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The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 4111) to amend the Small Busi-

ness Investment Act of 1958 to improve the 
number of small business investment compa-
nies in underlicensed States, and for other 
purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

Mr. CORNYN. I know of no further 
debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall it pass? 

The bill (H.R. 4111) was passed. 
Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, finally, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume executive session to con-
sider the McNamee nomination as 
under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Oklahoma. 
REMEMBERING GEORGE H.W. BUSH 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, as 
our Nation paused just for a little 
while this week to remember the 41st 
President of the United States and to 
honor his legacy and his life, I think it 
is important that we also pause here in 
the Senate Chamber, and, quite frank-
ly, I bring that same sense of respect 
from my State of Oklahoma. 

President Bush was widely known as 
our President. Quite frankly, one of the 
legacies I think he will leave the long-
est tale on is his commitment to faith 
and family. His compassion for people 
ran throughout his lifetime. 

The conversation during the funeral 
yesterday in Washington, DC—and it is 
happening right now in Houston—cen-
tered significantly around his relation-
ship with his beautiful wife Barbara. 
Seventy-three years of marriage is 
quite a legacy, and it is rare in Amer-
ica. It was a gift to America to see that 
kind of example set in front of us; it is 
that kind of commitment to their fam-
ily and to each other. 

They met each other at a dance in 
Greenwich, CT, in 1941, when he was a 
17-year-old high school senior and she 
was 16, and they went out to dance to-
gether with Glenn Miller songs play-
ing. Tell me that is not a throwback to 
a different time and a different age. 

They were engaged in 1943 at the 
height of the war. During that same 

time period, he was engaged in working 
with the United States to protect our 
country during World War II. He served 
as one of the youngest fighter pilots— 
the youngest during that time period. 

Some of his letters have survived, 
and much has been said about what a 
prolific, personal writer President Bush 
was in his own life. The letters he 
wrote to Barbara during that 1943 time 
period have survived, including a letter 
he wrote to her on December 12, 1943, 
when they were still engaged. He said: 

My darling . . . Bar, you have made my life 
full of everything I could ever dream of—my 
complete happiness should be a token of my 
love for you. 

Who writes like that, other than a 
man who is a great personal example to 
the Nation? 

They were married on January 6, 
1945, and had six children. They were 
the longest married Presidential cou-
ple, married 73 years. In 1994, Barbara 
Bush described herself and her husband 
in her memoirs as ‘‘the two luckiest 
people in the world, and when all the 
dust is settled and all the crowds are 
gone, the things that matter are faith, 
family and friends. We have been inor-
dinately blessed, and we know that.’’ 

In 1994, that same year—he is still 
writing her decades later—he wrote her 
on their anniversary with this note: 

Will you marry me? Oops, I forgot you did 
that 49 years ago today. I was very happy on 
that day in 1945. I’m even happier today. 
You’ve given me joy that few men know. I’ve 
climbed perhaps the highest mountain in the 
world, but even that cannot hold a candle to 
being Barbara’s husband. 

Their love story didn’t come without 
some challenges, though. Barbara was 
open about her struggle with depres-
sion in the 1970s. She described those 
times, saying this: 

Night after night, George held me weeping 
in his arms while I tried to explain my feel-
ings. I almost wonder why he didn’t leave 
me. 

But he didn’t. 
In 1953, their daughter Robin died of 

leukemia before her fourth birthday. 
The family struggled significantly with 
that. In fact, even President Bush 43 
referenced it yesterday at the funeral 
here in Washington, DC, but George 
Bush wrote about it during that time 
period as well. He wrote about the loss 
of their daughter Robin, who died at 3 
years old. He wrote to Barbara: 

There is about our house a need. . . . We 
need some soft blond hair to offset those 
crew cuts. We need a doll house to stand firm 
against our forts and racquets and thousand 
baseball cards. 

We need someone who’s afraid of frogs. . . . 
We need a little one who can kiss without 
leaving an egg or jam or gum. 

We need a girl. 
We had one once—she’d fight and cry and 

play and make her way, just like the rest. 
But there was about her a certain softness. 

She was patient—her hugs were just a lit-
tle less wiggly. 

But she is still with us. We need her and 
yet we have her. We can’t touch her, and yet 
we can feel her. 

We hope she’ll stay in our house for a long, 
long time. 

In 1953, even in times of personal 
struggle, their love for each other and 
their tenacious compassion and passion 
for their family carried them through. 

George Bush was at his wife’s side 
when she died earlier this year, on 
April 12, at age 92. 

On George Bush’s 18th birthday, he 
enlisted in the Armed Forces. As I 
mentioned before, he was the youngest 
pilot in the Navy when he received his 
wings. He flew 58 combat missions dur-
ing World War II. 

He served two terms as a Representa-
tive to Congress from Texas and ran 
unsuccessfully for the Senate—though 
his dad’s desk, when he was in the Sen-
ate, was right there when he was a U.S. 
Senator. 

