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book in the Bible that our forefathers 
quoted the most was Deuteronomy. 
How often, when you hear somebody 
quote a Bible verse, do they turn to 
Deuteronomy? Not very often. 

Why did our forefathers turn to Deu-
teronomy? Because the rules and the 
buildup to the founding of Israel took 
place in the Book of Deuteronomy, 
which may have largely been by Moses 
himself. 

And I will point out in the room that 
we are right now, we have a relief of 
Moses. We have 30-some reliefs of var-
ious great thinkers throughout society 
in this room, but whoever put together 
this room in the Capitol put Moses in 
the head position overlooking this 
Chamber. 

Now, I will encourage listeners out 
there, including clergy, as they reflect 
on National Bible Week, to read a book 
of the Bible you usually don’t read. 
Read Deuteronomy. Tell your con-
gregation about it. It was the book 
that I think our forefathers felt should 
be read so that we could duplicate the 
Jewish republic, which was soon to be 
founded, because I think our fore-
fathers wanted America to be a coun-
try blessed by God as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
Congressman LAMBORN one more time 
for setting aside this time on National 
Bible Week. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Wisconsin for his 
remarks on Deuteronomy which con-
tains, among others, the passages, the 
reciting of the Ten Commandments. 

I yield to the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. BUDD). 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman from Colorado, 
DOUG LAMBORN, for yielding. He is one 
of the buckles of the Bible Belt in Colo-
rado and in our country, and I thank 
him for this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to recognize the 
77th annual National Bible Week, as so 
many of my colleagues are doing this 
evening. 

The late Reverend Billy Graham 
from my home State of North Carolina 
was put to rest just down this hallway 
earlier this year. We are grateful for 
his life and for what he meant to our 
home State in North Carolina. He said: 
‘‘Being a Christian is more than just an 
instantaneous conversion. It is a daily 
process whereby you grow to be more 
and more like Christ.’’ 

Well, what does the daily process 
that Reverend Graham is referring to 
here look like? And how do we obtain a 
life that looks more and more like 
Christ daily? 

I believe the answer is found, in part, 
by daily thought and meditation on the 
Word of God, and I wholeheartedly be-
lieve 2 Timothy 3:16 and 17, that says: 
‘‘All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.’’ 

We also know that the Word of God is 
alive, so my colleagues have referred to 

this verse in Hebrews 4:12, which says: 
‘‘For the word of God is alive and ac-
tive. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing 
soul and the spirit, joints and marrow; 
it judges the thoughts and the atti-
tudes of the heart.’’ 

b 1815 

I could go on and on. But, again, I 
want to say how important this book is 
to me. For those who are in need of 
strength and direction, if they went to 
the middle, they will find the Psalms. 
If they go just to the right, they will 
find the Proverbs. 

Proverbs 3:5–6: ‘‘Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and do not lean on 
your own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He will 
make straight your paths.’’ 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from Colorado for this Special 
Order. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. JODY B. HICE). 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I am honored to be here to 
stand in belief and on behalf of the 
greatest book of the history of the 
world, the Bible. 

There is absolutely no book ever that 
has had a greater impact on my life 
and continues to have the greatest im-
pact on my life. Every day here in Con-
gress, I begin with time in God’s Word, 
every day before coming to this Cham-
ber and other meetings and responsibil-
ities. 

As a pastor for 25-plus years, it has 
been the greatest honor of my life to 
teach God’s Word week in and week 
out, to proclaim the principles of spir-
itual liberty and freedom that comes 
from a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ and the fact that he died for us 
and rose again. The good news, as it is 
referred to in the Scripture, is the 
greatest news the world has ever had. 

The Bible has also had an amazing 
impact in our country. Right here in 
this Chamber, as has been referenced 
already this evening from some of my 
other colleagues, Robert Aitken came 
here from Scotland. He migrated here 
to Philadelphia and started a news-
paper. He later became the publishing 
company that recorded the Journals of 
both the House and the Senate. Then 
he requested that this Chamber publish 
the Bible in English, which this Cham-
ber voted to do in September of 1782. 

