December 11, 2018

have no doubt Jerry’s biggest impact on our
nation is yet to come. | look forward to cheer-
ing Jerry on in those efforts.

———

RECOGNIZING JOHN ALEX FOR
THE 2018 MONTANA CONGRES-
SIONAL VETERAN COMMENDA-
TION

HON. GREG GIANFORTE

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize John Alex of Libby, a recipient of
the 2018 Montana Congressional Veteran
Commendation for his service to his country
and leadership in his community.

Mr. Alex served his country in the United
States Air Force for more than two decades,
including service in the Vietham War. Begin-
ning his career in 1953, he retired a Senior
Master Sergeant in 1976, working as an Air-
craft Jet Engine Maintenance Superintendent.

Mr. Alex’s leadership and dedication to the
community is evident through his many years
of service at area schools as an administrator
and school board member.

On Veterans Day, Mr. Alex proudly speaks
to area students about his 23-year military ca-
reer. According to Libby resident and school-
teacher Chrys Marchant, “He makes everyone
feel welcome and valuable in all situations.”

| ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending John Alex for his dedication and
service.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from the chamber on Mon-
day, December 10, 2018. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on roll call votes 426
and 427.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF RICHARD
CLINE

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Richard Cline as he concludes his service on
the City Council of Menlo Park. He leaves a
record of passionate commitment to the prior-
ities of housing, transportation and education.

A few years ago, as the economy was fi-
nally recovering, Councilman Cline and | vis-
ited a large development for seniors. It sits on
a main entrance to the Belle Haven neighbor-
hood. Sequoia Belle Haven offers 90 deeply
discounted apartments to seniors, plus amen-
ities such as organized events and access to
public transit. It is a model that reflects the
commitment of the entire city to its elderly, low
income population. Councilman Cline was very
proud, and rightfully so. As a member of the
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council, he knew many long-time Menlo Park
residents who would benefit by moving to this
new development.

He was also very enthusiastic about building
housing at the site of an abandoned school lo-
cated in Menlo Park. It appears that the dis-
trict and the city have agreed that this would
be a good site for faculty/staff housing, and
that the site has since been cleared in prepa-
ration for future development. During his 12
years on the council, he supported the revital-
ization of the downtown plan which included
hundreds of new housing units.

In Menlo Park, parks and recreation are
treasured. Councilman Cline helped guide the
city council during a period of significant con-
struction on the Burgess Campus, the pas-
sage of bonds for a sports field, and construc-
tion of an ever-expanding bike lane system.

The City of Menlo Park is blessed with ex-
ploding economic development. As a
councilmember who sat on the council through
the Great Recession and who had to make
very painful cuts to the city’s budget in order
to deliver balanced budgets for 10 of his 12
years of service, Rich Cline has seen both
sides of the economic cycle. He supported
tiered pensions for sustainability and worked
hard with his colleagues to ensure that pru-
dent reserves were created during times when
property and sales taxes rise.

He advocated for smart growth along trans-
portation corridors and for mitigations to the
Facebook development that would put housing
closer to the campus, create shuttles, and po-
tentially reactivate a rail line across the bay to
reduce vehicle traffic. At some point, long-an-
ticipated improvements to the Willow Road
overcrossing will be finalized. While Rich Cline
will not be on the council when the intersec-
tion is opened, his support was vital to ensur-
ing that this community-wide benefit is imple-
mented.

In his elections to the council, he was var-
iously supported by the Sierra Club and labor,
community leaders and businesses. Rich Cline
is a pragmatist and a respectful leader, which
is part of the reason that his colleagues elect-
ed him Mayor of Menlo Park on three sepa-
rate occasions.

As he retires from the council to concentrate
on his business and family, we want to thank
his wife Julie, and their three children, Maria,
Chiara and Gina, for allowing Rich to spend
so much time on public affairs during these
three terms on the council. He will be missed
as he leaves an indelible impact on Menlo
Park. His service is an excellent example of
the quality of local leadership that exists in
San Mateo County, and of the strength of de-
mocracy in cities throughout America.

———

TRIBUTE TO MARION ASHLEY

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose
dedication and contributions to our region
have been exceptional. After serving 16 years
on the Riverside County Board of Supervisors,
my good friend Marion Ashley will be stepping
down.

Marion is a native of Riverside County, a
member of a pioneer Perris Valley family, and
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has long shown his deep commitment to the
people of Riverside County. He attended local
schools: Perris Union High School, Riverside
City College and graduated San Diego State
University with a major in Business Manage-
ment. Marion spent years in the private sector
as a CPA with a national accounting firm, a
corporate executive, a banker, and established
a real estate investment firm. He also served
the public as a Riverside County Planning
Commissioner from 1973 to 1981, and was
elected to a serve on the Board of the Eastern
Municipal Water District from 1992 to 2002.

In 2002, Marion was elected to the River-
side County Board of Supervisors, where he
has become a respected leader on regional
issues. As a County Supervisor he oversees a
budget of $5.3 billion and sets public policy for
nearly 2.4 million people. Marion’s leadership
has made a tremendous impact on a variety of
initiatives critical to Riverside County’s future,
including the Riverside County Integrated
Project, the Perris Valley Metrolink Line, and
the construction of numerous public safety and
transportation infrastructure projects. For the
benefit of future generations, Marion and his
family have donated hundreds of acres of land
in the hills west of Perris to help create a per-
manent wildlife refuge and supported count-
less charitable causes.

Marion has contributed immensely to the
betterment of our region and | am proud to
call him a fellow community member, Amer-
ican and friend. To conclude, Mr. Speaker |
want to thank Marion for his service to the In-
land Empire—his dedication, insight and pas-
sion will be greatly missed.

——————

RECOGNIZING HARRY ARMSTRONG
FOR THE 2018 MONTANA CON-
GRESSIONAL VETERAN COM-
MENDATION

HON. GREG GIANFORTE

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2018

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Harry Armstrong of Belgrade, a
recipient of the 2018 Montana Congressional
Veteran Commendation for his service to his
country and leadership in his community.

Mr. Armstrong joined the United States Ma-
rine Corps in 1964 and competed in shooting
sports throughout the United States for the
Marine Corps Shooting Team. He completed
his 12-year active and reserve duty military
career in 1976, retiring with the rank of Staff
Sergeant.

Since 2014, Mr. Armstrong has served as
the Commandant of the Marine Corps League
Robert Ellard Detachment 1050. His passion
for shooting sports has led him to open a pri-
vate shooting range on his ranch for veterans
to gather, talk, and in some cases, heal. On
the day before Memorial Day each year, Mon-
tana veterans and their families join Harry and
Louise Armstrong on their ranch where they
are treated to a special day in remembrance
of their fallen comrades and loved ones.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending Harry Armstrong for his dedica-
tion and service.
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