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Trump said that he will be proud to
shut down the government. The Presi-
dent believes that his idea for an inef-
fective, $70 billion, 1,000-mile long bor-
der wall is more important than keep-
ing the government open for business.

Our constituents are sick of this
stuff. The President told them that
Mexico would pay for the wall, and now
he is threatening to close the govern-
ment if he doesn’t get what he wants.
This is exactly why our constituents
voted to put Democrats in control of
Congress last month. They don’t want
their hard-earned money wasted on an
expensive, ineffective border wall.

We should listen to them. Democrats
and Republicans need to come together
and work together to meet their needs,
not President Trump’s.

While the President throws another
Twitter tantrum, let’s keep the govern-
ment open and work on solutions for
the real challenges facing our constitu-
ents: good-paying jobs, lower
healthcare costs, and ending the cor-
ruption in Washington. That is what
Democrats are committed to doing.

It is time for Republicans to stand up
to this President and work with Demo-
crats for the benefit of the American
people.

———————

BUDGET CRISIS

(Mr. HERN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HERN. Mr. Speaker, in the last
10 years, our country’s national debt
has grown from $10 trillion to nearly
$22 trillion. This trajectory is not sus-
tainable. While there is no easy fix to
this, the first step is clear: stop adding
to it.

President Trump is leading by exam-
ple telling his Cabinet to eliminate
waste in their departments. He under-
stands the fiscal cliff we are standing
on and is taking the right steps to get
our spending under control.

Now it is time for us to do our job.
We cannot govern from crisis to crisis.
We need a budget that balances, and we
need to get back to regular order by
passing all 12 appropriations bills.

Short-term spending bills are not the
solution, and we cannot rely on them
anymore. With the national debt grow-
ing every day, we cannot continue to
kick the can down the road. We need to
face this crisis head-on.

Frankly, Americans deserve better.
It is time we put in the work to get it
right and solve our budget crisis. Let’s
get to work.

————

REFUGEES REVITALIZE
COMMUNITIES

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, this good and generous Na-
tion has a long tradition of welcoming
those seeking refuge and a better life
in America.
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America is, in fact, a nation of immi-
grants. For generations, immigrants
and refugees—my ancestors included—
have contributed to a diverse and
strong Nation built on the foundation
that, through hard work, anything is
possible.

The State Department recently an-
nounced plans to cut the very pro-
grams to provide refugees with the
tools toward economic independence,
self-sufficiency, and success. It is a
counterproductive move by the admin-
istration that cites the economy as a
priority.

Refugees are helping to revitalize
older communities like the Buffalo-Ni-
agara region, increasing our popu-
lation, contributing to a dedicated
workforce, and bringing new quality of
life and economic life back to neigh-
borhoods like Buffalo’s west side.

We are calling on Secretary Pompeo
to immediately reverse any plans to
cut resettlement agencies and reaffirm

this Nation’s commitment to the
American Dream.
——

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WoMACK) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Honor-
able NANCY PELOSI, Democratic Leader:

DECEMBER 11, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to section
3(b) of the Public Safety Officer Medal of
Valor Act of 2001 (42 U.S.C. 15202), I am
pleased to reappoint Mr. Brian Fengel of
Bartonville, Illinois, to the Medal of Valor
Review Board.

Thank you for your consideration of this
recommendation.

Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI,
Democratic Leader.

——
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON
H.R. 2, AGRICULTURE AND NU-
TRITION ACT OF 2018

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 1176 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1176

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 2) to provide for the reform and con-
tinuation of agricultural and other programs
of the Department of Agriculture through
fiscal year 2023, and for other purposes. All
points of order against the conference report
and against its consideration are waived.
The conference report shall be considered as
read. The previous question shall be consid-
ered as ordered on the conference report to
its adoption without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit if applicable.

SEC. 2. The provisions of section 7 of the
War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1546) shall
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not apply during the remainder of the One
Hundred Fifteenth Congress to a concurrent
resolution introduced pursuant to section 5
of the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1544)
with respect to the Republic of Yemen.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN), my friend, pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, the Rules Committee met and
reported a rule, House Resolution 1176,
providing for further consideration of a
very important piece of legislation for
America’s farmers and ranchers: the
conference report to accompany H.R. 2,
the Agriculture and Nutrition Act,
commonly referred to as the farm bill.
This rule provides that the conference
report shall be considered as read.

Mr. Speaker, earlier this year, as the
House considered its version of the
farm bill, I spoke in this Chamber
about a farm bill listening tour I con-
ducted in my own district, traveling to
every county that I represent to hear
from and listen to input and the con-
cerns from farmers, ranchers, and pro-
ducers across the State of Washington.

In the days since the House passed
that bill earlier this summer, there has
been growing concern that the job
would not get done and that the 2014
farm bill would expire and our Nation’s
farm country would be left without the
crucial tools this legislation provides
to strengthen the farm safety net and
provide certainty and flexibility to
America’s farmers and ranchers.

Fortunately, with the legislation be-
fore us today, we can report that this is
not the case. After months of pains-
taking negotiations between the House
and the Senate conferees, we have an
agreement before us. This agreement,
while not including several provisions I
would have liked to have seen, sets us
on a better path for our farmers and
ranchers, for our rural communities,
for small businesses, and for consumers
across the country at the grocery store
and at kitchen tables.

With this conference agreement to
the farm bill, I can now go back to my
district and confidently report to my
constituents that we have provided a
strong foundation to help our farmers
survive a 50 percent drop in net farm
income over the past 4 years. I can go
back to Okanogan County and tell my
constituents in Pateros that we have
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