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rural area or frontier area), if the Secretary
determines that applying such matching re-
quirement would result in serious hardship
or an inability to carry out the purposes of
the cooperative agreement awarded to such
health department of a State, political sub-
division of a State, or Indian tribe and tribal
organization.’;”’.

SA 4105. Mr. SANDERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the joint resolution S.J. Res. 54,
to direct the removal of United States
Armed Forces from hostilities in the
Republic of Yemen that have not been
authorized by Congress; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

SEC. 2. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this joint resolution may be
construed as authorizing the use of military
force against Iran.

———————

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT TO
PROCEEDING

I, Senator RON WYDEN, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to S. 2374, The Stop-
ping Improper Payments to Deceased
People Act, dated December 12, 2018.

———————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
have 8 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, December
12, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Missing and Murdered:
Confronting the Silent Crisis in Indian
Country.”

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, December
12, 2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘China’s Non-Traditional Es-
pionage Against the United States.”

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, December
12, 2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘“‘Oversight of the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission.”

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, December 12, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to
conduct a closed roundtable.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND

CAPABILITIES

The Subcommittee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
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ate on Wednesday, December 12, 2018,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘“‘Implications of China’s Presence
and Investment in Africa.”
SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT
The Subcommittee on Readiness and
Management Support of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, December 12, 2018,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘““United States Navy and Marine
Corps readiness.”
SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT
The Subcommittee on Readiness and
Management Support of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, December 12, 2018,
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ““U.S. force posture in the Indo-Pa-
cific Region.”
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS
The Subcommittee on National
Parks of the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, December 06, 2018, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Sean Tyler, a
Defense fellow in Senator YOUNG’s of-
fice, be granted floor privileges for the
remainder of the week.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my intern,
Adam Berry, be granted privileges of
the floor for the balance of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, pursuant to Public Law 115-254,
on behalf of the Majority Leader of the
Senate, appoints the following indi-
vidual as a member of the Syria Study
Group: Vance F. Serchuk, of New York.

————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 3747

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand there is a bill at the desk, and
I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the title of the bill for
the first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 3747) to provide for programs to
help reduce the risk that prisoners will
recidivate upon release from prison, and for
other purposes.

Mr. GARDNER. I now ask for a sec-
ond reading, and in order to place the
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

————

IMPROVING THE INSPECTOR GEN-

ERAL PROCESS FOR LEGISLA-
TIVE BRANCH INSTRUMENTAL-
ITIES ACT

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 3748, introduced earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 3748) to amend the removal and
transfer procedures for the Inspectors Gen-
eral of the Library of Congress, the Office of
the Architect of the Capitol, and the Govern-
ment Publishing Office.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. GARDNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 3748) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 3748

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Improving
the Inspector General Process for Legislative
Branch Instrumentalities Act”’.

SEC. 2. REMOVAL AND TRANSFER PROCEDURES
FOR THE INSPECTORS GENERAL OF
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, OFFICE
OF THE ARCHITECT OF THE CAP-
ITOL, AND GOVERNMENT PUB-
LISHING OFFICE.

(a) LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.—Paragraph (2)
of section 1307(c) of the Legislative Branch
Appropriations Act, 2006 (2 U.S.C. 185(c)) is
amended to read as follows:

¢(2) REMOVAL OR TRANSFER.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General
may be removed from office, or transferred
to another position within, or another loca-
tion of, the Library of Congress, by the Li-
brarian of Congress.

‘(B) NOTICE.—Not later than 30 days before
the Librarian of Congress removes or trans-
fers the Inspector General under subpara-
graph (A), the Librarian of Congress shall
communicate in writing the reason for the
removal or transfer to—

‘(i) the Committee on House Administra-
tion and the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives; and

¢“(ii) the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate.

“(C) APPLICABILITY.—Nothing in this para-
graph shall prohibit a personnel action (ex-
cept for removal or transfer) that is other-
wise authorized by law.”.

(b) OFFICE OF THE ARCHITECT OF THE CAP-
ITOL.—Paragraph (2) of section 1301(c) of the
Architect of the Capitol Inspector General
Act of 2007 (2 U.S.C. 1808(c)) is amended to
read as follows:

*“(2) REMOVAL OR TRANSFER.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General
may be removed from office, or transferred
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to another position within, or another loca-
tion of, the Office of the Architect of the
Capitol, by the Architect of the Capitol.

‘(B) NoTicE.—Not later than 30 days before
the Architect of the Capitol removes or
transfers the Inspector General under sub-
paragraph (A), the Architect of the Capitol
shall communicate in writing the reason for
the removal or transfer to—

‘(i) the Committee on House Administra-
tion and the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives; and

‘“(ii) the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate.

“(C) APPLICABILITY.—Nothing in this para-
graph shall prohibit a personnel action (ex-
cept for removal or transfer) that is other-
wise authorized by law.”’.

(¢c) GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE.—Sec-
tion 3902(b) of title 44, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

““(b)(1) The Inspector General may be re-
moved from office, or transferred to another
position within, or another location of, the
Government Publishing Office, by the Direc-
tor of the Government Publishing Office.

‘“(2) Not later than 30 days before the Di-
rector removes or transfers the Inspector
General under paragraph (1), the Director
shall communicate in writing the reason for
the removal or transfer to—

‘“(A) the Committee on House Administra-
tion and the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives; and

‘(B) the Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate.

‘“(3) Nothing in this subsection shall pro-
hibit a personnel action (except for removal
or transfer) that is otherwise authorized by
law.”.

