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President Huiliang Liu’s work has made the 

difference in the lives of countless Chinese- 
American students as they gain a greater ap-
preciation and understanding of their ances-
tor’s historical homeland, and thereby contrib-
uting to the cultural fabric of our community. 

The Denver Chinese School provides 
courses and programs that serve to enlighten 
the community with educational and cultural 
enrichment. The Denver Chinese School orga-
nizes the largest Colorado Chinese New Year 
Celebration held in the State of Colorado. 

Throughout his 20 years of dedicated serv-
ice, President Huiliang Liu has guided the 
Denver Chinese School to be the excellent or-
ganization and valuable asset to the State of 
Colorado that it is today. I look forward to and 
wish Huiliang Liu and the Denver Chinese 
School nothing but continued success in its fu-
ture. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHARLIE 
BRONITSKY 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Charlie Bronitsky upon his departure from the 
city council of Foster City and the governing 
board of the Estero Municipal Improvement 
District. During his service, Charlie has been a 
well-reasoned, principled voice for smart 
change in a city undergoing significant trans-
formation. 

He was born in Brooklyn and moved to Cali-
fornia in 1980 to finish his education in Berke-
ley. He is a graduate of the U.C. Berkeley 
School of Law, as it is now known, and prac-
tices real estate law focusing on transactions 
and litigation, including construction litigation. 
He brings to the city council a vast knowledge 
of land use law, mediation, and the intricacies 
of how every level of government operates. 
After he served on the planning commission 
for 31⁄2 years, the residents of Foster City 
wisely selected him to serve on the city coun-
cil, starting in 2009. 

Of course, 2009 was an extraordinarily bad 
year for our economy. Foster City finances 
cratered and the council had to make very dif-
ficult decisions. City staff endured layoffs and 
the public endured service reductions. During 
this time, Charlie supported the consolidation 
of fire service with surrounding communities. 
He also supported partnering with San Mateo 
to deliver park and recreation services. By 
2013, the city’s finances were stabilized but 
challenges remained. An economic plan, writ-
ten in part by Charlie and a colleague on the 
council, was passed and the city’s growth 
since has largely followed its outline. 

Charlie represents Foster City on the board 
of the regional water agency which guarantees 
clean, reliable water at a fair price to all rate-
payers. He is a leader on infrastructure issues, 
supporting renovations of the wastewater 
treatment plant and levee repairs to protect 
residents from catastrophic flooding. The con-
struction of a senior residence development 
near city hall was due to a significant degree 
to the leadership of Charlie Bronitsky. 
Throughout these times, he’s been a cham-
pion for sustainability initiatives. During his 
second term as Mayor, the city was one of 

two that received a Platinum Sustainability 
Best Practices Award from the Institute of 
Local Government. 

With the economy now recovered, major 
companies, such as Illumina and Gilead, are 
creating or adding to their corporate campuses 
in Foster City. Startups are once again moving 
into the office complexes in the city. Science 
and its bounty are powering the growth of this 
community that offers products and services 
around the globe. 

Foster City is also coping with enormous 
traffic that travels through the city on its way 
to surrounding communities. Councilmember 
Bronitsky has repeatedly advocated for the 
city to experiment with measures to deal with 
traffic rather than conducting lengthy studies 
or trying half-hearted measures. He has also 
cautioned residents to be mindful of the way 
a city’s budget is financed in modern-day Cali-
fornia. Development brings additional property 
tax revenue to provide such essential services 
as police, fire, parks and libraries. His mes-
sage is wise and needed during a time of 
change. 

Mr. Speaker, Foster City is a small town of 
35,000 where families come to thrive, where 
seagulls come to dive, and where pelicans 
and boaters vie for space on the lagoons. For 
all its beauty, Councilmember Charlie 
Bronitsky chose to run for the city council 
when our nation was in crisis and the town’s 
budget was severely challenged. He stepped 
up because that’s what a citizen of this nation 
does when a community needs leadership. 

