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are the United States of America—the 
United States of America. We take care 
of each other when we know bad things 
are happening in different parts of the 
country. 

Kind of related again to this reac-
tion, Senator MURKOWSKI and I had the 
opportunity to go out to the Incident 
Command Center. Yes, there are times 
when you don’t feel like the different 
levels of government are working or 
coordinating. By the way, our first re-
sponders include our military, our Na-
tional Guard, which does such a great 
job. This Incident Command Center 
would give any American pride because 
they were all there, almost like a bat-
tle, like a war, like an op center, for 
the military people watching. It was 
FEMA, it was Federal, it was the mili-
tary, it was the State, and it was local, 
all working like this, literally working 
together, hand in glove. 

So to my constituents, we are going 
to have a long road to recovery, there 
is no doubt about that, but people are 
already getting on it. There are going 
to be frustrations, and we have to work 
through those. I know people are still 
scared and nervous and wondering how 
they are going to pay for all the dam-
age, but we are going to work through 
that together. 

For my colleagues here in the Sen-
ate, you know, we have had a lot of 
natural disasters over the last few 
years—at least since I have been here 
in the Senate—throughout the country. 
There were hurricanes in Florida, Lou-
isiana, and Houston, TX. California 
just went through horrendous wildfires 
that killed so many of our fellow 
Americans. This body acts. This body 
has acted with disaster relief funding. 

I remember saying to a number of 
Senators here and to my constituents 
that when those big—some of those 
packages have been big in terms of the 
funding, in terms of the dollars. Col-
leagues said: Hey, Dan, we need your 
vote on this. 

None of that money was going to 
Alaska, but I remember saying each 
time: You know, I am voting for these 
packages. Why? I think it is the right 
thing to do. 

Also, let’s face it, but for the grace of 
God go I and my State and my con-
stituents. I live in a State where there 
are all kinds of natural disasters, such 
as wildfires, earthquakes, volcanoes, 
tsunamis. But I think that is the atti-
tude here in general. When bad things 
happen—particularly natural disas-
ters—to other parts of the country, the 
vast majority of this body says: Hey, I 
am going to help. I am going to help. 

So I am already getting the sense 
that my colleagues here will make sure 
that help comes to Alaska as we con-
tinue to assess the damage. 

I also want to just mention to the 
American people who are watching, in-
cluding Alaskans or folks from the 
lower 48, Senator MURKOWSKI and Con-
gressman YOUNG and I held a press con-
ference on Friday afternoon after talk-
ing to the Federal Government, work-

ing closely with our State leaders, to 
give people information. It was a na-
tional press conference—actually na-
tional media coverage—so I took the 
opportunity—a lot of this was still 
going on, including aftershocks, and we 
didn’t know. We didn’t know if there 
were 200 people killed. So I asked peo-
ple watching to pray for their fellow 
Americans up in Alaska. 

As I mentioned, yes, we were pre-
pared. Yes, the building codes in Alas-
ka are probably some of the strongest 
on the planet. I am so proud of our stu-
dents, who were trained by great teach-
ers. Our first responders were out there 
in the cold within minutes, let alone 
others working, and are still doing it, 
by the way. 

I have no doubt that part of the rea-
son we had zero fatalities, zero deaths 
with a 7.0 earthquake in a city of al-
most 300,000 people—in most parts of 
the world, there would not be zero 
deaths; there would probably be thou-
sands. I have no doubt that part of the 
reason is because of those prayers. So I 
want to thank anyone and everyone 
who was praying for Alaska that day 
because I guarantee you, it mattered. 

To my fellow Alaskans, I again want 
to thank you. I think that on Friday 
and even continuing up to today, you 
represent the best of America, the best 
of what we as Americans love to see in 
our fellow Americans: resilience, 
toughness, preparedness, and helping 
each other. That was on display and 
has been on display, and I couldn’t be 
prouder to represent the great State of 
Alaska, particularly now. 

We have a lot of work to do. There 
are going to be frustrations. It is going 
to take time. But be assured that we 
will be working here and at home— 
Senator MURKOWSKI and I but also with 
our colleagues—to make our recovery 
from this massive earthquake as 
speedy as possible. 

God bless. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

YOUNG). The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination: Executive Calendar 
No. 1200. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination as follows: 

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade 

indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10, 
U.S.C., section 601 to be Vice Admiral: Vice 
Admiral James J. Malloy. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nomination. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
vote on the nomination with no inter-
vening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action; 
that no further motions be in order; 
and that any statements relating to 
the nomination be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

There being no further debate, the 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Malloy nomination? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING JACK MACKENZIE 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on No-
vember 28, Quincy, IL, lost a legend in 
Coach John ‘‘Jack’’ Butler Mackenzie 
at the age of 77. Jack was the architect 
of an amazing soccer program at Quin-
cy University. He led the Franciscan 
school’s soccer program to nine Na-
tional Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics, NAIA, National Champion-
ships and 516 victories, making him the 
tenth all-time in NCAA history for 
wins, regardless of division. He did all 
of this while setting examples as a 
coach, a father, grandfather, and lead-
er. 

Jack was born on February 26, 1941, 
to John ‘‘Scottie’’ and Mary Jane Mac-
kenzie. He attended McBride High 
School in 1959 and earned a scholarship 
to play football at the University of 
Missouri. After a year, Jack left to at-
tend Washington University in St. 
Louis, earning both a bachelor’s degree 
in physical education and a master’s in 
education. 

Jack married his high school sweet-
heart, Sharon Bechtold, in June of 1962. 
He enjoyed telling people that he fell 
in love with her in sixth grade. Jack 
worked at Augustinian Academy in St. 
Louis and was on the cusp of making a 
big decision. 

In 1969, at the urging of his best 
friend, Frank Longo, who introduced 
soccer to Quincy, Jack moved from St. 
Louis to run the Quincy University 
soccer program. QU had already won 
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