 per 
year. Australian nationals have not 
ever used all of the 10,500 authorized 
visas in a given year, nor have they 
come close to doing so. In fact, the 
highest number used was during fiscal 
year 2017 when 5,657 were issued. 

H.R. 7164 provides that nationals of 
Ireland can utilize those visas not used 
by Australians in a given year. For 
operational purposes, the visa can be 
issued the following year but will be 
counted against the previous year’s 
cap. The bill does not increase the 
number of visas authorized, and allows 
Australia, for whose nationals the pro-
gram was originally created, to have 
first access to the numbers. 

H.R. 7164 is a simple bill that reflects 
the continued friendship between Ire-
land and the United States. I thank the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER) for his work and his lead-
ership on this legislation, and I urge 
my colleagues to support the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
7164, a bill to add Ireland to the E–3 
nonimmigrant visa program. 

In 2005, soon after the United States 
and Australia finalized the Australia- 
U.S. Free Trade Agreement, Congress 
created the E–3 program for Australian 
nationals. That program provides up to 
10,500 temporary visas, similar to H–1B 
visas, for Australians seeking to work 
in the United States in what are known 
as specialty occupations. 

As with the H–1B program, specialty 
occupations are those that require 
‘‘theoretical and practical application 
of a body of highly specialized knowl-
edge’’ in fields such as science, engi-
neering, and computer programming. 

Australia has never used more than a 
fraction of the 10,500 E–3 visas that are 
made available each year in the pro-
gram. In light of this fact, this bill 
would add Ireland to the program, thus 
allowing Irish nationals to use some of 
those remaining, unused visas. As 
amended, the bill would take the num-
ber of E–3 visas left unused by Aus-
tralia in a given fiscal year and make 
that same number available to Irish 
nationals the following fiscal year. 

This is a commonsense bill that rec-
ognizes the important bond we share 
with two of our country’s closest and 
most steadfast allies. 

I congratulate my friends, Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER, former chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, and Mr. NEAL, 
ranking member of the Ways and 
Means Committee—soon to be chair-
man of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee—for championing this bill. 
They both deserve credit for working 
across the aisle on this issue. 

I would be remiss, however, if I did 
not also point out the continuing need 
to reform our immigration system in a 
more comprehensive and fundamental 

manner. Small fixes such as this bill 
are fine, but this body also must find 
ways to come together to enact broad-
er, more meaningful reforms of our im-
migration system for the good of the 
American people. 

With that, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I recog-
nize and thank the gentleman, Mr. 
NEAL, for his leadership, as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER). 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of H.R. 7164. The 
United States was built on the hard 
work and the determination of immi-
grants, many of them who hailed from 
Ireland. Through their perseverance, 
they have enabled this country to grow 
and prosper. 

I believe in the value and oppor-
tunity that comes with legal immigra-
tion. I am pleased to have authored 
this legislation to make the process 
more efficient for one of our oldest al-
lies and add to the great legacy of cul-
tural diversity celebrated in our coun-
try. 

This modest proposal would give 
Irish nationals the opportunity to 
work in the United States under the 
nonimmigrant visa category of the E–3 
visa, previously reserved only for Aus-
tralian nationals. Ireland, in the mean-
time, has proposed a reciprocal work 
visa specific to U.S. nationals so that 
those wanting to live and work in Ire-
land can move easily to do so. 

The E–3 visa is one of the most effi-
cient U.S. visa options. The applicants 
outside the United States may apply 
directly at a U.S. consulate, thus 
avoiding the lengthy processing time 
with the U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services. The visas are granted for 
2-year periods, renewable indefinitely, 
and the spouses of E–3 visa holders are 
permitted to apply for employment au-
thorization documents. 

Currently, 10,500 E–3 visas are allo-
cated each year, yet only half of these 
are used. This legislation would allow 
Irish nationals to apply for those visas 
unused by Australian nationals. 

This significant addition to the U.S. 
immigration system will not only ben-
efit Irish nationals seeking employ-
ment in the United States but also ease 
restrictions on Americans wanting to 
live or retire in Ireland. 

In conclusion, I would say that this 
does not increase the number of visas 
that are authorized in total. It merely 
allows Irish nationals to apply for the 
visas that Australian nationals do not 
want to use on a year-to-year basis. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. NEAL), the distinguished 
ranking member of the Ways and 
Means Committee. 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. 
CHABOT and Mr. SENSENBRENNER, as 

well as Mr. NADLER, for bringing this 
legislation to the floor. 

Indeed, it is bipartisan in nature. It 
is not an effort here to go beyond what 
the rules currently allow in terms of 
the cap on visas. It would allow Irish 
nationals to utilize those visas that 
have not been exhausted by Australia. 

It is, as Mr. NADLER said, not a sub-
stitute for immigration reform, how-
ever. We note today that the Pew Cen-
ter has released new numbers on the 
issue of those who, in America, are un-
documented. While these two issues are 
unrelated, it is important to point out 
that we still, in this Congress, have to 
come up with a solution to a long- 
awaited problem that we recognize 
across the Nation, and that is what to 
do about undocumented citizens. 

As Mr. SENSENBRENNER also pointed 
out, I think with great accuracy, there 
are few stories of immigration that can 
be improved upon over what Irish im-
migration did in America. In the after-
math of an Gorta Mor, the Great Fam-
ine, that took place in the mid-1850s, 
more than a million people left Ireland 
and immigrated to the shores of the 
United States, and a million starved to 
death on the island of Ireland. 

So when you consider that the popu-
lation of Ireland at that time was 
about 81⁄2 million people and today it is 
about 6 million people, it is under-
standable as to what that relationship 
has meant. And America, to its ever-
lasting credit, land of the free and 
home of the brave, welcomed them. 

The story that they told in suc-
ceeding generations—first, second, 
third generations—of which I enjoy 
that same privilege, it is pretty ex-
traordinary. I call attention to that be-
cause I still think that the rest of the 
world desires to send many of its best 
to the United States. 

It is still, for all of us, this notion 
that, today, because of the simplicity 
of travel, you can move back and forth. 
But what is, I think, a very important 
component of the story that we just re-
lated, when they left, whether it was in 
the 1850s or, in the case of one grand-
mother, no return, they were in with 
both feet. I think what we are pointing 
out today is that this is still an incred-
ibly strong relationship. 

I think Mr. SENSENBRENNER was right 
on target with the commentary that he 
offered about the reciprocal agreement 
here. We are not substituting anything. 
We are simply saying that, for those 
E–3s that are not utilized, Ireland will 
be able to take advantage of it. 

I again point out that this relation-
ship, for as long as I can remember, has 
been one of the great relationships in 
terms of allies that we have had in the 
history of America. 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. GALLAGHER). 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the opportunity to speak on 
this bipartisan legislation spearheaded 
by my distinguished colleague from 
Wisconsin. 
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As a GALLAGHER in good standing, I 

am glad this bill will strengthen our 
Nation’s ties with Ireland. But just as 
importantly, I take a minute to recog-
nize the value of the underlying E–3 
visa program to the U.S.-Australia alli-
ance. 

The E–3 visa program was negotiated 
in 2005 following the conclusion of the 
U.S.-Australia Free Trade Agreement. 
The visa is designed to give highly 
skilled and professional Australians ac-
cess to U.S. employment in fields and 
trades that require specialized edu-
cation and training. 

It is good for both the United States 
and Australia. About 82,000 Americans 
are employed by Australian businesses 
in the United States, for example, with 
an average salary of $98,000. 

In just one example, the very first 
employee of the Movember Foundation 
in the United States was an Australian 
who came over on an E–3 visa. 
Movember is now one of the largest 
nongovernment investors in prostate 
cancer research and services in the 
world, growing its footprint here in the 
United States as it has created jobs 
while doing good. 

This program is a tangible recogni-
tion of the close and enduring partner-
ship, or mateship, as we say, between 
the United States and Australia, which 
we are celebrating the 100-year anni-
versary of this year. 

Our alliance remains one that not 
only drives our prosperity but our se-
curity as well. As a pillar of a free and 
open Indo-Pacific, Australia is an in-
dispensable ally in an increasingly con-
tested region, and we would be wise to 
continue exploring new avenues to fur-
ther strengthen our relationship. 

This legislation is an important op-
portunity to expand our partnership 
with Ireland, while preserving the 
original intent of the E–3 visa program 
with Australia, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

b 1715 
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I have no 

further speakers, and I yield myself the 
balance of my time. 

I again urge every Member on both 
sides of the aisle to vote for this bill. I 
applaud the bipartisan nature of it. I 
applaud Mr. SENSENBRENNER and Mr. 
NEAL and Mr. CHABOT for their roles in 
it, and this is a useful thing to do. I 
urge passage of the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

In closing, I just want to also thank 
all the folks who were previously men-
tioned by my colleague, the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. NADLER). 

This is, I think, a very good bill. It is 
great to see something bipartisan 
around here get passed; and as we are 
wrapping up this year and this Con-
gress, it is good to see this good legis-
lation being passed. I strongly encour-
age my colleagues to support this. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 7164, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. LAMBORN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the 
topic of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, it is a 

great honor for me to come before the 
House and be on the floor tonight to 
commemorate National Bible Week. 
This is an opportunity to celebrate the 
tremendous influence of the Bible on 
the freedoms we enjoy today in Amer-
ica. 

We are truly blessed to live in a na-
tion where we are free to worship and 
read the Holy Scriptures without fear 
of persecution. There are many places 
throughout the world where such free-
doms do not exist. 

Americans have the right, under our 
wonderful system of government, to re-
spect and study the Bible or any other 
system of belief if they so choose, or 
even none at all. That is the beauty of 
the American way, and I believe it all 
does go back to the Bible. 

In 1941, as it says on the poster here, 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
declared the week of Thanksgiving to 
be National Bible Week. 

The National Bible Association and 
the U.S. Conference of Bishops have 
designated the specific days of Novem-
ber 18–24, this year, as National Bible 
Week. This is the week set aside to rec-
ognize the Bible as a foundational 
building block of American and West-
ern civilization, the Judeo-Christian 
heritage, and the legacy that moti-
vated and shaped the founding of the 
United States. 

In this hour, we will hear from some 
of my colleagues here in Congress from 
various faith traditions and denomina-
tions speak about what the Bible 
means to them. We are here in keeping 
with tradition to recognize National 
Bible Week. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. WALBERG). 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague, Representative LAM-

BORN, and I appreciate his 
intentionality in bringing us together 
each year to talk about this, having 
had that opportunity, now into my 
fifth term, each year to remind our-
selves of the impact of the Bible. 

It has had a rich heritage in this 
country, a country that is free, a coun-
try that offers liberty for all who 
would have personal beliefs, religious 
and otherwise. It even allows freedom 
in this country, a country that was 
truly established on Biblical principles, 
but, nonetheless, it allows freedom for 
people to not even have a belief or a re-
ligion. 

I think that is the beauty of my un-
derstanding of the Bible in that it is a 
book that offers freedom to people to 
come to understand it, to read it, to 
have it impact their lives. 

I can say for a fact that the Bible is 
more than just a book, a historical 
book, a book of tradition, a book of 
writings of religious perspective and 
spiritual nature; but, rather, it is a 
book that has changed my life. It is a 
book that I believe, and I believe the 
facts would bear it out as sincere peo-
ple test it and search into the Bible to 
see that it is truly a book that is God- 
given. 

I remember the inscription in one of 
the earliest Bibles that I ever had in 
my possession as a young boy. It was a 
book, as I recollect, a Bible that was 
given as a reward for attendance in 
Sunday school, given by my teacher. I 
had had other Bibles that I had gotten 
from my family, hand-me-down Bibles 
that I had carried, but this, I think, 
was my first Bible. 

In that Bible inscription, it said: 
‘‘This book will keep you from sin, or 
sin will keep you from this book.’’ 

My friend and colleague, I think that 
was given by my Sunday school teach-
er as, really, a point to encourage me 
from doing the normal thing as a 
young boy would do. And that I 
wouldn’t call sin. I would call it bad be-
havior. But I know, ultimately, the 
Bible called it sin. 

I found it to be true, that as that 
book became part of my life, that it 
changed my life. While I have never 
achieved, to this very day—and I admit 
that to you—perfection yet, that Bible 
altered my existence. And when I did 
do those wrong things that the Bible 
calls sin, I was convicted of that and I 
was encouraged to change. 

An early verse that I remembered 
from the Bible came from Psalms, the 
Book of Psalms, Psalms 119:11, that 
said: ‘‘Your word I have treasured in 
my heart, That I may not sin against 
You.’’ 

The Bible is a practical book that is 
meant to change lives, to alter the way 
we live, to impact others as well. 