President Bush served as the Chief 
Diplomatic Envoy in China, even be-
fore the United States had formally 
opened the official Beijing Embassy. 

He became the 11th Director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency—which 
was, at that time, called the DCI—from 
1976 to 1977. He is the only President 
who previously held that position. In-
teresting enough, many people don’t 
know that the CIA headquarters in 
Langley are actually named for Presi-
dent Bush and have been that way for 
a long time. 

It was an interesting season when he 
was the leader of the CIA in the 1970s. 
There was a lot of mistrust between 
U.S. citizens and Central Intelligence. 
At that time, President Bush did some-
thing exceptional as the Director of 
Central Intelligence. He actually pro-
vided transparency—a radical idea— 
where he would come to the Hill and 
invite Members of the House and the 
Senate to his house, and they would 
have informal dinners to talk about 
what they were doing. He came to the 
Hill 51 times to testify before the 
House and the Senate, a record that is 
still unsurpassed by any Director of 
National Intelligence. It is a remark-
able record of transparency and of lead-
ership. 

In 1980, he campaigned for the Presi-
dency but lost. Then he was tapped by 
the President he lost to in the primary, 
a gentleman named Ronald Reagan, to 
be his Vice President. Interestingly 
enough, at 50 years old, which I am 
today, the first President I really re-
member watching was President 
Reagan—and Vice President Bush—to 
see how they handled things. It was re-
markable leadership during that time 
period. 

In 1988, he won the Republican nomi-
nation for President and then became 
President—the first President I ever 
had the opportunity to vote for. At 
that time, I was 20 years old. So for my 
first time ever to vote for President, I 
had the privilege to vote for President 
Bush and the honor to sit in the Cathe-
dral yesterday to recognize his life. 

He was a remarkable President for 
being a one-term President—pushing 
back the Sandinistas who were rav-
aging Nicaragua; transitioning Europe 
out of the Cold War; finishing the Cold 
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War without a shot being fired; uni-
fying Germany when most of Europe, 
as the Soviet Union fell and the Berlin 
Wall fell after Reagan’s famous ‘‘Mr. 
Gorbachev, tear down this wall’’—the 
wall didn’t actually come down at that 
moment; it came down during the Bush 
administration, as they led Germany 
out of that and then into unification, 
even though most of Europe did not 
want a unified Germany, remembering 
still what a unified Germany did dur-
ing World War II. He led through that. 

He led, as President, Americans to 
start thinking about other Americans 
in a new way, to stop saying so much 
that the government should provide for 
every issue, though the government 
has a role. But he pushed back on 
something he called the ‘‘thousand 
points of light’’ and challenged Ameri-
cans to take care of their neighbors in 
their neighborhoods and for us not to 
look toward Washington, DC, to solve 
each problem but for nonprofits and 
communities and churches and the en-
gagement of neighbor to neighbor to be 
able to turn around a nation. It was a 
remarkable calling for us to be called 
to each other. 

In 1992, he lost his bid for reelection. 
But it is interesting that in his speech, 
just after he lost the election, he made 
this statement: 

I hope history will record that the Bush ad-
ministration has served America well. I am 
proud of my Cabinet and my staff. America 
has led the world through an age of global 
transition; we’ve made the world safer for 
our kids. And I believe the real fruits of our 
global victory are yet to be tasted. 

If he were seated here today, I would 
tell him: We are still tasting the fruits 
of that freedom. 

He made this statement, as well, at 
the same time: 

Ours is a nation that has shed the blood of 
war and cried the tears of depression. We 
have stretched the limits of human imagina-
tion and seen the technologically miraculous 
become almost mundane. Always, always, 
our advantage has been our spirit, a constant 
confidence, a sense that in America the only 
things not yet accomplished are the things 
that have not yet been tried. 

Then he said this: 
President-elect Clinton needs all Ameri-

cans to unite behind him so he can move our 
nation forward. But, more than that, he will 
need to draw upon this unique American 
spirit. 

Multiple individuals have recently 
referenced the letter that President 
Bush left for President Clinton on the 
desk in the Oval Office so that when 
the transition occurred, President Clin-
ton would walk into his new office in 
1993 and see this letter that ends with 
this statement, dated January 20, 1993. 
It is a long note, but it ends with this 
handwritten statement: 

You will be our President when you read 
this note. 

And he underlined the word ‘‘our.’’ 
I wish you well. I wish your family well. 
Your success is now our country’s success. 

I am rooting hard for you. 

That is a pretty remarkable state-
ment for someone who had just been 

beaten in the campaign to then turn as 
an American leader and say: America 
still continues, and we are rooting for 
your success. 

He left office and continued to serve, 
continued to press the ‘‘thousand 
points of light,’’ continued to encour-
age people to serve their neighbors and 
to serve each other, and he continued 
to love his beautiful Barbara. 