This Chamber encouraged the citi-
zens of this country to read the Bible. 
It became the Bible of the American 
Revolution. 

I believe today that this Chamber, 
this country, would be well served, bet-
ter served, if we would take the teach-
ings of Scripture. Things like not to 
view ourselves and esteem ourselves 
more highly as we ought, but to esteem 
others as more important than our-
selves; Scriptures like the Golden Rule, 
to treat others the way we want to be 
treated; to not be overcome with evil 

but to overcome evil with good, all 
these are found in the Word of God. 

These issues that we face today can-
not be answered from the wisdom of 
these Halls, but they can be found only 
as we submit ourselves, once again, to 
the truths of God’s Word. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for giving this opportunity and 
leading this Special Order. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to inquire from the Speaker how 
much time is remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SMUCKER). The gentleman from Colo-
rado has 30 seconds remaining. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank everyone who came here. I ap-
preciate their great comments. 

Thousands of years ago, Isaiah said: 
‘‘The grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the word of our God stands for-
ever.’’ 

Civilizations have come and gone; 
people have come and gone; and gen-
erations have come and gone. Here we 
are in the year 2018 still celebrating, 
commemorating, and depending on the 
Bible, the Word of God. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

STANDING AGAINST THE TIDE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

NORMAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROHRABACHER) for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise with a sense of awe and 
gratitude that God and the voters have 
permitted me to be a Member of this 
body, the House of Representatives, for 
the last 30 years. At least for me, my 
time here has permitted me the oppor-
tunity to earn a living by advocating 
policies and programs that I believed 
would improve the well-being of the 
American people and would be con-
sistent with the ideals and principles of 
our country, the United States of 
America. 

I came here after spending 7 years as 
a senior speechwriter for President 
Ronald Reagan as well as 2 years of 
that in the Reagan White House as a 
special assistant to the President. My 
experiences in the Reagan White House 
gave me valuable understandings of 
many issues of the day as well as con-
tacts that, over the years, I put to good 
use. The longer I have been here in 
Washington, the more appreciative I 
am for the leadership and policies of 
President Ronald Reagan. 

When he left office 30 years ago, our 
economy was strong; the Cold War was 
ending as the Soviet Union disinte-
grated; and Ronald Reagan handed over 
to our generation, a new generation of 
Americans, a country with an upward 
trajectory and with tremendous poten-
tial. He restored to America that sense 
of optimism that is so much a part of 
our character. 

It was an honor to have served at his 
side in the White House, and, yes, I am 
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proud to have served with the men and 
women in this Congress from all over 
our country who represented both 
America’s diversity and dedication to 
high values. 

Yes, looking back, I am disappointed 
that our government while I have been 
here did not achieve all that was pos-
sible. But at the same time, I think 
both Republicans and Democrats in 
this House of Representatives can be 
proud of what has been accomplished 
both nationally, and, yes, what they 
have accomplished back home in try-
ing to meet the needs of their people, 
trying to make sure that their own 
citizens were served, thus making 
America a better place not just from 
the top down here in Washington but 
from the bottom up as well. I know 
many of my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle care deeply about their own 
constituents and have spent so much 
time, when they could have been with 
their own families, helping the families 
who have elected them to come to Con-
gress. 

I cannot think of a life I would rather 
have lived, the highs and the lows; the 
idealism and the pragmatism; the cour-
age and the weakness; the disappoint-
ments, and, yes, the joyous outcomes 
that I have seen here as part of this liv-
ing institution in its 230 years of legis-
lative service to the people of the 
United States. 

Since our country’s government was 
established back in 1789, fewer than 
11,000 individuals have served in the 
United States House of Representa-
tives. 

Davy Crockett was one of them, me-
morialized as a fierce frontiersman 
who later died a heroic death battling 
for Texas independence at the Alamo. I 
found his courage under fire here as a 
Member of Congress to be much more 
inspiring than his accomplishments on 
the battlefield. 

