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rural area or frontier area), if the Secretary 
determines that applying such matching re-
quirement would result in serious hardship 
or an inability to carry out the purposes of 
the cooperative agreement awarded to such 
health department of a State, political sub-
division of a State, or Indian tribe and tribal 
organization.’;’’. 

SA 4105. Mr. SANDERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 54, 
to direct the removal of United States 
Armed Forces from hostilities in the 
Republic of Yemen that have not been 
authorized by Congress; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
SEC. 2. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this joint resolution may be 
construed as authorizing the use of military 
force against Iran. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT TO 
PROCEEDING 

I, Senator RON WYDEN, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to S. 2374, The Stop-
ping Improper Payments to Deceased 
People Act, dated December 12, 2018. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
have 8 requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Indian Affairs is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, December 
12, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Missing and Murdered: 
Confronting the Silent Crisis in Indian 
Country.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, December 
12, 2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘China’s Non-Traditional Es-
pionage Against the United States.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, December 
12, 2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Oversight of the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission.’’ 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, December 12, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to 
conduct a closed roundtable. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND 
CAPABILITIES 

The Subcommittee on Emerging 
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-

ate on Wednesday, December 12, 2018, 
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Implications of China’s Presence 
and Investment in Africa.’’ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT 

The Subcommittee on Readiness and 
Management Support of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, December 12, 2018, 
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘United States Navy and Marine 
Corps readiness.’’ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT 

The Subcommittee on Readiness and 
Management Support of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, December 12, 2018, 
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘U.S. force posture in the Indo-Pa-
cific Region.’’ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS 

The Subcommittee on National 
Parks of the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, December 06, 2018, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Sean Tyler, a 
Defense fellow in Senator YOUNG’s of-
fice, be granted floor privileges for the 
remainder of the week. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern, 
Adam Berry, be granted privileges of 
the floor for the balance of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, pursuant to Public Law 115–254, 
on behalf of the Majority Leader of the 
Senate, appoints the following indi-
vidual as a member of the Syria Study 
Group: Vance F. Serchuk, of New York. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 3747 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand there is a bill at the desk, and 
I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the title of the bill for 
the first time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3747) to provide for programs to 
help reduce the risk that prisoners will 
recidivate upon release from prison, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. GARDNER. I now ask for a sec-
ond reading, and in order to place the 
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I object to my own 
request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bill will be read for the second 
time on the next legislative day. 

f 

IMPROVING THE INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL PROCESS FOR LEGISLA-
TIVE BRANCH INSTRUMENTAL-
ITIES ACT 
Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 3748, introduced earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3748) to amend the removal and 
transfer procedures for the Inspectors Gen-
eral of the Library of Congress, the Office of 
the Architect of the Capitol, and the Govern-
ment Publishing Office. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. GARDNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3748) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3748 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Improving 
the Inspector General Process for Legislative 
Branch Instrumentalities Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REMOVAL AND TRANSFER PROCEDURES 

FOR THE INSPECTORS GENERAL OF 
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, OFFICE 
OF THE ARCHITECT OF THE CAP-
ITOL, AND GOVERNMENT PUB-
LISHING OFFICE. 

(a) LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.—Paragraph (2) 
of section 1307(c) of the Legislative Branch 
Appropriations Act, 2006 (2 U.S.C. 185(c)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) REMOVAL OR TRANSFER.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General 

may be removed from office, or transferred 
to another position within, or another loca-
tion of, the Library of Congress, by the Li-
brarian of Congress. 

‘‘(B) NOTICE.—Not later than 30 days before 
the Librarian of Congress removes or trans-
fers the Inspector General under subpara-
graph (A), the Librarian of Congress shall 
communicate in writing the reason for the 
removal or transfer to— 

‘‘(i) the Committee on House Administra-
tion and the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives; and 

‘‘(ii) the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate. 

‘‘(C) APPLICABILITY.—Nothing in this para-
graph shall prohibit a personnel action (ex-
cept for removal or transfer) that is other-
wise authorized by law.’’. 

(b) OFFICE OF THE ARCHITECT OF THE CAP-
ITOL.—Paragraph (2) of section 1301(c) of the 
Architect of the Capitol Inspector General 
Act of 2007 (2 U.S.C. 1808(c)) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(2) REMOVAL OR TRANSFER.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General 

may be removed from office, or transferred 
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