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(2) FAILURE TO NOTIFY.—If the Adminis-

trator fails to notify the public under para-
graph (1) by the end of the period described 
in that paragraph, the Inspector General of 
the Environmental Protection Agency shall 
carry out an investigation to determine— 

(A) the reason or reasons for which the Ad-
ministrator failed to notify the public; 

(B) the public health risks associated with 
the failure of the Administrator to notify 
the public; and 

(C) any steps the Administrator should 
take to ensure the Administrator meets the 
requirements described in paragraph (1) in 
the future. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 710—SUP-
PORTING LIGHTS ON AFTER-
SCHOOL, A NATIONAL CELEBRA-
TION OF AFTERSCHOOL PRO-
GRAMS HELD ON OCTOBER 25, 
2018 
Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms. 

SMITH) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 710 

Whereas more than 28,000,000 children in 
the United States have parents who work 
outside the home; 

Whereas high-quality programs that ex-
pand learning opportunities for children, 
such as afterschool, before-school, summer, 
and expanded learning opportunities, provide 
safe, challenging, engaging, and fun learning 
experiences, including experiences that en-
courage the study of science, technology, en-
gineering, and math, that help children and 
youth develop social, emotional, physical, 
cultural, and academic skills; 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
and high-quality expanded learning opportu-
nities provide students with hands-on, en-
gaging lessons that are aligned with the 
school day; 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
complement regular and expanded school 
days and support working families by ensur-
ing that the children of those families are 
safe and productive during the hours parents 
are working; 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
engage families, schools, and diverse commu-
nity partners in advancing the well-being of 
children and youth in the United States; 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
that partner with high-quality community- 
based organizations build stronger commu-
nities by integrating schools with the larger 
community; and 

Whereas Lights On Afterschool, a national 
celebration of afterschool, before-school, 
summer, and expanded learning opportuni-
ties programs, held on October 25, 2018, high-
lights the critical importance of those high- 
quality programs to children and the fami-
lies and communities of those children: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports Lights 
On Afterschool, a national celebration of 
afterschool programs held on October 25, 
2018. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I have 
11 requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
The Committee on Agriculture is au-

thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, November 
28, 2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing on the following nominations: 
Mindy Brashears, of Texas, to be Under 
Secretary for Food Safety, Naomi C. 
Earp, of Maryland, to be an Assistant 
Secretary, and Scott Hutchins, of Indi-
ana, to be Under Secretary for Re-
search, Education, and Economics, all 
of the Department of Agriculture. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, November 28, 2018, at 9:30 
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Addressing America’s Surface Trans-
portation Infrastructure Needs.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, No-
vember 28, 2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct 
a hearing entitled ‘‘The Global Fight 
to End Modern Slavery.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, No-
vember 28, 2018, at 2 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, November 28, 
2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Reducing Health Care Costs: 
Improving Affordability through Inno-
vation.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, November 
28, 2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing on the following nominations: Ron-
ald D. Vitiello, of Illinois, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, Richard S. Tischner, of Virginia, 
to be Director of the Court Services 
and Offender Supervision Agency for 
the District of Columbia, and Dennis 
Dean Kirk, of Virginia, to be Chair-
man, and Julia Akins Clark, of Mary-
land, and Andrew F. Manuz, both to be 
a Member, all of the Merit Systems 
Protection Board. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Indian Affairs is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, November 
28, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a legis-
lative hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 

of the Senate on Wednesday, November 
28, 2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
on the following nominations: Brian C. 
Buescher, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Nebraska, 
Clifton L. Corker, to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Tennessee, M. Miller Baker, of Vir-
ginia, and Timothy M. Reif, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, both to be a Judge of 
the United States Court of Inter-
national Trade, and Donald W. Wash-
ington, of Texas, to be Director of the 
United States Marshals Service, De-
partment of Justice. 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 
The Committee on Rules and Admin-