Yes, we should look at Andrew Jack-
son and Davy Crockett and what hap-
pened between those two. The fact is, 
Davy Crockett was elected to Congress 
as a supporter of Andrew Jackson when 
he ran for President. In fact, as a fierce 
Indian fighter, he was expected to be at 
Andrew Jackson’s side. Jackson was a 
man who had won many military bat-
tles, and many of those military bat-
tles were fought and his victories were 
brought on by the fact that he had a 
large number of American Indians as 
part of his battle group, part of his 
Army. 

He promised those Indians who had 
fought with him at the various battles, 
against other Indian tribes and against 
the British at the Battle of New Orle-
ans, that they, too, would be part of 
our country. Davy Crockett was there 
when those promises were made. 

Later, when Davy Crockett came 
here to this body, to this Congress, and 
Andrew Jackson betrayed those men 
and women—those Americans who hap-
pened to be American Indians—when he 
betrayed them, Davy Crockett would 
have nothing to do with it. Davy 

Crockett stood firm, and, yes, it was 
memorialized in the Walt Disney se-
ries. As we were young, we saw that. 
But that did not capture the essence of 
what happened at that time. 

David Crockett, the man who was the 
Indian fighter, elected there by the 
people of his State to come here and 
support President Jackson, stood 
against that President, and he stood 
for integrity, honor, courage, and 
truthfulness. He got up before the Con-
gress and opposed the Indian Exclusion 
Act that had been supported by Andrew 
Jackson. 

For that, one would think, that tre-
mendous show of courage, people would 
admire David Crockett and say: Look, 
what a great thing. He is standing up 
against a very powerful man with pow-
erful interest groups even in his own 
district. 

Yes, there were powerful interest 
groups in his own district who wanted 
to steal the land of the American Indi-
ans who lived there. David Crockett, 
thus, in his next election, was defeated. 

Then David Crockett, of course, hav-
ing been defeated in Congress, having 
his own people turned against him and 
not willing to stand up with him, went 
on to Texas where he then, through 
acts of physical courage, not just the 
ones that he exemplified on the floor of 
the House, showed the physical courage 
at the Battle of the Alamo. 

As I say, we Americans should take 
at least as much pride, if not more 
pride, in that stand that he took in 
Congress against the Indian Exclusion 
Act, which was a betrayal of the Amer-
ican Indians. 

When I got to Congress, I looked for 
the speech that David Crockett gave. I 
could not find it in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. I could not find it anywhere. 
Apparently, Andrew Jackson or some 
powerful person had actually pushed 
that aside so people wouldn’t be able to 
find it. 

I had my staff look for it and finally 
found a copy in the Library of Con-
gress. I had my staff give that to me. It 
was a rendition of that speech that 
Davy Crockett gave, and I had that put 
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

During my time here in the people’s 
House, as we like to call ourselves, I 
am proud that I, too, have stood 
against the tide when it was sweeping 
in the wrong direction. Yes, when you 
stand against the tide, when you stand 
against a direction in which people are 
making a profit, sometimes people 
whose egos are at stake on certain 
issues, you make enemies. 

But I have always thought, and I be-
lieve even to this day, Members of Con-
gress should not be afraid to make en-
emies, because if you are making an 
enemy, yes, you may have to suffer 
some personal consequences. But if you 
aren’t making some people, even pow-
erful people, mad at you, you are not 
doing your job. You are not going to 
change things. 

It is much better for people to stand 
up and take that punishment, because 

what the American people want us to 
do is to stand up for principle and what 
we think is right. If we later lose, we 
have done what we thought was right. 

I would love and hope that, someday, 
I do something that would make me 
have any type of recognition as some-
one who did take several stands while a 
Member of Congress that added great 
difficulty to my life. Most recently, I 
have felt that. 

