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him universal admiration. Some said
that he had a very unorthodox way of
hitting the ball, yet he had four bat-
ting titles and 3,000 hits exactly on the
last day of the season—the last season
he played before he passed. He won four
batting titles.

He had one of the most incredible
arms in right field you ever saw. I still
remember a day in New York when he
threw a ball from the right field fence
to third base without a bounce. For a
person of my age, who cannot throw
the ball but 100 feet, perhaps, that was
quite a sight to see.

But there was another person in
Clemente: the person who was always
trying to build up people of color; who
was always trying to build up a rela-
tionship with Latin America, knowing
how important baseball was to Latin
America and how important baseball
was to Latin Americans and people in
the territory of Puerto Rico. He played
a role in being that ambassador, to the
point where, when Nicaragua suffered a
hurricane that killed about 7,000 people
and thousands of people were without
food or water, he decided to lead a cou-
ple of planeloads of relief efforts to
Nicaragua.

But as times had it in those days—
and perhaps even these days, too—
some, if not all of the supplies he was
sending of food and water to Nicaragua
were being stolen and sold on the black
market. So he decided he was going to
g0 himself on the next trip. He was so
revered and respected in Nicaragua, no-
body would dare touch anything if he
was on the ground. So he left on a
plane on December 31, 1972. After tak-
ing off, the plane went into the water.
Roberto’s body was never found.

I am not a psychologist or psychia-
trist, but I so believe that we Puerto
Ricans, whether we are from New
York, New Jersey, or Puerto Rico, born
or not born in Puerto Rico, still hold a
certain need to have found him and to
have given him the proper burial. But
that never happened.

When we do what we do today, hope-
fully, we continue to honor this man
who was not only the first Latino in
the Hall of Fame, who not only batted
317 in his lifetime, which is not an easy
accomplishment, and who not only had
3,000 hits and had a rifle for an arm,
who was—although people would say it
was only two World Series—the only
player to get a hit in every single
World Series game he played—14 of
them—he was just exceptional. To this
day, I can tell you that there are more
Puerto Ricans who use the number 21,
although it has nothing to do with
them, on their email, than any other
number. There are more Kids in Puerto
Rico and throughout the States and
the other territories who, when joining
a team, ask for number 21 on their uni-
form, for Roberto.

That is what he means to us, that is
what he means to the country, and as
the people in Pittsburgh will tell you,
it is not just Puerto Ricans. It is Amer-
icans in general. This is a great thing
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we are doing. I applaud and support the
efforts of the chairman and the rank-
ing member.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as she may consume to
the gentlewoman from Puerto Rico
(Miss GONZALEZ-COLON).

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico. Mr. Speaker, I thank the chair-
man for allowing me to speak on behalf
of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I really believe this is
important. Puerto Ricans feel very
proud of the legacy of Roberto
Clemente. He was not just a local hero,
but a national hero, both in the arena
and in his life. Actually, that is the
reason, when Puerto Rico becomes a
State, it will be the recommendation
for one of his statues to be sent to the
capital. He is a figure that united Puer-
to Rico.

I rise today to express my strongest
support for H. Res. 792, introduced by
my good friend and colleague, JOSE
SERRANO. This resolution will urge the
Secretary of the Interior to recognize
the significance of the place of death of
Puerto Rican baseball star Roberto
Clemente, located near Pinones in
Loiza, Puerto Rico, by adding it to the
National Register of Historic Places.

Roberto Clemente, as I said, was a
hero and role model in Puerto Rico and
across the nation. Throughout his dis-
tinguished career, he won two Major
League Baseball World Series Cham-
pionships, was named Most Valuable
Player, and was an All-Star for 12 sea-
sons. Clemente also served this Nation
as a United States Marine Corps Re-
servist.

Roberto Clemente was committed to
caring and helping those in need. In the
aftermath of a devastating earthquake
in 1972, he decided to travel to Nica-
ragua to provide humanitarian aid. His
plane crashed shortly after departing
Puerto Rico, and he tragically passed
at the age of 38.

That is the reason his family, still in
Puerto Rico, started a foundation.
Many schools have his name on it, but
he also has the legacy of supporting
young people to play baseball and com-
mit to their communities and be better
in society. Clemente was that role
model.

He was a great humanitarian and
great athlete. He was the embodiment
of a baseball legend who contributed to
the betterment of society. I am glad
that this House is honoring his legacy
by considering H. Res. 792.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation. I thank Con-
gressman SERRANO for allowing this
recognition that unites hundreds of
people not only in Puerto Rico, but for
sports all over. I also thank Chairman
BisHOP for supporting this, although I
was expecting him to have the numbers
of his baseball career.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
this is a good piece of legislation. I just
wish that when the Dodgers left him
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vulnerable in 1966, the Cubbies had
picked him up, instead of the Pirates.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 792, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

INDIAN TRIBAL ENERGY DEVEL-
OPMENT AND SELF-DETERMINA-
TION ACT AMENDMENTS OF 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 245) to amend the Indian Tribal
Energy Development and Self Deter-
mination Act of 2005, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 245

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
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al Energy Development and Self-Determina-
tion Act Amendments of 2017,
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(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;

(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(E) consult with each applicable Indian
tribe before adopting or approving a well
spacing program or plan applicable to the en-
ergy resources of that Indian tribe or the
members of that Indian tribe.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

““(4) PLANNING.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pro-
gram established by paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall provide technical assistance to
interested Indian tribes to develop energy
plans, including—

‘“(i) plans for electrification;

‘“(ii) plans for oil and gas permitting, re-
newable energy permitting, energy effi-
ciency, electricity generation, transmission
planning, water planning, and other planning
relating to energy issues;

‘‘(iii) plans for the development of energy
resources and to ensure the protection of
natural, historic, and cultural resources; and

“(iv) any other plans that would assist an
Indian tribe in the development or use of en-
ergy resources.

‘““(B) COOPERATION.—In establishing the
program under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall work in cooperation with the Office of
Indian Energy Policy and Programs of the
Department of Energy.”’.

(b) DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY INDIAN ENERGY
EDUCATION PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAM.—Section 2602(b)(2) of the
Energy Policy Act of 1992 (25 TU.S.C.
3502(b)(2)) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by inserting ¢, intertribal organiza-
tion,” after ‘‘Indian tribe’’;

(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (C) and
(D) as subparagraphs (D) and (E), respec-
tively; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the
following:

‘(C) activities to increase the capacity of
Indian tribes to manage energy development
and energy efficiency programs;’’.

(c) DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY LOAN GUAR-
ANTEE PROGRAM.—Section 2602(c) of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 1992 (25 U.S.C. 3502(c)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or a trib-
al energy development organization’ after
“Indian tribe’’;

(2) in paragraph (3)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘guarantee’ and inserting
‘“‘guaranteed’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘or’’;

(C) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘(C) a tribal energy development organiza-
tion, from funds of the tribal energy develop-
ment organization.”; and

(3) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘The Sec-
retary of Energy may’’ and inserting ‘‘Not
later than 1 year after the date of enactment
of the Indian Tribal Energy Development
and Self-Determination Act Amendments of
2017, the Secretary of Energy shall”.

SEC. 102. INDIAN TRIBAL ENERGY RESOURCE
REGULATION.

Section 2603(c) of the Energy Policy Act of
1992 (25 U.S.C. 3503(c)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘on the re-
quest of an Indian tribe, the Indian tribe”’
and inserting ‘‘on the request of an Indian
tribe or a tribal energy development organi-
zation, the Indian tribe or tribal energy de-
velopment organization’; and

(2) in paragraph (2)(B), by inserting ‘‘or
tribal energy development organization”
after ‘“‘Indian tribe”.
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SEC. 103. TRIBAL ENERGY RESOURCE
MENTS.

