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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 11, 2018. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable GLENN 
THOMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 8, 2018, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

HONORING RAY ROGERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Mississippi (Mr. HARPER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor my friend, Representa-
tive Ray Rogers of Pearl, Mississippi. 

On November 17, 2018, Ray completed 
his 55th and final season of service as 
the Pearl High School Voice of the Pi-
rates. For 55 years, Ray volunteered his 
time and energy as the public address 
announcer for the Pearl Pirate football 
games and was so committed that, in 
55 years, he missed just one-half of one 
game in 55 seasons. 

Now, the reason Ray missed the first 
half of that game was so that he could 
attend his daughter’s wedding re-
hearsal dinner. After listening to the 
game on the radio during much of the 
dinner, Ray left as soon as the dinner 
was ended so he could announce the 
second half of the game. 

Ray’s commitment to the Pearl com-
munity was recognized several years 
ago when leaders of the Pearl Public 
School District decided to name the 
football stadium Ray Rogers Stadium. 

Ray was one of the first students to 
attend Pearl High School when it 
opened in 1948 and was the first quar-
terback for the first football team in 
1949. 

Ray has been a public servant and 
leader for Pearl and Rankin County in 
many other ways. In 1983, he was elect-
ed to serve District 61 in the Mis-
sissippi House of Representatives and 
has been reelected every 4 years since, 
most recently in 2015. 

Ray has spent 35 years in the State 
legislature working to improve our 
schools and infrastructure. As chair-
man of the Military Affairs Com-
mittee, he has been a tireless supporter 
of our National Guard and veterans and 
was instrumental in the effort to build 
three veterans homes in Mississippi 
with the help of then-Congressman 
Sonny Montgomery, who served the 
Third District of Mississippi. 

Ray has been a long-time member of 
the Management and PEER Commit-
tees—a testament to the respect and 
trust that his fellow legislators have 
for him. He has served as a mentor and 
role model for many incoming rep-
resentatives over the years, and Ray’s 
example has been invaluable to me. He 
has taught me by the way he lives, by 
what he does, and by how he treats ev-
eryone with respect. 

Ray Rogers has lived a life of service 
to others, and I know that he believes 
his most important service has been to 
God and his family. An active member 

of McLaurin Heights United Methodist 
Church in Pearl, Mississippi, Ray is the 
father of three daughters, four grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren. 
While he is proud to be known as the 
representative and the Voice of the 
Pearl Pirates, he is proudest to be 
known as Daddy and Pop. 

Ray’s wife, Shirley, has shared his 
passion for serving others. Shirley 
served for two decades as the first city 
clerk for the city of Pearl and after 
that was a director of personnel for the 
Mississippi Department of Corrections. 
Like Ray, Shirley is an active member 
of their church, and she is a loving and 
supportive wife, mother, and grand-
mother. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate having the 
opportunity today to honor Ray Rog-
ers—my State representative, the 
Voice of the Pirates, proud father and 
grandfather—and to congratulate him 
on his impressive record of public serv-
ice. 

Thank you, Ray, for your friendship 
and for setting an incredible example 
for all to follow. 

f 

FORGING A BETTER NATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROGERS of Kentucky). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. ESTY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today for the last time as a 
Member of Congress. For the past 6 
years, it has been an extraordinary 
honor to serve the residents of central 
and northwest Connecticut as their 
Representative in the House. 

The title for this job is a humble one: 
Representative—not emperor, not 
knower of all things, but Representa-
tive. 

Congress was not my dream, but 
making a difference was. In 2005, my 
then 15-year-old daughter challenged 
me to either run for the local town 
council or stop complaining. I ran. I 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:15 Dec 12, 2018 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A11DE7.000 H11DEPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T10:28:53-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