istration is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, November 28, 2018, at 2.30 p.m., to 
conduct a hearing on the following 
nominations: Donald L. Palmer, of 
Florida, and Benjamin Hovland, of 
Maryland, both to be a Member of the 
Election Assistance Commission. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
The Special Committee on Aging is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, November 
28, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Ensuring Trust: 
Strengthening State Efforts to Over-
haul the Guardianship Process and 
Protect Older Americans.’’ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CYBERSECURITY 
The Subcommittee on Cybersecurity 

of the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, November 
28, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a 
closed hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Marcus 
Wright of my staff be given floor privi-
leges for the remainder of this Con-
gress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Ariel Caspillo, 
a legislative fellow in my office, be per-
mitted floor access for the remainder 
of the 115th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PEPFAR EXTENSION ACT OF 2018 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6651, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

A bill (H.R. 6651) to extend certain authori-
ties relating to United States efforts to com-
bat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria 
globally, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
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considered read a third time and passed 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6651) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THREATS TO FREE-
DOM OF THE PRESS AND EX-
PRESSION AROUND THE WORLD 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 545, S. Res. 501. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 501) recognizing 
threats to freedom of the press and expres-
sion around the world and reaffirming free-
dom of the press as a priority in efforts of 
the Government of the United States to pro-
mote democracy and good governance. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution, 
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations without 
amendment and with an amendment to 
the preamble. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to; that the committee-re-
ported amendment to the preamble be 
agreed to; that the preamble, as 
amended, be agreed to; and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 501) was 
agreed to. 

The amendment to the preamble was 
agreed to as follows: 

Whereas freedom of the press is a cornerstone 
of American democracy and is enshrined in the 
first amendment to the Constitution; 

Whereas Article 19 of the United Nations Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted in 
Paris, France, on December 10, 1948, states that 
‘‘[e]veryone has the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression; this right includes freedom to 
hold opinions without interference and to seek, 
receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of frontiers’’; 

Whereas, in 1993, the United Nations General 
Assembly proclaimed May 3 of each year as 
‘‘World Press Freedom Day’’ to— 

(1) celebrate the fundamental principles of 
freedom of the press; 

(2) evaluate freedom of the press around the 
world; 

(3) defend against attacks on the independ-
ence of the media; and 

(4) pay tribute to journalists who have lost 
their lives in the exercise of their profession; 

Whereas, on December 18, 2013, the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted United Na-
tions General Assembly Resolution 163 (2013) on 
the safety of journalists and the issue of impu-
nity, which unequivocally condemns, in both 
conflict and non-conflict situations, all attacks 
on and violence against journalists and media 
workers, including torture, extrajudicial killing, 
enforced disappearance, arbitrary detention, 
and intimidation and harassment; 

Whereas the theme for World Press Freedom 
Day 2018 is ‘‘Keeping Power in Check: Media, 
Justice and The Rule of Law’’; 

Whereas the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the 
Press Act of 2009 (22 U.S.C. 2151 note; Public 
Law 111–166), which was passed by unanimous 
consent in the Senate and signed into law by 
President Barack Obama in 2010, expanded the 
annual Country Reports on Human Rights 
Practices of the Department of State to include 
an examination of freedom of the press; 

Whereas the 2017 World Press Freedom Index, 
published by Reporters Without Borders, 
warned that ‘‘media freedom has retreated 
wherever the authoritarian strongman model 
has triumphed’’; 

Whereas Freedom House noted in the report 
‘‘Freedom of the Press 2017’’ that— 

(1) global press freedom has declined to its 
lowest point in 13 years; and 

(2) only 13 percent of the global population 
enjoys a free press, meaning a media environ-
ment in which ‘‘coverage of political news is ro-
bust, the safety of journalists is guaranteed, 
state intrusion in media affairs is minimal, and 
the press is not subject to onerous legal or eco-
nomic pressures’’; 