———

ELIE WIESEL GENOCIDE AND
ATROCITIES PREVENTION ACT
OF 2018

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 489, S. 1158.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 1158) to help prevent acts of geno-
cide and other atrocity crimes, which threat-
en national and international security, by
enhancing United States Government capac-
ities to prevent, mitigate, and respond to
such crises.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting
clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Elie Wiesel
Genocide and Atrocities Prevention Act of
2018,

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the United
States Government’s efforts at atrocity pre-
vention and response through interagency
coordination, such as the Atrocities Preven-
tion Board (referred to in this Act as the
“Board’) or successor entity are critically
important, and that appropriate officials of
the United States Government should—

(1) meet regularly to monitor develop-
ments throughout the world that heighten
the risk of atrocities;
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(2) identify any gaps in United States for-
eign policy concerning regions or particular
countries related to atrocity prevention and
response;

(3) facilitate the development and imple-
mentation of policies to enhance the capac-
ity of the United States to prevent and re-
spond to atrocities worldwide;

(4) provide the President with rec-
ommendations to improve policies, pro-
grams, resources, and tools related to atroc-
ity prevention and response;

(5) conduct outreach, including consulta-
tions, not less frequently than biannually,
with representatives of nongovernmental or-
ganizations and civil society dedicated to
atrocity prevention and response;

(6) operate with regular consultation and
participation of designated interagency rep-
resentatives of relevant Federal agencies, ex-
ecutive departments, or offices; and

(7) ensure resources are made available for
the policies, programs, and tools related to
atrocity prevention and response.

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It shall be the policy of the United States
to—

(1) regard the prevention of genocide and
other atrocities as in its national security
interests;

(2) work with partners and allies to address
the root causes of insecurity and violent con-
flict to prevent—

(A) the mass slaughter of civilians;

(B) conditions that prompt internal dis-
placement and the flow of refugees across
borders; and

(C) other violence that wreaks havoc on re-
gional stability and civilian populations;

(3) enhance the capacity of the United
States to identify, prevent, address, and re-
spond to the drivers of atrocities and violent
conflict as part of the United States’ human-
itarian, development, and strategic inter-
ests; and

(4) pursue a Government-wide strategy to
prevent and respond to the risk of genocide
and other atrocities by—

(A) strengthening the diplomatic, risk
analysis and monitoring, strategic planning,
early warning, and response capacities of the
Government;

(B) improving the use of foreign assistance
to respond early, effectively, and urgently in
order to address the root causes and drivers
of violence, and systemic patterns of human
rights abuses and atrocities;

(C) strengthening diplomatic response and
the effective use of foreign assistance to sup-
port appropriate transitional justice meas-
ures, including criminal accountability, for
past atrocities;

(D) supporting and strengthening local
civil society, including human rights defend-
ers and others working to help prevent and
respond to atrocities;

(E) promoting financial transparency and
enhancing anti-corruption initiatives as part
of addressing a root cause of insecurity; and

(F) employing a variety of unilateral, bi-
lateral, and multilateral means to prevent
and respond to conflicts and atrocities by—

(i) placing a high priority on timely, pre-
ventive diplomatic efforts; and

(ii) exercising a leadership role in pro-
moting international efforts to end crises
and prevent atrocities.

SEC. 4. TRAINING OF FOREIGN SERVICE OFFI-
CERS IN CONFLICT AND ATROCITIES
PREVENTION.

Section 708 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 4028) is amended in subsection
(a)()—

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and
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(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(D) for Foreign Service Officers who will
be assigned to a country experiencing or at
risk of mass atrocities, as determined by the
Secretary of State, in consultation with the
Director of National Intelligence and rel-
evant civil society organizations, instruction
on recognizing patterns of escalation and
early warning signs of potential atrocities or
violence, including gender-based violence,
and methods of preventing and responding to
atrocities, including conflict assessment
methods, peacebuilding, mediation for pre-
vention, early action and response, and ap-
propriate transitional justice measures to
address atrocities.”.

SEC. 5. REPORTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act
and annually thereafter for the following six
years, the President shall transmit to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate a report,
with a classified annex if necessary, that in-
cludes—

(1) a review, in consultation with appro-
priate interagency representatives, con-
sisting of a detailed description of—

(A) current efforts to prevent and respond
to situations of genocide, atrocities, and
other mass violence, such as gender-based vi-
olence and violence against religious and
other minorities, based on United States and
locally identified indicators, including an
analysis of capacities and constraints for
interagency detection, early warning and re-
sponse, information-sharing, contingency
planning, and coordination;

(B) recommendations to further strengthen
United States capabilities described in sub-
paragraph (A);

(C) funding expended by relevant Federal
departments and agencies on atrocities pre-
vention activities, including appropriate
transitional justice measures and the legal,
procedural, and resource constraints faced
by the Department of State and the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment throughout respective budgeting, stra-
tegic planning, and management cycles to
support conflict and atrocities prevention
activities in countries identified to be at
risk of atrocities;

(D) a current global assessment of sources
of instability, conflict, and atrocities, the
outcomes and findings of such assessments
and, where relevant, a review of activities,
and the efficacy of such activities, that the
Board or successor entity undertook to re-
spond to sources of instability, conflict, and
atrocities;

(E) countries and regions at risk of atroc-
ities, including a description of most likely
pathways to violence, specific risk factors,
and at-risk target groups; and

(F') the atrocities prevention training for
Foreign Service officers authorized under
subparagraph (D) of section 708(a)(1) of the
Foreign Service Act of 1980, as added by sec-
tion 4;

(2) recommendations to ensure shared re-
sponsibility by—

(A) enhancing multilateral mechanisms for
preventing atrocities, including strength-
ening the role of international organizations
and international financial institutions in
conflict prevention, mitigation, and re-
sponse; and

(B) strengthening regional organizations;

(3) the implementation status of the rec-
ommendations contained in the previous re-
view required by this section; and

(4) identification of the Federal depart-
ments and agencies and civil society, aca-
demic, and nongovernmental organizations
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