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respect throughout decades of public
service. There is no one better quali-
fied to lead this Russia investigation in
terms of intellect, experience, or char-
acter than Robert Mueller. A lot of
Americans are glad he is leading this
effort to find out what happened, how
the Russians were able to interfere in
our election. Robert Mueller and his
team have already produced results,
and their work has sent a powerful
message to Russia—and to any other
foreign or domestic entity that would
interfere with our elections—that the
United States will not tolerate any at-
tack on our democracy.

Mr. Mueller’s investigation is critical
to our national security, and it must
be protected from interference by the
President or anyone else. It is now
more important than ever that the
Senate pass legislation to protect the
investigation and Mr. Mueller’s job
from interference of any kind. I call on
the Senate once again to take a vote
on the Special Council Independence
and Integrity Act.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the vote
scheduled for 1:45 occur now.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Kraninger nom-
ination?

Mr. MORAN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PERDUE). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 49, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 255 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Alexander Flake Murkowski
Barrasso Gardner Paul
Blunt Graham Perdue
Boozman Grassley Portman
Burr Hatch Risch
Capito Heller Roberts
Cassidy Hoeven Rounds
Collins Hyde-Smith 5
Corker Inhofe Istublo
asse

Cornyn Isakson

Scott
Cotton Johnson
Crapo Kennedy ShEI,by
Cruz Kyl Sullivan
Daines Lankford Thune
Enzi Lee qumey
Ernst McConnell Wicker
Fischer Moran Young

NAYS—49

Baldwin Cardin Duckworth
Bennet Carper Durbin
Blumenthal Casey Feinstein
Booker Coons Gillibrand
Brown Cortez Masto Harris
Cantwell Donnelly Hassan
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Heinrich Menendez Smith
Heitkamp Merkley Stabenow
Hirono Murphy Tester
Jones Murray Udall
Kaine Nelson Van Hollen
King Peters Warner
Klobuchar Reed Warren
Leahy Sanders :
Manchin Schatz &I;E?Il: ouse
Markey Schumer

MecCaskill Shaheen

NOT VOTING—1
Tillis

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid on
the table, and the President will be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 1046.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Justin George
Muzinich, of New York, to be Deputy
Secretary of the Treasury.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Justin George Muzinich, of New
York, to be Deputy Secretary of the Treas-
ury.

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, Jerry
Moran, Lisa Murkowski, John Bar-
rasso, David Perdue, Ron Johnson,
Shelley Moore Capito, John Cornyn,
Marco Rubio, Tom Cotton, Steve
Daines, Michael B. Enzi, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, Lamar Alexander, John Ken-
nedy, Deb Fischer.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S7341

The Senator from Tennessee.
U.S.-CHINA FENTANYL AGREEMENT

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President,
there is uncertainty reported in the
news about the trade agreements and
discussions that the President of the
United States and the President of
China had last weekend, but one thing
is certain: The agreement that Presi-
dent Trump and the President of China
made last Saturday concerning
fentanyl—a deadly synthetic opioid
which is mostly produced in China and
which is the largest growing contrib-
utor to opioid deaths in the United
States—will save thousands of Amer-
ican lives.

Last Saturday evening, President
Trump and President Xi announced
that China will designate all fentanyl-
like substances as controlled sub-
stances, which will make the selling of
fentanyl subject to the maximum pen-
alty under Chinese law.

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid. It can
be 100 times stronger than opioid pre-
scription pills. It is the source of the
greatest increase in opioid overdoses in
our country.

According to our Drug Enforcement
Administration, one way or another,
almost all of the fentanyl that is used
in the United States comes from China.
Here is how: Traffickers in China mod-
ify the chemical makeup of fentanyl to
bypass the authorities. Scheduling all
fentanyl-like substances as a class,
which is what President Xi agreed to
do, is the single most important step
that could be taken to stop the flow of
deadly fentanyl from China into the
United States.

Let me tell you a story about one ac-
tion that helped us get to that point.
About 4 weeks ago, I led a senior dele-
gation of five Senators and two Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives to
Beijing to meet with Chinese leaders.
They, of course, expected us to talk
about agriculture, energy, and trade
issues, which are sources of major dis-
agreement between China and the
United States, and we did, but at the
urging of the U.S. Ambassador to
China, former Iowa Governor Terry
Branstad, we made fentanyl and the
opioid crisis the primary point of our
visit.

President Trump had already men-
tioned fentanyl to President Xi a few
months earlier, and China had already
taken steps to help the United States
by stemming the flow of fentanyl into
our country. China announced that it
was controlling 25 different substances
of fentanyl. The Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration told us while we were in
China 4 weeks ago that after China
took those steps, there was a dramatic
decrease in the amount of fentanyl
available in the United States.

In other words, while we were there,
we asked China to do more of what it
was already doing—instead of control-
ling just 25 types of fentanyl, to con-
trol it all, make it all illegal. Control-
ling all of it allows China’s narcotics
agents to go after anyone in China who
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