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of positions and outline for them how
we should proceed. Our own military,
our Defense Department wanted to
send 100,000 American troops or more
into a frontal attack—an attack from
Pakistan in the northwest provinces—
into Afghanistan.
I was horrified when I heard this. I
knew that territory. It is the most
anti-American territory on the planet.
Our military would have been slaughtered or at least holed up in fortress
cities like the Russians had been. It
was a horrible thing.
I thank God that I had this opportunity, because I went to the powers
that be and I told them: You can’t do
this. This is wrong. They said: What do
we do?
I managed to get ahold of General
Dostum and other ‘‘warlords’’ in Afghanistan to enlist them, and the
President of the United States, when
given the alternative of using the warlords with special forces teams and
U.S. air power versus sending in hundreds of thousands of American troops,
our President chose to use Afghans in
what they called the Northern Alliance, which I helped create with a
team of people—Charlie Santos, Paul
Behrends, and other friends who had
been working with me in Afghanistan
over the years—and helped us put that
together and the President decided to
go in that direction. I would recommend the book on the horse soldiers: ‘‘12 Strong.’’ There is a movie
out. It is about that first special forces
team and General Dostum.
I believe that I was able that day, by
convincing the authorities to go in
that direction, to save thousands and
thousands of American soldiers’ lives.
How demoralizing would it have been if
we had not succeeded in a counterattack after 9/11?
Finally, let me mention a couple of
things in passing that are those things
that I discussed that give me pride and
that I remember; what really also is
most heartwarming to someone who is
a Member of Congress is what he or she
has been able to do for our own constituents.
As I say, whether you are Republicans or Democrats, we know our job
is to help our people. Nobody else is
going to help our people, except us. We
care about them. Jack Kemp used to
say: They won’t care what you say unless they know that you care about
them. Unless you can show them you
care, they don’t care about what you
say. I never met a Democratic or Republican that didn’t love his constituents or try to help them.
During the time period that I have
been a Member of Congress, we had a
flood control project. I know that
sounds not so great here. But the fact
is, we had a flood control project in Orange County that basically saved
maybe billions of dollars in flood insurance costs for homeowners in my area
in Orange County. The flood threat was
going where people’s lives would have
been at stake.
I worked on that and I made sure
when I first got here and worked with
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other Members of Congress—Democrat
Members of Congress, because it was a
Democrat Congress—to help complete
that project. That is the type of bipartisanship we are capable of.
We have a water reclamation project
in Orange County. It is the most hightech water system in the world. We had
a big drought over these last few years,
but Orange County was the one county
that stood alone in not being hurt dramatically because we had a system we
invested in. I brought people from all
over the world to see that technology,
and I was able to work with our locals
to make that happen.
b 1845
I was able, over my years, to help
veterans who were being stood up, veterans who were not getting the service
they needed. They felt helpless. They
were, some of them, sick, psychologically wounded by the service that
they had provided, yet we were not
helping them.
My office has helped hundreds of
these men and women who were in desperate need of someone to care for
them. That is a memory now, a good
memory, and I know my colleagues,
Republicans and Democrats, do that.
And we have changed the rules so
that now the Veterans Administration
has to be more caring. They have to
make sure these people are being taken
care of.
I am very proud, again, of the bipartisan approach on these issues of
human caring for our own constituents, making America a better place
from the bottom up instead of from the
top down.
Let me just note that there are hundreds of people in my district who
would have lost their homes about 10
years ago when we had an economic upheaval. People remember the Great Recession. Well, yes, things got really
bad, and people were losing their
homes. We established a program, and
we helped over 500 people in Orange
County, in my district, to save their
homes, families that would have lost
everything.
Thank God that I was permitted to
be a Member of this body, because I
know each and every one of us were
doing things like that to help those in
need.
I have gone to help as many seniors
who are having trouble with bureaucracy, with Social Security; and I have
also tried to do my best over the years
to work with organizations, organizations that add to the benefit and that
add to the strength, the moral strength
as well as every other strength of our
system, organizations, whether they
are the Rotary Club or whether they
are the Boy Scouts of America.
I have pinned on hundreds, if not
thousands, of Eagle Scout pins for all
of the Scouts for these last 30 years
that I have been a Member of Congress
representing Orange County.
So we must be loyal, basically, to
these local people, these people who
have elected us. That is our job. Our
job is to watch out for them, for their
interests.
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I have one last note, and that is this:
When we look at the immigration
issue, I would hope that we do so with
respect for each other and understanding that people have good hearts
on both sides. But I know that, in my
heart, my main job right now—and it
has been for every Member of this
House—should be to watch out for what
is in the best interests of the American
people.
Those people who would like to come
here illegally, I am sorry. We already
provide for a million people to come
here legally.
We have to make sure the policies we
set for immigration are what are in the
interests of the people of the United
States, and the same with our foreign
policy.
I want to say that I am grateful that
God has given me the opportunity and
the voters have given me the opportunity these last 30 years to try to
serve in the interests of my people, of
the people of our country, and of those
ideals our Founding Fathers and Mothers put in place when they risked all in
the American Revolution back in 1776.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
f

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.
Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 48 minutes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
f
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AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SESSIONS) at 9 o’clock
and 40 minutes p.m.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R. 88,
SHILOH
NATIONAL
MILITARY
PARK BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT
AND
PARKER’S
CROSSROADS
BATTLEFIELD DESIGNATION ACT
Mr. BURGESS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115–1054) on the resolution
(H. Res. 1160) providing for consideration of the Senate amendment to the
bill (H.R. 88) to modify the boundary of
the Shiloh National Military Park located in Tennessee and Mississippi, to
establish Parker’s Crossroads Battlefield as an affiliated area of the National Park System, and for other purposes, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.
f

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
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