He celebrated watching his kids get 
elected to office, including President of 
the United States, but he continued to 
be who he was—a gentle, compas-
sionate, faith-filled person, who wanted 
the best for our Nation. 

He showed us how to lose gracefully 
and not make enemies of our adver-
saries, and he turned political foes into 
lasting friends. Interestingly enough, 
on June 12 of this year, on his 94th 
birthday, he wrote a note again to 
some friends. In that note he wrote 
earlier this year, he said: 

I am truly touched and overwhelmed by all 
the messages I have received today. And al-
though I have seen them all, I can no longer 
answer them all. My 94-year-old hands would 
rebel. Just know I appreciated hearing from 
you. As many of you know, for years I have 
said the three most important things in life 
are faith, family, and friends. My faith has 
never been stronger. I am blessed with the 
world’s most loving family. And thanks to 
you, I feel the love of the best friends a man 
ever had. My heart is full on this first day of 
my 95th year. 

As I walked out of the funeral yester-
day, I turned to the person next to me 
and said: I think that is the first polit-
ical funeral or event I have ever been 
to where I have been able to honor a 
life where Jesus got equal time. 

At a lot of funerals, it is all about 
them. President Bush shaped a funeral 
where it was as much about his rela-
tionship with God as it was about his 
history and legacy. It is a remarkable 
reminder of a man who prioritized, as 
he said, his faith, his family, and his 
friends, and it sets an example for the 
Nation. 

He was around Oklahoma a lot, as 
well. He popped in and out. He spoke at 
Oklahoma State University at gradua-
tion while he was President. In fact, he 
made a famous comment about stop-
ping in at Eskimo Joe’s, a local res-
taurant there, and he endorsed the 
cheese fries in front of thousands of 
people and across the Nation. 

He stopped in at a different time at 
Cattlemen’s restaurant in Oklahoma 
City. He popped in and ate a great 
steak. He said: If you are ever in Okla-
homa, stop in at Cattlemen’s. Folks at 
Cattlemen’s still talk about the time 
President Bush showed up and had a 
steak. He met everybody in the res-
taurant, and he even went into the 
kitchen and met all the cooks. The 
folks still remember it well. 

He stopped in at Enid with Don Nick-
les. In fact, Don Nickles, my prede-
cessor Senator, tells the story that he 
went to Maine at one point, when he 
was the whip in the Senate, to have a 
briefing with President Bush and a 
small group at his place in Maine. 

While he was there, the President of-
fered to take him on a quick boat ride 
to be able to get over, and President 
Bush was notorious for his speedboat, 
in which he put people and just 
rammed the throttle full speed in take-
off, because his boat could go faster 
than the Secret Service boat that was 
following them, and he loved to be able 
to outrun them and take off. 

Even after his retirement as Presi-
dent, there is the story from one of our 
staff members who writes about a 
friend who was a student at Texas A&M 
University, where the President had 
his library. He tells the story of this 20- 
year-old student named Michael, who 
is serving as a personal aide to the 
Bush Foundation and how one day in 
the morning President Bush walked up 
to this 20-year-old who was working 
there and said: Are you hungry? 

To which he replied: I am always 
hungry. 

President Bush took him to lunch 
that day. This was in 2004. The two of 
them sat, and the President peppered 
him with questions about his family, 
about his background, and about his 
siblings. Michael got to call his family 
later that day and say: Hey, I just had 
lunch with the President. 

What was interesting is Michael’s 
statement, which was this: President 
Bush made me feel like I was the Presi-
dent. 

May it be said of all of us: No matter 
what our title is, no matter what our 
position is, no matter what our place 
is, at the end of our life, we would still 
be talking about our faith, our family, 
and our friends—that for every person 
around us, we expect compassion and 
gratitude for them and to set a good 
example for them. May it be in our po-
litical discourse, and may it be in our 
homes and our communities. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
f 

NOMINATION OF BERNARD L. 
MCNAMEE 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, 
President Trump has nominated Ber-
nard McNamee to be a member of the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, FERC. 

FERC is an independent agency that 
regulates the interstate transmission 
of electricity, natural gas, and oil. 
FERC also reviews proposals to build 
liquefied natural gas, LNG, terminals 
and interstate natural gas pipelines, as 
well as licensing hydropower projects. 

Historically, FERC has been inde-
pendent and nonpartisan. I am con-
cerned that, if confirmed, Mr. 
McNamee would threaten the non-
partisan independence of FERC. 

Mr. McNamee has a long-standing 
history of being an opponent of clean 
energy and led Texas’s efforts to chal-
lenge the Obama administration’s 
Clean Power Plan. 

In remarks before the Texas Public 
Policy Foundation, TPPF, and spon-
sored by Koch Industries in February 
2018, Mr. McNamee said fossil fuels are 
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