(a) AMENDMENT.—Section 2604 of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 1992 (25 U.S.C. 3504) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘or”’
after the semicolon at the end;

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) by striking clause (i) and inserting the
following:

‘“(i) an electric production, generation,
transmission, or distribution facility (in-
cluding a facility that produces electricity
from renewable energy resources) located on
tribal land; or’’; and

(IT) in clause (ii)—

(aa) by inserting ‘‘, at least a portion of
which have been’’ after ‘‘energy resources’’;

(bb) by inserting ‘‘or produced from’ after
‘‘developed on’’; and

(ce) by striking ‘‘and” after the semicolon
at the end and inserting “‘or’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

(e pooling, unitization, or
communitization of the energy mineral re-
sources of the Indian tribe located on tribal
land with any other energy mineral resource
(including energy mineral resources owned
by the Indian tribe or an individual Indian in
fee, trust, or restricted status or by any
other persons or entities) if the owner, or, if
appropriate, lessee, of the resources has con-
sented or consents to the pooling, unitiza-
tion, or communitization of the other re-
sources under any lease or agreement; and’’;
and

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

‘“(2) a lease or business agreement de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall not require re-
view by, or the approval of, the Secretary
under section 2103 of the Revised Statutes (25
U.S.C. 81), or any other provision of law (in-
cluding regulations), if the lease or business
agreement—

‘“(A) was executed—

‘(1) in accordance with the requirements of
a tribal energy resource agreement in effect
under subsection (e) (including the periodic
review and evaluation of the activities of the
Indian tribe under the agreement, to be con-
ducted pursuant to subparagraphs (D) and
(E) of subsection (e)(2)); or

‘(ii) by the Indian tribe and a tribal energy
development organization for which the In-
dian tribe has obtained a certification pursu-
ant to subsection (h); and

‘“(B) has a term that does not exceed—

‘(1) 80 years; or

‘“(ii) in the case of a lease for the produc-
tion of oil resources, gas resources, or both,
10 years and as long thereafter as oil or gas
is produced in paying quantities.”’;

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following:

“(b) RIGHTS-OF-WAY.—An Indian tribe may
grant a right-of-way over tribal land without
review or approval by the Secretary if the
right-of-way—

“1) serves—

“(A) an electric production, generation,
transmission, or distribution facility (in-
cluding a facility that produces electricity
from renewable energy resources) located on
tribal land;

‘“(B) a facility located on tribal land that
extracts, produces, processes, or refines en-
ergy resources; or

“(C) the purposes, or facilitates in carrying
out the purposes, of any lease or agreement
entered into for energy resource develop-
ment on tribal land;

‘“(2) was executed—

‘“(A) in accordance with the requirements
of a tribal energy resource agreement in ef-
fect under subsection (e) (including the peri-
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odic review and evaluation of the activities
of the Indian tribe under the agreement, to
be conducted pursuant to subparagraphs (D)
and (E) of subsection (e)(2)); or

‘“(B) by the Indian tribe and a tribal energy
development organization for which the In-
dian tribe has obtained a certification pursu-
ant to subsection (h); and

‘“(3) has a term that does not exceed 30
years.’’;

(3) by striking subsection (d) and inserting
the following:

‘(d) VALIDITY.—No lease or business agree-
ment entered into, or right-of-way granted,
pursuant to this section shall be valid unless
the lease, business agreement, or right-of-
way is authorized by subsection (a) or (b).”’;

(4) in subsection (e)—

(A) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—

‘“(A) AUTHORIZATION.—On or after the date
of enactment of the Indian Tribal Energy De-
velopment and Self-Determination Act
Amendments of 2017, a qualified Indian tribe
may submit to the Secretary a tribal energy
resource agreement governing leases, busi-
ness agreements, and rights-of-way under
this section.

‘(B) NOTICE OF COMPLETE PROPOSED AGREE-
MENT.—Not later than 60 days after the date
on which the tribal energy resource agree-
ment is submitted under subparagraph (A),
the Secretary shall—

‘(i) notify the Indian tribe as to whether
the agreement is complete or incomplete;

‘“(ii) if the agreement is incomplete, notify
the Indian tribe of what information or docu-
mentation is needed to complete the submis-
sion; and

¢“(iii) identify and notify the Indian tribe of
the financial assistance, if any, to be pro-
vided by the Secretary to the Indian tribe to
assist in the implementation of the tribal en-
ergy resource agreement, including the envi-
ronmental review of individual projects.

‘(C) EFrFECT.—Nothing in this paragraph
precludes the Secretary from providing any
financial assistance at any time to the In-
dian tribe to assist in the implementation of
the tribal energy resource agreement.’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking ‘“(2)(A)” and all that follows
through the end of subparagraph (A) and in-
serting the following:

*“(2) PROCEDURE.—

‘“(A) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—On the date that is 271
days after the date on which the Secretary
receives a tribal energy resource agreement
from a qualified Indian tribe under para-
graph (1), the tribal energy resource agree-
ment shall take effect, unless the Secretary
disapproves the tribal energy resource agree-
ment under subparagraph (B).

“(ii) REVISED TRIBAL ENERGY RESOURCE
AGREEMENT.—On the date that is 91 days
after the date on which the Secretary re-
ceives a revised tribal energy resource agree-
ment from a qualified Indian tribe under
paragraph (4)(B), the revised tribal energy
resource agreement shall take effect, unless
the Secretary disapproves the revised tribal
energy resource agreement under subpara-
graph (B).”;

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) by striking ‘“(B)” and all that follows
through clause (ii) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘(B) DISAPPROVAL.—The Secretary shall
disapprove a tribal energy resource agree-
ment submitted pursuant to paragraph (1) or
(4)(B) only if—

‘(i) a provision of the tribal energy re-
source agreement violates applicable Federal
law (including regulations) or a treaty appli-
cable to the Indian tribe;
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‘‘(ii) the tribal energy resource agreement
does not include one or more provisions re-
quired under subparagraph (D); or’’; and

(IT) in clause (iii)—

(aa) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by striking ‘“‘includes’ and all that follows
through ‘‘section—’’ and inserting ‘‘does not
include provisions that, with respect to any
lease, business agreement, or right-of-way to
which the tribal energy resource agreement
applies—"’;

(bb) by striking subclauses (I), (II), (V),
(VIII), and (XV);
(cc) by redesignating clauses (III), (IV),

(VI), (VII), (IX) through (XIV), and (XVI) as
clauses (I), (II), (II), (IV), (V) through (X),
and (XI), respectively;

(dd) in item (bb) of subclause (XI) (as re-
designated by item (cc))—

(AA) by striking ‘‘or tribal’’; and

(BB) by striking the period at the end and
inserting a semicolon; and

(ee) by adding at the end the following:

“(XII) include a certification by the Indian
tribe that the Indian tribe has—

‘‘(aa) carried out a contract or compact
under title I or IV of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (256
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) for a period of not less
than 3 consecutive years ending on the date
on which the Indian tribe submits the appli-
cation without material audit exception (or
without any material audit exceptions that
were not corrected within the 3-year period)
relating to the management of tribal land or
natural resources; or

““(bb) substantial experience in the admin-
istration, review, or evaluation of energy re-
source leases or agreements or has otherwise
substantially participated in the administra-
tion, management, or development of energy
resources located on the tribal land of the
Indian tribe; and

“(XIII) at the option of the Indian tribe,
identify which functions, if any, authorizing
any operational or development activities
pursuant to a lease, right-of-way, or business
agreement approved by the Indian tribe, that
the Indian tribe intends to conduct.”’;

