December 12, 2018

The United States has strategic interests in
Serbia and the Balkan region. Increasingly,
what happens there—especially transnational
crime such as human trafficking, drug smug-
gling, terrorism, and more—impacts us here at
home. This is because crime is no longer lo-
calized in a neighborhood or community or city
or country. It is global in presence, scope,
reach, and impact.

So, when we are engaged in combating ter-
rorism and transnational crime in the Balkan
region, we are not only protecting citizens
there, we are also protecting citizens here.

Our federal government is a fierce and de-
termined combatant in the war on global ter-
rorism and transnational crime. But its ferocity
and determination are every bit as matched by
terrorists and transnational criminals. No one
entity—be it a government, non-governmental
organization, or other group, even one with
considerable human resources and tools—can
singlehandedly take on these enemies and
prevail against them in the long run.

But by joining forces with and making com-
mon cause with organizations like Crime Stop-
pers Global Solutions, the federal government
is stronger and more capable of dismantling
terrorist organizations and transnational crimi-
nal enterprises and bringing their leaders and
foot soldiers to justice.

Crime Stoppers Global Solutions offers the
powerful twin assets of people and technology
to enhance the efforts and effectiveness of the
federal government in its global mission of
combating terrorism and transnational crime.
These are true and proven force multipliers in
crime fighting.

For these reasons, | strongly encourage
Secretary of State Pompeo and the secre-
taries of the Departments of Defense, Home-
land Security, Justice, and the Treasury, as
well as the heads of relevant federal agencies
to partner with Crime Stoppers Global Solu-
tions.

The war on global terrorism and
transnational crime is winnable. It takes a
team approach. By partnering with Crime
Stoppers Global Solutions, the federal govern-
ment can pool, share, and leverage powerful
human resources—engaged citizens—and
new tools—advanced wireless technology—
that far exceed the capabilities of our enemies
and their ability to respond in kind. This joint
forces approach has the greatest potential for
defeating our enemies and ensuring the safety
and wellbeing of Americans and Serbians
alike for the long term.

And that’s just the way it is.

HONORING BOB COURTNEY

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
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Wednesday, December 12, 2018

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, on
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District
of Indiana, to recognize Bob Courtney for his
contribution to Jefferson County, and our
state.

Bob is a positive leader and hard worker
who has been a great advocate as County
Chair in Jefferson County. Over the years, he
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has worked tirelessly to advance Republican
values and to improve the quality of life for
Hoosiers living in Southern Indiana. He has
also had an incredible career in the private
sector, working as an investment banker to
provide the necessary capital to help employ-
ers grow and create Hoosier jobs. It has been
an honor to work with him. Our state and Jef-
ferson County are better off today because of
his extraordinary leadership and service.

On a personal note, Bob is my friend who
| could always count on for a positive word
and consistent support. | want to thank Bob
for his friendship and loyalty to me over all
these years. | wish him continued success in
all that God has planned for his family.

———
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Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | rise in rec-
ognition of Carwyn Jones, who stood down as
the First Minister of Wales on December 11.
Throughout his nine years as First Minister,
Carwyn consistently acted to strengthen the
enduring bond between the Welsh and the
American peoples.

From its earliest days, the Welsh people
have maintained an active and important pres-
ence in the United States. People of Welsh
descent signed our Declaration of Independ-
ence and served as President. Welsh immi-
grants worked on the farms, in the mines, and
in the mills that drove our country’s economic
ascendance.

Today, an estimated 11 million people in the
United States possess Welsh ancestry. Their
proportion of the population is highest in Ap-
palachia and the mid-Atlantic states, but they
can be found across the country. The ties be-
tween Wales and the United States are also
economic, as over 250 American-owned com-
panies are based in Wales, and many Welsh
businesses conduct operations in the United
States.

As First Minister, Carwyn Jones has been a
champion of the long-lasting friendship be-
tween Wales and the United States. He has
been a strong supporter of the Congressional
Friends of Wales Caucus, which raises the
profile of Wales in Washington, D.C. As an
advocate for greater economic ties between
our nations, he has worked to increase pros-
perity on both sides of the Atlantic. His belief
in the continued importance of the historic ties
between Wales, the wider United Kingdom,
and the United States made him a valued
friend and partner of our country.

As the founder and chairman of the Con-
gressional Friends of Wales Caucus, | value
Carwyn’s contributions to our success, which
includes his repeated attendance at the an-
nual St. David’'s Day receptions in Wash-
ington, D.C., and other U.S. locations. His ef-
forts on behalf of Welsh-American friendship
have yielded economic, political, and cultural
benefits that will be enjoyed by both of our na-
tions for years to come.
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Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to express gratitude to Matt Zweig, and
to commend his over 17 years of service on
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. Matt came
to the Committee in 2001, as support staff and
quickly worked his way up the ladder to be-
come a Senior Professional Staff Member.

Matt has served the Committee in many dif-
ferent capacities. He was the staff member re-
sponsible for providing expertise on sanctions
and illicit finance—from Iran, to North Korea,
to Burma and Russia. He has been the pri-
mary staffer responsible for coordinating the
National Defense Authorization Act process for
the Committee—an annual exercise that in-
volves dozens, and sometimes hundreds of
provisions that fall within our Committee’s ju-
risdiction. In this role, he negotiated some of
the most critical measures to pass both cham-
bers and be enacted into law—from the two
bills that formed the legislative basis for sanc-
tions against North Korea, to innovative meas-
ures to confront Iran’s terrorist proxy,
Hezbollah. Throughout, Matt has maintained
critical relationships on both sides of the aisles
in the House and Senate that have allowed
the Committee to move so much critical legis-
lation. Matt worked many long hours in service
to the Committee and country, and | want to
thank his wife Behare and their children—Ari,
Isabel, and David—for sharing him with us.
We wish Matt the best as he departs the
Committee for a new mission.

—————

HONORING ANDREW FORRESTER

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
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Wednesday, December 12, 2018

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, on
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District
of Indiana, to recognize Andrew Forrester for
his contribution to Jefferson County and the
City of Madison.

Andrew is a positive leader and hard worker
who has served the City of Madison with
honor and distinction for years. As the City Di-
rector of Community Relations, Andrew has
been responsible for representing the City and
advancing efforts to improve the quality of life
for Madison residents. It has been an honor to
work with him.

On a personal note, Andrew is my friend
who | could always count on for a positive
word and consistent support. Andrew and |
are both proud alums of Wabash College, too.
| want to thank Andrew for his friendship and
loyalty to me over all these years. | wish him
continued success in all that God has planned
for his family.
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