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(b) REQUIRED STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, in consultation with
the heads of other appropriate United States
departments and agencies, shall submit to
Congress a report outlining a strategy to im-
plement the policy described in subsection
(a).

(2) COMPONENTS.—The report required
under paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(A) A detailed assessment of Russian
disinformation and propaganda efforts across
all media platforms targeting Georgia.

(B) An assessment of the Government of
Georgia’s capabilities to deter and combat
such Russian efforts and to support the free-
dom of the press.

(C) A detailed strategy coordinated across
all relevant United States departments and
agencies to enhance the Government of
Georgia’s capabilities to deter and combat
such Russian efforts.

(3) ForM.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form but may contain a classified annex.

SEC. 104. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT WITH GEORGIA.

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States Trade Representative should make
progress toward negotiations with the Gov-
ernment of Georgia to enter a bilateral free
trade agreement with Georgia.

TITLE II—SANCTIONS PROVISIONS

SEC. 201. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS ON PER-
SONS COMPLICIT IN OR RESPON-
SIBLE FOR SERIOUS HUMAN RIGHTS
ABUSES, INCLUDING RIGHT TO LIFE
IN GEORGIAN REGIONS OF
ABKHAZIA AND TSKHINVALI RE-
GION/SOUTH OSSETIA OCCUPIED BY
RUSSIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall im-
pose with respect to a foreign person the
sanctions described in subsection (b) if the
President determines, based on credible in-
formation, that such foreign person, on or
after the date of enactment of this Act—

(1) is responsible for, complicit in, or re-
sponsible for ordering, controlling, or other-
wise directing the commission of serious
human rights abuses in Georgian regions of
Abkhazia and Tskhinvali Region/South
Ossetia forcibly occupied by the Russian
Federation;

(2) is materially assisting, sponsoring, or
providing significant financial, material, or
technological support for, or goods or serv-
ices to, a foreign person described in para-
graph (1); or

(3) is owned or controlled by a foreign per-
son, or is acting on behalf of a foreign person
described in paragraph (1).

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing:

(1) ASSET BLOCKING.—The exercise of all
powers granted to the President by the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent nec-
essary to block and prohibit all transactions
in all property and interests in property of a
person determined by the President to be a
person described in subsection (a) if such
property and interests in property are in the
United States, come within the United
States, or are or come within the possession
or control of a United States person, includ-
ing by taking any of the actions described in
paragraph (1) of section 203(a) of such Act (50
U.S.C. 1702(a)) with respect to regions of
Abkhazia and Tskhinvali Region/South
Ossetia forcibly occupied by the Russian
Federation.

(2) EXCLUSION FROM THE UNITED STATES AND
REVOCATION OF VISA OR OTHER DOCUMENTA-
TION.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an alien de-
termined by the President to be a person de-
scribed in subsection (a), denial of a visa to,
and exclusion from the United States of,
such alien, and revocation in accordance
with section 221(i) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i)), of any visa
or other documentation of such alien.

(B) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH UNITED NA-
TIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT AND LAW EN-
FORCEMENT OBJECTIVES.—Sanctions under
subparagraph (A) shall not apply to an indi-
vidual if admitting the individual into the
United States would further important law
enforcement objectives or is necessary to
permit the United States to comply with the
Agreement regarding the Headquarters of
the United Nations, signed at Lake Success
June 26, 1947, and entered into force Novem-
ber 21, 1947, between the United Nations and
the United States, or other applicable inter-
national obligations of the United States.

(c) WAIVER.—The President may waive the
application of sanctions under subsection (b)
with respect to a person if the President de-
termines that such a waiver is important to
the national interests of the United States.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.—

(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may
exercise all authorities provided to the
President under sections 203 and 205 of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to carry out sub-
section (b)(1).

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or
causes a violation of subsection (b)(1) or any
regulation, license, or order issued to carry
out such subsection shall be subject to the
penalties specified in subsections (b) and (c)
of section 206 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1705)
to the same extent as a person that commits
an unlawful act described in subsection (a) of
such section.