(iii) in subparagraph (C)—

(I) by striking clauses (i) and (ii);

(IT) by redesignating clauses (iii) through
(v) as clauses (ii) through (iv), respectively;
and

(IIT) by inserting before clause (ii) (as re-
designated by subclause (IT)) the following:

‘(i) a process for ensuring that—

‘(I) the public is informed of, and has rea-
sonable opportunity to comment on, any sig-
nificant environmental impacts of the pro-
posed action; and

“(IT) the Indian tribe provides responses to
relevant and substantive public comments
on any impacts described in subclause (I) be-
fore the Indian tribe approves the lease, busi-
ness agreement, or right-of-way;’’;

(iv) in subparagraph (D)(ii), by striking
“‘subparagraph (B)(iii)(XVI)” and inserting
““subparagraph (B)(iv)(XI)’’; and

(v) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(F) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—A tribal energy
resource agreement that takes effect pursu-
ant to this subsection shall remain in effect
to the extent any provision of the tribal en-
ergy resource agreement is consistent with
applicable Federal law (including regula-
tions), unless the tribal energy resource
agreement is—

‘(i) rescinded by the Secretary pursuant to
paragraph (7)(D)(iii)(II); or

‘‘(ii) voluntarily rescinded by the Indian
tribe pursuant to the regulations promul-
gated under paragraph (8)(B) (or successor
regulations).”’;

(C) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘date of
disapproval’” and all that follows through
the end of subparagraph (C) and inserting the
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following: ‘‘date of disapproval, provide the
Indian tribe with—

‘“(A) a detailed, written explanation of—

‘(i) each reason for the disapproval; and

‘(ii) the revisions or changes to the tribal
energy resource agreement necessary to ad-
dress each reason; and

‘“(B) an opportunity to revise and resubmit
the tribal energy resource agreement.’’;

(D) in paragraph (6)—

(i) in subparagraph (B)—

(D by striking ‘“(B) Subject to” and insert-
ing the following:

‘(B) Subject only to’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (D)’ and in-
serting ‘‘subparagraphs (C) and (D)’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (C), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by inserting ‘‘to perform
the obligations of the Secretary under this
section and”’ before ‘‘to ensure’’; and

(iii) in subparagraph (D), by adding at the
end the following:

‘(iii) Nothing in this section absolves, lim-
its, or otherwise affects the liability, if any,
of the United States for any—

‘“(I) term of any lease, business agreement,
or right-of-way under this section that is not
a negotiated term; or

‘“(IT) losses that are not the result of a ne-
gotiated term, including losses resulting
from the failure of the Secretary to perform
an obligation of the Secretary under this
section.”;

(E) in paragraph (7)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘has
demonstrated’ and inserting ‘‘the Secretary
determines has demonstrated with substan-
tial evidence’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘any
tribal remedy’’ and inserting ‘‘all remedies
(if any) provided under the laws of the Indian
tribe’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (D)—

(I) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘determine’’
and all that follows through the end of the
clause and inserting the following: ‘‘deter-
mine—

‘“(I) whether the petitioner is an interested
party; and

“(II) if the petitioner is an interested
party, whether the Indian tribe is not in
compliance with the tribal energy resource
agreement as alleged in the petition.”’;

(IT) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘determina-
tion”’ and inserting ‘‘determinations’’; and

(ITI) in clause (iii), in the matter preceding
subclause (I) by striking ‘‘agreement’’ the
first place it appears and all that follows
through *‘, including’”’ and inserting ‘‘agree-
ment pursuant to clause (i), the Secretary
shall only take such action as the Secretary
determines necessary to address the claims
of noncompliance made in the petition, in-
cluding’’;

(iv) in subparagraph (E)({i), by striking
‘‘the manner in which” and inserting ‘‘, with
respect to each claim made in the petition,
how”’; and

(v) by adding at the end the following:

‘(G) Notwithstanding any other provision
of this paragraph, the Secretary shall dis-
miss any petition from an interested party
that has agreed with the Indian tribe to a
resolution of the claims presented in the pe-
tition of that party.”’;

(F) in paragraph (8)—

(i) by striking subparagraph (A);

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
through (D) as subparagraphs (A) through
(C), respectively; and

(iii) in subparagraph (A) (as redesignated
by clause (ii))—

(D) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘and” at the
end;

(IT) in clause (ii), by adding ‘‘and’’ after the
semicolon; and

(ITI) by adding at the end the following:
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‘‘(iii) amend an approved tribal energy re-
source agreement to assume authority for
approving leases, business agreements, or
rights-of-way for development of another en-
ergy resource that is not included in an ap-
proved tribal energy resource agreement
without being required to apply for a new
tribal energy resource agreement;”’ and

(G) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(9) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section au-
thorizes the Secretary to deny a tribal en-
ergy resource agreement or any amendment
to a tribal energy resource agreement, or to
limit the effect or implementation of this
section, due to lack of promulgated regula-
tions.”’;

(5) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (j); and

(6) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing:

“(g) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN LIEU OF AcC-
TIVITIES BY THE SECRETARY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any amounts that the
Secretary would otherwise expend to operate
or carry out any program, function, service,
or activity (or any portion of a program,
function, service, or activity) of the Depart-
ment that, as a result of an Indian tribe car-
rying out activities under a tribal energy re-
source agreement, the Secretary does not ex-
pend, the Secretary shall, at the request of
the Indian tribe, make available to the In-
dian tribe in accordance with this sub-
section.

‘(2) ANNUAL FUNDING AGREEMENTS.—The
Secretary shall make the amounts described
in paragraph (1) available to an Indian tribe
through an annual written funding agree-
ment that is negotiated and entered into
with the Indian tribe that is separate from
the tribal energy resource agreement.

“(3) EFFECT OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1)—

‘“(A) the provision of amounts to an Indian
tribe under this subsection is subject to the
availability of appropriations; and

‘“(B) the Secretary shall not be required to
reduce amounts for programs, functions,
services, or activities that serve any other
Indian tribe to make amounts available to
an Indian tribe under this subsection.

‘“(4) DETERMINATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall cal-
culate the amounts under paragraph (1) in
accordance with the regulations adopted
under section 103(b) of the Indian Tribal En-
ergy Development and Self-Determination
Act Amendments of 2017.

‘“(B) APPLICABILITY.—The effective date or
implementation of a tribal energy resource
agreement under this section shall not be de-
layed or otherwise affected by—

‘(i) a delay in the promulgation of regula-
tions under section 103(b) of the Indian Trib-
al Energy Development and Self-Determina-
tion Act Amendments of 2017;

‘‘(ii) the period of time needed by the Sec-
retary to make the calculation required
under paragraph (1); or

‘‘(iii) the adoption of a funding agreement
under paragraph (2).

““(h) CERTIFICATION OF TRIBAL ENERGY DE-
VELOPMENT ORGANIZATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date on which an Indian tribe sub-
mits an application for certification of a
tribal energy development organization in
accordance with regulations promulgated
under section 103(b) of the Indian Tribal En-
ergy Development and Self-Determination
Act Amendments of 2017, the Secretary shall
approve or disapprove the application.

‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall
approve an application for certification if—

““(A)({) the Indian tribe has carried out a
contract or compact under title I or IV of
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the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.);
and

‘‘(ii) for a period of not less than 3 consecu-
tive years ending on the date on which the
Indian tribe submits the application, the
contract or compact—

‘““(I) has been carried out by the Indian
tribe without material audit exceptions (or
without any material audit exceptions that
were not corrected within the 3-year period);
and

“(IT) has included programs or activities
relating to the management of tribal land;
and

“(B)(1) the tribal energy development orga-
nization is organized under the laws of the
Indian tribe;

“(ii)(I) the majority of the interest in the
tribal energy development organization is
owned and controlled by the Indian tribe (or
the Indian tribe and one or more other In-
dian tribes) the tribal land of which is being
developed; and

“‘(IT) the organizing document of the tribal
energy development organization requires
that the Indian tribe with jurisdiction over
the land maintain at all times the control-
ling interest in the tribal energy develop-
ment organization;

‘‘(iii) the organizing document of the tribal
energy development organization requires
that the Indian tribe (or the Indian tribe and
one or more other Indian tribes) the tribal
land of which is being developed own and
control at all times a majority of the inter-
est in the tribal energy development organi-
zation; and

‘(iv) the organizing document of the tribal
energy development organization includes a
statement that the organization shall be
subject to the jurisdiction, laws, and author-
ity of the Indian tribe.

“(3) ACTION BY SECRETARY.—If the Sec-
retary approves an application for certifi-
cation pursuant to paragraph (2), the Sec-
retary shall, not more than 10 days after
making the determination—

“(A) issue a certification stating that—

‘(i) the tribal energy development organi-
zation is organized under the laws of the In-
dian tribe and subject to the jurisdiction,
laws, and authority of the Indian tribe;

‘‘(ii) the majority of the interest in the
tribal energy development organization is
owned and controlled by the Indian tribe (or
the Indian tribe and one or more other In-
dian tribes) the tribal land of which is being
developed;

‘“(iii) the organizing document of the tribal
energy development organization requires
that the Indian tribe with jurisdiction over
the land maintain at all times the control-
ling interest in the tribal energy develop-
ment organization;

‘(iv) the organizing document of the tribal
energy development organization requires
that the Indian tribe (or the Indian tribe and
one or more other Indian tribes the tribal
land of which is being developed) own and
control at all times a majority of the inter-
est in the tribal energy development organi-
zation; and

‘“(v) the certification is issued pursuant
this subsection;

‘(B) deliver a copy of the certification to
the Indian tribe; and

‘(C) publish the certification in the Fed-
eral Register.

‘(1) SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY.—Nothing in this
section waives the sovereign immunity of an
Indian tribe.”.

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the Indian
Tribal Energy Development and Self-Deter-
mination Act Amendments of 2017, the Sec-
retary shall promulgate or update any regu-
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lations that are necessary to implement this
section, including provisions to implement—

(1) section 2604(e)(8) of the Energy Policy
Act of 1992 (25 U.S.C. 3504(e)(8)), including the
process to be followed by an Indian tribe
amending an existing tribal energy resource
agreement to assume authority for approv-
ing leases, business agreements, or rights-of-
way for development of an energy resource
that is not included in the tribal energy re-
source agreement;

(2) section 2604(g) of the Energy Policy Act
of 1992 (25 U.S.C. 3504(g)) including the man-
ner in which the Secretary, at the request of
an Indian tribe, shall—

(A) identify the programs, functions, serv-
ices, and activities (or any portions of pro-
grams, functions, services, or activities) that
the Secretary will not have to operate or
carry out as a result of the Indian tribe car-
rying out activities under a tribal energy re-
source agreement;

(B) identify the amounts that the Sec-
retary would have otherwise expended to op-
erate or carry out each program, function,
service, and activity (or any portion of a pro-
gram, function, service, or activity) identi-
fied pursuant to subparagraph (A); and

(C) provide to the Indian tribe a list of the
programs, functions, services, and activities
(or any portions of programs, functions,
services, or activities) identified pursuant
subparagraph (A) and the amounts associ-
ated with each program, function, service,
and activity (or any portion of a program,
function, service, or activity) identified pur-
suant to subparagraph (B); and

(3) section 2604(h) of the Energy Policy Act
of 1992 (25 U.S.C. 3504(h)), including the proc-
ess to be followed by, and any applicable cri-
teria and documentation required for, an In-
dian tribe to request and obtain the certifi-
cation described in that section.

SEC. 104. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR INDIAN
TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS.

Section 2602(b) of the Energy Policy Act of
1992 (25 U.S.C. 3502(b)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through
(6) as paragraphs (4) through (7), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

‘(3) TECHNICAL AND  SCIENTIFIC RE-
SOURCES.—In addition to providing grants to
Indian tribes under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall collaborate with the Directors of
the National Laboratories in making the full
array of technical and scientific resources of
the Department of Energy available for trib-
al energy activities and projects.”.

SEC. 105. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

(a) DEFINITION OF TRIBAL ENERGY DEVELOP-
MENT ORGANIZATION.—Section 2601 of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 1992 (25 U.S.C. 3501) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (9) through
(12) as paragraphs (10) through (13), respec-
tively;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (8) the fol-
lowing:

‘(99 The term ‘qualified Indian tribe’
means an Indian tribe that has—

‘“(A) carried out a contract or compact
under title I or IV of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (25
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) for a period of not less
than 3 consecutive years ending on the date
on which the Indian tribe submits the appli-
cation without material audit exception (or
without any material audit exceptions that
were not corrected within the 3-year period)
relating to the management of tribal land or
natural resources; or

‘“(B) substantial experience in the adminis-
tration, review, or evaluation of energy re-
source leases or agreements or has otherwise
substantially participated in the administra-
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tion, management, or development of energy
resources located on the tribal land of the
Indian tribe.”’; and

(3) by striking paragraph (12) (as redesig-
nated by paragraph (1)) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘“(12) The term ‘tribal energy development
organization’ means—

‘““(A) any enterprise, partnership, consor-
tium, corporation, or other type of business
organization that is engaged in the develop-
ment of energy resources and is wholly
owned by an Indian tribe (including an orga-
nization incorporated pursuant to section 17
of the Act of June 18, 1934 (25 U.S.C. 5124)
(commonly known as the ‘‘Indian Reorga-
nization Act’’) or section 3 of the Act of June
26, 1936 (49 Stat. 1967, chapter 831) (commonly
known as the ‘Oklahoma Indian Welfare
Act’)); and

‘(B) any organization of two or more enti-
ties, at least one of which is an Indian tribe,
that has the written consent of the gov-
erning bodies of all Indian tribes partici-
pating in the organization to apply for a
grant, loan, or other assistance under sec-
tion 2602 or to enter into a lease or business
agreement with, or acquire a right-of-way
from, an Indian tribe pursuant to subsection
(a)(2)(A)(ii) or (b)(2)(B) of section 2604.”".

(b) INDIAN TRIBAL ENERGY RESOURCE DE-
VELOPMENT.—Section 2602 of the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 1992 (256 U.S.C. 3502) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘tribal en-
ergy resource development organizations’
and inserting ‘‘tribal energy development or-
ganizations’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘tribal en-
ergy resource development organizations”
each place the term appears and inserting
‘“‘tribal energy development organizations’’;
and

(2) in subsection (b)(2), by striking ‘‘tribal
energy resource development organization’
and inserting ‘‘tribal energy development or-
ganization’.

(c) WIND AND HYDROPOWER FEASIBILITY
STUDY.—Section 2606(c)(3) of the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 1992 (25 U.S.C. 3506(c)(3)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘energy resource develop-
ment”’ and inserting ‘‘energy development’.

