December 12, 2018

came in together, we formed our early
competitive political lives together in
that crucible in Sacramento. I think
when I think back on this, I am not
going to remember a lot about the bills
or a lot about that, and I don’t think
any of us really will so much. It is the
friendships. It is the relationships. And
I count MiMI, JEFF, and DAVID as my
closest friends in this place.

So when you go around the hallways
here and you see that the bronze
plaques have been ripped off the offices
there, indeed it is like having a part of
it ripped off your heart, you know? But
we soldier on, because the people have
spoken. It is the will of the voters.

I know I have been proud to always
stand with them. Whether fighting for
water, for agriculture, for fiscal re-
sponsibility, for the right direction for
our Nation, I have always counted on
these friends to help keep all of us
moving on the right track, thinking
about the right things.

So indeed in these relationships, the
fun that comes along with it, like with
my friend ‘“‘Cowadao.” And JEFFREY,
who we always refer to each other as
our full formal first names. And M-I-M-
I. We have had a lot of fun in this. And
I think we have all fought hard in the
trenches to advance not only our State
at that level, but our country as well.

We are all better off for it. I am bet-
ter off for having known them. And it
is not going to be as fun, it is not going
to be as fulfilling to be around here
without friends like that, but, again, it
is the will of the voters. It is how
things go.

We will see each other in many other
capacities as we move through this life
together.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the invaluable con-
tributions made by my California Re-
publican delegation colleagues who are
departing at the conclusion of this
term.

I consider these individuals more
than colleagues. I consider them my
friends, and I am deeply disappointed
they will not be joining us in the next
session of Congress.

Every one of them has served in the
House with distinction, making this in-
stitution better for having them a part
of it. They have represented their con-
stituents and our State well by under-
standing the unique challenges they
faced and effectively fighting for solu-
tions.

The booming voice from JEFF
DENHAM is as unmistakable as it is ef-
fective advocating for California’s Cen-
tral Valley. He knows it is pretty dif-
ficult to farm without a reliable water
supply, so he helped lead the charge for
many sensible water policies that help
our Nation’s fruit and vegetable farm-
ers keep American-grown produce on
the dining room tables around the
country.

DARRELL ISSA made a name for him-
self in the car alarm industry before he
came to Congress, where he sounded
the alarm on the executive branch mis-
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conduct. As a leader on the Oversight
and Government Reform Committee,
DARRELL held our fellow agencies to
account for their actions and was a
staunch defender of American tax-
payers.

STEVE KNIGHT comes from a family
well known for public service. STEVE
proudly carried on that tradition by
serving in the Army for 8 years, then
the Los Angeles Police Department for
18 years. STEVE then came to Congress,
bringing his tremendous experience to
the House Armed Services Committee,
where he has made a big impact.

The dean of the California Repub-
lican delegation, DANA ROHRABACHER,
always brings a unique perspective to
any conversation. Since his days in the
Reagan White House, DANA has been a
constant voice for the defense of lib-
erty and freedom. He has also been a
gnarly champion for California’s leg-
endary surfing community.

ED ROYCE and I were both members
of the incoming freshman class of 1993.
As a longtime member and now chair-
man of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, ED has served as an effective
advocate for American interests and al-
lies around the globe. I have seen first-
hand how especially tireless he is in
being a voice for the safety and liberty
of people so desperate for someone to
come to their aid. And to cap it off,
ED’s tribute video featured Bono sing-
ing his praises.

DAVID VALADAO is a Member of the
House who truly understands what it
means to be a champion for his dis-
trict. DAVID has never been interested
in partisan politics. He just wants to
deliver results for the Central Valley of
California. Working with DAVID to
solve California’s water challenges and
serving with him on the Appropriations
Committee has been an absolute pleas-
ure and honor.

Anyone who spends any time with
MiMI WALTERS knows that she is the
toughest member of the California Re-
publican delegation. I think you have
heard that a number of times. When
our delegation needs to get something
done, you can always count on MIMI to
be front and center in the fight. Her te-
nacity in advancing worthwhile poli-
cies will be sorely missed by our dele-
gation, our conference, and the House.

Time and time again, our California
Republican delegation has come to-
gether to respond to the needs of our
State, whether it was a serious
drought, a disease threatening to wipe
out our citrus farmers, horrific
wildfires and the flooding and
mudslides that follow them, there is no
group of representatives I would rather
lock arms with to fight for those solu-
tions that our constituents need.

Mr. Speaker, Teddy Roosevelt so bril-
liantly said, ‘It is not the critic who
counts; not the man who points out
how the strong man stumbles, or where
the doer of deeds could have done them
better. The credit belongs to the man
who is actually in the arena.”

The departing members of the Cali-
fornia delegation all leave with pride of

H10163

knowing they served in the arena and
spent themselves in a worthy cause.
Again, I am grateful for their service
and especially for their friendship.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed without amend-
ment bills of the House of the following
titles:

H.R. 1872. An act to promote access for
United States diplomats and other officials,
journalists, and other citizens to Tibetan
areas of the People’s Republic of China, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 3996. An act to amend title 28, United
States Code, to permit other courts to trans-
fer certain cases to United States Tax Court.

H.R. 5759. An act to improve executive
agency digital services, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed with an amendment
in which the concurrence of the House
is requested, a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 6964. An act to reauthorize and im-
prove the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention Act of 1974, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills and a joint res-
olution of the following titles in which
the concurrence of the House is re-
quested:

S. 1092. An act to protect the right of law-
abiding citizens to transport knives inter-
state, notwithstanding a patchwork of local
and State prohibitions.

S. 2961. An act to reauthorize subtitle A of
the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990.

S.J. Res. 64. Joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of the Treasury
relating to ‘“‘Returns by Exempt Organiza-
tions and Returns by Certain Non-Exempt
Organizations’.

——
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BuDD). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2017, the Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
AL GREEN) for 30 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to thank the leadership
on both sides of the aisle for according
us this time. It is an honor to have the
privilege of standing here in the House
of Representatives to present a resolu-
tion tonight, and I am grateful that
the time has been allowed.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored tonight to
present this resolution, H. Res. 1166,
honoring and praising the American
Jewish Committee, known as AJC, on
the occasion of its 112th anniversary.

I am honored to say that this resolu-
tion has other persons who are spon-
sors: Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. MENG, Mr.
GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. COHEN, Ms.
MOORE, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania,
and Mr. ROTHFUS. I am honored that
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