During the time that I was with Ron-
ald Reagan and before, I had a posi-
tion—as Davy Crockett did as an In-
dian fighter—I was in a position as one 
of the fierce warriors of the Cold War. 
I was never in the U.S. military, but I 
did do things in Vietnam during the 
Vietnam war and behind the Iron Cur-
tain as well as other activities that I 
did to fight against communism. 

During my time in the Reagan White 
House, I worked with the President on 
many of his bold statements and 
worked with people in developing what 
they call the Reagan Doctrine, which 
enabled our country to defeat the So-
viet Union and bring it down without 
having a direct conflict between U.S. 
troops and Soviet troops. I thought 
that was a tremendous accomplish-
ment. I am proud to have been part of 
the development of that doctrine, and I 
brought that knowledge with me here 
to Congress. 

But after the fall of communism, 
after the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union, I believed that it was time that 
we were working for peace. Ronald 
Reagan always talked about peace 
through strength. The goal was not 
strength; the goal was peace. 

I felt that we needed to go and reach 
out to try to find ways of working with 
Russia and to try to meet more of our 
mutually beneficial goals, but also 
goals that would be achievable and 
helpful to the entire world. We needed 
to do that, and Russia was in turmoil. 

I might just note that there were 
some people who didn’t share my desire 
to try to bring Russia into the family 
of nations and wanted to continue to 
treat Russia as a pariah and also try to 
have American policy be unrelenting 
hostility toward anything that Russia 
would do. Communism was our enemy; 
the Russian people were not. 

Ronald Reagan reached out to Gorba-
chev. Ronald Reagan did have an iron 
fist, and he helped the freedom fighters 
against those Soviet-backed regimes. 
But at the same time, he reached out 
to the Russian leadership and the Rus-
sian people. 

b 1830 

Over these last few years there have 
been very powerful segments here in 
Washington, D.C., who want to reignite 
the Cold War. They want war with Rus-
sia. I have tried to stand firm and be 
reasonable, but it has made me very 
powerful enemies. But I am proud that 
I made that stand, and I think the 
American people want us to cooperate 
with Russia where it is mutually bene-
ficial. 
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I have been over and over again la-

beled Putin’s favorite Congressman. 
That is absolutely absurd. I will say 
right now I believe that everything I 
have ever done in this body has been 
based on my love of my country and 
thinking of what would be good for the 
people of the United States. In this 
case, working with Russia in order to 
defeat radical Islamic terrorists who 
threaten us was the right thing to do. 

The same with maybe working with 
India, Japan, and Russia, and these 
other countries. But instead, we have 
had just, as I say, an unrelenting effort 
on the part of some powerful interests 
to keep America and Russia in a hos-
tile situation. We should be able to 
talk to people and try to work out dif-
ferences, rather than trying to estab-
lish something that would lead to 
armed conflict eventually. So I have 
taken a lot of hits on that and I con-
sider that to be the right thing to do. 

Over the years, of course, I am very 
grateful for other things that I have 
been able to play a role in and actually 
succeeded in. For example, when I first 
came here 30 years ago, we had a 
Democratic majority. But later, when 
we won a Republican majority, I was 
granted—and I was in the Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee—I 
was granted the chairmanship of the 
Space Subcommittee in the Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee. 
That was the prime subcommittee in 
science. I oversaw America’s space pro-
gram for 8 years. 

I am very proud and grateful that I 
had the opportunity in those 8 years to 
make a lasting difference in the way 
America’s space program has been con-
figured. Before then, it was always just 
government employees, bureaucrats, 
NASA, and military space ventures. 
There wasn’t a commercial space in-
dustry. 

I made sure, when I had a challenge 
of balancing the budget here, knowing 
that the way to bring more money was 
to encourage the private sector to in-
vest. I worked on and I passed legisla-
tion designed to help promote commer-
cial space activities here in the United 
States. I am very proud of what we 
have accomplished. 

But now we have Blue Origin, 
SpaceX, Virgin Galactic. There are 10 
or 20 different space programs that are 
at work today. And we have vast plans 
that are being made by private compa-
nies to develop space. For example, to 
develop observation of the Earth and 
monitoring satellites that will help us. 
Look at what we are doing with guid-
ance systems now, our GPS systems, et 
cetera. 