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
2604(e) of the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (25
U.S.C. 3504(e)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by striking ‘“(3) The Secretary’ and in-
serting the following:

*“(3) NOTICE AND COMMENT; SECRETARIAL RE-
VIEW.—The Secretary’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘for approval’’;

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘(4) If the
Secretary’ and inserting the following:

‘“(4) ACTION IN CASE OF DISAPPROVAL.—If
the Secretary’’;

(3) in paragraph (5)—

(A) by striking ‘“(5) If an Indian tribe” and
inserting the following:

‘“(5) PROVISION OF DOCUMENTS TO SEC-
RETARY.—If an Indian tribe”’; and

(B) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘approved’” and inserting
“in effect’’;

(4) in paragraph (6)—

(A) by striking ‘““(6)(A) In carrying out”
and inserting the following:

‘“(6) SECRETARIAL OBLIGATIONS AND EFFECT
OF SECTION.—

““(A) In carrying out’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by
clauses (i) and (ii) appropriately;

(C) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘ap-
proved’’ and inserting ‘‘in effect’’; and

(D) in subparagraph (D)—

(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘an approved
tribal energy resource agreement’” and in-
serting ‘‘a tribal energy resource agreement
in effect under this section’; and

indenting



H9786

(ii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘“‘approved by
the Secretary’ and inserting ‘‘in effect’’; and

(5) in paragraph (7)—

(A) by striking ““(7)(A) In this paragraph’
and inserting the following:

*“(7) PETITIONS BY INTERESTED PARTIES.—

“(A) In this paragraph’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘ap-
proved by the Secretary’ and inserting ‘in
effect’”;

(C) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘ap-
proved by the Secretary’ and inserting ‘in
effect’’; and

(D) in subparagraph (D)(iii)—

(i) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘approved’’;
and

(ii) in subclause (II)—

(I) by striking ‘“‘approval of”’ in the first
place it appears; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘subsection (a) or (b)” and
inserting “‘subsection (a)(2)(A)({) or
(D)(2)(A)”.

SEC. 106. REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Interior shall submit to the
Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate
and the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives a report that
details with respect to activities for energy
development on Indian land, how the Depart-
ment of the Interior—

(1) processes and completes the reviews of
energy-related documents in a timely and
transparent manner;

(2) monitors the timeliness of agency re-
view for all energy-related documents;

(3) maintains databases to track and mon-
itor the review and approval process for en-
ergy-related documents associated with con-
ventional and renewable Indian energy re-
sources that require Secretarial approval
prior to development, including—

(A) any seismic exploration permits;

(B) permission to survey;

(C) archeological and cultural surveys;

(D) access permits;

(E) environmental assessments;

(F) oil and gas leases;

(G) surface leases;

(H) rights-of-way agreements; and

(I) communitization agreements;

(4) identifies in the databases—

(A) the date lease applications and permits
are received by the agency;

(B) the status of the review;

(C) the date the application or permit is
considered complete and ready for review;

(D) the date of approval; and

(E) the start and end dates for any signifi-
cant delays in the review process;

(5) tracks in the databases, for all energy-
related leases, agreements, applications, and
permits that involve multiple agency re-
view—

(A) the dates documents are transferred be-
tween agencies;

(B) the status of the review;

(C) the date the required reviews are com-
pleted; and

(D) the date interim or final decisions are
issued.

(b) INCLUSIONS.—The report under sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) a description of any intermediate and
final deadlines for agency action on any Sec-
retarial review and approval required for In-
dian conventional and renewable energy ex-
ploration and development activities;

(2) a description of the existing geographic
database established by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, explaining—

(A) how the database identifies—

(i) the location and ownership of all Indian
oil and gas resources held in trust;

(ii) resources available for lease; and

(iii) the location of—
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(I) any lease of land held in trust or re-
stricted fee on behalf of any Indian tribe or
individual Indian; and

(IT) any rights-of-way on that land in ef-
fect;

(B) how the information from the database
is made available to—

(i) the officials of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs with responsibility over the manage-
ment and development of Indian resources;
and

(ii) resource owners; and

(C) any barriers to identifying the informa-
tion described in subparagraphs (A) and (B)
or any deficiencies in that information; and

(3) an evaluation of—

(A) the ability of each applicable agency to
track and monitor the review and approval
process of the agency for Indian energy de-
velopment; and

(B) the extent to which each applicable
agency complies with any intermediate and
final deadlines.

TITLE II—MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS
SEC. 201. ISSUANCE OF PRELIMINARY PERMITS
OR LICENSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7(a) of the Fed-
eral Power Act (16 U.S.C. 800(a)) is amended
by striking ‘‘States and municipalities” and
inserting ‘‘States, Indian tribes, and munici-
palities”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall not affect—

(1) any preliminary permit or original li-
cense issued before the date of enactment of
the Indian Tribal Energy Development and
Self-Determination Act Amendments of 2017;
or

(2) an application for an original license, if
the Commission has issued a notice accept-
ing that application for filing pursuant to
section 4.32(d) of title 18, Code of Federal
Regulations (or successor regulations), be-
fore the date of enactment of the Indian
Tribal Energy Development and Self-Deter-
mination Act Amendments of 2017.

(c) DEFINITION OF INDIAN TRIBE.—For pur-
poses of section 7(a) of the Federal Power
Act (16 U.S.C. 800(a)) (as amended by sub-
section (a)), the term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ has the
meaning given the term in section 4 of the
Indian Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

SEC. 202. TRIBAL BIOMASS DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section
is to establish a biomass demonstration
project for federally recognized Indian tribes
and Alaska Native corporations to promote
biomass energy production.

(b) TRIBAL BIOMASS DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT.—The Tribal Forest Protection Act
of 2004 (25 U.S.C. 3115a et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 2(a), by striking ‘“‘In this sec-
tion”’ and inserting ‘‘In this Act’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 3. TRIBAL BIOMASS DEMONSTRATION
PROJECT.

‘“‘(a) STEWARDSHIP CONTRACTS OR SIMILAR
AGREEMENTS.—For each of fiscal years 2017
through 2021, the Secretary shall enter into
stewardship contracts or similar agreements
(excluding direct service contracts) with In-
dian tribes to carry out demonstration
projects to promote biomass energy produc-
tion (including biofuel, heat, and electricity
generation) on Indian forest land and in
nearby communities by providing reliable
supplies of woody biomass from Federal land.

“(b) DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS.—In each
fiscal year for which projects are authorized,
at least 4 new demonstration projects that
meet the eligibility criteria described in sub-
section (c) shall be carried out under con-
tracts or agreements described in subsection
(a).
“(c) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.—To be eligible
to enter into a contract or agreement under
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this section, an Indian tribe shall submit to
the Secretary an application—

‘(1) containing such information as the
Secretary may require; and

“(2) that includes a description of—

‘“(A) the Indian forest land or rangeland
under the jurisdiction of the Indian tribe;
and

‘(B) the demonstration project proposed to
be carried out by the Indian tribe.

‘(d) SELECTION.—In evaluating the applica-
tions submitted under subsection (c), the
Secretary shall—

‘(1) take into consideration—

‘“(A) the factors set forth in paragraphs (1)
and (2) of section 2(e); and

‘(B) whether a proposed project would—

‘(i) increase the availability or reliability
of local or regional energy;

‘‘(ii) enhance the economic development of
the Indian tribe;

‘“(iii) result in or improve the connection
of electric power transmission facilities serv-
ing the Indian tribe with other electric
transmission facilities;

‘‘(iv) improve the forest health or water-
sheds of Federal land or Indian forest land or
rangeland;

‘‘(v) demonstrate new investments in infra-
structure; or

‘“(vi) otherwise promote the use of woody
biomass; and

‘(2) exclude from consideration any mer-
chantable logs that have been identified by
the Secretary for commercial sale.

“(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—The
shall—

‘(1) ensure that the criteria described in
subsection (c) are publicly available by not
later than 120 days after the date of enact-
ment of this section; and

‘(2) to the maximum extent practicable,
consult with Indian tribes and appropriate
intertribal organizations likely to be af-
fected in developing the application and oth-
erwise carrying out this section.