His priorities in 2009 included strong fiscal 
management of the city, the construction of a 
senior living facility near city hall, and man-
aged, green growth. All three have largely 
been achieved during his terms in office. Resi-
dents can be certain that Charlie Bronitsky 
cast his votes and made his public comments 
with the best interests of existing and future 
residents in mind. He will now return to private 
life and leave the opportunities of leadership 
to his successors. I am proud to call Charlie 
a friend and colleague and wish him and his 
equally impressive wife Martha and son Will 
much happiness and continued success. 

f 

HONORING JASON GRASSIE 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Jason 
Grassie, for his work in my office and his serv-
ice to our state. 

Jason served as the Legislative Director in 
my Washington, D.C. office for nearly two 
years. During that time, he developed and 
wrote numerous pieces of legislation, helped 
guide several of my bills through enactment, 
and became one of my most trusted advisers. 
Jason was an effective leader for the rest of 
the legislative team and I’ll always appreciate 
his dedication to the success of our office. 

On a personal note, Jason and I share a 
love of the life lessons of sports and a com-
mitment to putting faith and family first in our 
life. Jason has been my advisor, but more im-
portantly, I consider Jason my friend. 

I wish Jason continued success in all that 
God has planned for him and his family. I 

have no doubt Jason’s biggest impact on our 
state and nation are yet to come. I look for-
ward to cheering Jason on in those efforts. 

f 

REMEMBRANCE OF TONYA 
CHISSELL WILLIAMS, DEDI-
CATED PUBLIC SERVANT WHO 
MADE VALUABLE AND SUBSTAN-
TIAL CONTRIBUTIONS ON BE-
HALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
18TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
OF TEXAS AND THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
sad duty to inform the House that Tonya 
Chissell Williams, who served the people of 
the Eighteenth Congressional District of Texas 
for many years as a senior staff member in 
my Houston district office, passed away on 
November 16, 2018, in Houston, Texas. 

Tonya Chissell Williams overcame life- 
changing challenges to complete her college 
education and her hard work and resilience 
was rewarded with both a prestigious Con-
gressional Black Caucus Foundation Congres-
sional internship which she served in my office 
and a Mickey Leland Congressional Fellow. 

Tonya Chissell Williams continued her ca-
reer in public service In my Houston district as 
a Field Representative and Caseworker and 
her excellent performance earned the pro-
motion to the position of Senior Casework 
Manager and Special Events Coordinator. 

Mr. Speaker, Tonya Chissell Williams was a 
beloved employee and public servant. She 
was always there to lend a helping hand as 
demonstrated through the countless projects 
on which she worked on behalf of those who 
needed a hand up including the annual Beat 
the Heat Program; the 18th Congressional 
District’s ‘‘Moms Summit’’ and the ‘‘When 
Women Succeed America Succeeds’’ events 
designed to empower, educate and uplift 
women; the ‘‘Back to School’’ event that fur-
nishes children with backpacks and fresh hair-
cuts; the annual Thanksgiving Turkey Give-
away; and her biggest love, the Toys for Kids 
annual event that provides young children with 
the wonder and joy of the Christmas season. 

Tonya leaves to cherish her memory her 
husband, Kendrick Lawrence Williams; one 
son, Jason Alexander Chissell; her mother, 
Sharon Ann Chissell; her father, Joseph Rodri-
guez Chissell; two sisters, Shannon Elizabeth 
Chissell-Uzomaka (Santa Eugene) and Khian 
Chissell-Martin (Jeffrey); two brothers, Joseph 
Nicholas Chissell and Rodriguez Joseph 
Lomax (Kewanda); her brother-in-law, Carlton 
Anthony Williams (Danielle); two nieces, 
Shariann (Sharie Berry) Elaine Uzomaka and 
Kamryn A. Martin; three nephews, Shawn A. 
Robinson, Jamoriss Martin, and Joseph N. 
Chissell, Jr. (deceased); and a host of rel-
atives, friends, and loved ones. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD the 
following resolution honoring Tonya Chissell 
Williams and that the House observe a mo-
ment of silence in her memory: 
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RESOLUTION OF CONGRESSIONAL CONDOLENCE 