I am very, very honored and pleased 
and grateful that God gave me and this 
Congress gave me in those 8 years the 
right to be chairman of that committee 
and be part of this type of change for 
the better that now is reaping good 
benefits for our country and the world. 

I also have been very active while 
here on science and technology issues. 
For example, the patent issue. Many 

people don’t even look at patents. They 
yawn when you say it. But the fact is, 
Americans have had the benefit of the 
strongest patent system in the world. 
And thus our investors, from the very 
Constitution where the patent law was 
written into our Constitution, have 
had that benefit of our creative genius 
and of our people being protected in 
order that they can be nurtured. Thus, 
the number one development of new 
technology in the world has come from 
Americans. 

I have for the last 20 years, at least— 
maybe 25 years now—been one to de-
feat and champion the cause of the in-
dividual inventor in America. Amer-
ican people aren’t interested in some-
thing that complicated. It is hard for 
them to understand that multinational 
corporations, many of them headed by 
Americans, have been trying to under-
cut the patent system in our country. 

I am also very proud that during my 
time here and being recognized as Ron-
ald Reagan’s special assistant when I 
left the White House, my conservative 
credentials gave me the authority and 
gave me the ability to talk to conserv-
ative people throughout the country— 
and, yes, throughout the House and the 
Senate—on the issue of cannabis. 

The fact is, marijuana created an il-
lusion of disruption and of decadence in 
the American peoples’ minds, because 
in the late sixties the use of marijuana 
was so public and it was identified as 
something with hippies and people who 
didn’t like American culture. 

Well, the fact is, cannabis has tre-
mendous service to give to the people 
of our country who are suffering from 
various maladies. Older people, senior 
people, now some of the greatest peo-
ple, are utilizing cannabis—that is, 
marijuana—in order to cure some of 
the problems they face as seniors: the 
aches, the pains, the lack of an appe-
tite, and things such as that. 

We understand that there are chil-
dren who are suffering, when before, no 
one was able to think that cannabis 
might be a cure for the seizures of 
young people; or, who would have ever 
suspected that this opioid epidemic, 
where some people claim the use of 
drugs and opiates started with can-
nabis? No. 

What we are finding out now is can-
nabis is not a gateway door into the 
use of opiates. It is instead a way out. 
It is a way that cannabis can actually 
be used to break the addiction of opi-
ates in our country. 

These are things where there was 
never any research done. I am very 
proud that, with my conservative cre-
dentials, I can talk to a number of my 
Republican colleagues to join with al-
most all of my Democratic colleagues 
and vote to permit the States to decide 
whether or not cannabis would be legal 
or illegal in their State for the medical 
use of marijuana. 

That has brought a great change over 
the last 6 years since my amendment— 
first, the Rohrabacher-Hinchey, then 
Rohrabacher-Farr—and now, over these 

6 years, it is a $6 billion industry now. 
That is $6 billion not going to the drug 
cartels in Mexico. That is $6 billion of 
which can be spent helping people, 
rather than trying to put someone in 
jail for consuming a weed, using all the 
money for law enforcement, jails, 
judges’ time, and police time, rather 
than trying to protect the American 
people. What a waste. 

My colleagues joined with me in 
that. I think that has been a wonderful 
accomplishment that I am very, very 
proud of and very grateful that I had 
the opportunity to be here and express 
that in debate and to reach out to my 
fellow Congressmen here from both 
sides of the aisle and mobilize a major-
ity that got that passed so that the 
Federal Government cannot supersede 
State law now, when it comes to med-
ical marijuana. 

Also, one of the things that I guess is 
something that is people don’t know 
much at all, but during my time before 
Congress and during my time during 
the Reagan years, I was deeply in-
volved with various insurgency groups 
that were trying to defeat the Soviet 
Union, bring down the Soviet Union. 