I think John Witherspoon, who 
signed the Declaration of Independ-
ence, one of our earliest officials, gov-
ernment officials, who happened to be a 
minister as well, but served his coun-
try well, said: ‘‘A republic once equally 
poised must either preserve its virtue 
or lose its liberty.’’ 
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I think he had the context there that 

virtue came from something beyond 
humanity. It came from, in his mind, I 
am certain from other readings I have 
read of John Whitherspoon, from his 
understanding of the Word of God, the 
Bible, that ‘‘a republic once equally 
poised must either preserve its virtue,’’ 
that virtue that comes from something 
outside of ourselves, greater than our-
selves, and given to God, Himself, or 
else, without that virtue, we would lose 
our liberty. 

He probably understood the principle 
found in Proverbs 14:34 that said: 
‘‘Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin 
is a disgrace to any people.’’ That was 
written in the context of a great na-
tion. Righteousness built it up; sin tore 
it down. 

John Adams, another one of our 
great leaders who understood Scripture 
very well—and you just need to read 
his letters to his wife and his wife’s let-
ters back to him, let alone his writings 
in relationship to our government and 
our Constitution—said: ‘‘Our Constitu-
tion is designed only for a moral and 
religious people. It is wholly inad-
equate for any other.’’ And John 
Adams, in writing about what it meant 
to be a holy and religious people, re-
ferred his life very clearly to the Bible, 
God’s Word. 

The Bible is an amazing book. It is a 
controversial book, to say the least. It 
is a comforting book. It is a chal-
lenging book. It is a timeless book. 
And I have found it to be a book that 
is true, without error, and it has 
changed my life. 

Voltaire fought against the Bible in 
many different ways, writings and oth-
erwise, and he said it would be out of 
existence within 100 years of his life. 
Yet, in approximately 50 years after 
Voltaire’s death, the Gutenberg Bible 
was printed on Voltaire’s printing 
press. 

Isaiah 40:8 says: ‘‘The grass withers, 
the flower fades, but the word of our 
God’’—the Bible—‘‘stands forever.’’ 

The truth of the Bible, God’s Word, 
can never be forced on anyone; but 
when it is honestly and sincerely con-
sidered, it changes lives. It changed my 
life, and it continues to change my im-
perfect life. 

The Bible says, in Psalms 119, the 
psalmist David wrote that—the longest 
passage of Scripture in the entire 
Bible, an entire passage of Scripture, 
the longest, written about his love for 
the Bible and the Word of God. He says: 
‘‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light to my path.’’ 

Ephesians 5, in the Bible, says: 
‘‘Therefore, be careful how you walk, 
not as unwise men but as wise, making 
the most of your time, because the 
days are evil.’’ 

My friend, we see that all over the 
world today, don’t we? Evil, evil things 
are happening, evil people doing evil 
things, hateful things, hurtful things, 
horrific things. And none of those 
things are being done after the pattern 
of what we find in the Bible. 

It continues, in Ephesians, saying: 
‘‘So then do not be foolish, but under-
stand what the will of the Lord is.’’ 
And that will is found in His Word, the 
Bible. 

‘‘Trust in the Lord,’’ Proverbs 3:5–6 
says, ‘‘with all your heart, and do not 
lean on your own understanding. In all 
your ways, acknowledge Him, and He 
will make your paths straight.’’ 

The Bible continues to hold itself out 
as a straightener of paths, pointing us 
to the source of life and the Savior who 
is the ultimate message of the Bible 
whom to know personally is life eter-
nal. 

I thank God for the Bible. I thank 
God for the opportunity even tonight 
to talk about the Bible in this august 
Chamber with my colleagues and to re-
member the impact that the Bible, the 
Scripture, has had on this great Nation 
and, I trust, will continue to have on 
this Nation; and I offer it to any who 
would dare to consider its life-changing 
message. 

I thank God for the Bible. 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, my 

friend from Michigan mentioned a few 
things about the founding of our coun-
try, and so I would like to mention 
this: Many of the early American set-
tlers came to the New World with the 
express purpose of following the Bible 
according to the convictions of their 
own consciences. 

b 1730 

One of the first acts of Congress dur-
ing the tumultuous beginning of our 
Nation was the authorization of an 
American-published Bible. 

The war with the British had cut off 
any supply of Bibles from England. Our 
Founding Fathers understood how im-
portant it was for the American people 
to have Bibles. 

Robert Aitken, a private citizen, 
brought this need to the attention of 
Congress. He wrote a letter and he said: 
‘‘ . . . this work is an object worthy the 
attention of the Congress of the United 
States of America, who will not neglect 
spiritual security, while they are 
virtuously contending for temporal 
blessings.’’ 

In 1782, Congress reviewed, approved, 
and authorized the first known English 
language Bible to be printed in Amer-
ica, and that Congressional Resolution 
read: ‘‘RESOLVED, THAT the United 
States in Congress assembled, highly 
approve the pious and laudable under-
taking of Mr. Aitken, as subservient to 
the interest of religion, as well as an 
instance of the progress of arts in this 
country, and being satisfied from the 
above report, of his care and accuracy 
in the execution of the work, they rec-
ommend this edition of the Bible to the 
inhabitants of the United States, and 
hereby authorize him to publish this 
Recommendation in the manner he 
shall think proper.’’ 

Boy, what a great thing for Congress 
to do back in the 1700s. I wonder if the 
incoming Congress will recommend a 
Bible to the American people. 

But it was certainly an important 
part of the founding of our country, 
and I am so glad we have that heritage 
as a country. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield time to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BERGMAN), 
my colleague. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman (Mr. LAMBORN) for yield-
ing me time. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and truly 
a God-given pleasure to be here tonight 
to speak on the 77th anniversary of Na-
tional Bible Week. 

When you are among colleagues like 
we are here, 435 of us in the House of 
Representatives, I feel as though I am 
among 434 other friends and colleagues 
who celebrate like we do. 

When I was 12 years old and was en-
tering confirmation, my parents pre-
sented me with my first Bible. I still 
have it. It is white, it had a zipper. One 
of the most important memories I have 
that I can see every day when I open it 
up is the original signature of both my 
parents, who have since passed on, as 
they presented it to their son who was 
entering confirmation. 

The first thing I did, in the middle of 
the Bible there was a section where 
you could put in your family tree, be-
cause they wanted to do that, so I 
wrote in my own 12-year-old hand-
writing at that point the family tree. 
And, again, it is still in the Bible, so I 
get a chance not only to review the 
Word of God, but also remembering 
how that affected my family as they 
had persevered through the Great De-
pression and World War II. 

But when we think about what our 
parents and grandparents did, and our 
founders did to create the country that 
we live in today, it is important to re-
member that they did that. And we are 
blessed, so blessed, that we live in a 
country where we can study the Word 
of God and gather and worship freely 
without the threat of persecution. 

In a time where it seems that there is 
no ultimate truth, we can take comfort 
in knowing that the truth of the Bible 
is unchanging and eternal. These 
truths do not discriminate. They are 
for everyone everywhere, and today is 
a great example of this. 

Today we have Members of Congress 
from different regions and walks of life 
all coming together to celebrate the 
Bible as the very foundation upon 
which our Nation was built. This is 
something we must not just say, but 
we should live out. 

Micah 6:8 says: ‘‘And what does the 
Lord require of you, but to act justly 
and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.’’ 

I pray that this is a scripture that I 
honor not only as a Member of Con-
gress, but in every day of my life. 

The Bible has made an indelible 
mark on our Nation’s history. From 
our founding to this very day, the Bible 
has helped guide, instruct, and inform 
those who have served in this great 
body. 

John Adams may have said it best 
when he said: ‘‘The Bible contains the 
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most profound philosophy, the most 
perfect morality, and the most refined 
policy that ever was conceived upon 
Earth.’’ 

As families in the First District of 
Michigan and all throughout the coun-
try gather together for the holidays, 
let’s give thanks for our loved ones, the 
freedoms we have in the United States 
of America, and the truths of the Bible 
upon which our Nation was founded. 

And in the finest traditions of the 
Lutheran religion, at this point I would 
just like to thank the Speaker for the 
time and pass the peace. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague for being here tonight 
and for all of his work in Congress. We 
are honored to have him as one of our 
colleagues. I appreciate his service as a 
veteran for many years in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to talk for a 
few minutes about an experience I had 
when I was younger, and then turn it 
over to another one of my colleagues. 

When I was 18 years old and a fresh-
man at the University of Kansas, some-
one asked me if I knew what the Bible 
was about, and I said, yeah, I know 
what it was about. But then I thought 
about it and I realized that my answer 
was really pretty presumptuous, be-
cause I had never actually read any of 
it. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I wonder if this 
might be true for anyone who is listen-
ing today. The only honest thing I 
could do at that point was to read the 
Bible for myself. So I started by read-
ing for myself in the Gospel of John in 
the New Testament. When I read it, I 
discovered that I hadn’t known at all 
what the Bible was about. 

In that Gospel, Jesus says: ‘‘I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through 
Me.’’ 

And I ended up discovering a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, who be-
came my Lord and savior. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this is what I know 
from personal experience: it is better 
to read the Bible for oneself, and not 
just take someone else’s word for what 
is in it, or something they might read 
on the Internet. 

For me, it made all of the difference 
in the world. My life has been totally 
different since then as a result. 

As King David says in Psalms: ‘‘The 
unfolding of Your words gives light, it 
gives understanding to the simple.’’ 

As we celebrate National Bible Week, 
we remember the importance of faith 
in both our private and public lives; we 
recognize its powerful message of hope; 
and we cherish the wisdom of the Bible 
and we thank God for providing this 
Holy book that has truly been, as has 
been said already tonight, a lamp unto 
our feet and a light unto our path. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. ALLEN). 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is indeed 
a pleasure to rise here tonight with my 
friends and colleagues in recognition of 
National Bible Week, which we cele-

brated last week during the Thanks-
giving holiday. 

It is my privilege to stand in this 
chamber tonight, as God has led me to 
be here to tell you what the Bible 
means to me and the impact it has had 
on the history of this Nation. 

Throughout our country, we are see-
ing a distinct level of division that is 
evident in this very body and all across 
our land. 

In Exodus, God created the law, the 
Ten Commandments, and instituted a 
government to carry out the law, say-
ing: ‘‘Appoint judges and officials for 
each of your tribes in every town the 
Lord your God is giving you, and they 
shall judge the people fairly . . . Fol-
low justice and justice alone, so that 
you may live and possess the land the 
Lord your God is giving you.’’ 

Right now, I am looking at the face 
of Moses over the entry to this House 
chamber. 

Government was instituted by God 
for one purpose: to restrain evil and 
promote good. 

We must ensure that in this body and 
throughout our government, that we 
are always working toward this pur-
pose. 

Mark 3:24 says: ‘‘If a kingdom is di-
vided against itself, that kingdom can-
not stand.’’ 

During trying times and always, we 
must turn to the word of our God and 
trust that He will lead us on a path to 
righteousness, as the truth can always 
be found in our faith in Him. And, my 
fellow Americans, the truth shall set 
you free. 

One of the first Scriptures I memo-
rized was Joshua 1:8. It says: ‘‘This 
book of the law,’’ the Bible, ‘‘shall not 
depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that 
you may be careful to do according to 
all that is written in it; for then you 
will make your way prosperous, and 
then you will have success.’’ 

I have prayed over this scripture and 
believe all who pray and follow the 
word of the Lord will be granted all the 
wonderful promises God has made 
through His word, like He has done 
with me and as He did with Abraham in 
Genesis 15:6: ‘‘Abraham believed the 
Lord and he credited it to Him as 
righteousness.’’ 

As I have traveled Georgia’s 12th Dis-
trict, I remind folks that we are all 
just stewards of what God has given us 
and we must be obedient to God’s word 
to keep it. 

Psalms 24:1 tells us: ‘‘The Earth is 
the Lord’s, and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it.’’ 

Everything belongs to God. 
We must ask for God’s blessing and 

protection. It says that in the Bible. 
As we enter the Christmas season, we 

must all remember the importance of 
this day as we celebrate the birth of 
the savior of the world. 

Earlier this year, the late Billy Gra-
ham lay in honor in our Capitol. I have 
read his inaugural prayer as a reminder 
every week for the past 16 years. I 
would like to share it with you now. 

‘‘Our Father and our God, Thou hast 
said, ‘Blessed is that Nation whose God 
is the Lord.’ We recognize on this his-
toric occasion that we are ‘a Nation 
under God.’ 

‘‘We thank Thee for this torch of 
faith handed to us by our forefathers. 
May we never let it be extinguished. 
Thou alone hast given us our pros-
perity, our freedom and our power. 
This faith in God is our heritage and 
our foundation. 