(e) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 60
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act and at least once every 180 days there-
after for a period not to exceed two years,
the President, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, shall transmit to
Congress a detailed report with respect to
persons that have been determined to have
engaged in activities described in subsection
(a).

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.

——
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PERMISSION TO INCLUDE EX-
CHANGE OF LETTERS ON H.R.
6219

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that I may in-
clude in the RECORD an exchange of let-
ters with the other committees of ju-
risdiction on H.R. 6219.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
include in the RECORD an exchange of
letters.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, December 12, 2018.
Hon. EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: I am writing with

respect to H.R. 6219, a bill “To support the
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independence, sovereignty, and territorial
integrity of Georgia, and for other pur-
poses,” on which the Committee on Ways
and Means was granted an additional refer-
ral.

As a result of your having consulted with
us on provisions in H.R. 6219 that fall within
the Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on
Ways and Means, I agree to waive formal
congsideration of this bill so that it may
move expeditiously to the floor. The Com-
mittee on Ways and Means takes this action
with the mutual understanding that we do
not waive any jurisdiction over the subject
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion, and the Committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as the bill or
similar legislation moves forward so that we
may address any remaining issues that fall
within our jurisdiction. The Committee also
reserves the right to seek appointment of an
appropriate number of conferees to any
House-Senate conference involving this or
similar legislation, and requests your sup-
port for such request.

Finally, I would appreciate your response
to this letter confirming this understanding,
and would ask that a copy of our exchange of
letters on this matter be included in the
Congressional Record during floor consider-
ation of H.R. 6219.

Sincerely,
KEVIN BRADY.
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, December 12, 2018.
Hon. KEVIN BRADY,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BRADY: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Foreign Affairs Committee
and agreeing to be discharged from further
consideration of H.R. 6219, the Georgia Sup-
port Act, so that the bill may proceed expe-
ditiously to the House floor.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation
in the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees from your committee to any
House-Senate conference on this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 6219
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your
cooperation regarding this legislation and
look forward to continuing to work together
as this measure moves through the legisla-
tive process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, December 12, 2018.
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GOODLATTE: Thank you for
consulting with the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and agreeing to be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 6219, the Geor-
gia Support Act, so that the bill may proceed
expeditiously to the House floor.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation
in the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees from your committee to any
House-Senate conference on this legislation.
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I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 6219
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your
cooperation regarding this legislation and
look forward to continuing to work together
as this measure moves through the legisla-
tive process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks on H.R. 6219.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

———————

REAFFIRMING THE COMMITMENT
OF THE UNITED STATES TO PRO-
MOTE FREE, FAIR, TRANS-
PARENT AND CREDIBLE ELEC-
TIONS IN BANGLADESH

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H. Res. 1169, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1169

Whereas Bangladesh achieved independ-
ence in 1971 and established a secular demo-
cratic state, which is home to Muslims, Hin-
dus, Buddhists, Christians, and atheists;

Whereas Bangladesh is the eighth most
populous country with nearly 160,000,000 peo-
ple;

Whereas according to the United States
Agency for International Development ma-
ternal and child mortality rates in Ban-
gladesh have declined by more than 60 per-
cent, production of rice has tripled, and
growth in gross domestic product has aver-
aged more than 6 percent annually for over a
decade;

Whereas Bangladesh has fulfilled the cri-
teria to initiate graduation from the United
Nations ‘‘Least Developed Country” status
and could become a middle-income country
within the next 3 years;

Whereas in 2017, the generous people of
Bangladesh welcomed more than 700,000
Rohingya refugees following the Burmese
military and security force’s crimes against
humanity and genocide against the
Rohingya in Northern Rakhine State;

Whereas in recent years, Bangladesh’s
democratic system has faced challenges, in-
cluding political violence, environmental
strain, Islamist militancy, a refugee crisis,
and challenges to freedom of speech and
press;

Whereas free, fair, transparent, and cred-
ible elections are the cornerstone of every
democracy;

Whereas legitimate elections that respect
fundamental freedoms are characterized by
transparency, accountability, security, and
accessibility for all voters;
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Whereas strong democracies worldwide
make for better trading partners, provide
new market opportunities, improve global
health outcomes, and promote economic
freedom and regional security;