“(f) REPORT.—Not later than September 20,
2019, the Secretary shall submit to Congress
a report that describes, with respect to the
reporting period—

‘(1) each individual tribal application re-
ceived under this section; and

‘(2) each contract and agreement entered
into pursuant to this section.

‘(g) INCORPORATION OF MANAGEMENT
PLANS.—In carrying out a contract or agree-
ment under this section, on receipt of a re-
quest from an Indian tribe, the Secretary
shall incorporate into the contract or agree-
ment, to the maximum extent practicable,
management plans (including forest manage-
ment and integrated resource management
plans) in effect on the Indian forest land or
rangeland of the respective Indian tribe.

‘“(h) TERM.—A contract or agreement en-
tered into under this section—

‘(1) shall be for a term of not more than 20
years; and

‘(2) may be renewed in accordance with
this section for not more than an additional
10 years.”.

(c) ALASKA NATIVE BIOMASS DEMONSTRA-
TION PROJECT.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal
land’” means—

(i) land of the National Forest System (as
defined in section 11(a) of the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning
Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1609(a)) administered by
the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through
the Chief of the Forest Service; and

(ii) public lands (as defined in section 103 of
the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1702)), the surface of
which is administered by the Secretary of
the Interior, acting through the Director of
the Bureau of Land Management.

Secretary
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(B) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘“‘Indian tribe”’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

(C) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means—

(i) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to land under the jurisdiction of the
Forest Service; and

(ii) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to land under the jurisdiction of the
Bureau of Land Management.

(D) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘trib-
al organization’ has the meaning given the
term in section 4 of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (25
U.S.C. 5304).

(2) AGREEMENTS.—For each of fiscal years
2017 through 2021, the Secretary shall enter
into an agreement or contract with an In-
dian tribe or a tribal organization to carry
out a demonstration project to promote bio-
mass energy production (including biofuel,
heat, and electricity generation) by pro-
viding reliable supplies of woody biomass
from Federal land.

(3) DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS.—In each fis-
cal year for which projects are authorized, at
least 1 new demonstration project that
meets the eligibility criteria described in
paragraph (4) shall be carried out under con-
tracts or agreements described in paragraph
(2).

(4) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.—To be eligible to
enter into a contract or agreement under
this subsection, an Indian tribe or tribal or-
ganization shall submit to the Secretary an
application—

(A) containing such information as the
Secretary may require; and

(B) that includes a description of the dem-
onstration project proposed to be carried out
by the Indian tribe or tribal organization.

(5) SELECTION.—In evaluating the applica-
tions submitted under paragraph (4), the Sec-
retary shall—

(A) take into consideration whether a pro-
posed project would—

(i) increase the availability or reliability
of local or regional energy;

(ii) enhance the economic development of
the Indian tribe;

(iii) result in or improve the connection of
electric power transmission facilities serving
the Indian tribe with other electric trans-
mission facilities;

(iv) improve the forest health or water-
sheds of Federal land or non-Federal land;

(v) demonstrate new investments in infra-
structure; or

(vi) otherwise promote the use of woody
biomass; and

(B) exclude from consideration any mer-
chantable logs that have been identified by
the Secretary for commercial sale.

(6) IMPLEMENTATION.—The
shall—

(A) ensure that the criteria described in
paragraph (4) are publicly available by not
later than 120 days after the date of enact-
ment of this subsection; and

(B) to the maximum extent practicable,
consult with Indian tribes and appropriate
tribal organizations likely to be affected in
developing the application and otherwise
carrying out this subsection.

(7) REPORT.—Not later than September 20,
2019, the Secretary shall submit to Congress
a report that describes, with respect to the
reporting period—

(A) each individual application received
under this subsection; and

(B) each contract and agreement entered
into pursuant to this subsection.

(8) TERM.—A contract or agreement en-
tered into under this subsection—

(A) shall be for a term of not more than 20
years; and

Secretary
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(B) may be renewed in accordance with
this subsection for not more than an addi-
tional 10 years.

SEC. 203. WEATHERIZATION PROGRAM.

Section 413(d) of the Energy Conservation
and Production Act (42 U.S.C. 6863(d)) is
amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

(1) RESERVATION OF AMOUNTS.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B) and notwithstanding any other provision
of this part, the Secretary shall reserve from
amounts that would otherwise be allocated
to a State under this part not less than 100
percent, but not more than 150 percent, of an
amount which bears the same proportion to
the allocation of that State for the applica-
ble fiscal year as the population of all low-
income members of an Indian tribe in that
State bears to the population of all low-in-
come individuals in that State.

‘“(B) RESTRICTIONS.—Subparagraph
shall apply only if—

‘“(i) the tribal organization serving the
low-income members of the applicable Indian
tribe requests that the Secretary make a
grant directly; and

‘“(ii) the Secretary determines that the
low-income members of the applicable Indian
tribe would be equally or better served by
making a grant directly than a grant made
to the State in which the low-income mem-
bers reside.

‘“(C) PRESUMPTION.—If the tribal organiza-
tion requesting the grant is a tribally des-
ignated housing entity (as defined in section
4 of the Native American Housing Assistance
and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C.
4103)) that has operated without material
audit exceptions (or without any material
audit exceptions that were not corrected
within a 3-year period), the Secretary shall
presume that the low-income members of the
applicable Indian tribe would be equally or
better served by making a grant directly to
the tribal organization than by a grant made
to the State in which the low-income mem-
bers reside.’’;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘““The sums” and inserting
¢ ADMINISTRATION.—The amounts’’;

(B) by striking ‘“‘on the basis of his deter-
mination”’;

(C) by striking ‘‘individuals for whom such
a determination has been made’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘low-income members of the Indian
tribe’’; and

(D) by striking ‘“he’” and inserting ‘‘the
Secretary’’; and

(3) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘In order”’
and inserting ‘‘APPLICATION.—In order’.

SEC. 204. APPRAISALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XXVI of the Energy
Policy Act of 1992 (25 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“SEC. 2607. APPRAISALS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—For any transaction
that requires approval of the Secretary and
involves mineral or energy resources held in
trust by the United States for the benefit of
an Indian tribe or by an Indian tribe subject
to Federal restrictions against alienation,
any appraisal relating to fair market value
of those resources required to be prepared
under applicable law may be prepared by—

‘(1) the Secretary;

““(2) the affected Indian tribe; or

‘“(3) a certified, third-party appraiser pur-
suant to a contract with the Indian tribe.

‘“(b) SECRETARIAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL.—
Not later than 45 days after the date on
which the Secretary receives an appraisal
prepared by or for an Indian tribe under
paragraph (2) or (3) of subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall—

‘(1) review the appraisal; and

(A)
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‘‘(2) approve the appraisal unless the Sec-
retary determines that the appraisal fails to
meet the standards set forth in regulations
promulgated under subsection (d).

““(c) NOTICE OF DISAPPROVAL.—If the Sec-
retary determines that an appraisal sub-
mitted for approval under subsection (b)
should be disapproved, the Secretary shall
give written notice of the disapproval to the
Indian tribe and a description of—

‘(1) each reason for the disapproval; and

“(2) how the appraisal should be corrected
or otherwise cured to meet the applicable
standards set forth in the regulations pro-
mulgated under subsection (d).

‘“(d) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall
promulgate regulations to carry out this sec-
tion, including standards the Secretary shall
use for approving or disapproving the ap-
praisal described in subsection (a).”’.