‘‘Thou hast warned us in the Scrip-
tures, ‘If the foundations be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?’ 

‘‘As George Washington reminded us 
in his farewell address, morality and 
faith are the pillars of our society. 

‘‘We confess these pillars are being 
eroded in an increasingly materialistic 
and permissive society. 

‘‘The whole world is watching to see 
if the faith of our fathers will stand the 
trials and tests of the hour. 

‘‘Too long we have neglected Thy 
word and ignored Thy laws. Too long 
we have tried to solve our problems 
without reference to Thee. 

‘‘Too long we have tried to live by 
bread alone. We have sown to the wind 
and are now reaping a whirlwind of 
crime, division, and rebellion. 

‘‘And now with the wages of our sins 
staring us in the face, we remember 
Thy words, ‘If my people who are called 
by my Name shall humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sin and will heal their land.’ ’’ 

My fellow Americans, this prayer was 
offered on the inauguration 49 years 
ago. 

As I talk to you at this time, our Na-
tion, many have told me that we are at 
a crossroads. 

My prayer is this: that God has given 
us His word, and as far as me and my 
household, we shall worship the Lord. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

the gentleman from Georgia for his 
contribution to tonight’s Special 
Order. 

He mentioned a passage that was also 
referenced by Ronald Reagan, and let 
me highlight that with you, because 
throughout American history, many of 
our great leaders have turned to the 
Bible for guidance, hope, and faith. 

For instance, President Abraham 
Lincoln once said of the Bible, ‘‘I have 
but to say, it is the best gift God has 
given to man. All the good the savior 
gave to the world was communicated 
through this book. But for it, we could 
not know right from wrong. All things 
most desirable for man’s welfare here 
and hereafter are found portrayed in 
it.’’ 

And another one of our greatest 
presidents, in my opinion, President 
Ronald Reagan, in his own National 
Bible Week declaration, which we are 
celebrating, wrote when he was in of-
fice: ‘‘When I took the oath of office, I 
requested the Bible be opened to II 
Chronicles 7:14 . . . ’’ and we just heard 
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from that. And President Reagan went 
on: ‘‘ . . . which reads, ‘If my people, 
which are called by my Name shall 
humble themselves and pray and seek 
my face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then I will hear from heaven and 
forgive their sin and will heal their 
land.’ ’’ 

The President also said: ‘‘This pas-
sage expresses my hopes for the future 
of this Nation and the world.’’ 

b 1745 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY), chairman 
of the Agriculture Committee and a 
colleague of mine on the Armed Serv-
ices Committee. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for the time and for 
leading this effort tonight to recognize 
National Bible Week and the impor-
tance of it. 

Mr. Speaker, above your head is em-
blazoned the national motto of our 
country, which says, ‘‘In God we 
Trust.’’ We all say that quite often, 
but, quite frankly, we have no idea of 
how to trust in a God that we don’t 
know anything about. So the question 
is: How do we know God and we know 
we can trust Him? 

Mr. Speaker, we know God because 
the inspired Word of God is the Bible. 
Through the chapters of the Old Testa-
ment and the New Testament, those 
truths are laid out by which we can 
know God and understand His ways, or 
try to understand His ways, try to un-
derstand the fact that His Son came to 
this Earth and lived and died to save us 
from our sins, that we might rely on 
Him as our personal savior and the 
only gateway in which we can spend 
eternal life in Heaven, but is also here 
for us to live our daily lives day-to- 
day. In the truths of the Bible, we can 
live our lives, interact with each other, 
and do that in a way that is pleasing to 
God. 

John Adams wrote that only a moral 
and religious people can self-govern. 
We have enjoyed a self-governance 
scheme of governance now for 242 
years, but that moral and religious 
high ground that John Adams was ref-
erencing is founded in the truths of the 
Bible. 

If each of us is free to decide what is 
true on our own, then we are in big 
trouble. That is where our Nation is 
leading us today. We are separating 
ourselves from that moral high ground 
that is laid out in the Bible in very 
clear and convincing terms to our own 
peril. 

There are a lot of things going on in 
this Nation that God can’t bless. Most 
of us here tonight would argue that we 
are a blessed nation: blessed with re-
sources, blessed with oceans on both 
sides that have protected us during the 
infancy of our Nation, blessed with 
hardworking people, blessings up and 
down the list in which God has blessed 
us. 

Are we, in fact, a blessable people? 
When God looks at America today, 

does He look at a people who are 
blessable or worthy of being blessed? 

We have things going on in our Na-
tion today, Mr. Speaker, that are an 
abomination. We have killed 60 million 
babies in 45 years. God can’t long bless 
a nation who stays on that path of kill-
ing those infants. 

Putting it a different way, those 
early children who were aborted fol-
lowing Roe v. Wade would be 45 years 
old today. They would be at the prime 
of life. They would be leaders in this 
Nation. They would be doctors, law-
yers, researchers, scientists, and others 
who might have made this world an en-
tirely different place, a much better 
place than it is. But they were not al-
lowed to live those lives that God had 
planned in the womb for each of those 
lives to the fullest. This Nation can’t 
long continue to be blessed if we stay 
on that path. 

How do you correct that? You re-
claim that moral high ground by living 
a moral code. 

I live the Judeo-Christian moral code 
that is set forth in the Bible we are 
honoring tonight. Jesus Christ is my 
personal savior, and I will spend eter-
nity in Heaven based on His death, res-
urrection, and my belief in that. 

We as a nation must begin to turn 
back to that code. Each one of us have 
to live that code in order to reclaim 
that moral high ground. We can’t legis-
late it in these votes in this Chamber. 
You can’t do it in the State capitols. 
You can’t do it in county commis-
sioner’s courts, or you can’t do it in 
city council chambers. This is a deci-
sion that each one of us has to make 
personally to make that happen. 

2 Chronicles 7:14, the promise out of 
the Old Testament, has been referenced 
several times tonight. It is a promise 
that God has made that we can claim. 
In fact, Mr. Speaker, I would argue 
that our Nation has never been in more 
need of claiming that promise than we 
are tonight. 

Turning from our wicked ways is the 
key phrase in that passage. Obviously, 
seeking God’s face and praying is the 
next step. But we have to turn from the 
wicked ways, and that involves decid-
ing what, in fact, is and is not wicked. 
The basis for that decision is in the 
Scriptures of the Bible, the inspired 
Word of God that we are honoring here 
tonight. 

My call is that we claim that promise 
and that we begin to lead those moral 
and religious lives that are required to 
continue to self-govern. If we don’t, 
then self-governance will be lost on fu-
ture Americans. 

Think about this last idea. We cele-
brated this month since the end of 
World War I. The last 100 years, I would 
argue, there has never been a nation 
that has done as much good for the rest 
of the world and asked so little in re-
turn as the United States of America. 

I personally believe that was God’s 
divine mission for us as a nation, to 
protect liberty and freedom, the way 
that we have done the last 100 years. 

Looking at the next 100 years, Mr. 
Speaker, who will take up that mantle 
if we lay it down or it is taken away 
from us? Are we going to look to 
China, Russia, or radical Islam to pro-
tect freedom and defend liberty the 
way we have done the last 100 years? I 
would argue that is not what is going 
to happen. 

If those truths are going to be de-
fended and available to future genera-
tions of all of us in the world, then 
America must reclaim the moral high 
ground and protect self-governance the 
way we must. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an important 
week. I appreciate my colleagues’ con-
versations tonight. I would ask that 
God continue to bless each and every 
one of us, that God bless Texas, and 
that God continue to bless the United 
States of America. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his words and for his 
service to our country. 

The gentleman mentioned: How do 
we know this book is true? People put 
a lot of faith in it, sometimes to the 
point of death, but how do they know it 
is really true? 

One reason many people respect the 
Bible and believe it is that it has 
prophesied and told future events 
which came true exactly as foretold. In 
the Old Testament, there are many 
predictions that were given to prove 
that the speaker, who claimed to be a 
prophet, was divinely inspired so, if 
and when those predictions came true, 
it would validate the words of that 
prophet; if they did not come true, it 
showed him to be a false prophet. 

The Book of Daniel, for instance, 
contains scores of detailed prophecies 
that were literally fulfilled. Skeptics 
have fallen back to the position that 
Daniel must have written after the fact 
because those prophecies were so amaz-
ingly precise and did come true. 

But we know, later, through history 
and archeology, that the Book of Dan-
iel was found in its entirety in the 
Greek’s Septuagint version and par-
tially in the Dead Sea Scrolls. Both of 
those predated the events that were 
prophesied, so those prophecies were 
made in advance of the historical 
events which came true. 

The rise and fall of empires, the cap-
ture and destruction of cities, and the 
destiny of kings all were prophesied 
about in minute detail. This is an ex-
ample where archeology and history 
have literally confirmed those and hun-
dreds of other such prophecies as hav-
ing come true, which is a validation of 
the truth of the Bible. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. JOHNSON), the in-
coming chairman of the Republican 
Study Committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank my colleague, Con-
gressman LAMBORN, for organizing this 
Special Order, recognizing the 77th an-
nual National Bible Week in America. 
As we know and has been said today, 
this is a declaration that was first 
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made by President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt just weeks before the start of 
World War II. 

As we do on this occasion every year, 
my colleagues and I extol the virtues of 
the Holy Bible. It is the most widely 
published, widely read, most influen-
tial book in all of human history. 

Of course, to us, as Christians, we 
know that it is more than just a ‘‘good 
book.’’ We order our lives upon this 
book. Indeed, as Hebrews 4:12 pro-
claims: ‘‘The word of God is alive and 
active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing 
soul and spirit, joints, and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of 
the heart.’’ 

What I want to address in my brief 
remarks today is one of the common 
misconceptions that exist about the 
use of the Bible in our public school 
classrooms. This is a very practical 
issue that many of us have to address 
back home. 

Earlier this year, Mr. Speaker, I 
joined with my good friend, Louisiana 
Attorney General Jeff Landry, who is a 
former distinguished Member of this 
body, to create this free joint publica-
tion that we entitled, ‘‘The Louisiana 
Student Rights Review: Answers to 
Common Questions about Religious 
Freedom in Schools.’’ Because there 
are so many questions, we wanted to 
make a user-friendly guide for parents, 
teachers, coaches, school administra-
tors, and school systems around our 
State to answer those frequently asked 
questions. 

One of the big questions we answered 
for all those stakeholders, interest 
groups, and students was this one, and 
it comes right out of page 4 of our pub-
lication. It says: ‘‘Can the Bible and 
other religious texts be used appro-
priately in a public school classroom?’’ 

This is the simple answer that we 
gave. We said: ‘‘Yes.’’ 

More than half a century ago, the 
U.S. Supreme Court clarified that ‘‘the 
Bible is worthy of study for its literary 
and historic qualities,’’ and that such 
study of the Bible or of religion, when 
presented objectively as part of a sec-
ular program of education, is perfectly 
lawful when relevant and appropriate 
to the subject matter of the class. 

We cited in here the Supreme Court 
cases that make that very clear. There 
really isn’t any legal ambiguity about 
this at all. 

Unfortunately, there are a number of 
interest groups on the other side of 
this issue that engage in a campaign of 
fear, misinformation, and intimida-
tion. They try to convince Americans 
and public school children all across 
the country that religion is somehow a 
bad thing, is off limits, and that you 
can’t have your Bible on school cam-
pus, but it is just simply not true. 

Mr. Speaker, this is so important for 
everybody to understand. 

Contrary to widespread belief, the 
Bible never has been banned from pub-
lic schools, and it is, indeed, an appro-
priate course of study, especially to 

promote academic excellence and cul-
tural literacy. 

Here is the important point. The Dic-
tionary of Cultural Literacy observes 
this: ‘‘No one in the English-speaking 
world can be considered literate with-
out a basic knowledge of the Bible. . . . 
The Bible is essential for under-
standing many of the moral and spir-
itual values of our culture, whatever 
our religious beliefs.’’ 

That is precisely correct. 
We should ask ourselves: How can 

students possibly be considered well 
educated if they have no basic under-
standing of the Bible’s profound influ-
ence upon the development of our 
country, law, politics, culture, lit-
erature, music, art, history, and vir-
tually every aspect of Western civiliza-
tion? 

When the Bible is removed from 
classrooms, it has the effect of denying 
students a complete understanding of 
history. For this reason, as a service to 
the next generation of Americans, 
every Member of this body should 
strongly encourage the study of the 
Bible as an appropriate part of the pro-
gram of education in our public and 
private schools all over this country. I 
certainly believe in that idea, and I 
know that all my colleagues here today 
would agree wholeheartedly. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I thank the gen-
tleman from Colorado for arranging 
this Special Order. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for those remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Iowa (Mr. KING). 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Colorado for 
recognizing me to speak here on this 
Special Order to honor National Bible 
Week. 