Whereas attacks on democracy and demo-
cratic institutions undermine the sacrifices
of the Bangladeshi people and the country’s
commitment to human rights and the rule of
law;

Whereas one of Bangladesh’s main political
parties boycotted the 2014 general election
due to concerns about the impartiality of the
electoral process;

Whereas Bangladesh is scheduled to hold
general elections on December 30, 2018;

Whereas democratic stability, regional se-
curity, and economic prosperity in Ban-
gladesh and South Asia are vital to the na-
tional security interests of the TUnited
States;

Whereas the United States-Bangladesh re-
lationship is built on a foundation of shared
values and cooperation on issues including
economic growth and development, labor
rights, peacekeeping, counterterrorism, and
the environment and climate;

Whereas the United States should more ac-
tively engage with the Government of Ban-
gladesh with respect to their shared inter-
ests in safeguarding human rights, religious
freedom, and secular democracy in Ban-
gladesh, while preventing the growth of reli-
gious extremism and militancy; and

Whereas repeated attacks on religious mi-
norities, expanding religious intolerance,
and growing destabilization caused by rad-
ical groups undermine United States eco-
nomic and strategic interests in Bangladesh:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to promote free, fair, trans-
parent and credible elections in Bangladesh;

(2) calls on the Government of Bangladesh
to respect the freedom of speech and of the
press and to heed the Bangladesh Election
Commission’s request to ensure security for
minorities and maintain communal harmony
for a peaceful election;

(3) urges political leaders and judicial au-
thorities in Bangladesh to respect the will of
voters and ensure that all Bangladeshis will
be able to participate freely in the upcoming
elections, and that the elections will be im-
partial and inclusive; and

(4) commends the government and people
of Bangladesh for their generosity in hosting
Rohingya refugees despite the hardships as-
sociated with responding to this man-made
humanitarian disaster created by the Bur-
mese military and security force’s crimes
against humanity and genocide against the
Rohingya in Northern Rakhine State.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2,
AGRICULTURE AND NUTRITION
ACT OF 2018

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the conference re-
port to accompany H.R. 2.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1176, I call up
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the conference report on the bill (H.R.
2) to provide for the reform and con-
tinuation of agricultural and other pro-
grams of the Department of Agri-
culture through fiscal year 2023, and
for other purpose, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1176, the con-
ference report is considered read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
December 10, 2018, Book II at page
H9823.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) and
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
PETERSON) each will control 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of the conference report to
H.R. 2, the Agriculture Improvement
Act of 2018.

It is fitting that the House today
consider that farm bill because, 28
years ago, another proud Texan, Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush, signed into law
the 1990 farm bill.

For the first time since 1990, Con-
gress is poised to pass a new farm bill
in the same year that the legislation
was first introduced.

In many ways, the 1990 farm bill laid
the groundwork for today’s U.S. farm
policy. The U.S. farm policy is no
longer the old command and control
policies of the New Deal, but, rather, a
market-oriented, risk management ap-
proach that helps America’s farmers
and ranchers survive natural disasters
and the predatory trade practices of
foreign countries like China.

Our Nation’s farmers and ranchers
are the very best in the world, but they
cannot compete alone against a sea of
high and rising foreign subsidies, tar-
iffs, and nontariff trade barriers, nor
can they survive alone in the face of
record droughts, hurricanes, wildfires,
and other natural disasters. That is
why we have a farm bill.

Mr. Speaker, not since the early 2000s
has a farm bill been more desperately
needed than it is today. Our farmers
and ranchers are going through a very
difficult recession right now. Net farm
income is down 50 percent from where
it stood just 5 years ago, the largest
drop since the Great Depression. And
farm bankruptcies are more up by
more than 30 percent.

We have all seen the devastation of
recent wildfires and hurricanes. Less
noticed, but no less destructive, is the
severe drought that has gripped many
parts of the country, perhaps none
more so than the one I get to rep-
resent.

Even less noticed is the rampant
cheating going on in the global trade
that hurts our farmers and ranchers
every single day. China recently over-
subsidized just three crops by more
than $100 billion in a single year.
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