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As a founder and cochair of the Con-

gressional Caucus on Foster Youth, I 
would like to turn the spotlight on 
Becky’s good works. 

She was driven to find a forever fam-
ily for every child. She was a problem 
solver brimming with energy. Her ad-
vocacy led to important reforms. She 
believed in miracles. She made every 
effort to work miracles for children 
and families. 

Becky mentored foster youth and 
paved the way for kids to dream big. 
She gave them reason to hope that 
their dreams can come true. 

I extend my condolences to Becky’s 
family, friends, and loved ones. 

At age 36, Becky lost a brave battle 
to cancer. 

Her legacy will live on and bring joy 
to countless children and moms and 
dads where it matters the most: in a 
forever family united through the 
blessing of adoption. 

On Saturday, December 15, a celebra-
tion of life will take place at the First 
Church of God in Becky’s hometown of 
St. Joseph, MI. 

On this day, her loved ones will cele-
brate the light, joy, and hope she 
brought to this world. 

May the blessings of God’s Heavenly 
embrace welcome Becky into her new 
forever home for life everlasting. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CAROLYN E. BOLDEN 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 
along with my colleague, the ranking 
member on the Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions Committee, Sen-
ator MURRAY, I wish to pay tribute to 
Carolyn Bolden, a nondesignated em-
ployee on the HELP Committee staff. 
Ms. Bolden is retiring at the end of this 
month after more than 23 years of dis-
tinguished service to the Congress, in-
cluding more than 12 years serving on 
the HELP Committee. 

Ms. Bolden has served on the HELP 
Committee as an assistant editor on 
detail from the Government Publishing 
Office since September 2006, providing 
support in all aspects of editing and 
printing the committee’s many docu-
ments. 

Ms. Bolden is well-regarded on both 
sides of the aisle, having proven her 
professionalism, courtesy, and substan-
tial expertise across four chairs and 
both parties. Without the support of 
Ms. Bolden and the rest of the nondes-
ignated staff, the committee could not 
accomplish the important work the 
American people expect us to get done 
on their behalf. I, along with the rank-
ing member and the rest of the com-
mittee’s members, want to recognize 
Ms. Bolden for that tremendous con-
tribution to the Committee as she exits 
her time in the Senate. 

I would like to yield now to my col-
league, the ranking member, Senator 
MURRAY, for her remarks. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I 
thank Chairman ALEXANDER and join 
him in commending Ms. Bolden for her 
many years of dedicated and out-

standing service to the Government 
Publishing Office, the Congress, and 
the American people. I greatly appre-
ciate the sacrifice that Ms. Bolden has 
made over the past 13 years in assisting 
the HELP Committee by applying her 
expertise in editing, printing, and me-
morializing our important work. We 
wish her and her family all the best in 
her well-deserved retirement. 

We hope our colleagues will join us in 
thanking Ms. Bolden for her service. 
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TRIBUTE TO RICHARD B. 
PROVENCHER 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, along with 
my colleagues Senator MIKE CRAPO and 
Representative MIKE SIMPSON, today I 
recognize and congratulate Mr. Rich-
ard B. Provencher on his upcoming re-
tirement after more than 32 years of 
distinguished Federal service con-
sisting of Active-Duty military service, 
service with the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, NRC, and more than 29 
years of service with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, DOE. 

Mr. Provencher began his Federal ca-
reer in 1986 as a health physicist for 
the NRC Headquarters Office of Nu-
clear Material Safety and Safeguards. 
Rick transferred to NRC Region 1 in 
King of Prussia, PA, where he was a 
materials inspector. In 1990, he joined 
the DOE as a health physicist and 
began his Senior Executive Service ca-
reer as deputy director at West Valley 
Demonstration Project in New York. In 
1998, he served as the director of the 
Miamisburg Closure Project in Ohio. 

In 2003, he transferred to the Idaho 
Operations Office in Idaho as the dep-
uty manager for environmental man-
agement, where he had a profound im-
pact on DOE’s mission to address Ida-
ho’s environmental cleanup efforts. Mr. 
Provencher provided strong leadership 
to the Federal and contractor work-
force, making Idaho’s cleanup perform-
ance one of the most successful in the 
Nation. 

Among his many accomplishments, 
Mr. Provencher was instrumental in 
negotiating and executing an agree-
ment between the DOE and the State 
of Idaho to implement a cleanup plan 
for buried waste in the subsurface dis-
posal area at the Idaho National Lab-
oratory, INL, significantly reducing 
the scope of work from the original 
plan and saving taxpayers $5 billion. 