It starts off, for me, this way, Mr. 
Speaker. I will go to Psalm 139:13: ‘‘For 
you created my inmost being; you knit 
me together in my mother’s womb.’’ 

God knew us all in the womb. At the 
moment that we were formed in our 
mother’s womb, from that moment of 
fertilization, that moment of concep-
tion, He gave us life. I believe that is 
also the instant that He places the soul 
in all of us who are created in His 
image. 

Once we recognize that and we recog-
nize also that our Founding Fathers 
understood this as well when they laid 
out the prioritized rights in the Dec-
laration of Independence—and they 
prioritized these rights as the right to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. It wasn’t just pulling three dif-
ferent words out of a grab bag and put-
ting them up there in the Declaration 
of Independence, but, instead, they 
were prioritized. 

Our pursuit of happiness cannot 
trample on anyone else’s liberty or life, 
and exercise of our liberty cannot take 
someone else’s life. Life is the para-
mount right, and this is natural law. It 
is God’s law. It is the laws of nature 
and nature’s God. 

I serve here in this Congress, and, for 
all the time that I have been here, the 

priority has always been to protect in-
nocent unborn human life. That has 
brought about H.R. 490, the Heartbeat 
bill. 

I wear this pin on my lapel, Mr. 
Speaker, every day because I believe it 
saves those lives. H.R. 490 protects 
every baby that can be detected with a 
heartbeat. If a heartbeat can be de-
tected, the baby is protected. 

I want to announce here tonight that 
we are very close to being able to say 
that we will have a markup in the Ju-
diciary Committee very soon on the 
Heartbeat bill, H.R. 490, which protects 
the life of every baby with a heartbeat, 
a certain indicator of life. 

b 1800 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his work on that im-
portant and vital piece of legislation. 

I would now like to yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT). 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend very much. We have been 
friends a long time and brothers in 
Christ during all of that time. 

It is important to give proper rec-
ognition where that recognition is due 
and, actually, the words of John 
Adams, our first Vice President under 
our Constitution, who wrote to Thomas 
Jefferson on Christmas Day 1813 and 
said: ‘‘I have examined all, as well as 
my narrow sphere, my straitened 
means, and my busy life would allow 
me; and the result is that the Bible is 
the best book in the world. It contains 
more of my little philosophy than all 
the libraries I have seen; and such 
parts of it as I cannot reconcile to my 
little philosophy, I postpone for future 
investigation.’’ 

It also should be noted that it was 
the first thing that was published. It 
was in 1782, the United States Congress 
authorized the printing and said that: 
‘‘Whereupon, Resolved, That the 
United States in Congress assembled 
highly approve the pious and laudable 
undertaking of Mr. Aitkin, as subser-
vient to the interest of religion as well 
as an instance of the progress of arts in 
this country, and being satisfied from 
the above report, of his care and accu-
racy in the execution of the work, they 
recommend this edition of the Bible to 
the inhabitants of the United States, 
and hereby authorize him to publish 
this recommendation. . . . ‘’ 

That was the Bible. And even a letter 
from George Washington, wishing that 
that had been published in time that he 
could have made a gift to every one of 
the soldiers in the Revolution. 

But this is a statement—this is my 
uncle’s little New Testament. On the 
front, in metal, it says: ‘‘May the Lord 
be with you.’’ It was given to the mem-
bers of the military in World War II. 
And inside it says: ‘‘The White House, 
Washington. As Commander in Chief, I 
take pleasure in commending the read-
ing of the Bible to all who serve in the 
Armed Forces of the United States. 
Throughout the centuries, men of 
many faiths and diverse origins have 
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found in the Sacred Book words of wis-
dom, counsel, and inspiration. It is a 
fountain of strength and now, as al-
ways, an aid in attaining the highest 
aspirations of the human soul.’’ 
Signed, President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt. 

It was an inspiration then. It is an in-
spiration now. As C.S. Lewis said: This 
is our messages from our home head-
quarters while we are behind what he 
called rebel-occupied territory in this 
world where the prince of darkness is 
too often found. 

It has been the most quoted book in 
the history of Congress, and I would 
hope and pray that will continue. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his remarks and his 
words. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK). 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my friend from Colorado for 
yielding to me. 

Mr. Speaker, ours is not the first na-
tion in history to win its sovereignty 
through a war for independence. Many 
nations in the history of the world 
were established by rebellion against 
tyrannical governments. 

The beginning of most of these rebel-
lions can be identified by a single, pre-
dominant leader who, through their in-
fluence, inspired people to follow their 
cause. But the founding of the United 
States of America is unique because 
there wasn’t one, but hundreds of 
influencers who led their towns, coun-
ties, and colonies towards independ-
ence. 

Ironically, while America’s fight for 
independence centered on the idea of 
liberty for each individual, it was a col-
lective body of influencers who rallied 
around a common cause that sparked 
the flames of liberty. That common 
cause was a bond, a strong belief in the 
moral and spiritual authority of the 
Bible. 

As a newly formed nation, America’s 
future faced numerous internal and ex-
ternal obstacles. The concern of sus-
taining our new Nation didn’t grow 
over time, but was an immediate con-
cern of our Founders. 

According to Maryland delegate Dr. 
James McHenry, as the delegates were 
emerging from the Constitutional Con-
vention at Independence Hall, a lady 
asked Dr. Benjamin Franklin: ‘‘Dr. 
Franklin, what have we got, a republic 
or a monarchy.’’ 

‘‘A Republic,’’ replied the doctor, ‘‘if 
you can keep it.’’ 

You see, Benjamin Franklin was well 
aware of how fragile our new govern-
ment was. Just a few weeks earlier, 
when it appeared that the Constitu-
tional Convention was in jeopardy of 
falling apart, Benjamin Franklin stood 
and reminded the delegates that there 
was one thing missing in their delib-
erations. 

Franklin said: ‘‘The small progress 
we have made after 4 or 5 weeks . . . is 
methinks a melancholy proof of the 
imperfection of the human under-

standing. How has it happened, sir, 
that we have not hitherto once thought 
of humbly applying to the Father of 
lights to illuminate our under-
standings? . . . I have lived, sir, a long 
time, and the longer I live, the more 
convincing proofs I see of this truth, 
that God governs in the affairs of men. 
And if a sparrow cannot fall to the 
ground without His notice, is it prob-
able that an empire can rise without 
His aid? We have been assured, sir, in 
the sacred writings, that ‘except the 
Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it.’ I firmly believe 
this; and I also believe that without his 
concurring aid we shall succeed in this 
political building no better than the 
builders of Babel.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, if our Nation, as Ben-
jamin Franklin defined it, could not 
have been founded without the guid-
ance and divine intervention of God, 
then how can we sustain it if we as a 
government have abandoned these 
ideas and principles? 

The answers for every challenge we 
face today as a nation isn’t within the 
Halls of Congress. It is not in the White 
House or in the Supreme Court. The 
answer to these challenges exist in the 
pages of the sacred text, of this ancient 
book, which is as relevant today as it 
was for generations that preceded us. 

The sooner we get back to these basic 
principles, Mr. Speaker, the sooner we 
can restore the promises of freedom, 
equality, and liberty for everyone. 

Mr. Speaker, ours is not the first nation in 
history to win its sovereignty through a war for 
independence, many nations in the history of 
the world were established by rebellion 
against tyrannical governments. The begin-
nings of most rebellions can be identified by a 
single, predominate leader who, through their 
influence, inspired the people to follow their 
cause. In ancient Israel, it was King David, for 
Scotland it was William Wallace, England had 
Cornwallis and France had Napoleon Bona-
parte. 

But the founding of the United States of 
America is unique because there was not one, 
but hundreds of influencers who lead their 
towns, counties and colonies towards inde-
pendence. 

Ironically, while America’s fight for inde-
pendence centered on the idea of liberty for 
the individual, it was a collective body of 
influencers who rallied around a common 
cause that sparked the flames of liberty. How-
ever, there was a common thread that bound 
our Founders together. That bond was a 
strong belief in the moral and spiritual author-
ity of the Bible. 

Our Founders and national leaders strongly 
held the belief that religion, morality, principles 
and virtue were the pillars of our society and 
the strength of our government. They also rec-
ognized that the knowledge and understanding 
of our national heritage, and its Biblical foun-
dations, were also of the utmost importance in 
sustaining our young nation. 

As a newly formed nation, America’s future 
faced numerous internal and external obsta-
cles. The concern of sustaining our new nation 
didn’t grow over time but was an immediate 
concern of our Founders. According to Mary-
land delegate, Dr. James McHenry, as the del-

egates were emerging from Independence 
Hall at the close of the Constitutional Conven-
tion, ‘‘A lady asked Dr. Franklin Well Doctor 
what have we got a republic or a monarchy. 
A republic replied the Doctor if you can keep 
it.’’ 

Benjamin Franklin was well aware of how 
fragile our government would be if separated 
from the religious and moral foundations on 
which it was built. Just a few weeks earlier, 
when it appeared that the Constitutional Con-
vention was in jeopardy of falling apart, Ben-
jamin Franklin stood and reminded the dele-
gates that there was one thing missing in their 
deliberations. Franklin said; 

‘‘The small progress we have made after 
four or five weeks, . . . is methinks a melan-
choly proof of the imperfection of the Human 
Understanding . . . How has it happened, Sir, 
that we have not hitherto once thought of 
humbly applying to the Father of lights to illu-
minate our understandings? . . . ‘‘I have lived, 
Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more 
convincing proofs I see of this truth—that God 
governs in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow 
cannot fall to the ground without his notice, is 
it probable that an empire can rise without his 
aid? We have been assured, Sir, in the sacred 
writings, that ‘‘except the Lord build the House 
they labor in vain that build it.’’ I firmly believe 
this; and I also believe that without his concur-
ring aid we shall succeed in this political build-
ing no better than the Builders of Babel:’’ 

Mr. Speaker, if our nation, as Benjamin 
Franklin defined it, could not have been found-
ed without the guidance and divine interven-
tion of God, then how can we sustain it if we, 
as a government, have abandoned these 
ideas and principles? 

Over the period of the last year, I have had 
first-hand experience of crime and violence. 
Our nation has been inundated with acts of 
evil and violence over the past several years 
and it seems to me that the most immediate 
reaction by some of our elected representa-
tives, especially those in Congress, is to cre-
ate more laws. However, according to one of 
our Founders, Benjamin Rush, creating more 
law is the wrong approach to end crime and 
violence. 

Benjamin Rush, was a signer of the Dec-
laration of Independence, a physician, and ed-
ucator but he is best known as the ‘‘Father of 
Public Schools.’’ Benjamin Rush advised us 
‘‘In contemplating the political institutions of 
the United States, I lament that we waste so 
much time and money in punishing crimes, 
and take so little pains to prevent them. We 
profess to be republicans and yet we neglect 
the only means of establishing and perpet-
uating our republican forms of government; 
that is, the universal education of our youth in 
the principles of Christianity by means of the 
Bible.’’ 

According to Benjamin Rush, the best way 
to avoid violence and crime is to teach moral-
ity to our children. However, Benjamin Rush 
wasn’t the only advocate of teaching biblical 
principles in our schools. The author of the 
preamble of our Constitution, Gouverneur Mor-
ris also believed in the importance of teaching 
the Bible as a core subject in America’s 
schools, he stated ‘‘Religion is the only solid 
basis of good morals; therefore education 
should teach the precepts of religion and the 
duties of man towards God.’’ 

Today, we have not only veered away from 
teaching these ideas in our schools, in some 
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school systems even the very mention of the 
Bible will prompt a rash of court challenges. 
Mr. Speaker, it is interesting to note that these 
lawsuits claim that the use of the Bible or 
prayers in our schools violates the ‘‘establish-
ment clause’’ of the first Amendment of the 
Constitution. However, it is ironic that the au-
thor of the freedom of religion clause, Fisher 
Ames, stated; ‘‘Should not the Bible regain the 
place it once held as a schoolbook? Its morals 
are pure, its examples are captivating and 
noble. . . . In no Book is there so good 
English, so pure and so elegant, and by 
teaching all the same they will speak alike, 
and the Bible will justly remain the standard of 
language as well as of faith.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, our Founders believed that the 
Bible played an important role in education, 
but they also believed it was a foundation of 
our government. As the second President of 
these United States, John Adams, often spoke 
of the importance that religion and morality 
holds in our national government. In a speech 
to officers of the Massachusetts militia Adams 
explained that, ‘‘We have no government 
armed with power capable of contending with 
human passions unbridled by morality and reli-
gion. Avarice, ambition, revenge, or gallantry, 
would break the strongest cords of our Con-
stitution as a whale goes through a net. Our 
Constitution was made only for a moral and 
religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the 
government of any other.’’ 