SEC. 205. LEASES OF RESTRICTED LANDS FOR
NAVAJO NATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (e)(1) of the
first section of the Act of August 9, 1955
(commonly known as the ‘‘Long-Term Leas-
ing Act”’) (25 U.S.C. 415(e)(1)), is amended—

(1) by striking *‘, except a lease for’’ and
inserting ‘‘, including a lease for’’;

(2) by striking subparagraph (A) and in-
serting the following:

“(A) in the case of a business or agricul-
tural lease, 99 years;’’;

(3) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘(C) in the case of a lease for the explo-
ration, development, or extraction of any
mineral resource (including geothermal re-
sources), 25 years, except that—

‘(i) any such lease may include an option
to renew for 1 additional term of not to ex-
ceed 25 years; and

‘‘(ii) any such lease for the exploration, de-
velopment, or extraction of an oil or gas re-
source shall be for a term of not to exceed 10
years, plus such additional period as the
Navajo Nation determines to be appropriate
in any case in which an oil or gas resource is
produced in a paying quantity.”.

(b) GAO REPORT.—Not later than 5 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall prepare and submit to Congress a re-
port describing the progress made in car-
rying out the amendment made by sub-
section (a).

SEC. 206. EXTENSION OF TRIBAL LEASE PERIOD
FOR THE CROW TRIBE OF MONTANA.

Subsection (a) of the first section of the
Act of August 9, 1955 (256 U.S.C. 415(a)), is
amended in the second sentence by inserting
¢, land held in trust for the Crow Tribe of
Montana’ after ‘‘Devils Lake Sioux Reserva-
tion”.

SEC. 207. TRUST STATUS OF LEASE PAYMENTS.

(a) DEFINITION OF SECRETARY.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Sec-
retary of the Interior.

(b) TREATMENT OF LEASE PAYMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2) and at the request of the In-
dian tribe or individual Indian, any advance
payments, bid deposits, or other earnest
money received by the Secretary in connec-
tion with the review and Secretarial ap-
proval under any other Federal law (includ-
ing regulations) of a sale, lease, permit, or
any other conveyance of any interest in any
trust or restricted land of any Indian tribe or
individual Indian shall, upon receipt and
prior to Secretarial approval of the contract
or conveyance instrument, be held in the
trust fund system for the benefit of the In-
dian tribe and individual Indian from whose
land the funds were generated.

(2) RESTRICTION.—If the advance payment,
bid deposit, or other earnest money received
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by the Secretary results from competitive
bidding, upon selection of the successful bid-
der, only the funds paid by the successful
bidder shall be held in the trust fund system.

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—On the approval of the
Secretary of a contract or other instrument
for a sale, lease, permit, or any other con-
veyance described in subsection (b)(1), the
funds held in the trust fund system and de-
scribed in subsection (b), along with all in-
come generated from the investment of those
funds, shall be disbursed to the Indian tribe
or individual Indian landowners.

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—If a contract or other
instrument for a sale, lease, permit, or any
other conveyance described in subsection
(b)(1) is not approved by the Secretary, the
funds held in the trust fund system and de-
scribed in subsection (b), along with all in-
come generated from the investment of those
funds, shall be paid to the party identified
in, and in such amount and on such terms as
set out in, the applicable regulations, adver-
tisement, or other notice governing the pro-
posed conveyance of the interest in the land
at issue.

(d) APPLICABILITY.—This section shall
apply to any advance payment, bid deposit,
or other earnest money received by the Sec-
retary in connection with the review and
Secretarial approval under any other Fed-
eral law (including regulations) of a sale,
lease, permit, or any other conveyance of
any interest in any trust or restricted land
of any Indian tribe or individual Indian on or
after the date of enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. BIsHOP) and the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YouNG). Much of his bill is incor-
porated in this. He has been a long-
time champion and supporter of this ef-
fort.

(Mr. YOUNG of Alaska asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
first, I would like to thank the chair-
man very much for bringing this legis-
lation to the floor. It is a Senate bill
very much like the bill I introduced
that came out of the committee.

The bill promotes energy projects
critical for economic development
areas around Indian Country. Native
communities face a significant number
of obstacles to developing and deliv-
ering energy on their land. Ultimately,
the lack of affordable energy under-
mines efforts to promote social and
economic well-being in these commu-
nities.

I have always said Alaska Natives
and American Indians are the best
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caretakers of their lands. This is what
Tribal self-determination is all about:
empowering Native communities with
the tools and authority to manage
their resources.

S. 245 makes important progress in
this effort. The bill incorporates a vari-
ety of policy changes to enhance Indian
energy development. This includes ex-
panding the ability of the Department
of Energy to provide technical assist-
ance to tribes and Tribal organizations
for energy projects, improving the De-
partment of the Interior’s process for
approving energy resource agreements,
and requiring FERC to give tribes
equal footing with municipalities for
hydroelectric licenses.

I am also pleased that the bill in-
cludes a Tribal biomass demonstration
program that mirrors a provision in
my Native American Energy Act.

I appreciate Chairman HOEVEN’s will-
ingness to continue to work on Indian
energy and his commitment to hold a
hearing on my Native American En-
ergy Act in 2019. My bill can serve as
the foundation for the next step in pro-
moting Indian energy. I urge my col-
leagues to support passage of this bill.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we talk a lot about lev-
eling the playing field when it comes to
economic development on Tribal lands.
Passage of S. 245, the Indian Tribal En-
ergy Development and Self-Determina-
tion Act Amendments of 2017, will help
achieve that goal in the area of energy
development.

Tribes have stated for years that the
many Federal laws governing the de-
velopment of Tribal energy resources
are complex and often lead to signifi-
cant costs, delays, and uncertainties
for all parties. This tends to discourage
development of Tribal trust energy re-
sources and drive development invest-
ments to private or non-Tribal lands,
resulting in Tribes losing out on much-
needed revenue and jobs.

S. 245 will provide Tribes with great-
er control and flexibility in developing
and managing both their traditional
and renewable energy resources, so I
am happy to support this bill today.
But this is just a start.

In the next Congress, I hope we can
work together to pass legislation that
addresses the other disparities that
hinder Tribal economic development as
well as incentivize renewable energy
development on Tribal lands.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

O 1630

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to do two motions simulta-
neously here. I yield 4 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Washington (Mrs.
MCMORRIS RODGERS), and I ask unani-
mous consent that the remainder of
the time be managed by the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?
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There was no objection.

Mrs. McMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of the
Indian Tribal Energy Development and
Self-Determination Act Amendments
and, specifically, the Tribal biomass
demonstration provision.

Mr. Speaker, in the Northwest, we
rely on baseload renewables like bio-
mass. In recent years, we have seen
catastrophic fires in the Pacific North-
west devastating our natural resources.

When we expand these biomass op-
tions, we can reduce forest fire risk by
keeping our forests healthier, while
also creating a stable energy source. I
believe that our Tribes can and should
be taking a leading role in this effort.

In 2015, eastern Washington was dev-
astated by the wildfires burning more
than a million acres in our State and
devastating the Colville Tribe’s res-
ervation. Following that, I joined the
late Colville Tribal chairman, Jim
Boyd, and authored an op-ed in the Se-
attle Times advocating for the Tribes
to have more tools to manage their
lands.

This legislation will allow them to
take a more active role as it relates to
biomass. This new authority allows
Tribes to secure agreements with Fed-
eral land managers, with terms up to 30
years, to enable long-term investment
in infrastructure and local commu-
nities.

Tribal land management practices
are widely acknowledged as more flexi-
ble and more effective than those on
other Federal land.