Part of that is I was able to get to 
know the leadership of the mujahideen 
who were fighting Soviet troops in Af-
ghanistan. In fact, I went to Afghani-
stan and I fought with troops and the 
mujahideen and fought against Soviet 
soldiers at the Battle of Jalalabad. Yes, 
I had that type of experience. 

Later, when our Pakistani friends 
and our Saudi friends betrayed us and 
betrayed the people of Afghanistan by 
supporting the creation of the Taliban, 
a radical Islamic terrorist organization 
our Saudi friends and our Pakistani 
friends created, I continued to go to Af-
ghanistan during that time period, 
while I was here in the Congress, and 
meet with the warlords that I had met 
with during the time that we were 
fighting the Soviet Union. 

One of them, Commander Massoud, 
who I met on a number of occasions, 
was murdered 3 days before 9/11. I knew 
he had been tipped off by other con-
tacts that I had in Afghanistan that 
there was an attack being planned on 
the United States. They said: You will 
know that it is going to happen when 
something major happens in Afghani-
stan that will change the political bal-
ance. It is a signal that the attack will 
go forward. 

I went all over this city when I real-
ized that Commander Massoud was 
murdered 3 days before 9/11, that was 
the signal to move forward on this at-
tack on the United States. I tried to 
warn our administration. I tried to 
warn everyone in the city. No one 
would listen. 

Then, I had a wonderful thing happen 
in my life. Actually, after 9/11, people 
did start to listen. Of course, they did. 
They remembered: DANA ROHRABACHER 
was trying to warn us about this. And 
all of this is happening without public 
view. The public never saw any of this. 

But I was able then to talk to various 
people in our government at high levels 
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of positions and outline for them how 
we should proceed. Our own military, 
our Defense Department wanted to 
send 100,000 American troops or more 
into a frontal attack—an attack from 
Pakistan in the northwest provinces— 
into Afghanistan. 

I was horrified when I heard this. I 
knew that territory. It is the most 
anti-American territory on the planet. 
Our military would have been slaugh-
tered or at least holed up in fortress 
cities like the Russians had been. It 
was a horrible thing. 

I thank God that I had this oppor-
tunity, because I went to the powers 
that be and I told them: You can’t do 
this. This is wrong. They said: What do 
we do? 

I managed to get ahold of General 
Dostum and other ‘‘warlords’’ in Af-
ghanistan to enlist them, and the 
President of the United States, when 
given the alternative of using the war-
lords with special forces teams and 
U.S. air power versus sending in hun-
dreds of thousands of American troops, 
our President chose to use Afghans in 
what they called the Northern Alli-
ance, which I helped create with a 
team of people—Charlie Santos, Paul 
Behrends, and other friends who had 
been working with me in Afghanistan 
over the years—and helped us put that 
together and the President decided to 
go in that direction. I would rec-
ommend the book on the horse sol-
diers: ‘‘12 Strong.’’ There is a movie 
out. It is about that first special forces 
team and General Dostum. 

I believe that I was able that day, by 
convincing the authorities to go in 
that direction, to save thousands and 
thousands of American soldiers’ lives. 
How demoralizing would it have been if 
we had not succeeded in a counter-
attack after 9/11? 

Finally, let me mention a couple of 
things in passing that are those things 
that I discussed that give me pride and 
that I remember; what really also is 
most heartwarming to someone who is 
a Member of Congress is what he or she 
has been able to do for our own con-
stituents. 

As I say, whether you are Repub-
licans or Democrats, we know our job 
is to help our people. Nobody else is 
going to help our people, except us. We 
care about them. Jack Kemp used to 
say: They won’t care what you say un-
less they know that you care about 
them. Unless you can show them you 
care, they don’t care about what you 
say. I never met a Democratic or Re-
publican that didn’t love his constitu-
ents or try to help them. 

During the time period that I have 
been a Member of Congress, we had a 
flood control project. I know that 
sounds not so great here. But the fact 
is, we had a flood control project in Or-
ange County that basically saved 
maybe billions of dollars in flood insur-
ance costs for homeowners in my area 
in Orange County. The flood threat was 
going where people’s lives would have 
been at stake. 

