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GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, let me
talk a little bit about yesterday after-
noon. Yesterday, Leader PELOSI and I
met with President Trump about fund-
ing the government past next week. We
gave the President two options to keep
the government open. The first option:
Pass the six bipartisan appropriations
bills and a 1-year CR for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security only. And,
if they don’t like that one, a 1-year CR
for the rest of government.

We told the President that both of
these options would pass both Cham-
bers. It was his choice to either accept
one of those two options or shut the
government down. Yesterday, unfortu-
nately, it was clear that the President
is clinging to his position of billions of
dollars for an unnecessary, ineffective,
border wall. President Trump will soon
realize that his position will not result
in a wall but will result in a Trump
shutdown, and he seems to relish the
idea, amazingly enough.

The President has called for a shut-
down at least 20 times since he came to
office. You can add at least five or six
more times to that number from our
meeting. Here is a direct quote from
President Trump yesterday: “If we
don’t get what we want, one way or the
other I [President Trump] will
shut down the government. . . . ¢

President Trump said:

I am proud to shut down the government.
. . . [so] I will take the mantle. I will be the
one to shut it down. I'm not going to blame
you [meaning Democrats] for it. . . . I will
take the mantle of shutting it down.

It was astounding that any Presi-
dent, even this one, would say that. No
President should ever say that he or
she would be proud to shut the govern-
ment down. No President should so
glibly use the American Government
and the millions of workers who work
so hard as a bargaining chip, but that
is where President Trump is headed.

President Trump made clear that he
will hold parts of the government hos-
tage for a petty campaign pledge to
fire up his base. That is all it is. He
never researched the wall. He talked
about it on the campaign and he said:
Oh, Mexico will pay for it. If President
Trump holds to this position—that un-
less he gets his wall, he will shut down
the government—who will suffer need-
lessly? The American people.

Of course, Leader PELOSI and I had to
spend much of the meeting trying to
untie the knots in logic the President
was tying himself in. President Trump
started by bragging about how great
border security is going under his
watch. That, by the way, is with no
wall. If it were truly the case as the
President said, that border security is
better than it has ever been, what is
wrong with another year of the same
funding? If things are going so great,
why does he have to threaten to shut
down the government for his $5 billion
wall? It makes no sense. None of it is
based on fact.

Mr. President, there is no wall.
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Mr. President, Mexico has not agreed
to pay for it. None of that is true, and
it is difficult—if nearly impossible—to
negotiate with a President in front of
the press who peddles such blatant and
dangerous falsehoods.

Because Leader PELOSI and I simply
didn’t go along with him, President
Trump threw a temper tantrum and
promised to shut down the government
unless he got what he wanted. Evi-
dently, the Trump temper tantrum
continued even after the meeting, with
news reports saying he threw papers
around the White House in frustration.

Why did he continue? Because some-
one finally spoke truth to power.
Someone finally contradicted him
when he throws around blatant false-
hoods on such a regular basis. The
President is so used to obsequious ad-
visers who fail to dispel his false and
made-up facts that he lives in a cocoon
of his own mistruth. Leader PELOSI and
I had to tell him, no, Mr. President,
that is not true. We had to puncture
that cocoon, and he threw a temper
tantrum because of it.

It is unfortunate that we have ar-
rived at this point. The President’s ad-
visers should have been telling the
President the truth all along. Unfortu-
nately, too many of my Republican col-
leagues in the Senate and in the House
seem too afraid to tell the President
when he is wrong, even though they
know he is wrong. They find it easier
to throw up their hands and wait for
someone else to solve the problem or
capitulate and agree with the Presi-
dent.

At the moment, Senator MCCONNELL,
the majority leader of this body and
my friend, is staying as far away as he
can from the year-end spending fight.
We didn’t hear a peep about it today.
Leader MCCONNELL says he doesn’t
want a shutdown, but he refuses to en-
gage with the President to tell him
what is transparently obvious to every-
one else: There will be no additional
money for the wall. We need to pass a
continuing resolution for DHS or for
all the remaining Agencies to keep the
government open.

Leader MCCONNELL has an obligation
as majority leader, and that is to help
persuade President Trump to take one
of the two options we offered. The idea
that Senator MCCONNELL has nothing
to do with appropriations as majority
leader of the Senate, who still is on
that committee, does not withstand
the slightest scrutiny.

If, unfortunately, the President re-
fuses to compromise, Leader McCON-
NELL will not be able to avoid this
issue. In the unfortunate event that
President Trump causes a shutdown,
the Democratic House will come into
power January 3 and pass one of our
two options to fund the government,
and then it will fall right back in Lead-
er MCCONNELL’s lap.

My view is—for whatever it is worth
to him—it is better to solve this now
because the leader is going to be stuck
with it 2 weeks from now, after an un-
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fortunate government shutdown caused
by his President, if he doesn’t act now.

If I were a Republican, I would get in-
volved right now and help pull the
President back from the brink. Demo-
crats have given him two reasonable
options. We made it crystal clear that
Democrats are for keeping the govern-
ment open. We have no demands be-
yond that, only the President does.

If President Trump wants to con-
tinue his temper tantrum ahead of the
holidays and cause a shutdown, it is
now so clear it is solely on his back.
We hope the President chooses one of
the reasonable options we gave him
yesterday, and we hope the country
can avoid a Trump shutdown.

I yield the floor.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

———————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF THE TREASURY TO RETURNS
BY EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS
AND RETURNS BY CERTAIN NON-
EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S.J. Res. 64,
which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 64) providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of the Treasury
relating to ‘‘Returns by Exempt Organiza-
tions and Returns by Certain Non-Exempt
Organizations.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-
sistant Democratic leader.

CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW ACT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate is voting on a resolution of
disapproval that would rescind a dan-
gerous decision made by the Treasury
Department and restore a vital tool in
the fight against illegal spending in
U.S. elections.

In July, the Treasury decided to re-
verse decades of precedent and elimi-
nate a requirement that certain tax-ex-
empt organizations must report the
identities of their major donors to the
Internal Revenue Service as part of
their annual returns.

Why is this important? Because the
501(c)(4) ‘‘social welfare organizations”
and 501(c)(6) business leagues that now
are no longer required to disclose their
donors to the IRS are the very same
groups that have poured nearly one bil-
lion dollars of dark money into U.S.
elections since 2010.
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