IN MEMORY OF TONYA RENA CHISSELL-WIL-
LIAMS 

DECEMBER 15, 1980–NOVEMBER 16, 2018 
‘‘My command is this: Love each other as I 

have loved you’’ John 15:12 
Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams was born 

December 15, 1980 to her parents Sharon and 
Joseph Chissell in New Orleans, Louisiana; 
and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams was a 
high achiever and attended H.C. Schaumburg 
Elementary, Edward Livingston Junior High 
School, McDonough 35 College Preparatory 
High School, Marion Abramson Math & 
Science—Magnet High School for the Gifted, 
and Delgado Community College in New Or-
leans, Louisiana and received her Associate 
Degree in Computer Information Systems 
from the University of New Orleans in 2005 
and her Bachelor’s Degree in Political 
Science from the University of Houston 
Downtown in 2009; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams was 
forced to leave New Orleans in August 2005 
due to the devastation by Hurricane Katrina 
and relocated with her relatives to Houston, 
Texas where she met and united in marriage 
to her husband Kendrick Lawrence Williams 
on September 10, 2006; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams accepted 
Jesus Christ at an early age, believing 
strongly in God and believing deeply in the 
teaching of the Bible; she was a faithfull 
servant and Minister of Music at New Orle-
ans East Seventh Day-Adventist Church 
where she served in many choirs while sing-
ing along with Fred Hammond and the late 
Raymond Myles; and after relocating to 
Houston she joined Bellfort Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church, now known as World Harvest 
Outreach Seventh-Day Adventist Church, as 
a faithful member under the leadership of 
Senior Pastor Keith S. Goodman; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams over-
came life-changing challenges to complete 
her college education; her hard work and re-
silience was rewarded with both a pres-
tigious Congressional Black Caucus Founda-
tion Congressional internship in the Office of 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee and a 
Mickey Leland Congressional Fellow in 2010; 
and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams started 
her career in public service in the Office of 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee in the 
United States House of Representatives in 
2010 as a Field Representative and Case-
worker, she was later promoted in 2014 as a 
Senior Casework Manager and Special 
Events Coordinator; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams was a 
beloved employee and public servant, she 
was always there to lend a helping hand as 
demonstrated through the countless projects 
on which she worked on behalf of those who 
needed a hand up including the annual Beat 
the Heat Program; the 18th Congressional 
District’s ‘‘Moms Summit’’ and the ‘‘When 
Women Succeed America Succeeds’’ events 
designed to empower, educate and uplift 
women; the ‘‘Back to School’’ event that fur-
nishes children with backpacks and fresh 
haircuts; the annual Thanksgiving Turkey 
Giveaway; and her biggest love, the Toys for 
Kids annual event that provides young chil-
dren with the wonder and joy of the Christ-
mas season; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams’ desire 
to expand and continue her service to the 
Houston community led her to accept a posi-
tion as Community Liaison with the City of 
Houston in the Health and Human Services 
Department; and 

Whereas, Tonya Chissell Williams leaves to 
cherish her legacy her husband; Kendrick 
Lawrence Williams; one son, Jason Alex-

ander Chissell; her mother, Sharon Ann 
Chissell; her father, Joseph Rodriguez 
Chissell; two sisters, Shannon Elizabeth 
Chissell-Uzomaka (Santa Eugene) and Khian 
Chissell-Martin (Jeffrey); two brothers, Jo-
seph Nicholas Chissell and Rodriguez Joseph 
Lomax (Kewanda); her brother-in-law, 
Carlton Anthony Williams (Danielle); two 
nieces, Shariann (Sharie Berry) Elaine 
Uzomaka and Kamryn A. Martin; three neph-
ews Shawn A. Robinson, Jamoriss Martin, 
and Joseph N. Chissell, Jr. (deceased); and 
numerous other relatives, friends and col-
leagues. 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that, on behalf 
of the constituents of the Eighteenth Con-
gressional District of Texas, I, in great hu-
mility offer condolences to the family of 
Tonya Chissell Williams and those she leaves 
in God’s hands. Tonya was a true servant for 
the people of this city, state, and nation. 
Tonya’s work on earth is finished, and is de-
serving of the commendation and admiration 
of the United States Congress. As the Master 
says in Matthew 25:21, ‘‘Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.’’ 

f 

HONORING JEREMIAH WILLIAMS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable student, 
the late Mr. Jeremiah Williams. 