Most recently, Mr. Provencher served 
as the Office of Nuclear Energy Man-
ager for Idaho Operations Office and 
Contractor Assurance, responsible for 
overseeing the INL—our Nation’s flag-
ship nuclear energy laboratory. This 
responsibility includes managing over 
200 Federal technical personnel and 
oversight of over 6,000 contractor em-
ployees with an annual budget in ex-
cess of $1 billion. Under his leadership, 
the INL completed major infrastruc-
ture improvements and significantly 
improved research and development ca-
pabilities with state-of-the-art equip-
ment and facilities that will ensure a 
bright future for the laboratory. 

Mr. Provencher’s remarkable ability 
to foster collaboration has strength-
ened partnerships internal and external 
to DOE. He repeatedly demonstrated 
his ability to build coalitions through 
his interactions with the State of 
Idaho and other elected officials re-
garding the operation of the INL. With 
multiple Departmental organizations 
present on the site, as well as many 
strategic partners across the govern-
ment, it is a testament to Rick’s lead-
ership that all the various business 
functions are seamlessly integrated to 
support the INL’s missions. 

Mr. Provencher’s performance has 
improved public trust and confidence 
in the DOE’s mission work. He has 
partnered with environmental cleanup 
and laboratory participants in carrying 
the message of cleanup success, labora-
tory growth, and contributions to the 
region which have improved public per-
ception of the INL and overall DOE 
mission work. 

Through his years of dedicated serv-
ice, Mr. Provencher exemplifies the 
best qualities of Idaho. Senator CRAPO, 
Representative SIMPSON, and I thank 
Rick for his service and wish him well 
in all of his future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN OSCAR 
‘‘JOHNNY’’ JONES 

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 
am pleased to commend Mr. John 
Oscar ‘‘Johnny’’ Jones, who is retiring 
from U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development after 37 consecu-
tive years of service to the Nation. 

Raised in Coffeeville, MS, Johnny 
joined USDA in 1980 as a student train-
ee in the Coffeeville Farmers Home Ad-
ministration Office. In pursuing a ca-
reer with USDA, Johnny followed in 
the footsteps of his father, William 
Woodrow Jones, and brother, William 
Woodrow ‘‘Woody’’ Jones, Jr., who both 
made significant contributions to 
American agriculture and rural econo-
mies throughout Mississippi as lifelong 
USDA employees. 

Following his graduation from Mis-
sissippi State University in 1982, John-
ny was promoted to the position of as-
sistant county supervisor, ACS, for 
Webster County in Eupora, MS, with 
responsibility for Webster and Choctaw 
Counties. In 1985, he was promoted to 
county supervisor for Attala County. 
In 1990, Johnny was selected to serve as 
a rural housing specialist in the State 
Farmers Home Administration Office 
in Jackson. Seven years later, Johnny 
became the State program director for 
Single Family Housing for Rural De-
velopment in Mississippi, a position he 
has ably held for 21 years. 

Working his way up from the Farm-
ers Home Administration Office in his 
hometown to the State office in Jack-
son, Johnny not only gained excep-
tional knowledge and expertise, but he 
also contributed unique perspective to 
his work. Johnny understood the needs 
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of rural Americans, as well as the chal-
lenges rural communities must over-
come to gain accessibility to the qual-
ity of life standards afforded to urban 
America. Applying his knowledge, ex-
pertise, and competence, Johnny de-
voted himself to making a positive dif-
ference in the lives of Mississippians. 

Johnny’s contributions to the people 
of Mississippi have been notably re-
markable. Throughout his tenure as 
program director of the Single Family 
Housing program in Mississippi, he as-
sisted nearly 50,000 families in achiev-
ing the American dream of home own-
ership. Whether a family needed a 
home or an impoverished elder re-
quired emergency home repairs, John-
ny effectively managed USDA home 
loan and repair programs to assure the 
well-being of people he served, and in 
the process, he helped them improve 
themselves and their families. 

Johnny Jones made the mission of 
his profession to selflessly and honor-
ably serve others. He has directly con-
tributed to improving the quality of 
life of literally tens of thousands of 
Mississippians. Few individuals have 
the opportunity through their careers 
to hold such distinction. On the occa-
sion of his retirement, it is an honor to 
recognize Johnny Jones for his dedi-
cated service to his State and to the 
country. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING HIGH DESERT MILK 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, agri-
culture has always been of outsized im-
portance to my home State of Idaho. 
Dairy farming has always had a pres-
ence in the State and has grown con-
siderably over the past several years, 
and agricultural co-ops play a vital 
role in making sure our State’s agri-
cultural products make it to market. 
As the chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, it is my distinct privilege 
to recognize High Desert Milk as the 
Small Business of the Month for De-
cember 2018. High Desert Milk is com-
mitted to building longlasting rela-
tionships and providing opportunities 
for dairy farmers across, southern 
Idaho. 

