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The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CICILLLINE led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———————

CELEBRATING SATURDAY AS BILL
OF RIGHTS DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
December 15 as the Bill of Rights Day.

The Bill of Rights, which is the first
10 amendments to the Constitution,
was first ratified in 1791. It protects the
rights and liberties of all Americans.
The Bill of Rights guarantees our free-
doms of religion, speech, press, and to
peaceably assemble and petition our
government; and it protects our right
to bear arms, our private property
rights, our right to a fair trial, and our
right against unreasonable searches
and seizures.

It establishes that we as a nation
promote the power of individual lib-
erties and limit the scope of the Fed-
eral Government.

Mr. Speaker, Bill of Rights Day came
into existence in 1941 on its 150th anni-
versary. Congress passed a joint resolu-
tion authorizing President Franklin D.
Roosevelt to make it a national holi-
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day. Roosevelt referred to the docu-
ment as ‘‘the great American charter
of personal liberty and human dig-
nity.”

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we
use this day to educate younger gen-
erations of Americans on our Bill of
Rights and the values it embodies for
all.

———

HONORING SETON HALL FUL-
BRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP RECIPI-
ENTS

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Aidan Miller and Kylie
Lan Tumiatti for receiving the pres-
tigious Fulbright scholarships this
year. Aidan and Kylie are both recent
graduates of Seton Hall University’s
School of Diplomacy.

Aidan is a student of international
relations, modern languages, and East-
ern European studies. Over the next
year, he will be teaching English at a
university in Russia while learning
about Russian traditions and culture.
Aidan plans to enter public service
when he returns home.

Kylie also majored in international
relations and modern languages, with a
minor in economics. The Fulbright
scholarship has given her the oppor-
tunity to teach English in Malaysia.
When she returns from Malaysia, Kylie
will finish her graduate degree in pub-
lic affairs at Columbia University and
then enter the foreign service.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in celebrating these bright
young people who are committed to
making our world a better place.

———
RICHARD WAYNE “R.W.” ALLEN II

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great joy that I rise today to recognize
and celebrate the life of my 13th grand-
child on his first-month birthday.

On November 7, 2018, my family and I
welcomed Richard Wayne “R.W.”” Allen
II, my namesake, into our family. Of
our 13 grandchildren, R.W. is our fourth
grandson. I am truly humbled that my
fourth grandson was named in my
honor.

Robin and I are the proud parents of
four wonderful children, and our only
son, Andy, and his wife, Betsy, are now
the parents of R.W. and his older sister,
Elsie, who is named after my mother.

Andy is a foreign service officer with
the State Department, and right now
he and his family are living here in
Washington and training for his next
assignment. I cannot put in words how
happy we are that Andy, Betty, Elsie,
and R.W. are here with us in D.C. as we
celebrate this addition to our growing
family.
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My prayer for R.W. is he will grow
strong in his faith and personally expe-
rience the mercy, grace, peace, and
love of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

—————

GUN VIOLENCE

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, this week
we mark the sixth anniversary of the
tragic shooting at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School, which left 26 dead, includ-
ing 20 children ages 6 and 7. In the
years since, there have been 1,917 mass
shootings, killing 2,175 men, women,
and children and wounding more than
6,000.

The worst of these shootings oc-
curred in the heart of my district at
the Route 91 music festival when a
gunman opened fire on the crowd, kill-
ing 58 and injuring more than 800.

The list of victims grows every day,
and yet on this floor there is only si-
lence. This past November, voters sent
a strong message by rejecting those
who stand in the way of commonsense
gun violence prevention.

We can never bring back those who
are lost to gun violence, but from uni-
versal background checks to a ban on
bump stocks, come January, we can
and will take action.

————

2018 FARM BILL

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, today
we will vote on the farm bill, and I
can’t help but be reminded of the more
than 1,100 attendees at the farm bill
listening sessions we held across the
country. What an honor it was to take
the comments, the feedback, and the
suggestions they had and work to ad-
dress those concerns.

Those 1,100 attendees represented the
full spectrum of American agriculture.
From citrus producers in Florida to
wheat farmers in Kansas, we saw and
heard amazing stories of the grit and
determination of the people who wake
up every morning, pull their boots on,
and work to feed, clothe, and fuel this
world.

As we vote today, I salute and honor
each of them and their families. Mr.
Speaker, Kansans sent me to Congress
to get a farm bill done, and I am hon-
ored to be here today and to say that
we delivered for Kansas.

————

SHUTDOWN, SHOWDOWN

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, in 9
days, we are going to face another gov-
ernment shutdown.

The American people want a respon-
sible Federal Government that works
for them, but yesterday President
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