In a letter to Thomas Jefferson, John 
Adams reiterates the principles on which our 
nation was established, and the basis of our 
moral guidelines was the Bible. Adams wrote 
‘‘I have examined all religions, as well as my 
narrow sphere, my straightened means, and 
my busy life, would allow; and the result is 
that the Bible is the best Book in the world. It 
contains more philosophy than all the libraries 
I have seen.’’ 

Thomas Jefferson also acknowledged that 
the Bible was the source of the standards of 
moral conduct for America; he wrote ‘‘Of all 
the systems of morality, ancient or modern, 
which have come under my observation, none 
appear to me so pure as that of Jesus.’’ 

The importance of the Bible and its moral 
foundations was not just limited to the Execu-
tive and Legislative branches. John Jay, the 
first Chief Justice of the United States Su-
preme Court expressed his sentiments on the 
importance of a society that holds to Biblical 
principles. The most effective way to preserve 
peace among the people of our nation and to 
avoid war with others, Jay wrote, ‘‘. . . is by 
extending the prevalence and influence of the 
gospel. Real Christians will abstain from vio-
lating the rights of others, and therefore will 
not provoke war . . .’’ 

I think it is most appropriate to conclude my 
remarks, by using the words of another influ-
ential American, Noah Webster. Webster is 
most known for his contributions to early 
American education and is considered the 
‘‘Schoolmaster to America’’ and the ‘‘Father of 
American Scholarship and Education.’’ 

Noah Webster admonished us to, ‘‘. . . not 
forget the religious character of our origin. Our 
fathers were brought hither by their high ven-
eration for the Christian religion. They jour-
neyed by its light, and labored in its hope. 
They sought to incorporate its principles with 
the elements of their society, and to diffuse its 
influence through all their institutions, civil, po-
litical, or literary. Let us cherish these senti-

ments, and extend this influence still more 
widely; in full conviction that that is the 
happiest society which partakes in the highest 
degree of the mild and peaceful spirit of Chris-
tianity.’’ 

The answers for every challenge we face 
today as a nation isn’t within the halls of Con-
gress, in the White House or in the Supreme 
Court. The answer to these challenges exists 
in the pages of the sacred texts of this ancient 
text that is as relevant to us today, as it was 
for the generations that have preceded us. 
The sooner that we get back to these basic 
principles, the sooner we can restore the 
promises of freedom, equality and liberty for 
everyone. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. BABIN). 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend and colleague from Colorado, 
DOUG LAMBORN, for yielding to me. 

As we celebrate the 77th annual Na-
tional Bible Week, I want to remind 
you that it falls on the same week as 
Thanksgiving, a very appropriate time 
for a book that I am very, very thank-
ful for, a book that men like William 
Tyndale died for. He was burned at the 
stake simply for translating the Bible 
into English. 

I come to the floor today to speak on 
what the Bible means to me. 

Simply put, the Bible means every-
thing to me. It has shaped the way that 
I live my life. It has helped me serve 
the people of the 36th District of Texas 
through two terms. 

It has not always been an easy job, 
but through the trials and hard days, I 
find comfort in the words from some of 
my favorite Scriptures. The same is 
true on the good days. I rejoice that 
the Lord has chosen me to serve in 
such a time as this. 

Our country was founded on great 
principles, many of which are Scrip-
tural. Our Founders wanted this coun-
try to have a strong Judeo-Christian 
faith. We see this truth throughout our 
Constitution and through the writings 
of the time: ‘‘We hold these truths to 
be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights, that among these are life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness,’’ 
one of the most profound phrases in 
our Declaration of Independence that 
acknowledged God’s role in our found-
ing. 

America was founded on our cov-
enant with our Lord, and that covenant 
is spelled out in the only written 
record that we have of these great 
truths, and that is the Bible. 

It saddens me to see our country 
moving away from these great prin-
ciples who many consider passe. It is a 
roadmap for our lives if we would look. 
These same principles have allowed our 
country to endure war, division, and 
depression. 

I worry about the future of my 14 
beautiful grandchildren if we as a na-
tion do not return to the Bible as it 
continues to weather the test of time. 

It is the only one thing that we as 
Christians have that is divinely in-
spired, perfect in every way, immu-
table, never changing, and never will. 

Its principles and teachings can be 
applied to every season, every year, 
and throughout every stage of our 
lives. It also gives us a picture of the 
perfect love and the perfect sacrifice of 
our Savior. 

John 3:16 tells us: ‘‘God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.’’ 

We all fall short in sin. None are per-
fect, but no matter how egregious the 
sin, through Jesus, we are all forgiven. 

There are no words to express every-
thing that the Bible has done for my 
life. From my youth to my marriage, 
to my time raising my family in east 
Texas, my career as a dentist and my 
time here as a Congressman, I have re-
lied on the God-inspired words in both 
the Old and New Testament to guide 
me and teach me, and it has never let 
me down. 

I will leave you with an encouraging 
verse from Job in the Old Testament, 
that our souls are indeed eternal: 
For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
And He shall stand at last on the Earth; 
And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, 
That in my flesh I shall see God, 
Whom I shall see for myself, 
And my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
How my heart yearns within me. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Texas for his 
words. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN). 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to thank Congressman LAM-
BORN for setting aside this Special 
Order. 

We are following up National Bible 
Week, so as the listeners know, Na-
tional Bible Week is the week sur-
rounding Thanksgiving. 

Why is National Bible Week relevant 
to us today? As those of us who look at 
America and see storm clouds ahead, 
we have got to remember John Adams’ 
statement: ‘‘Our Constitution was only 
for a moral religious people. It is whol-
ly inadequate to the government of any 
other.’’ 

We have to remember, if we are going 
to continue to enjoy the benefits we 
have of our Constitution, we must one 
more time become that moral and reli-
gious people who John Adams warned 
us we had to be. 

One more quote from John Adams on 
the Bible: ‘‘A society that adopted the 
Bible as its only law book and lived ac-
cording to its precepts would be a uto-
pia.’’ 

So, clearly, by a moral and religious 
people, John Adams meant a people 
who believe in the Bible. 

Now, which parts of the Bible did our 
forefathers look at? There are quotes 
all over the place from our forefathers 
in the Bible. 

It kind of surprised me a couple of 
years ago when I found out that the 
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book in the Bible that our forefathers 
quoted the most was Deuteronomy. 
How often, when you hear somebody 
quote a Bible verse, do they turn to 
Deuteronomy? Not very often. 

Why did our forefathers turn to Deu-
teronomy? Because the rules and the 
buildup to the founding of Israel took 
place in the Book of Deuteronomy, 
which may have largely been by Moses 
himself. 

And I will point out in the room that 
we are right now, we have a relief of 
Moses. We have 30-some reliefs of var-
ious great thinkers throughout society 
in this room, but whoever put together 
this room in the Capitol put Moses in 
the head position overlooking this 
Chamber. 

Now, I will encourage listeners out 
there, including clergy, as they reflect 
on National Bible Week, to read a book 
of the Bible you usually don’t read. 
Read Deuteronomy. Tell your con-
gregation about it. It was the book 
that I think our forefathers felt should 
be read so that we could duplicate the 
Jewish republic, which was soon to be 
founded, because I think our fore-
fathers wanted America to be a coun-
try blessed by God as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
Congressman LAMBORN one more time 
for setting aside this time on National 
Bible Week. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Wisconsin for his 
remarks on Deuteronomy which con-
tains, among others, the passages, the 
reciting of the Ten Commandments. 

I yield to the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. BUDD). 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman from Colorado, 
DOUG LAMBORN, for yielding. He is one 
of the buckles of the Bible Belt in Colo-
rado and in our country, and I thank 
him for this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to recognize the 
77th annual National Bible Week, as so 
many of my colleagues are doing this 
evening. 

The late Reverend Billy Graham 
from my home State of North Carolina 
was put to rest just down this hallway 
earlier this year. We are grateful for 
his life and for what he meant to our 
home State in North Carolina. He said: 
‘‘Being a Christian is more than just an 
instantaneous conversion. It is a daily 
process whereby you grow to be more 
and more like Christ.’’ 

Well, what does the daily process 
that Reverend Graham is referring to 
here look like? And how do we obtain a 
life that looks more and more like 
Christ daily? 

I believe the answer is found, in part, 
by daily thought and meditation on the 
Word of God, and I wholeheartedly be-
lieve 2 Timothy 3:16 and 17, that says: 
‘‘All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.’’ 

We also know that the Word of God is 
alive, so my colleagues have referred to 

this verse in Hebrews 4:12, which says: 
‘‘For the word of God is alive and ac-
tive. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing 
soul and the spirit, joints and marrow; 
it judges the thoughts and the atti-
tudes of the heart.’’ 

b 1815 

I could go on and on. But, again, I 
want to say how important this book is 
to me. For those who are in need of 
strength and direction, if they went to 
the middle, they will find the Psalms. 
If they go just to the right, they will 
find the Proverbs. 

Proverbs 3:5–6: ‘‘Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and do not lean on 
your own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He will 
make straight your paths.’’ 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from Colorado for this Special 
Order. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. JODY B. HICE). 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I am honored to be here to 
stand in belief and on behalf of the 
greatest book of the history of the 
world, the Bible. 

There is absolutely no book ever that 
has had a greater impact on my life 
and continues to have the greatest im-
pact on my life. Every day here in Con-
gress, I begin with time in God’s Word, 
every day before coming to this Cham-
ber and other meetings and responsibil-
ities. 

As a pastor for 25-plus years, it has 
been the greatest honor of my life to 
teach God’s Word week in and week 
out, to proclaim the principles of spir-
itual liberty and freedom that comes 
from a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ and the fact that he died for us 
and rose again. The good news, as it is 
referred to in the Scripture, is the 
greatest news the world has ever had. 

The Bible has also had an amazing 
impact in our country. Right here in 
this Chamber, as has been referenced 
already this evening from some of my 
other colleagues, Robert Aitken came 
here from Scotland. He migrated here 
to Philadelphia and started a news-
paper. He later became the publishing 
company that recorded the Journals of 
both the House and the Senate. Then 
he requested that this Chamber publish 
the Bible in English, which this Cham-
ber voted to do in September of 1782. 

This Chamber encouraged the citi-
zens of this country to read the Bible. 
It became the Bible of the American 
Revolution. 

I believe today that this Chamber, 
this country, would be well served, bet-
ter served, if we would take the teach-
ings of Scripture. Things like not to 
view ourselves and esteem ourselves 
more highly as we ought, but to esteem 
others as more important than our-
selves; Scriptures like the Golden Rule, 
to treat others the way we want to be 
treated; to not be overcome with evil 

but to overcome evil with good, all 
these are found in the Word of God. 

These issues that we face today can-
not be answered from the wisdom of 
these Halls, but they can be found only 
as we submit ourselves, once again, to 
the truths of God’s Word. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for giving this opportunity and 
leading this Special Order. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to inquire from the Speaker how 
much time is remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SMUCKER). The gentleman from Colo-
rado has 30 seconds remaining. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank everyone who came here. I ap-
preciate their great comments. 

Thousands of years ago, Isaiah said: 
‘‘The grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the word of our God stands for-
ever.’’ 

Civilizations have come and gone; 
people have come and gone; and gen-
erations have come and gone. Here we 
are in the year 2018 still celebrating, 
commemorating, and depending on the 
Bible, the Word of God. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

STANDING AGAINST THE TIDE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

NORMAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROHRABACHER) for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise with a sense of awe and 
gratitude that God and the voters have 
permitted me to be a Member of this 
body, the House of Representatives, for 
the last 30 years. At least for me, my 
time here has permitted me the oppor-
tunity to earn a living by advocating 
policies and programs that I believed 
would improve the well-being of the 
American people and would be con-
sistent with the ideals and principles of 
our country, the United States of 
America. 

I came here after spending 7 years as 
a senior speechwriter for President 
Ronald Reagan as well as 2 years of 
that in the Reagan White House as a 
special assistant to the President. My 
experiences in the Reagan White House 
gave me valuable understandings of 
many issues of the day as well as con-
tacts that, over the years, I put to good 
use. The longer I have been here in 
Washington, the more appreciative I 
am for the leadership and policies of 
President Ronald Reagan. 

When he left office 30 years ago, our 
economy was strong; the Cold War was 
ending as the Soviet Union disinte-
grated; and Ronald Reagan handed over 
to our generation, a new generation of 
Americans, a country with an upward 
trajectory and with tremendous poten-
tial. He restored to America that sense 
of optimism that is so much a part of 
our character. 