Located on the banks of the Snake 
River in Burley, ID, High Desert Milk 
is a cooperative partnership, com-
mitted to serving its farmer-owners 
while also remaining flexible in a com-
petitive market. Founded in 2001, High 
Desert sought to create a more effi-
cient dairy market for local farmers. In 
2008, High Desert opened a purpose- 
built milk dehydration plant which is 
capable of processing up to 2.2 million 
pounds of milk per day. In 2013, the 
company was able to expand its oper-
ations and began producing butter to 
meet increased demand in the United 
States. From an initial team of 30 em-
ployees, High Desert Milk has grown 
into a multimillion-dollar operation 

with over 150 full-time employees. In 17 
short years, High Desert Milk has be-
come a fixture in the community by 
providing reliable milk pickup services 
and professional milk marketing. 

Presently, High Desert Milk works 
with 23 family-owned dairies across 
70,000 acres of southern Idaho farm-
land. The company’s operations sup-
port more than 1,000 related dairy jobs 
in the area. Annually, the company 
produces almost 60 million pounds of 
powdered milk, more than 40 million 
pounds of butter, and 4 million pounds 
of buttermilk powder. High Desert 
Milk’s products are shipped all across 
the country and all over the world. The 
company has a reputation for meeting 
and even exceeding U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and customer standards 
due to careful technician monitoring 
during processing. High Desert Milk 
has been named one of the top 100 dairy 
operations in the United States due to 
its cleanliness, high quality control 
standards, and good relationships with 
its members. 

Despite its worldwide presence, High 
Desert Milk is still a local Idaho com-
pany with close ties to Burley and 
rural southern Idaho. High Desert Milk 
has a positive presence in the area and 
takes an active role in its community. 
The company hosts several annual 
charity fundraisers, including an an-
nual fundraiser for the American Can-
cer Society. The company also sup-
ports local 4–H and Future Farmers of 
America clubs and even sponsors an an-
nual high school-age rodeo. These com-
munity-building practices aim to en-
courage youth to take an interest in 
their local communities and to encour-
age them to seek careers in Idaho’s vi-
brant agricultural industry. Each year, 
High Desert Milk presents talented 
local high school students with schol-
arships to continue their education. 
The generous scholarship program en-
courages students to excel in the fields 
of agribusiness and dairy science. 
Scholarships are also made available to 
High Desert employees who want to 
continue their studies. 

High Desert Milk’s tenacious com-
mitment to its member-farmers and 
community is preparing the way for a 
new generation of Idaho dairy farmers 
and entrepreneurs. The company’s 
commitment to quality and efficiency 
while building a positive relationship 
with their members and community is 
a perfect example of Idaho’s entrepre-
neurial spirit. The company has be-
come an economic anchor in southern 
Idaho, creating new market opportuni-
ties for local farmers and providing 
jobs for local community members. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
congratulations to High Desert Milk 
and all its farmer-members for being 
named the Small Business of the 
Month for December 2018. I wish you 
all the best of luck, and I look forward 
to watching your continued growth and 
success.∑ 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:58 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, without amendment: 

S. 245. An act to amend the Indian Tribal 
Energy Development and Self Determination 
Act of 2005, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3008. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a special re-
source study of the George W. Bush Child-
hood Home, located at 1412 West Ohio Ave-
nue, Midland, Texas, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5513. An act to provide for an ex-
change of lands with San Bernardino County, 
California, to enhance management of lands 
within the San Bernardino National Forest, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6108. An act to provide for partner-
ships among State and local governments, 
regional entities, and the private sector to 
preserve, conserve, and enhance the visitor 
experience at nationally significant battle-
fields of the American Revolution, War of 
1812, and Civil War, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6118. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to annually designate 
at least one city in the United States as an 
‘‘American World War II Heritage City’’, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 6665. An act to amend the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf Lands Act to apply to terri-
tories of the United States, to establish off-
shore wind lease sale requirements, to pro-
vide dedicated funding for coral reef con-
servation, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6893. An act to amend the Overtime 
Pay for Protective Services Act of 2016 to ex-
tend the Secret Service overtime pay excep-
tion through 2020, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7213. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to establish the Coun-
tering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office, 
and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, 
with an amendment, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

S. 2248. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to provide certain burial 
benefits for spouses and children of veterans 
who are buried in tribal cemeteries, and for 
other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following bill, 
with an amendment, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 
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