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diligent public service in all facets of 
life. 

I am deeply thankful for his friend-
ship, and I admire his tireless, lifelong 
devotion to working for the benefit of 
others. I join with his family and 
friends, as well as those he has im-
pacted during his career, to express our 
dedication and gratitude for his con-
tributions to our hometown. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF GAIL 
SMITH COBB 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Gail Smith 
Cobb, a woman who touched the lives 
and hearts of so many in South Caro-
lina for 84 years. Gail Cobb’s life was 
dedicated to ensuring Union County 
was a great place to live, work, wor-
ship, and go to school. 

She started serving her community 
when she was secretary of the Union 
County Recreation Commission and 
then became the program director of 
the commission, where she started 
multiple programs and events for resi-
dents. 

From there, she became the director 
of the Union County Recreation De-
partment, overseeing the hiring of em-
ployees, park maintenance, and pro-
gramming. More importantly, she 
worked for the county council in main-
taining effective budgets and funding 
for the recreation department. 

On top of her work within the local 
government, Gail also served on the 
board of directors for the Salvation 
Army for over 5 years and sat on the 
Union County Fair board for 10 years. 

As an active member of the commu-
nity and important leader in the Union 
County High School Athletic Booster 
Club for over 30 years, she made her 
community a better place for everyone. 
Gail volunteered and gave most of her 
time and effort to support all of the 
athletic teams and cheerleaders within 
the Union County athletic program, 
and she spent tireless hours distrib-
uting tickets and collecting money to 
ensure the program’s success. 

In the recent playoff game between 
Chester and Union, she was recognized 
for her efforts, and the game was dedi-
cated on her behalf. 

In life, Gail was a shining example of 
a tireless servant. She was a woman of 
faith and service. She will be greatly 
missed by the community. In rest, may 
she find peace. 

f 

CONGRESS CONTINUES TO EXCEED 
LOWEST EXPECTATIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. MASSIE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, last 
night, the Rules Committee came out 
with a procedural resolution for the 
farm bill that violates both the Con-

stitution and the War Powers Act of 
1973. Just when you thought Congress 
couldn’t get any swampier, we con-
tinue to exceed even the lowest expec-
tations. 

Section 2 of House Resolution 1176, 
the rule for the farm bill, says that the 
provisions of section 7 of the War Pow-
ers Resolution shall not apply during 
the remainder of the 115th Congress to 
any concurrent resolution introduced 
pursuant to the War Powers Resolu-
tion. 

What this means is that our leader-
ship has decided that the House just 
doesn’t need to vote on whether U.S. 
soldiers, personnel, weapons, and tax-
payer dollars should go toward assist-
ing Saudi Arabia with its brutal war on 
civilians in Yemen, a war that has 
caused the world’s worst famine in over 
100 years. 

This isn’t the first time that our 
leadership, using the Rules Committee, 
has swept under the rug the War Pow-
ers Act. They did it last month. What 
they did is they hid the vote inside of 
another resolution, a procedural reso-
lution for a bill called Manage our 
Wolves Act. So, many Members of Con-
gress swept under the rug the War Pow-
ers Act without even knowing it, be-
cause it was in a procedural resolution. 

But think about what they are doing 
this time. Instead of specifying a cer-
tain resolution that they are going to 
suspend the War Powers Act for, they 
are saying any resolution for all of 
Congress. 

In my opinion, this violates both the 
U.S. Constitution and statutory law. 
But, apparently, this doesn’t matter to 
our leadership and the majority of the 
Rules Committee. 

Just as a remainder, Article I, Sec-
tion 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion says that Congress and Congress 
alone, not the executive branch, pos-
sesses the power to declare war. Al-
though the Constitution’s language un-
equivocally gives this power solely to 
Congress, Presidents, nevertheless, 
continued to launch military action 
abroad prior to receiving Congressional 
approval. This is why Congress passed 
the War Powers Act of 1973. 

Section 5(c) of the War Powers Act 
requires the President to remove 
United States forces at any time, if 
Congress so directs by concurrent reso-
lution, and Section 7 establishes pri-
ority procedures for consideration of 
such a removal resolution. It requires 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs to 
report out that resolution within 15 
days. You can’t let this thing die in 
committee. It has to come back to the 
floor within 15 days, according to the 
law since 1973. 

Then it directs that the House must 
vote on the resolution within 3 cal-
endar days. It can’t die on the floor. 
There has to be a vote within 3 days. 

But, instead of following the law, in-
stead of following the Constitution, the 
Rules Committee last night snuck lan-
guage into the rule for the farm bill, 
and this should upset farmers who are 

depending on the farm bill. They snuck 
into the rule for the farm bill a resolu-
tion that deprives the entire House of 
Representatives of its constitutional 
right to decide when and where our sol-
diers should be sent into harm’s way. 

So let me sum this up. Even if you 
think we should be involved in Yemen, 
even if you think soldiers should go 
there, even if you think we should give 
the bombs to Saudi Arabia to drop on 
civilians, you shouldn’t want to sneak 
that into an unrelated bill. You 
shouldn’t want to hide that in a farm 
bill. What good could you be up to by 
hiding that in another bill? 

But let’s say you are okay with hid-
ing it in another bill because you don’t 
want your constituents to find out 
where you stand on this issue: I had to 
vote for the farm bill. Sorry. 

Well, even if you are okay with hid-
ing it in another bill, this is the wrong 
way to do it. Last time, when they 
snuck it—when they swept it under the 
rug last month, they specified that the 
resolution wouldn’t have the powers of 
the War Powers Act, wouldn’t have the 
privileges of the War Powers Act. 

This time, not only are they sweep-
ing it under the rug, they are preemp-
tively sweeping all of the power of Con-
gress under the War Powers Act under 
the rug for the entire remainder of this 
congressional session. It sets a horrible 
precedent. It is a dangerous precedent. 

The Speaker is grabbing more powers 
using the Speaker’s committee, the 
Rules Committee. He is doing so and 
jeopardizing the power of the House of 
Representatives, because for him to 
grab more power requires us to give 
more power to the executive branch, to 
abdicate our constitutional responsi-
bility to decide when and where our 
military should go. 

So I urge my colleagues to oppose 
this illegal and unconstitutional action 
today by voting ‘‘no’’ on the rule for 
the farm bill. That is House Resolution 
1176. 

f 

EXTENDING ANIMAL FIGHTING 
PROHIBITIONS TO TERRITORIES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Puerto Rico (Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN) for 
5 minutes. 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to ex-
press my utter disappointment with 
the inclusion of extending the prohibi-
tion of cockfighting in the territories 
in the farm bill before us today. 

While there are a lot of provisions 
that will benefit the largest constitu-
ency of any House Member, for over 3 
million American citizens living in 
Puerto Rico, the inclusion of this 
amendment will detract from the other 
high points of this bill. 

This bill will improve accessibility to 
grants and programs on the island, and 
for that, I am extremely grateful and 
confident that this will help my con-
stituents. 

But, on the other hand, since 2002, 
the farm bill has included the very 
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