It was an honor to have served at his 
side in the White House, and, yes, I am 
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proud to have served with the men and 
women in this Congress from all over 
our country who represented both 
America’s diversity and dedication to 
high values. 

Yes, looking back, I am disappointed 
that our government while I have been 
here did not achieve all that was pos-
sible. But at the same time, I think 
both Republicans and Democrats in 
this House of Representatives can be 
proud of what has been accomplished 
both nationally, and, yes, what they 
have accomplished back home in try-
ing to meet the needs of their people, 
trying to make sure that their own 
citizens were served, thus making 
America a better place not just from 
the top down here in Washington but 
from the bottom up as well. I know 
many of my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle care deeply about their own 
constituents and have spent so much 
time, when they could have been with 
their own families, helping the families 
who have elected them to come to Con-
gress. 

I cannot think of a life I would rather 
have lived, the highs and the lows; the 
idealism and the pragmatism; the cour-
age and the weakness; the disappoint-
ments, and, yes, the joyous outcomes 
that I have seen here as part of this liv-
ing institution in its 230 years of legis-
lative service to the people of the 
United States. 

Since our country’s government was 
established back in 1789, fewer than 
11,000 individuals have served in the 
United States House of Representa-
tives. 

Davy Crockett was one of them, me-
morialized as a fierce frontiersman 
who later died a heroic death battling 
for Texas independence at the Alamo. I 
found his courage under fire here as a 
Member of Congress to be much more 
inspiring than his accomplishments on 
the battlefield. 

Yes, we should look at Andrew Jack-
son and Davy Crockett and what hap-
pened between those two. The fact is, 
Davy Crockett was elected to Congress 
as a supporter of Andrew Jackson when 
he ran for President. In fact, as a fierce 
Indian fighter, he was expected to be at 
Andrew Jackson’s side. Jackson was a 
man who had won many military bat-
tles, and many of those military bat-
tles were fought and his victories were 
brought on by the fact that he had a 
large number of American Indians as 
part of his battle group, part of his 
Army. 

He promised those Indians who had 
fought with him at the various battles, 
against other Indian tribes and against 
the British at the Battle of New Orle-
ans, that they, too, would be part of 
our country. Davy Crockett was there 
when those promises were made. 

Later, when Davy Crockett came 
here to this body, to this Congress, and 
Andrew Jackson betrayed those men 
and women—those Americans who hap-
pened to be American Indians—when he 
betrayed them, Davy Crockett would 
have nothing to do with it. Davy 

Crockett stood firm, and, yes, it was 
memorialized in the Walt Disney se-
ries. As we were young, we saw that. 
But that did not capture the essence of 
what happened at that time. 

David Crockett, the man who was the 
Indian fighter, elected there by the 
people of his State to come here and 
support President Jackson, stood 
against that President, and he stood 
for integrity, honor, courage, and 
truthfulness. He got up before the Con-
gress and opposed the Indian Exclusion 
Act that had been supported by Andrew 
Jackson. 

For that, one would think, that tre-
mendous show of courage, people would 
admire David Crockett and say: Look, 
what a great thing. He is standing up 
against a very powerful man with pow-
erful interest groups even in his own 
district. 

Yes, there were powerful interest 
groups in his own district who wanted 
to steal the land of the American Indi-
ans who lived there. David Crockett, 
thus, in his next election, was defeated. 

Then David Crockett, of course, hav-
ing been defeated in Congress, having 
his own people turned against him and 
not willing to stand up with him, went 
on to Texas where he then, through 
acts of physical courage, not just the 
ones that he exemplified on the floor of 
the House, showed the physical courage 
at the Battle of the Alamo. 

As I say, we Americans should take 
at least as much pride, if not more 
pride, in that stand that he took in 
Congress against the Indian Exclusion 
Act, which was a betrayal of the Amer-
ican Indians. 

When I got to Congress, I looked for 
the speech that David Crockett gave. I 
could not find it in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. I could not find it anywhere. 
Apparently, Andrew Jackson or some 
powerful person had actually pushed 
that aside so people wouldn’t be able to 
find it. 

I had my staff look for it and finally 
found a copy in the Library of Con-
gress. I had my staff give that to me. It 
was a rendition of that speech that 
Davy Crockett gave, and I had that put 
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

During my time here in the people’s 
House, as we like to call ourselves, I 
am proud that I, too, have stood 
against the tide when it was sweeping 
in the wrong direction. Yes, when you 
stand against the tide, when you stand 
against a direction in which people are 
making a profit, sometimes people 
whose egos are at stake on certain 
issues, you make enemies. 

But I have always thought, and I be-
lieve even to this day, Members of Con-
gress should not be afraid to make en-
emies, because if you are making an 
enemy, yes, you may have to suffer 
some personal consequences. But if you 
aren’t making some people, even pow-
erful people, mad at you, you are not 
doing your job. You are not going to 
change things. 

It is much better for people to stand 
up and take that punishment, because 

what the American people want us to 
do is to stand up for principle and what 
we think is right. If we later lose, we 
have done what we thought was right. 

I would love and hope that, someday, 
I do something that would make me 
have any type of recognition as some-
one who did take several stands while a 
Member of Congress that added great 
difficulty to my life. Most recently, I 
have felt that. 

During the time that I was with Ron-
ald Reagan and before, I had a posi-
tion—as Davy Crockett did as an In-
dian fighter—I was in a position as one 
of the fierce warriors of the Cold War. 
I was never in the U.S. military, but I 
did do things in Vietnam during the 
Vietnam war and behind the Iron Cur-
tain as well as other activities that I 
did to fight against communism. 

During my time in the Reagan White 
House, I worked with the President on 
many of his bold statements and 
worked with people in developing what 
they call the Reagan Doctrine, which 
enabled our country to defeat the So-
viet Union and bring it down without 
having a direct conflict between U.S. 
troops and Soviet troops. I thought 
that was a tremendous accomplish-
ment. I am proud to have been part of 
the development of that doctrine, and I 
brought that knowledge with me here 
to Congress. 

But after the fall of communism, 
after the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union, I believed that it was time that 
we were working for peace. Ronald 
Reagan always talked about peace 
through strength. The goal was not 
strength; the goal was peace. 

I felt that we needed to go and reach 
out to try to find ways of working with 
Russia and to try to meet more of our 
mutually beneficial goals, but also 
goals that would be achievable and 
helpful to the entire world. We needed 
to do that, and Russia was in turmoil. 

I might just note that there were 
some people who didn’t share my desire 
to try to bring Russia into the family 
of nations and wanted to continue to 
treat Russia as a pariah and also try to 
have American policy be unrelenting 
hostility toward anything that Russia 
would do. Communism was our enemy; 
the Russian people were not. 

Ronald Reagan reached out to Gorba-
chev. Ronald Reagan did have an iron 
fist, and he helped the freedom fighters 
against those Soviet-backed regimes. 
But at the same time, he reached out 
to the Russian leadership and the Rus-
sian people. 

b 1830 

Over these last few years there have 
been very powerful segments here in 
Washington, D.C., who want to reignite 
the Cold War. They want war with Rus-
sia. I have tried to stand firm and be 
reasonable, but it has made me very 
powerful enemies. But I am proud that 
I made that stand, and I think the 
American people want us to cooperate 
with Russia where it is mutually bene-
ficial. 
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I have been over and over again la-

beled Putin’s favorite Congressman. 
That is absolutely absurd. I will say 
right now I believe that everything I 
have ever done in this body has been 
based on my love of my country and 
thinking of what would be good for the 
people of the United States. In this 
case, working with Russia in order to 
defeat radical Islamic terrorists who 
threaten us was the right thing to do. 

The same with maybe working with 
India, Japan, and Russia, and these 
other countries. But instead, we have 
had just, as I say, an unrelenting effort 
on the part of some powerful interests 
to keep America and Russia in a hos-
tile situation. We should be able to 
talk to people and try to work out dif-
ferences, rather than trying to estab-
lish something that would lead to 
armed conflict eventually. So I have 
taken a lot of hits on that and I con-
sider that to be the right thing to do. 

Over the years, of course, I am very 
grateful for other things that I have 
been able to play a role in and actually 
succeeded in. For example, when I first 
came here 30 years ago, we had a 
Democratic majority. But later, when 
we won a Republican majority, I was 
granted—and I was in the Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee—I 
was granted the chairmanship of the 
Space Subcommittee in the Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee. 
That was the prime subcommittee in 
science. I oversaw America’s space pro-
gram for 8 years. 

I am very proud and grateful that I 
had the opportunity in those 8 years to 
make a lasting difference in the way 
America’s space program has been con-
figured. Before then, it was always just 
government employees, bureaucrats, 
NASA, and military space ventures. 
There wasn’t a commercial space in-
dustry. 

I made sure, when I had a challenge 
of balancing the budget here, knowing 
that the way to bring more money was 
to encourage the private sector to in-
vest. I worked on and I passed legisla-
tion designed to help promote commer-
cial space activities here in the United 
States. I am very proud of what we 
have accomplished. 

But now we have Blue Origin, 
SpaceX, Virgin Galactic. There are 10 
or 20 different space programs that are 
at work today. And we have vast plans 
that are being made by private compa-
nies to develop space. For example, to 
develop observation of the Earth and 
monitoring satellites that will help us. 
Look at what we are doing with guid-
ance systems now, our GPS systems, et 
cetera. 

I am very, very honored and pleased 
and grateful that God gave me and this 
Congress gave me in those 8 years the 
right to be chairman of that committee 
and be part of this type of change for 
the better that now is reaping good 
benefits for our country and the world. 

I also have been very active while 
here on science and technology issues. 
For example, the patent issue. Many 

people don’t even look at patents. They 
yawn when you say it. But the fact is, 
Americans have had the benefit of the 
strongest patent system in the world. 
And thus our investors, from the very 
Constitution where the patent law was 
written into our Constitution, have 
had that benefit of our creative genius 
and of our people being protected in 
order that they can be nurtured. Thus, 
the number one development of new 
technology in the world has come from 
Americans. 

I have for the last 20 years, at least— 
maybe 25 years now—been one to de-
feat and champion the cause of the in-
dividual inventor in America. Amer-
ican people aren’t interested in some-
thing that complicated. It is hard for 
them to understand that multinational 
corporations, many of them headed by 
Americans, have been trying to under-
cut the patent system in our country. 

I am also very proud that during my 
time here and being recognized as Ron-
ald Reagan’s special assistant when I 
left the White House, my conservative 
credentials gave me the authority and 
gave me the ability to talk to conserv-
ative people throughout the country— 
and, yes, throughout the House and the 
Senate—on the issue of cannabis. 

The fact is, marijuana created an il-
lusion of disruption and of decadence in 
the American peoples’ minds, because 
in the late sixties the use of marijuana 
was so public and it was identified as 
something with hippies and people who 
didn’t like American culture. 

Well, the fact is, cannabis has tre-
mendous service to give to the people 
of our country who are suffering from 
various maladies. Older people, senior 
people, now some of the greatest peo-
ple, are utilizing cannabis—that is, 
marijuana—in order to cure some of 
the problems they face as seniors: the 
aches, the pains, the lack of an appe-
tite, and things such as that. 

We understand that there are chil-
dren who are suffering, when before, no 
one was able to think that cannabis 
might be a cure for the seizures of 
young people; or, who would have ever 
suspected that this opioid epidemic, 
where some people claim the use of 
drugs and opiates started with can-
nabis? No. 

What we are finding out now is can-
nabis is not a gateway door into the 
use of opiates. It is instead a way out. 
It is a way that cannabis can actually 
be used to break the addiction of opi-
ates in our country. 

These are things where there was 
never any research done. I am very 
proud that, with my conservative cre-
dentials, I can talk to a number of my 
Republican colleagues to join with al-
most all of my Democratic colleagues 
and vote to permit the States to decide 
whether or not cannabis would be legal 
or illegal in their State for the medical 
use of marijuana. 

That has brought a great change over 
the last 6 years since my amendment— 
first, the Rohrabacher-Hinchey, then 
Rohrabacher-Farr—and now, over these 

6 years, it is a $6 billion industry now. 
That is $6 billion not going to the drug 
cartels in Mexico. That is $6 billion of 
which can be spent helping people, 
rather than trying to put someone in 
jail for consuming a weed, using all the 
money for law enforcement, jails, 
judges’ time, and police time, rather 
than trying to protect the American 
people. What a waste. 

My colleagues joined with me in 
that. I think that has been a wonderful 
accomplishment that I am very, very 
proud of and very grateful that I had 
the opportunity to be here and express 
that in debate and to reach out to my 
fellow Congressmen here from both 
sides of the aisle and mobilize a major-
ity that got that passed so that the 
Federal Government cannot supersede 
State law now, when it comes to med-
ical marijuana. 