Jeremiah Williams was born on January 21, 
2002 in Greenville, Mississippi to Lashona Wil-
liams and Timothy Hawkins, Sr. Jeremiah was 
the sixth of eight children. Jeremiah’s earthly 
journey ended on November 9, 2018. 

Jeremiah was known to family and friends 
as ‘‘Dugga Wugga’’ or ‘‘Dugg’’. He was very 
passionate about sports. 

I gladly pay tribute to the memory of Jere-
miah, and although it was short, I commend 
the exemplary life he lived. It was his young 
life that walked by, leaving his footprints in our 
hearts forever. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the life and accomplishments of 
the late Mr. Jeremiah Williams for his dedica-
tion to serving others and giving back to the 
community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN J. 
RUSSELL 

HON. JOSH GOTTHEIMER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of John J . Russell 
of West Roxbury, Massachusetts, who was 
the loving and devoted father of Tricia Russell, 
my exceptional and incomparable Chief of 
Staff. 

Originally born in County Cork to parents 
James and Norah, John was a proud son of 
Ireland through and through. Like many gen-
erations of Irish who came to this country be-
fore him, he and his loving wife Joanne raised 
their family in Boston—proudly preserving and 
celebrating their heritage, faith, and traditions. 
John was blessed with the gift of the gab and 
was known for his ability to make friends or 

engage complete strangers anywhere. For this 
and the other gifts he was blessed with, in-
cluding his family, he was thankful—showing a 
devotion to his faith and his fellow parish-
ioners. 

While I did not know John personally, I feel 
as though I have come to know his many ex-
emplary qualities and his character through his 
daughter, who embodies his values day-in and 
day-out: selflessness and dedication, resil-
ience, and an unwavering commitment to 
doing right by others, no matter what. 

John’s devotion and adoration may not have 
always been spoken, but his actions and un-
adulterated love for his family were loud and 
clear. John undoubtedly was proud of Tricia 
and loved her dearly, helping her grow into the 
strong woman she is today. He was the rock 
on which the family was built and his spirit will 
continue to live on through Tricia and Joanne. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a beautiful old Irish 
saying for mourning a loved-one: ‘‘Ar dheis Dé 
go raibh a h’anam,’’ meaning ‘‘May his soul be 
on the right side of God.’’ For us, there is no 
question: John’s love for his family, his love 
for his home, and his faith have secured for 
him a new life in God’s embrace. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the life of 
John J. Russell and his extraordinary legacy. 

f 

HONORING CHASEN BULLOCK 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Chasen 
Bullock, for his work in my office and his serv-
ice to our state. 

Chasen worked in my Indiana office for 
nearly a year, serving as the head of our polit-
ical operations. Chasen is a rock star and was 
a tremendous leader and asset to our team. 
He brought a wealth of experience and knowl-
edge and was someone who became a trust-
ed adviser, but more importantly, a great 
friend. 

On a personal note, Chasen is one of the 
rarest beasts you can find in Washington—a 
talented leader with humility and integrity. I 
wish Chasen continued success in all that 
God has planned for him and his family. I 
have no doubt Chasen’s biggest impact on our 
nation are yet to come. I look forward to 
cheering Chasen on in those efforts. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF SARAH BLOCHER 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to express my gratitude to Sarah Blocher, a 
valued member of my Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee staff. Sarah is a dedicated public serv-
ant, committed to advancing the interests of 
the American people abroad. Her work has 
stemmed from her belief that strong, positive 
relations with our allies in Europe also 
strengthen our country. 

I have come to value Sarah’s insights into 
the challenges and opportunities in our trans-
atlantic relationships, as well as her advocacy 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:20 Dec 07, 2018 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A06DE8.042 E06DEPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T10:39:43-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




