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de la Légion d’Honneur and the Officier dans
I'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, both from
France; the Commendatore del’Ordine al
Merito della Republica Italiana; the Mexican
Order of the Aztec Eagle; Norway’s King Olav
Medal; the Williams College Bicentennial
Medal; the Centennial Medal, awarded by the
Harvard Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences; the Officer's Cross of the Order of
Merit of the Republic of Hungary; and the Offi-
cer's Cross of the Order of Merit of the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany, 2014.

With Rusty’s leadership and support over
the last 26 years, every division at the Gallery
has experienced tremendous growth and con-
tributed to art historical scholarship, conserva-
tion, and museology at the highest standard of
excellence. Since Powell’s first year as direc-
tor in 1992, the Gallery has welcomed more
than 122 million visitors.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in congratulating Rusty, on
the occasion of his retirement, after 26 years
of exceptional service to the National Gallery
of Art.

———

HONORING JEAN ANN HARCOURT
AND TERRY SHOWALTER

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2018

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, on
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District
of Indiana, to recognize Jean Ann Harcourt
and Terry Showalter for their contribution to
our state.

Jean Ann is an institution in our state and
is widely regarded as one of the state’s top
political minds. She owns and operates Har-
court Industries Inc. in Milroy, which produces
school supplies, school spirit items and polit-
ical signage. She also serves on the Board of
Trustees at Ball State University. Jean Ann
and Terry have been continually recognized
throughout the years for their extraordinary
contributions to Rush County and our state.

Most importantly, Jean Ann and Terry are
my friends. | want to thank them for their
friendship, wise counsel and loyalty to me
over all these years. | wish them continued
success in all that God has planned for their
family.

RECOGNIZING DIWALI
HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2018

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize Diwali, a festival of lights cele-
brating the Hindu New Year. Originating in
India, Diwali is the largest and one of the most
important celebrations observed within the
Hindu religion. Diwali’s festival of lights sym-
bolizes the spiritual victory of light over dark-
ness, good over evil, and knowledge over ig-
norance.

Diwali festivities include deep cleaning and
extensive decorating of office buildings, tem-
ples, and homes. The celebration begins by
lighting clay lamps in temple windows in honor
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of Lakshmi, the Hindu goddess of prosperity
and wealth. Traditional Indian feasts take
place with friends and loved ones, during
which, sweets and presents are prepared and
shared.

The significance of this event is not exclu-
sive to India. Today, where there are Hindus
they honor their traditions and observe this im-
portant day. Here in Colorado, for example,
we have a thriving and growing Hindu commu-
nity. The Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of
the Rockies also known as the Hindu Temple
of Colorado located in the City of Centennial,
and the 6th Congressional District exemplifies
this.

It is with great pride that | join all in recog-
nizing Chairman Ved Nanda, President Sudhir
Verma, Vice President Sridhar Talanki and
Board Members: Arjun Sen, Mahesh Anandan,
Anshuman Purohit, Asha Vasant, Deepak
Malhotra, Madhu Bhat, Rajesh Agarwal,
Rajesh Kaul, Ravi Raj, Reva Nayar, Sanjai
Natesan, Sony Das; and volunteers Rahul
Mirchand, Poonam Kakkar, Satish Kumar, and
Suresh Lakkaraju.

| wish them and all the Temple’s members
well as they celebrate Diwali.

———

STANDING WITH OUR GEORGIAN
FRIENDS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
lic of Georgia is a beacon of democracy in a
part of the world which has struggled to break
the legacy of Soviet oppression. While Geor-
gia successfully achieved independence in
1991, Moscow is still attempting to bully the
small nation back into its orbit.

In 2008, Russian troops invaded the coun-
try, seizing nearly a third of Georgia’s territory
that is still occupied today. Despite Russia’s
persistent human rights abuses and aggres-
sive tactics, the Georgian people remain defi-
ant. They continue to express a clear desire to
determine their own futures and integrate with
the Euro-Atlantic community. Putin hates
Georgia’s path to liberty because successful
democracies positioned on Russia’s border
are a threat to his despotic rule. To deter Rus-
sia’s continued belligerence, we must boost
Georgia’s ability to defend itself and make an
ironclad commitment to our Georgian friends.
For peace and freedom to preserve in the
Caucasus, it must become clear to Putin that
undermining Georgia’s independence will be a
costly endeavor.

To help Georgia repel future Russian ag-
gression, Rep. Connolly and | have introduced
H.R. 6219, the Georgia Support Act. This im-
portant bill calls on the State Department to
provide a strategy to Congress to help bolster
Georgia’s defenses. Specifically, it calls for ef-
forts to strengthen Georgia's cyber security
capabilities and resiliency to Russian
disinformation campaigns that undermine its
fragile democracy. The bill also requests the
President to impose sanctions on Russian in-
dividuals who commit human rights abuses on
Georgia territory.

For more than two decades, Georgia has
been a steadfast ally of the United States and
the Euro-Atlantic community. We must not
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abandon our Georgian friends in the face of
continued Russian aggression. To do so only
invites Putin to further pursue his goal of re-
building the Soviet Empire. America must
stand with Georgia and demand complete re-
spect for our ally’s territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty. This bill must pass to send a clear
message of defiance to Putin and a message
of hope to our Georgian friends.
And that’s just the way it is.

HONORING P.E. MACALLISTER

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2018

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, on
behalf of the entire 6th Congressional District
of Indiana, to recognize P.E. MacAllister for
his contribution to our state.

P.E. is widely regarded as one of the most
distinguished Hoosiers to ever grace our state.
P.E. built a business empire at MacAllister
Machinery. Some have referred to him as the
“founding father of modern Indianapolis” for
his extraordinary commitment and service. It
has been an honor to work with him in ad-
vancing our shared Republican principles.

| have had the pleasure of knowing P.E. for
nearly two decades. To me, P.E. has been a
friend, supporter and trusted advisor during
my entire tenure in Congress. Simply put:
there is no one | admire more than P.E.
MacAllister.

| want to thank P.E. for his friendship and
loyalty to me over all these years. | wish him
continued success in all that God has planned
for his family.

RECOGNIZING BRAD D. SMITH ON
HIS RETIREMENT FROM INTUIT

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2018

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a highly respected Silicon Valley leader,
a friend and a constituent, Brad D. Smith, on
his retirement as President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Intuit, Inc. During his 11 years
at the helm of the company, Brad’s excep-
tional leadership doubled Intuit's customer
base and tripled the company’s earnings. His
commitment to Intuit's employees and work-
place culture has made Intuit one of the best
companies to work for in America according to
Fortune.

Brad D. Smith was born in Huntington, West
Virginia, on April 6, 1954, and grew up in the
nearby town of Kenova, a community of 3,500
that Brad credits with teaching him integrity,
humility, and teamwork during his formative
years. He graduated from Ceredo-Kenova
High School and was accepted by and en-
tered the United States Military Academy at
West Point. He ultimately decided to return to
West Virginia and enroll at Marshall University
where he graduated in 1986 with a degree in
Business Administration.

Brad has been a very generous benefactor
of Marshall University over the years, and in
November, 2018, Brad and his wife, Alys
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