Also, one of the things that I guess is 
something that is people don’t know 
much at all, but during my time before 
Congress and during my time during 
the Reagan years, I was deeply in-
volved with various insurgency groups 
that were trying to defeat the Soviet 
Union, bring down the Soviet Union. 

Part of that is I was able to get to 
know the leadership of the mujahideen 
who were fighting Soviet troops in Af-
ghanistan. In fact, I went to Afghani-
stan and I fought with troops and the 
mujahideen and fought against Soviet 
soldiers at the Battle of Jalalabad. Yes, 
I had that type of experience. 

Later, when our Pakistani friends 
and our Saudi friends betrayed us and 
betrayed the people of Afghanistan by 
supporting the creation of the Taliban, 
a radical Islamic terrorist organization 
our Saudi friends and our Pakistani 
friends created, I continued to go to Af-
ghanistan during that time period, 
while I was here in the Congress, and 
meet with the warlords that I had met 
with during the time that we were 
fighting the Soviet Union. 

One of them, Commander Massoud, 
who I met on a number of occasions, 
was murdered 3 days before 9/11. I knew 
he had been tipped off by other con-
tacts that I had in Afghanistan that 
there was an attack being planned on 
the United States. They said: You will 
know that it is going to happen when 
something major happens in Afghani-
stan that will change the political bal-
ance. It is a signal that the attack will 
go forward. 

I went all over this city when I real-
ized that Commander Massoud was 
murdered 3 days before 9/11, that was 
the signal to move forward on this at-
tack on the United States. I tried to 
warn our administration. I tried to 
warn everyone in the city. No one 
would listen. 

Then, I had a wonderful thing happen 
in my life. Actually, after 9/11, people 
did start to listen. Of course, they did. 
They remembered: DANA ROHRABACHER 
was trying to warn us about this. And 
all of this is happening without public 
view. The public never saw any of this. 

But I was able then to talk to various 
people in our government at high levels 
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of positions and outline for them how 
we should proceed. Our own military, 
our Defense Department wanted to 
send 100,000 American troops or more 
into a frontal attack—an attack from 
Pakistan in the northwest provinces— 
into Afghanistan. 

I was horrified when I heard this. I 
knew that territory. It is the most 
anti-American territory on the planet. 
Our military would have been slaugh-
tered or at least holed up in fortress 
cities like the Russians had been. It 
was a horrible thing. 

I thank God that I had this oppor-
tunity, because I went to the powers 
that be and I told them: You can’t do 
this. This is wrong. They said: What do 
we do? 

I managed to get ahold of General 
Dostum and other ‘‘warlords’’ in Af-
ghanistan to enlist them, and the 
President of the United States, when 
given the alternative of using the war-
lords with special forces teams and 
U.S. air power versus sending in hun-
dreds of thousands of American troops, 
our President chose to use Afghans in 
what they called the Northern Alli-
ance, which I helped create with a 
team of people—Charlie Santos, Paul 
Behrends, and other friends who had 
been working with me in Afghanistan 
over the years—and helped us put that 
together and the President decided to 
go in that direction. I would rec-
ommend the book on the horse sol-
diers: ‘‘12 Strong.’’ There is a movie 
out. It is about that first special forces 
team and General Dostum. 

I believe that I was able that day, by 
convincing the authorities to go in 
that direction, to save thousands and 
thousands of American soldiers’ lives. 
How demoralizing would it have been if 
we had not succeeded in a counter-
attack after 9/11? 

Finally, let me mention a couple of 
things in passing that are those things 
that I discussed that give me pride and 
that I remember; what really also is 
most heartwarming to someone who is 
a Member of Congress is what he or she 
has been able to do for our own con-
stituents. 

As I say, whether you are Repub-
licans or Democrats, we know our job 
is to help our people. Nobody else is 
going to help our people, except us. We 
care about them. Jack Kemp used to 
say: They won’t care what you say un-
less they know that you care about 
them. Unless you can show them you 
care, they don’t care about what you 
say. I never met a Democratic or Re-
publican that didn’t love his constitu-
ents or try to help them. 

During the time period that I have 
been a Member of Congress, we had a 
flood control project. I know that 
sounds not so great here. But the fact 
is, we had a flood control project in Or-
ange County that basically saved 
maybe billions of dollars in flood insur-
ance costs for homeowners in my area 
in Orange County. The flood threat was 
going where people’s lives would have 
been at stake. 

I worked on that and I made sure 
when I first got here and worked with 

other Members of Congress—Democrat 
Members of Congress, because it was a 
Democrat Congress—to help complete 
that project. That is the type of bipar-
tisanship we are capable of. 

We have a water reclamation project 
in Orange County. It is the most high- 
tech water system in the world. We had 
a big drought over these last few years, 
but Orange County was the one county 
that stood alone in not being hurt dra-
matically because we had a system we 
invested in. I brought people from all 
over the world to see that technology, 
and I was able to work with our locals 
to make that happen. 

b 1845 
I was able, over my years, to help 

veterans who were being stood up, vet-
erans who were not getting the service 
they needed. They felt helpless. They 
were, some of them, sick, psycho-
logically wounded by the service that 
they had provided, yet we were not 
helping them. 

My office has helped hundreds of 
these men and women who were in des-
perate need of someone to care for 
them. That is a memory now, a good 
memory, and I know my colleagues, 
Republicans and Democrats, do that. 

And we have changed the rules so 
that now the Veterans Administration 
has to be more caring. They have to 
make sure these people are being taken 
care of. 

I am very proud, again, of the bipar-
tisan approach on these issues of 
human caring for our own constitu-
ents, making America a better place 
from the bottom up instead of from the 
top down. 

Let me just note that there are hun-
dreds of people in my district who 
would have lost their homes about 10 
years ago when we had an economic up-
heaval. People remember the Great Re-
cession. Well, yes, things got really 
bad, and people were losing their 
homes. We established a program, and 
we helped over 500 people in Orange 
County, in my district, to save their 
homes, families that would have lost 
everything. 

Thank God that I was permitted to 
be a Member of this body, because I 
know each and every one of us were 
doing things like that to help those in 
need. 

I have gone to help as many seniors 
who are having trouble with bureauc-
racy, with Social Security; and I have 
also tried to do my best over the years 
to work with organizations, organiza-
tions that add to the benefit and that 
add to the strength, the moral strength 
as well as every other strength of our 
system, organizations, whether they 
are the Rotary Club or whether they 
are the Boy Scouts of America. 

I have pinned on hundreds, if not 
thousands, of Eagle Scout pins for all 
of the Scouts for these last 30 years 
that I have been a Member of Congress 
representing Orange County. 

So we must be loyal, basically, to 
these local people, these people who 
have elected us. That is our job. Our 
job is to watch out for them, for their 
interests. 

I have one last note, and that is this: 
When we look at the immigration 
issue, I would hope that we do so with 
respect for each other and under-
standing that people have good hearts 
on both sides. But I know that, in my 
heart, my main job right now—and it 
has been for every Member of this 
House—should be to watch out for what 
is in the best interests of the American 
people. 

Those people who would like to come 
here illegally, I am sorry. We already 
provide for a million people to come 
here legally. 

We have to make sure the policies we 
set for immigration are what are in the 
interests of the people of the United 
States, and the same with our foreign 
policy. 

I want to say that I am grateful that 
God has given me the opportunity and 
the voters have given me the oppor-
tunity these last 30 years to try to 
serve in the interests of my people, of 
the people of our country, and of those 
ideals our Founding Fathers and Moth-
ers put in place when they risked all in 
the American Revolution back in 1776. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 48 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 2140 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SESSIONS) at 9 o’clock 
and 40 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 88, 
SHILOH NATIONAL MILITARY 
PARK BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT 
AND PARKER’S CROSSROADS 
BATTLEFIELD DESIGNATION ACT 
Mr. BURGESS, from the Committee 

on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 115–1054) on the resolution 
(H. Res. 1160) providing for consider-
ation of the Senate amendment to the 
bill (H.R. 88) to modify the boundary of 
the Shiloh National Military Park lo-
cated in Tennessee and Mississippi, to 
establish Parker’s Crossroads Battle-
field as an affiliated area of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 

reported and found truly enrolled bills 
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of the House of the following titles, 
which were thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 390. An act to provide relief for vic-
tims of genocide, crimes against humanity, 
and war crimes who are members of religious 
and ethnic minority groups in Iraq and 
Syria, for accountability for perpetrators of 
these crimes, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4254. An act to amend the National 
Science Foundation Authorization Act of 
2002 to strengthen the aerospace workforce 
pipeline by the promotion of Robert Noyce 
Teacher Scholarship Program and National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration in-
ternship and fellowship opportunities to 
women, and for other purposes. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on November 26, 2018, she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills: 

H.R. 606. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 1025 
Nevin Avenue in Richmond, California, as 
the ‘‘Harold D. McCraw, Sr., Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 1209. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 901 
N. Francisco Avenue, Mission, Texas, as the 
‘‘Mission Veterans Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 2979. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 390 
West 5th Street in San Bernardino, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Jack H. Brown Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 3230. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 915 
Center Avenue in Payette, Idaho, as the 
‘‘Harmon Killebrew Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 4890. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 9801 
Apollo Drive in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, 
as the ‘‘Wayne K. Curry Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 4913. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 816 
East Salisbury Parkway in Salisbury, Mary-
land, as the ‘‘Sgt. Maj. Wardell B. Turner 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 4946. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 1075 
North Tustin Street in Orange, California, as 
the ‘‘Specialist Trevor A. Win’E Post Of-
fice.’’ 

H.R. 4960. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 511 
East Walnut Street in Columbia, Missouri, 
as the ‘‘Spc. Sterling William Wyatt Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

H.R. 5349. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 1325 
Autumn Avenue in Memphis, Tennessee, as 
the ‘‘Judge Russell B. Sugarmon Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 5504. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 4801 
West Van Giesen Street in West Richland, 
Washington, as the ‘‘Sergeant Dietrich 
Schmieman Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5737. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 108 
West D Street in Alpha, Illinois, as the ‘‘Cap-
tain Joshua E. Steele Post Office’’. 

H.R. 5868. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 530 
Claremont Avenue in Ashland, Ohio, as the 
‘‘Bill Harris Post Office’’. 

H.R. 5935. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 1355 
North Meridian Road in Harristown, Illinois, 
as the ‘‘Logan S. Palmer Post Office’’. 

H.R. 6116. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 362 
North Ross Street in Beaverton, Michigan, 
as the ‘‘Colonel Alfred Asch Post Office’’. 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
further reported that on November 27, 
2018, she presented to the President of 
the United States, for his approval, the 
following bill: 

H.R. 5784. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 2650 
North Doctor Martin Luther King Jr. Drive 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, shall be known and 
designated as the ‘‘Vel R. Phillips Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 41 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, November 29, 2018, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

6980. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Acquisition and Sustainment, Department of 
Defense, transmitting a letter stating that 
the data needed to complete the report on 
the amount of Department of Defense pur-
chases from foreign entities in FY 2018 is not 
yet available, pursuant to 41 U.S.C. 8305; 
Public Law 104-201, Sec. 827 (as amended by 
Public Law 111-350, Sec. 3); (124 Stat. 3833); to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

6981. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Affordable 
Housing Program Amendments (RIN: 2590- 
AA83) received November 21, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

6982. A letter from the Acting Director, Di-
rectorate of Construction, Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Cranes and Derricks in 
Construction: Operator Qualification; [Dock-
et ID: OSHA-2007-0066] (RIN: 1218-AC96) re-
ceived November 21, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

6983. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Mary-
land; Regional Haze Five-Year Progress Re-
port [EPA-R03-OAR-2017-0598; FRL-9986-76- 
Region 3] received November 21, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

6984. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; State 
of Utah; Logan Nonattainment Area Fine 
Particulate Matter State Implementation 
Plan for Attainment of 2006 24-Hour Fine 
Particulate Matter National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards [EPA-R08-OAR-2016-0585; 
FRL-9986-14-Region 8] received November 21, 

2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

6985. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Pyrifluquinazon; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0971; FRL- 
9977-14] received November 21, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

6986. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communication Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Modernization of Media Regulation 
Initiative [MB Docket No.: 17-105]; Revisions 
to Cable Television Rate Regulations [MB 
Docket No.: 02-144]; Implementation of Sec-
tions of the Cable Television Consumer Pro-
tection and Competition Act of 1992: Rate 
Regulation [MM Docket No.: 92-266] [MM 
Docket No.: 93-215]; Adoption of Uniform Ac-
counting System for the Provision of Regu-
lated Cable Service [CS Docket No.: 94-28]; 
Cable Pricing Flexibility [CS Docket No.: 96- 
157] received November 16, 2018, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