Whereas journalists working inside the United 
States are not immune from violence against the 
media, as was demonstrated on the afternoon of 
June 28, 2018, when a 38-year-old gunman with 
a long-standing grudge against the reporting of 
the Capital Gazette entered the newspaper’s 
newsroom in Annapolis, Maryland, and killed 5 
employees with a shotgun; 

Whereas, according to the Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists— 

(1) in 2017— 
(A) the 2 deadliest countries for journalists on 

assignment were Iraq and Syria; 
(B) 46 journalists were killed in cases in which 

the motive for the killing was confirmed to be re-
lated to reporting by those journalists; 

(C) 20 journalists were killed in cases in which 
the motive for the killing was unconfirmed; 

(D) there were 21 cases in which journalists 
were jailed for ‘‘false news’’, which represented 
more than double the number of cases in which 
journalists were jailed for ‘‘false news’’ in 2016; 
and 

(E) the percentage of female journalists who 
were killed in a year was the highest on record; 

(2) the most dangerous subject for a journalist 
to report is politics, followed only then by war; 
and 

(3) as of December 1, 2017, 262 journalists 
worldwide were imprisoned for their work, 
marking the second consecutive year that the 
number of journalists imprisoned for their work 
hit a historic high; 

Whereas freedom of the press is a key compo-
nent of democratic governance, activism in civil 
society, and socioeconomic development; and 

Whereas freedom of the press enhances public 
accountability, transparency, and participation 
in civil society and democratic governance: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses concern about the threats to 

freedom of the press and expression around 
the world; 

(2) welcomes the celebration of World 
Press Freedom Day 2018 on May 3, 2018; 

(3) commends journalists and media work-
ers around the world for their essential role 
in promoting government accountability, de-
fending democratic activity, and strength-
ening civil society, despite threats to the 
safety of those journalists and media work-
ers; 

(4) pays tribute to journalists who have 
lost their lives carrying out their work; 

(5) calls on governments abroad to imple-
ment United Nations General Assembly Res-
olution 163 (2013) on the safety of journalists 
and the issue of impunity by thoroughly in-
vestigating and seeking to resolve out-
standing cases of violence against journal-

ists, including murders and kidnappings, 
while ensuring the protection of witnesses; 

(6) condemns all actions around the world 
that suppress freedom of the press; 

(7) reaffirms the centrality of freedom of 
the press to efforts of the Government of the 
United States to support democracy, miti-
gate conflict, and promote good governance 
domestically and around the world; and 

(8) calls on the President and the Secretary 
of State to— 

(A) on the basis of the protections afforded 
under the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States, preserve and build 
upon the leadership of the United States on 
issues relating to freedom of the press; 

(B) improve the means by which the Gov-
ernment of the United States rapidly identi-
fies, publicizes, and responds to threats 
against freedom of the press around the 
world; 

(C) urge foreign governments to conduct 
transparent investigations and adjudications 
of the perpetrators of attacks against jour-
nalists; and 

(D) highlight the issue of threats against 
freedom of the press— 

(i) in the annual Human Rights Reports of 
the Department of State; and 

(ii) throughout the year. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, as 
amended, was passed. 

f 

SUPPORTING LIGHTS ON AFTER-
SCHOOL, A NATIONAL CELEBRA-
TION OF AFTERSCHOOL PRO-
GRAMS HELD ON OCTOBER 25, 
2018 
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
710, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 710) supporting Lights 
On Afterschool, a national celebration of 
afterschool programs held on October 25, 
2018. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. PORTMAN. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, that the preamble be agreed to, and 
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 710) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

APPOINTMENT 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Chair announces, on behalf of the Ma-
jority Leader and the Democratic 
Leader, pursuant to the Public Law 
110–298, the appointment of the fol-
lowing individual to serve as a member 
of the Federal Law Enforcement Con-
gressional Badge of Bravery Board: 
Charles Dunne of New York (vice Rick 
McCubbin of Kentucky). 
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