I worked on that and I made sure 
when I first got here and worked with 

other Members of Congress—Democrat 
Members of Congress, because it was a 
Democrat Congress—to help complete 
that project. That is the type of bipar-
tisanship we are capable of. 

We have a water reclamation project 
in Orange County. It is the most high- 
tech water system in the world. We had 
a big drought over these last few years, 
but Orange County was the one county 
that stood alone in not being hurt dra-
matically because we had a system we 
invested in. I brought people from all 
over the world to see that technology, 
and I was able to work with our locals 
to make that happen. 

b 1845 
I was able, over my years, to help 

veterans who were being stood up, vet-
erans who were not getting the service 
they needed. They felt helpless. They 
were, some of them, sick, psycho-
logically wounded by the service that 
they had provided, yet we were not 
helping them. 

My office has helped hundreds of 
these men and women who were in des-
perate need of someone to care for 
them. That is a memory now, a good 
memory, and I know my colleagues, 
Republicans and Democrats, do that. 

And we have changed the rules so 
that now the Veterans Administration 
has to be more caring. They have to 
make sure these people are being taken 
care of. 

I am very proud, again, of the bipar-
tisan approach on these issues of 
human caring for our own constitu-
ents, making America a better place 
from the bottom up instead of from the 
top down. 

Let me just note that there are hun-
dreds of people in my district who 
would have lost their homes about 10 
years ago when we had an economic up-
heaval. People remember the Great Re-
cession. Well, yes, things got really 
bad, and people were losing their 
homes. We established a program, and 
we helped over 500 people in Orange 
County, in my district, to save their 
homes, families that would have lost 
everything. 

Thank God that I was permitted to 
be a Member of this body, because I 
know each and every one of us were 
doing things like that to help those in 
need. 

I have gone to help as many seniors 
who are having trouble with bureauc-
racy, with Social Security; and I have 
also tried to do my best over the years 
to work with organizations, organiza-
tions that add to the benefit and that 
add to the strength, the moral strength 
as well as every other strength of our 
system, organizations, whether they 
are the Rotary Club or whether they 
are the Boy Scouts of America. 

I have pinned on hundreds, if not 
thousands, of Eagle Scout pins for all 
of the Scouts for these last 30 years 
that I have been a Member of Congress 
representing Orange County. 

So we must be loyal, basically, to 
these local people, these people who 
have elected us. That is our job. Our 
job is to watch out for them, for their 
interests. 

I have one last note, and that is this: 
When we look at the immigration 
issue, I would hope that we do so with 
respect for each other and under-
standing that people have good hearts 
on both sides. But I know that, in my 
heart, my main job right now—and it 
has been for every Member of this 
House—should be to watch out for what 
is in the best interests of the American 
people. 

Those people who would like to come 
here illegally, I am sorry. We already 
provide for a million people to come 
here legally. 

We have to make sure the policies we 
set for immigration are what are in the 
interests of the people of the United 
States, and the same with our foreign 
policy. 

I want to say that I am grateful that 
God has given me the opportunity and 
the voters have given me the oppor-
tunity these last 30 years to try to 
serve in the interests of my people, of 
the people of our country, and of those 
ideals our Founding Fathers and Moth-
ers put in place when they risked all in 
the American Revolution back in 1776. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 48 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SESSIONS) at 9 o’clock 
and 40 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 88, 
SHILOH NATIONAL MILITARY 
PARK BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT 
AND PARKER’S CROSSROADS 
BATTLEFIELD DESIGNATION ACT 
Mr. BURGESS, from the Committee 

on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 115–1054) on the resolution 
(H. Res. 1160) providing for consider-
ation of the Senate amendment to the 
bill (H.R. 88) to modify the boundary of 
the Shiloh National Military Park lo-
cated in Tennessee and Mississippi, to 
establish Parker’s Crossroads Battle-
field as an affiliated area of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 

reported and found truly enrolled bills 
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