6987. A letter from the Chief, Pricing Pol-
icy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Regu-
lation of Business Data Services for Rate-of- 
Return Local Exchange Carriers [WC Docket 
No.: 17-144]; Business Data Services in an 
Internet Protocol Environment [WC Docket 
No.: 16-143]; Special Access for Price Cap 
Local Exchange Carriers [WC Docket No.: 05- 
25] received November 19, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

6988. A letter from the Deputy Chief, Inter-
national Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Amendment of Parts 2 and 25 of 
the Commission’s Rules to Facilitate the Use 
of Earth Stations in Motion Communicating 
with Geostationary Orbit Space Stations in 
Frequency Bands Allocated to the Fixed Sat-
ellite Service [IB Docket No.: 17-95] received 
November 19, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

6989. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — FCC Form 325 Collection [MB Docket 
No.: 17-290]; Modernization of Media Regula-
tion Initiative [MB Docket No.: 17-105] re-
ceived November 16, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

6990. A letter from the Deputy Chief, Mo-
bility Division, Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Review of Part 87 of the Com-
mission’s Rules Concerning the Aviation 
Radio Service [WT Docket No.: 01-289] re-
ceived November 16, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

6991. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
regulatory guide — Applications for Nuclear 
Power Plants (Regulatory Guide 1.206, Revi-
sion 1) received November 19, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

6992. A letter from the Chair and Co-Chair, 
Congressional-Executive Commission on 
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China, transmitting the 2018 Annual Report 
of the Congressional-Executive Commission 
on China, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 6912(g); Pub-
lic Law 106-286, Sec. 302(g); (114 Stat. 897); to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

6993. A letter from the Sanctions Regula-
tions Advisor, Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol, Department of the Treasury, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo Sanctions Reg-
ulations received November 19, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

6994. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Financial Research, transmitting the 
Office’s 2018 Annual Report to Congress, pur-
suant to 12 U.S.C. 5344(d); Public Law 111-203, 
Sec. 154(d); (124 Stat. 1418); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

6995. A letter from the Acting Chief Finan-
cial Officer, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting the Department’s Finan-
cial Report for FY 2018, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) 
(as amended by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); 
(116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

6996. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Government Ethics, transmitting the An-
nual Financial Report for the U.S. Office of 
Government Ethics for FY 2018, pursuant to 
31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 
303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-289, 
Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

6997. A letter from the Acting Commis-
sioner, Social Security Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s Financial 
Report for FY 2018, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) 
(as amended by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); 
(116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

6998. A letter from the Acting Director, 
U.S. Trade and Development Agency, trans-
mitting the Agency’s Performance and Ac-
countability Report, including audited finan-
cial statements, for FY 2018, pursuant to 31 
U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 
303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-289, 
Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

6999. A letter from the Chairman, United 
States International Trade Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s Agency Fi-
nancial Report for FY 2018, pursuant to 31 
U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 
303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-289, 
Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

7000. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
Delisting and Foreign Species, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Removal of the Lesser Long-Nosed 
Bat From the Federal List of Endangered 
and Threatened Wildlife [Docket No.: FWS- 
R2-ES-2016-0138; FXES11130900000 178 
FF09E42000] (RIN: 1018-BB91) received No-
vember 16, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

7001. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
Foreign Species and Delisting, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Removing the Black-Capped Vireo 
From the Federal List of Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife [Docket No.: FWS-R2- 
ES-2016-0110; FXES11130900000 178 FF09E42000] 
(RIN: 1018-BB79) received November 16, 2018, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

7002. A letter from the Supervisory Regula-
tions Specialist, Office of Subsistence Man-
agement, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Subsistence Man-
agement Regulations for Public Lands in 
Alaska-2018-19 and 2019-20 Subsistence Tak-
ing of Wildlife Regulations [Docket No.: 
FWS-R7-SM-2016-0049; FXFR13350700640-189- 
FF07J00000; FBMS#4500117985] (RIN: 1018- 
BB38) received November 16, 20198, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

7003. A letter from the Conservation Policy 
Advisor, National Wildlife Refuge System, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department 
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — 2018-2019 Refuge-Specific 
Hunting and Sport Fishing Regulations 
[Docket No.: FWS-HQ-NWRS-2018-0020; 
FXRS12610900000-189-FF09R20000] (RIN: 1018- 
BC07) received November 16, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

7004. A letter from the Chief, Branch of Do-
mestic Listing, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, Department of the Interior, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Endangered 
and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Des-
ignation of Critical Habitat for Three Plant 
Species on Hawaii Island [Docket Number: 
FWS-R1-ES-2013-0028; 4500030113] (RIN: 1018- 
AZ38) received November 16, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

7005. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
Delisting and Foreign Species, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Reclassifying Tobusch Fishhook Cac-
tus From Endangered to Threatened and 
Adopting a New Scientific Name [Docket 
No.: FWS-R2-ES-2016-0130; FXES11130900000- 
178-FF09E42000] (RIN: 1018-BB90) received No-
vember 16, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

7006. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — Guidance under Section 132(g) for the 
Exclusion from Income of Qualified Moving 
Expense Reimbursements [Notice 2018-75] re-
ceived November 20, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

7007. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final reg-
ulations — Allocation of Costs Under the 
Simplified Methods [TD 9843] (RIN: 1545- 
BG07) received November 20, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

7008. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only 
rule — 2019 Cost-of-Living Adjustments to 
the Internal Revenue Code Tax Tables and 
Other Items (Rev. Proc. 2018-57) received No-
vember 20, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 

for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. SESSIONS: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 1160. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the Senate amendment 
to the bill (H.R. 88) to modify the boundary 
of the Shiloh National Military Park located 
in Tennessee and Mississippi, to establish 
Parker’s Crossroads Battlefield as an affili-
ated area of the National Park System, and 
for other purposes (Rept. 115–1054). Referred 
to the House Calendar. 

f 

TIME LIMITATION OF REFERRED 
BILL 

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII, the 
following action was taken by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 4302. Referral to the Committee on 
Rules extended for a period ending not later 
than December 28, 2018. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. SCHNEIDER (for himself, Mr. 
FOSTER, and Mr. LIPINSKI): 

H.R. 7179. A bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency to revise certain ethylene oxide 
emissions standards under the Clean Air Act, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. CHENEY: 
H.R. 7180. A bill to limit the availability of 

funds to extend the implementation of the 
New START Treaty, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Armed Services, and in 
addition to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. ISSA: 
H.R. 7181. A bill to establish the number of 

Members of the House of Representatives at 
400; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee: 
H.R. 7182. A bill to require a report on 

oligarchs and parastatal entities of Iran, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. MEADOWS: 
H.R. 7183. A bill to develop a report regard-

ing possible duplication of Federal damage 
assessments, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER: 
H.R. 7184. A bill to provide for a ban on the 

retroactive taxation of internet commerce, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Ms. TITUS (for herself, Ms. MOORE, 
Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. DEUTCH, 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
COHEN, Mr. SOTO, Ms. ESTY of Con-
necticut, Ms. LOFGREN, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. CARSON of Indi-
ana, Mr. RICHMOND, Mr. BRENDAN F. 
BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. RUSH, 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE 
JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. ESPAILLAT, 
Mr. VELA, Ms. JUDY CHU of Cali-
fornia, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 
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HASTINGS, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. 
DESAULNIER, Mr. GALLEGO, and Mr. 
YARMUTH): 

H.R. 7185. A bill to amend the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act to estab-
lish a weekend and holiday feeding program 
to provide nutritious food to at-risk school 
children on weekends and during extended 
school holidays throughout the year; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. VEASEY (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN of Maryland, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
Mr. TAKANO, Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas, 
Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. CORREA, Mr. 
SIRES, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. CLARKE 
of New York, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE 
JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. 
COHEN, Ms. NORTON, and Ms. WILSON 
of Florida): 

H.R. 7186. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to modify the upfront guarantee 
fees for certain 7(a) loans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. SCHNEIDER: 
H.R. 7179. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I 

By Ms. CHENEY: 
H.R. 7180. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 9 

By Mr. ISSA: 
H.R. 7181. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 2, clause 3 
The actual Enumeration shall be made 

within three Years after the first Meeting of 
the Congress of the United States, and with-
in every subsequent Term of ten Years, in 
such Manner as they shall by Law direct. 
The Number of Representatives shall not ex-
ceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each 
State shall have at Least one Representa-
tive; 

By Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee: 
H.R. 7182. 

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: 

Under Article I, Section 8, the Necessary 
and Proper Clause. Congress shall have the 
power to make all laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers and all Powers 
vested by this Constitution in the Govern-
ment of the United States, or in any Depart-
ment or Officer thereof. 

By Mr. MEADOWS: 
H.R. 7183. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause I states ‘‘The 

Congress shall have Power to . . . provide for 
the common Defence and general Welfare of 
the United States . . .’’ Article I, Section 8, 
Clause 3 states ‘‘The Congress shall have 
Power to . . . regulate Commerece . . . 
among the several States . . .’’ And; Article 
I, Section 8, Clause 18 states ‘‘The Congress 
shall have Power to . . . make all Laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers, 
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States, 
or in any Department of Officer thereof.’’ 

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER: 
H.R. 7184. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
By Ms. TITUS: 

H.R. 7185. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. VEASEY: 

H.R. 7186. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 154: Mr. NEAL. 
H.R. 391: Mr. POSEY. 
H.R. 547: Mr. BEYER. 
H.R. 656: Mrs. HARTZLER. 
H.R. 919: Mr. BURGESS and Mr. HUNTER. 
H.R. 930: Mr. HARRIS and Mr. ROKITA. 
H.R. 1566: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 1683: Mr. SHIMKUS. 
H.R. 2315: Mr. GRIFFITH, Mr. GROTHMAN, 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. HIGGINS of Lou-
isiana, Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. GIBBS, Mr. ALLEN, Mrs. WAGNER, 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia, Mr. MARCHANT, 
Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. ROGERS of Ala-
bama, and Mr. COLE. 

H.R. 2358: Mr. GALLAGHER, Mr. GIANFORTE, 
Mr. YARMUTH, and Mr. LAWSON of Florida. 

H.R. 3395: Mr. LAHOOD. 
H.R. 3730: Ms. STEFANIK. 
H.R. 3940: Mr. DELANEY. 
H.R. 3963: Mr. KIND. 
H.R. 3988: Mr. HARRIS. 
H.R. 4107: Mr. FERGUSON, Mr. RICHMOND, 

Mr. MULLIN, Mr. EMMER, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Mr. GIANFORTE, Mr. GRIFFITH, Mr. 
BROWN of Maryland, Mr. COSTELLO of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mr. 
RICE of South Carolina, Mr. SMUCKER, Mr. 
ALLEN, Mr. WALDEN, Mr. BOST, Mr. ROUZER, 
Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, 
and Mr. SMITH of Missouri. 

H.R. 4256: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. GALLEGO, 
Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. O’HALLERAN, Mr. VELA, 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Mr. BROWN of Mary-
land, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr. 
SIRES, Mrs. DEMINGS, Mr. CORREA, Mr. KIL-
MER, Mr. NORCROSS, Mrs. MURPHY of Florida, 
Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
RICHMOND, Mr. CLAY, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. 
HECK, Mr. NEAL, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. SMITH of 
Washington, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. 
BERA, Mr. MCNERNEY, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. 
DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, and Mr. 
CARBAJAL. 

H.R. 4444: Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. 
H.R. 4549: Mr. CURTIS. 
H.R. 4732: Mr. MAST, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. 

LEWIS of Minnesota, and Mr. MCEACHIN. 
H.R. 4843: Mr. PETERSON and Ms. STEFANIK. 
H.R. 4912: Mr. LOWENTHAL. 
H.R. 5460: Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. 

DESAULNIER, and Mr. YARMUTH. 
H.R. 5678: Mr. THORNBERRY. 
H.R. 5759: Mr. FASO. 
H.R. 5958: Mr. BUDD. 
H.R. 6081: Mr. DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 6586: Mr. DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 6615: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 6692: Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. 
H.R. 6850: Mr. MASSIE. 
H.R. 6992: Mr. BYRNE. 
H.R. 7062: Mr. COLE, Mr. MCGOVERN, and 

Mr. COOK. 
H.R. 7073: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. 
H.R. 7086: Mr. KILDEE. 
H.R. 7124: Ms. MATSUI. 
H.R. 7145: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 7146: Mr. DEUTCH and Ms. JACKSON 

LEE. 
H.R. 7150: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. 

KHANNA, Ms. WILSON of Florida, and Ms. 
MATSUI. 

H.J. Res. 129: Mr. MORELLE. 
H. Res. 1149: Mr. YOHO, Mr. FITZPATRICK, 

and Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. 
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