I look forward to working with the
U.S. Forest Service and the Tribes to
make sure that this authority is imple-
mented quickly, and I urge my col-
leagues to pass this legislation to pro-
vide flexibility in how we effectively
manage our land for the benefit of so
many within our local communities.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, based on recent con-
versations with the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce Democratic staff, I
would also like to note that the Senate
has included an amendment to the Fed-
eral Power Act in this bill that con-
tains the definition of the term ‘“‘Indian
Tribe”’ for the purposes of section 7(a)
of the act. The intent of the Senate
seems to be to ensure that Alaska Na-
tives are included within that term.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission, or FERC, currently and his-
torically has interpreted the term ‘‘In-
dian Tribe’’ in the Federal Power Act
to include Alaska Native villages or re-
gional or village corporations. Explic-
itly including this reference in the
amended section 7(a) should in no way
be interpreted to exclude Alaska Na-
tive villages or regional or village cor-
porations within the meaning of the
term ‘“‘Indian Tribe’” elsewhere in this
act.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.
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Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, section
202(b) of S. 245, the “Tribal Biomass Dem-
onstration Project Act,” amends the Tribal For-
est Protection Act of 2004 (TFPA) to include
new authority that directs the Secretary (of Ag-
riculture or the Interior) to enter into a min-
imum number of contracts or agreements with
Indian tribes to enable the tribes to carry out
various activities on Federal land. Unlike the
current TFPA, which is discretionary, the Sec-
retary must enter into agreements with tribes
under this new authority. These activities will
benefit the Indian tribes that enter into the
agreements as well as the surrounding com-
munities, and they will promote healthy forests
to stem the plague of wildfires afflicting many
Western communities, tribal and non-tribal
alike.

As an initial matter, Section 202(e) requires
the Secretary to consult with tribes and tribal
organizations in developing the eligibility cri-
teria and to make the criteria public within 120
days of enactment. It is critical that the Sec-
retary meet this deadline to ensure that tribes
are able to submit applications for projects in
the remainder of fiscal year 2019.

As provided in the bill, in evaluating tribal
projects, the Secretary is directed to weigh
several factors. Given the severe impact of
wildfires over the past decade, the importance
of one of the factors, improving the forest
health of Federal land, cannot be emphasized
enough. For example, in August of 2015, two
wildfires burned more than 255,000 acres of
the Colville Indian Reservation in Washington
State. The fires burned nearly 20 percent of
the reservation land base and more than 800
million board feet of timber, making it the most
damaging fire event in history in terms of
board feet of timber lost on any Indian res-
ervation. As noted in a November 8, 2015,
column in the Seattle Times by then-Colville
Chairman Jim Boyd and the Gentlelady from
Washington, the Honorable CATHY MCMORRIS
RODGERS, the damage to the Colville Reserva-
tion was amplified because major fire-suppres-
sion resources were tied up suppressing fires
on undermanaged areas of nearby National
Forest land, leaving the Colville Reservation
with little protection. The Secretary should, ac-
cordingly, give strong weight to tribal pro-
posals that will improve the forest health on
Federal land and protect tribal lands.

Finally, Section 202(b) requires the Sec-
retary to incorporate, at a tribe’s request and
to the maximum extent practicable, the tribe’s
on-reservation management plans in the con-
tracts or agreements under which the tribe will
perform the activities on Federal land. The re-
quirement that on-reservation management
plans be incorporated into tribal activities on
Federal land is an extension of what Congress
has already required. For example, since its
enactment in 1976, Section 202(b) of the Fed-
eral Land Policy and Management Act has re-
quired the U.S. Forest Service to coordinate
the lands use plans for National Forest Sys-
tem lands with tribal management practices.

As highlighted over the years in numerous
Committee on Natural Resources hearings,
tribal land management practices are widely
acknowledged as more flexible and as having
forest health outcomes superior to those in ef-
fect on non-tribal Federal land. The Committee
on Natural Resources examined this at an
April 10, 2014, oversight hearing on tribal for-
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est management. Compared to federal land
managers, tribes find increased forest man-
agement efficiencies in the tiered environ-
mental compliance afforded by tribal Inte-
grated Resource Management Plans and the
limitation on third party appeals in Bureau of
Indian Affairs forestry regulations (which are
incorporated into tribal forest management
plans). These and other on-reservation man-
agement practices could and should be in-
cluded in agreements under Section 202 at a
tribes’ request.

On a final note, nothing in the TFPA or the
amendments made to the TFPA under Sec.
202 of S. 245 provide, or imply a provision, for
tribal management of non-tribal interests in
Federal land (and non-tribal users of such
land) beyond the specific forest management-
related functions set forth in the Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, S. 245.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
SOUTHEAST ALASKA REGIONAL
HEALTH CONSORTIUM LAND

TRANSFER ACT OF 2017

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 825) to provide for the convey-
ance of certain property to the South-
east Alaska Regional Health Consor-
tium located in Sitka, Alaska, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 825

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Southeast
Alaska Regional Health Consortium Land
Transfer Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AS soon as practicable,
but not later than 2 years, after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services (referred to in
this Act as the ‘“‘Secretary’’) shall convey to
the Southeast Alaska Regional Health Con-
sortium located in Sitka, Alaska (referred to
in this Act as the ‘““‘Consortium’’), all right,
title, and interest of the United States in
and to the property described in section 3 for
use in connection with health and social
services programs.

(b) EFFECT ON ANY QUITCLAIM DEED.—The
conveyance by the Secretary of title by war-
ranty deeds under this section shall, on the
effective date of the conveyance, supersede
and render of no future effect any quitclaim
deed to the property described in section 3
executed by the Secretary and the Consor-
tium.

(c) CoONDITIONS.—The conveyance of the
property under this Act—

(1) shall be made by warranty deed; and

(2) shall not—

(A) require any consideration from the
Consortium for the property;
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(B) impose any obligation, term, or condi-
tion on the Consortium; or

(C) allow for any reversionary interest of
the United States in the property.

SEC. 3. PROPERTY DESCRIBED.

The property, including all land and appur-
tenances, described in this section is the
property included in U.S. Survey 1496, Lots 3,
5, 6, 9, 10, 11A, 11A Parcel A, and 11B, par-
tially surveyed Township 556 South, Range 63
East of the Copper River Meridian, con-
taining 19.07 acres, in Sitka, Alaska.

SEC. 4. ENVIRONMENTAL LIABILITY.

(a) LIABILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Consortium shall
not be liable for any soil, surface water,
groundwater, or other contamination result-
ing from the disposal, release, or presence of
any environmental contamination on any
portion of the property described in section 3
on or before the date on which the property
is conveyed to the Consortium, except that
the Secretary shall not be liable for any con-
tamination that occurred after the date on
which the Consortium controlled, occupied,
and used such property.

(2) ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION.—AnN
environmental contamination described in
paragraph (1) includes any oil or petroleum
products, hazardous substances, hazardous
materials, hazardous waste, pollutants, toxic
substances, solid waste, or any other envi-
ronmental contamination or hazard as de-
fined in any Federal or State of Alaska law.

(b) EASEMENT.—The Secretary shall be ac-
corded any easement or access to the prop-
erty conveyed under this Act as may be rea-
sonably necessary to satisfy any retained ob-
ligation or liability of the Secretary.

(c) NOTICE OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE AC-
TIVITY AND WARRANTY.—In carrying out this
Act, the Secretary shall comply with sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) of section 120(h)(3) of
the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42
U.S.C. 9620(h)(3)).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alaska.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alaska?

There was no objection.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 825, the Southeast Alaska Re-
gional Health Consortium Land Trans-
fer Act of 2017.

The consortium provides comprehen-
sive healthcare to Native communities
throughout Alaska’s panhandle. It also
delivers healthcare on behalf of the
Federal Government through self-de-
termination compacting.

The consortium operates Mt.
Edgecumbe Hospital in Sitka, a 25-bed,
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